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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS AT PLOT 765 & 948, KOPPIES,

FREE STATE

INVESTIGATION

The land for the proposed residential developments on plot 765 and 948 near
Koppies, Free State, was visited on 11 April 2006 in the company of Dr Francois
Retief, Environmental Consultant from Potchefstroom.

The land was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation
Act, (73 of 1989).

LOCALITY

The proposed residential developments will be established on plots 765 and 948
near Koppies, Free State (Surveyor-General 1973) (Map 2).

The land is located along the R942 road (Map 1). The area covers a rocky hill
with very low vegetation and a number of thorn trees (Acasia sp.) (Fig.2). Except
for about six graves (Figs.11-14), the area contains no cultural or historical
material.

There are farm buildings (Fig.9) and existing overnight chalets (Fig.7),
recreational (Fig.8) and catering facilities (Fig.6) at the site.



The following GPS co-ordinate was taken (Cape scale) (272BC).

New development 27°15'10"S 027°39'40"E.

FINDS

A graveyard which contains about 6 graves lies nearby (Figs.11-14). The grave
stones date from 1913 to 1969 and could be the last resting place of some of the
farm owners and their family.

No further indication of any archaeological or historical material was found on the
surface neither were any stone tools or ceramic ware found.
RECOMMENDATIONS

The proposed residential developments will not be near the graves. Care should
be taken not to disturb the graves either during the installation of services or

during the building process.

There is no obvious reason to delay the commencement of further planning and
development of the site.

| recommend that the proposed developments may proceed.

MITIGATION

Concerning the area for the proposed development, mitigation measures are
needed only in the case of the graves.
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Map 1 Locality of Koppies in relation to Kroonstad, Heilbron and Petrus Steyn.
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Map 2 The proposed residential developments at Koppies (2727BC).




Fig.1  The proposed area of development. Koppies Dam in the back ground.

Fig.2 View of the area of developent facing the hill.



Fig.3 Trees and grass cover at the site.

Fig.4 Disturbed area ad debris at th site.



Fig.5 The area of development facing south.

Fig.6  Existing facilities at the site near Koppies.



Fig.7 Sleeping facilities at Koppies.

Fig.8 The swimming pool.



Fig.9 The farm buildings.

Fig.10 Existing ablution facilities at the site.



Fig.11 One of the graves some way from the development site.

Fig.12 More raves atthe site.
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Fig.14 A very old grave at the site.
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