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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Hlangana Groot Rivier Estate will be developed on the farms Kareedraai 
1043, Eiland Drif 763 and Idaho 1059 along the Vaal River in the district of 
Boshof, Free State. 
 
The area along the Vaal River consists of an alluvial deposit which had already 
been disturbed by extensive agricultural activities. The land contains no cultural 
or historical material. 
 
I recommend that further planning and development of the site could continue. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION 
 

INVESTIGATION 
 
The farms Kareedraai 1043, Eiland Drif 763 and Idaho 1059 along the Vaal River 
in the Boshof district, Free State, were visited on 17 April 2007 and 14 June 2007 
in the company of Dr Johan du Preez of MDA Environmental Consultants, 
Bloemfontein. At the farm we were accompanied by Mr Philip Buys. 
 
The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to 
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation 
Act, (73 of 1989). 
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LOCALITY 

 
The farms Kareedraai 1043, Eiland Drif 763 and Idaho 1059, proposed for the 
Hlangana Groot Rivier Estate, are located along the Vaal River (Map 2) in the 
district of Boshof, Free State. (Map 1) (Surveyor-General 1973). 
 
Residential areas consisting of 480 stands are planned. 
 
 
The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken (2725CD). 
 
 
Eiland Drif   27°49’39”S 025°15’57”E Altitude 1217m (Fig.1). 
 
River bank   27°49’03”S 025°15’55”E Altitude 1208m (Fig.2). 
 
Fresh water spring  27°49’11”S 025°15’53”E Altitude 1208m (Fig.3). 
 
Water pump house  27°49’50”S 025°14’39”E Altitude 1203m (Fig.4). 
 
Border Fence  27°49’36”S 025°15’18”E Altitude 1202m (Fig.5). 
 
Labourer’s Huts  27°49’36”S 025°15’40”E Altitude 1217m (Fig.6). 
 
Border Eiland D/Idaho 27°49’18”S 025°16’12”E Altitude 1216m (Fig.7). 
 
Weir    27°49’02”S 025°15’55”E Altitude 1200m (Fig.8). 
 
Northern End   27°48’00”S 025°16’19”E Altitude 1198m (Fig.9). 
 
Eastern corner/Road 27°48’11”S 025°16’29”E Altitude 1206m (Fig.10). 
 
 
RESULTS 
 
 
FINDS 
 
The area along the Vaal River consists of an alluvial sand deposit on an old flood 
plain which had already been disturbed by extensive agricultural activities 
(Fig.11). 
 
The land did not produce any archaeological or cultural historical material. 
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ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 
 

The site has already been disturbed by extensive agricultural activities 
(Fig.11) and the development of the Hlangana Groot Rivier Estate will 
have no impact on the cultural or historical heritage of the land or the area. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
I recommend that the proposed developments at the Hlangana Groot Rivier 
Estate along the Vaal River may proceed. 
 
 
MITIGATION 
 
Concerning the area for the proposed developments, no mitigation measures will 
be required. 
 
No obvious reasons could be found to delay the commencement of further 
planning and development of the site. 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 

 

 
Map 1 Locality of Christiana in relation to Kimberley, Boshof and Warrenton. 
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Map 2 Locality of Kareedraai 1043, Eilanddrif 763 and Idaho 1059 along the Vaal River, 

Boshof district (2725CD). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.1 Red sand deposit at Eiland Drif 763, along the Vaal River near Boshof. 
 

KAREEDRAAI 1043 

EILANDDRIF 763 

IDAHO 1059 
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Fig.2 View of the Vaal River at Eiland Drif 763, Boshof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.3 Fresh water spring at Eiland Drif 763, Boshof. 
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Fig.4 Water pump house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.5 Border fence and vegetation along the River. 
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Fig.6 Remains of old labourer’s houses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.7 Border of Eiland Drif 763 and Idaho 1059. 
 



 11 

 
Fig.8 The weir in the Vaal River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.9 Northern point of the proposed development. 
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Fig.10 Eastern corner of development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.11 Alluvial soil deposit disturbed by agricultural activities over many years. 
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