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5 © ned by TCI who wish to develop Erf 798 on the corer of Buitengracht
ich Street for commercial and residential use. Cape Archaeols

requested to conduct a desktop study and trial excavations to test whei
wn 19 century burial grounds in the immediate vicinity was present, and t
archaeological potential of the site in terms of the 19" century development of the lower Table
Valley. The site is located at approximately at 33 55" 01. 122057S, 18 25” 13 43324 E and falls
within the Green Point Conservation Area. Figure 1 shows the location of the site in the city.

, geographical location of the
site in the western city. Accidental
discovery of burials have been found in the
block bounded by Prestwich, Napier and
Alfred Streets (2003 & 2004) as well as in
the block bounded by Prestwich, Napier
and Coburn Streets and Prestwich and
Chiappini Streets (2005).

2. Historical Background — Lower Table Val

By the middle of the Eighteenth Century the small settlem: had evolved into a
thriving little town, with well-defined streets, albeit éﬁs@ or muddy according to the season, laid
out in a formal grid pattern. It soon became obvious, however, that the water tumbling down from
the mountain in a myriad streams which spread unchecked throughout the valley would need to be
harnessed and funnelled to the sea, and to this end canals (grachts) were dug along several of the
main thoroughfares — notably the Heerengracht and the Keisergracht — names still in use today. The
last of these canals was commissioned by the Burgher Council in 1771, and Engineer Carel David
Wentzel was instructed to build it along the length of Bree Street. Finding the ground there too
rocky, however, Wentzel took it upon himself — much to the anger of the Council — to dig his ditch
further west towards 1 and this, owing to its position on the very edge of the settlement,
became known as the ht or Outer Canal. So it was that in those early years the town was
largely confined to the Table Valley, with only a few of the more affluent citizens building their
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