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1. INTRODUCTION

The site of Die Bron is an important part of the history of Malmesbury as it was the location
of the vegetable gardens of the original Kerkplaas established in 1745. This being the case,
the National Monuments Council requested that an archaeological investigation be
commissioned prior to development to ascertain if any traces of the earlier period were
preserved. The location of the site is shown in Figure 1.

The Archaeology Contracts Office was appointed by Louis De Villiers Architecture to
undertake the investigation on behalf of the Malmesbury Transitional Council. Aspects of the
site which appeared on a plan accompanying the brief included the following:

I) the hot water spring

i) the approximate position of the old spring baths building (demolished) dating to the early
1900'’s

iii) the approximate position of the old parsonage (demolished) thought to date to the late
1700’s

iv) existing modern structures such as the swimming bath.

The ACO undertook to establish more precisely the location and nature of the remains of the
demolished buildings, and to see if any substantial artefact bearing deposits were present in
the area. It was felt that some time in the deeds office may be necessary to establish if any
other structures had been present.

2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Long before the arrival of the Dutch in the Cape, Khoi-Khoi pastoralists grazed herds of
sheep and cattle on large areas of the western Cape. Numerous reports by early explorers
and travelers who ventured north of Cape Town attest to this fact. As is the case today, the
soils of the swartland supported excellent grazing for livestock a fact that was certainly
understood by these early inhabitants. It is very likely that there would have been an equally
good knowledge of permanent water sources such as the hot water and other springs. This
fact seems to be borne out by the finding of a piece of indigenous pottery that was found in
one of the test holes on the site.

An old surveyors diagram dated 1744 is amongst the earliest documented use of the site by
settlers. A copy of this early plan was supplied by the architect’ and is reproduced in Figure
2. On it one can clearly see the Dutch Reformed church, the Voorlesers’ house (T-shaped)
and garden, the Pastorie (U-shaped) and associated gardens. A small insert on the same
diagram shows the approximate position of the Bron site that has been investigated. The
configurations of the proposed roads that appear on this early plan are still preserved to a
large extent in the current layout of the town.

The locations of two springs are not easily identifiable on the plan although they are
mentioned. A small stream course running from the north would have passed through the
area where the spring is now located. Two plans from the deeds office show the site in 18407

! Cape Archives M991.
? Deeds Office SG 385/1840
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and sometime thereafter (undated plan)3. No additional buildings appear on these plans
while the U-shaped Pastorie is still shown. The hot spring is shown in its present location on
both. A later plan dated 1942*, shows the addition of both the mineral bath buildings and the
building that was thought to be a later Pastorie (although we have no direct evidence for this
use). This plan is shown in Figure 3. The spring is shown in its present position outside and
immediately north of the mineral bath buildings. The land on which the Mineral Baths was
situated was granted to the Dutch Reformed Church in 1841. In 1895 the church wardens
leased the mineral baths to Garibaldi Toucher for a period of 50 years and the lease included
buildings and the mineral spring. It would therefore seem that the bath buildings had been
constructed sometime between 1841 and 1895 and may well indicate that the residence also
dates to this time and has a Dutch Reformed Church link.

In 1922 the Malmesbury Municipality purchased the lease to the mineral baths from a Mr.
Zeff indicating that there had been a change in ownership since 1895. Zeff was allowed
continued use for bathing purposes while the council gained full usage of the water for other
purposes.

While we were excavating on the site we were approached by Mr. Pieter Swart who resides
at Gordon’s Court next door to the site who said he knew of someone who had stayed at the
demolished house. We have duly followed up on this and have interviewed the occupant,
Mrs. Coo Du Plessis. She told us that around 1945, a certain Mr. Wellsford, who had been
running a mineral water bath in Paulpietersburg, had acquired the spring property. This was
presumably leased from the municipality. In 1946, her husband Dr. Barend Du Plessis, who
practiced as a physiotherapist and chiropractor, had rooms at the bathhouse. At about this
time the old Pastorie became a boardinghouse which she ran. Apparently the water from the
spring was not naturally warm enough and had to be heated. She told us that the two palm
trees that still survive in the vicinity of the spring were planted during the Anglo-Boer war.
The property was later taken over by a Mr. Volschenk. In addition she had in her possession
some photographs of both the bathhouse and the boardinghouse as well as a report dated
1948 which includes a chemical analysis of the water in the spring5 (a copy of this report
appears in Appendix 1). The photographs will be discussed in the following section.

Both the bathhouse and the boardinghouse were demolished by the council during the
1960's.

3. RESULTS

A number of test holes were excavated to establish if any archaeological deposits or
structural remains had been preserved. A plan of the site showing the location of the test
holes and the structural remains is presented in Figure 4.

Three test holes (A, B and C) were positioned on the grassy area adjacent to the gravel
servitude road that traverses the site. Plate 1 shows test hole A. Sections show that in all the
tests the uppermost 300mm was composed of introduced material, such as clay, ash and
charcoal and fragmented building rubble. Below this level a loose grey granular soil grading
towards a finer brown soil was found. This is in situ material and is presumably what was
used for cultivation when the church gardens were established.

® Deeds Office M2/472

* Deeds Office SG 4069/41

° Malmesbury Municipality: Statistics of Urban and Rural Areas of Malmesbury. 1948. Compiled by H. Geldenhuys, Town
Clerk.
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Some 19th/20th century artefactual material was found in the introduced materials and this
includes glass, iron and refined earthenware. In hole A, a sherd of indigenous pottery was
found at a depth of 500mm below surface. There was no stratigraphic indication that the
sherd was part of a more substantial occupation horizon and while it is not unlikely that the
sherd may have originated in the immediate area, previous activities such as ploughing may
have introduced material from elsewhere.

Our impression of the uppermost material is that there was an accumulation of various piles
of debris which at a later stage, probably after the demolition of the residence, was leveled
prior to the planting of grass.

A second line of test holes was located parallel to the fence of Gordon’s Court in the vicinity
of two palm trees. It was immediately evident that were close to a demolition as the soll
contained quantities of building rubble. The remains of a stone foundation were found in one
hole. After discussions with the Transitional Council it was agreed that they would make a
mechanical excavator and operator available to explore the extent of the foundations.
Several trenches were excavated and enough of the foundation was exposed to allow
comparison with the building that appeared on the plan of the house from the deeds office.
Trenches and foundation can be seen in Plate 2. Various points on the foundation were
surveyed to allow accurate plotting. The location of the foundations are shown in Figure 4.
Foundations in excess of one meter in width were constructed with slabs of Table Mountain
Sandstone and had been dug down into the loose grey substrate. Photographs from various
sources showing the residence are shown in Plates 3, 4 and 5.

A single test hole was excavated in the vicinity of the spring to ascertain if anything remained
of the old bathhouse. Part of a concrete foundation was exposed and the position surveyed.
Informants suggested that the old mineral bath had been demolished along with the rest of
the building. Photographs showing the bathhouse are shown in Plates 6, 7 and 8.

An small rectangular building still stands in the north eastern corner of the Bron site. On the
site plan this is labeled as a store room. Local informants have suggested that this may have
functioned as a mortuary in earlier years but we have not been able to confirm this fact. The
style of building suggests that it was built towards the end of the last century.

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The investigation of the Bron site has showed that while important to the history of
Malmesbury, the very early 18th century buildings i.e. the early Pastorie appears to lie within
the Swartland Junior School property. The later residence and the bathhouse have both
been demolished and while parts of the foundations remain they are not considered to be of
such great importance that they warrant preservation. Obviously, should it be decided to
reconstruct either or both of the buildings, then the physical remains as well as the
documentary evidence could be used as a guide to this process. It would appear that both
the bathhouse and the residence lie outside of the area of the proposed shopping center and
thus could still be preserved below ground. The store room building is certainly older than 50
years and as such is protected by National Monuments legislation. Our impression is that it is
not a remarkable building but some consideration should nevertheless be given to its future.
A permit will have to be issued by the National Monuments Council for its demolition.
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Plate 2 The foundation of the residence



Plate 3 The Residence on the Bron site (now demolished). Copy of a photograph in
the Malmesbury Museum

.13
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Plate 4 Aerial photograph of F];;[t of Malmesbury showing the residence and part of
the baths Copy of a framed print in the Malmesbury Museum
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Plate 5 Aerial photograph of part of Malmesbury showing the residence and part of
the baths. Copy of a framed print at the Malmesbury Transitional Council

Plate 6 A view of the old boardinghouse and detail of front stoep ¢c1947

Copy of
photographs in possession of Mra Coo Du Plessis
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Plate 7 The mineral water bathhouse. Copy of a photograph in the Malmesbury
Museum

Plate 8 Detail of the bathhouse c1947. Copy of a photographs in possession of Mrs

Coo Du Plessis
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The sherd of Khoi pottery is an isolated find with no indication from the stratigraphy that there
may be more of this material. Under the circumstances we do not recommend that more
extensive excavations take place to investigate this occurrence. An inspection of the site
during the excavation of foundation trenches should however be arranged to confirm this
fact.
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APPENDIX 1
Qualities of the Mineral Water Spring
Extract from a report:

Statistics of Urban and Rural Areas of Malmesbury
1948

Compiled by
H. Geldenhuys (Town Clerk)
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MOUNTAING:

_ . The Paardenberg and Ricbeek Kasteel mountains are in the
vicinity and mountaineering clubs are well-provided for in this
respect. The height of the mountain range spproximately 1,000
feet above sea-level.

OISTORICEL:

The romance of the establishment of the township of Melmes-
bury at an altitude of 351 feet, is not the least interesting
chapter in the hiestory of the Cape. The whole of the district
was named "Het Swarte-Land” or "Groenkloof" by Commender Van Rie-
beeck shortly after his arrival at the Cape in 16562. In 1745

permiuiion was granted bg Hendrik Swellengrebel, "Raad Extra urdinar.
0

van Neederlends, India, Uoeverneur van Kaap de Goede Hoop", to
twentyfour persons residing in the viecinity of the present iineral
Baths to eslablish a Dutch Reformed Church. A farm was acquired
from the widow Mrs, Piet van der Westhuizen, for the sum of "Vyf

en twinting honderd Kaapse Gulden", which would be equivalent to
£175, and fhe farm "Kersevonteijne” (a certain Van de Poel’s cattle-
poati, situate in the neighbourhood of Paardenberg presented to her.

In 1829 His Excellency the Governor, Sir Lawr¥ Cole, visited
the ilineral Sprinzs and chanced the name "Het Swartland", end
roclaimed it ualmesbury, in honour of his father-in-lew, Sir Jumes
arris, firat Barl of haimesbury, and, whose second &au&hter,
Frances, married Sir Lowry Cole on the 15th June 1815.

A Board of Commissioners was forued in 1860, end this gave
place to a Municipality constituted under Act 1882 of 1896.

A Railway was opened from Cape Town in 1870, and foe a long
time Malmesbury was the terminus.

_ . %e can offer Historical places of general interest in the
vicinity, such as the Dutch Reformed Church built in 1745; kWineral
Springs 1560; Birthplace in the district of General J.C. Smnuts,
Dr. D.f&. ldalan e2nd several other prominent men.

OTHER:

We have a Bioscope, & fine publiec Library built on the old
Dutch Style; Botanical Gardens noted for its beauty, roses being
probably the finest in the country. Agricultural and similar

shows are held amnually which are renowned for horses, cattle,
sheep, pigs and cereels.

WIRELESS STATION:

N.B.: The wireless transmission station %Eli heuwel) is with-
in the falmesbury area, fifteen miles fram Malmesbury on the Cape
Town klain Road.

Not the leaet important of the natural endowments of the
Bgaﬁtligs are ite wonderful Wedicinal Springs, delightful fountain
of health.

_ _ #n open Swimming Pond has been erected at a cost of £3,800
with a*cagacit of 200,000 gallens of sulphurated water and is well
patronized in Swamer by visitors and the public in general.

ROY

s
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The Town Clerk,
. z

Dear Sir,

In complience with your request, I procceded to smalmesbur
on the 8th ultiwo and collected in the presence of yourself and
other members of your Council several sauples of the waier during
active Fump; operations drawing the water from a point lu feet
below the surface end as necar as possible directly over the eyes
of the Spring.

Certain determinetions were made on the spot so as to
ascertain the exsct quantities of those important constituents
which are more eagily dissipeted or altered in transit of the
water to the Laboratory.

The samplcs collected were analysed, with the following
results: -

(1) A8 Tu ITS SUITABILITY FOR DOLDSIIC PIRPUSES
Inlgarts ser In xrains per

U, 000 mallon
' ids a 2 ’ .
Total diesglved solids a% 188 °E }fﬂ_g Eﬂ.ﬁﬁ
2 . . after )
ignition 107.2 76.04
Suspended matter...eeeeee cs v us Trace . Trace
Urganic or volatile matter...... 11.4 7.98
chcrinei.‘lilllilli?ll.l‘l..l..l ﬁ'll 3gl28
Amonia, free & Salin@esiecsasss +030 021
Amnonia, Albuminoideesssesccsns . «0V2 0014
Oxygen absorbed in 15 minutes... «0l1 « QU77
Oxysen absorbed in 4 hours..e... 032 U224
DlEED%V&d vxygen taken up in 5 days
at'l 65 F‘H'illl.llttl-lllﬂtitill. lllll ol{lﬁ .u?42
Nitrogen a8 NitrateBescsessscsnss nil nil
Nitrogen as NitratesS.v.cieeesses lrace Irace.
(2) BACTERIOILOGICAL EXAMINATION

The samples were found to be free from an¥_trace of pollution
or eoakage from the surfuce, and therefore confirme the chemical
ard yeis Above.

(3) MINTRAL CONSTITUENTS.

* In partes per In grains per
B g

11on
Silict.cervivsianssosses sesesasacnse 5.6 3.92
FErrJ_.c- ‘hidc lllllllll U B O B B B B B R .11 .(J??
-&-'_lllIllnFl ------- LU L O O I ozg 5203‘
I;lmEIIT-Q‘ --------- YEREEEE "R EEEERL] 7022 5.05
” esla llllllllllllll LI B B BN B B B B B B B .63 d'4l
PO aa]‘lliiunnl ooooooooo LR N NN Trﬂce Trﬂcﬂ
chlorln@.-.-: iiiiiiii & 8 8RR RN %.ll 39!2’8
Sulphuric Oxide...... sessssansssans 4.35 3.045
Carbon Dioxide frecesssscssscscses . .80 + 96
Carbon Dioxide combinedesccecscssssee 5.75 4,03
Sulphurated hydrogen..eceessasss vee . 744 521
Et’m:ll“.e..... sssssssss AR EE RN ngl .U637

a/
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(4) THE LINERAL SALTS IN SOLUTION ARE THE
FOLLOWING .

In te per In grains per
160, 000" v

Bi"'carbmat'ﬂ 'luf Li,m;.....tttnllii 10-& 7041
&llpha‘:}e or hme.-:i-llvrotirlolli 5‘85 4!10
&llphate Of Hﬁfmeﬂlalultucliditlll 1.35 195
Chlorice d kagnesiflesiesecsaesens o 43 « 30
Bi_c@rhﬂnﬂte ﬁ‘],' lrlm._....uunu- * 9245
Brm.}d:. Of sodl'l.Hltttl.tttl-lo-lilil lllﬁ luab
Mml{'s.'lllQ..-:.l...‘fll'l.‘l'..l Izg L]

Chlorldﬂ Df Bodlumlni'illi..ll‘l'l".. 92IU5 64'“‘
Eilic&ittllnittlllloauu!nitlllt!!i 5!60 3'92
&llphatla ﬁ Pot&saim‘l.l'..'.".. Trace Tr:.ce‘

(6) YOLATILE CONSTITUENTS.

&Jl huratﬂdl{ I NMesesnsssnnsnns 4?44 -521
mrgm djoxideﬁf%iliﬁlil"ﬁiitli 'I% .462

from the above analytical results it will be seen that the
waker in question which rises to the surface at a lemperature of
91" Fah., contain free sulphurated gas in solution which readily
disappears on standing through dissipation and oxidation of the
sulphur, rendering the water slightly opalescent.

As already stated in a report made by the late Dr.P.D.Hahn
rofessor of chemistry at the S.A. College, Cage Town, the water
longs to the sane tip of mineral water as the famous waters of
Aachen (Aix-la-Chepel e? Germany, which is perhaps the most dis-
tinguished of Thermal Sulphur Springs. :

The strongest of these springs, the Kaiserquelle, contains

the following:-
In parts per In grains per
_fw.w gallon

Bi-carbonate of Lime.e.vssssss cvse 22.7 15.9
Bi"cﬂl‘hﬂ'ﬂﬁtﬂ Of mﬂ@)&ﬂl&-n-n.n- ?a? 5-4
Bi-cerbonate of iron...eeeees vesee 1.3 91
Bi-carbonate of Sedium..... cosenne 91.8 64.3
Sulphate of SodiuMe.esevesvsncenas 15.2 10.64
Sulphide of SodimMeceececsnssnsees 1.1 77
Chloride of Sodiua..... seasasissss 263.9 184.73
Bl:m!.d.e or bﬁlmll...l'lll.ll.l a-a trace trace
Lithium Chloridessssessssessesvess faint trace faint trace
Tﬁtﬂl aolldatto--titOloui-onillon-vl ‘412l2 288054

The water has a temperature of 131° pah.

It will be seen that the quantity of the total solids in
solution is coneiderably higher than in the smalmesbury Spring, yet
the sulphuretted hydrogen gas which does exist as combined with
sodium renders the water from your Spring as potent as the other
medicinally and at the same time has the special advantages in being
more esgily liberated from the water in the event of the latter
being used for ordinary domestic end potable purposes.

(6) LEDICINAL PROPERTIES.

The aulEhur apring at Aachen has a special reputation in the
trestment of Syphilis. — By regular, free mercurial and other treo’.-
ments couples with the use of hot sulphur baths absorption favourl.
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That this is so clearly reflected in the results of the
bacterioln%ical examination which proved the water to be of ex-
treme puril

To sum up briefly ¥aur Council is to cupgratulgte in having
acauired this exgcl;enﬁ hermal Sulphur Chloride Spring, and the
more so in that it is possible to utilise the said water after
subjecting saue to a comparatively inexpensive treatment for
supplying the householders with an adeguate and pure water supply
The water after treatment will cause no intestinal trouble nor
corrode any boilers or cooking utensils and may be used for
gardening purposes.

Yours faithfully,
(8igned) J. WULLER, B.A.,
Public Consulting Chemist.

nge Town,
19th Vetober, 1922,
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