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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS AT THE FARM HERMANUS 715, ROSENDAL,
FREE STATE

INVESTIGATION

The site for the proposed housing developments on the farm Hermanus 715 near
Rosendal was visited and inspected on 8 September 2005. Dr Johan du Preez of
MDA Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein, and Jako Viviers of LMV
Environmental Specialists, Kroonstad accompanied me to the site. At the farm,
we were taken around by the owner, Mr Francois Crause.

The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation
Act, (73 of 1989).

LOCALITY

The proposed residential area will cover about 100 hectares a and is located on
the farm Hermanus 715 near Rosendal in the Ficksburg District, Free State
Province (Surveyor-General 1973).

The residential developments are planned in a very picturesque kloof on the farm
(Map 2). The area of development consists of cultivated land.

The following GPS co-ordinates were taken (2827DB):

Entrance 28°35’03"S. 027°58'11"E. Altitude 1303m (Fig.1).



Lucerne lands 28°34'55"S. 027°58'22"E. Altitude 1733m (Figs.2-4).
Big rock 28°34'57"S. 027°58'16"E. Altitude 1734m (Fig.5).
Recreational camp 28°34'43"S. 027°58'33"E. Altitude 1743m (Fig.9).
Old ABW house 28°35'14"S. 027°58'06"E. Altitude 1722m (Fig.10).
FINDS

The area proposed for residential developments is part of agricultural grazing
fields (Fig.). The site does not contain any archaeological, cultural or historical
remains.

No indication of archaeological or historical material was found on the surface
neither were any stone tools or ceramic ware found.

RECOMMENDATIONS

There is no obvious reason to delay the commencement of further planning and
development of the site.

| recommend that the proposed developments may proceed.

MITIGATION

Concerning the area for the proposed development, no mitigation measures are
needed.
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Map 1 Locality of Rosendal in relation to Senekal, Bethlehem, Paul Roux and Ficksburg.
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Fig.1  View at the kloof entrance at Hemanus715, Rosendal.

Fig.2 Cultivated grazingat the entrance to the kloof.



Fig3 A general view of the area of development in the kloof at Hermanus 715, Rosendal.

Fig.4 Th ciff on th eastern side of the hof. —
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Fig.5 A big boulder git the slope in the ho. Stone-walling occur behind the rock.
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Fig.6 View of the area behind the rock.
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Fig.7 Stone-




Fig.9 The school recreational camp in the kloof at Hermanus.

Fig.10 The site of the old Anglo-Boer War farm house at Hermanus.
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