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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Archaeology Contracts Office was requested by Guillaume Nel Environmental 
Consultants to conduct an assessment of heritage resources on parts of the N1 road reserve 
on either side of the Du Toits Kloof Tunnel, Drakenstein Magisterial District. It is proposed 
that an extra lane be added to a 2 km stretch on the western side and that the weigh bridge 
facility in Du Toits Kloof be expanded. All activity will take place within the current road 
reserves. 

The areas under study were all heavily disturbed having been landscaped during initial road 
construction. 

Although a comprehensive foot survey was not carried out, no heritage material was noted in 
the road reserve and none of significance is expected to occur. Possible ESA artefacts might 
well be included within the disturbed areas but these would be out of context. 

The N1 can be regarded a scenic route but the proposed developments will not change the 
visual impact from that currently present. 

Subject to the approval of Heritage Western Cape, the proposed project should be allowed to 
proceed with no further heritage work required. It should be noted that the new weighbridge 
structures should not deviate significantly from the appearance already established by the 
existing structures. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Archaeology Contracts Office was requested by Guillaume Nel Environmental 
Consultants to conduct an assessment of heritage resources on parts of the N1 road reserve 
on either side of the Du Toits Kloof Tunnel, Drakenstein Magisterial District (Figure 1). It is 
proposed that an extra lane be added to a 2 km stretch on the western side and that the 
weigh bridge facility in Du Toits Kloof be expanded. All activity will take place within the 
current road reserves. To the west of the tunnel the new lane will result in disturbance of no 
more than 10 m on the northern (eastbound) side of the road (Figure 2) , while in the kloof the 
new weighbridge lane will be built in the island area between the existing facility and the 
alternative route over the mountain (Figure 3). 
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Figure 1: Map of the Du Toits Kloof pass area showing the location of the two study areas. 

Further detail is shown in Figures 2 and 3 below. 

2. HERITAGE LEGISLATION 

The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) No. 25 of 1999 protects a variety of heritage 
resources including palaeontological, prehistoric and historical material (including ruins) more 
than 100 years old (Section 35), human remains (Section 36) and non-ruined structures older 
than 60 years (Section 34). Landscapes with cultural significance are also protected under 
the definition of the National Estate (Section 3.1d). Under Section 38 (1) of the act the project 
requires heritage assessment based on its being over a linear distance of more than 300 m. 

Since the project is subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment, Heritage Western Cape 
(HWC) is required to provide comment on the proposed project in order to facilitate final 
decision making by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 
(DEA&DP). 
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Figure 2: Aerial photograph taken from Google Earth showing the western study area between the N 1 Toll plaza and the bridge over the Hugos River. The 
numbered sections of road correspond to the descriptions in Section 3 and the work shall be carried out on the northern side. 

Start of study area: weighbridge exit point 

Figure 2: Aerial photograph taken from Google Earth showing the eastern study area alongside the existing weighbridge facility. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

For convenience the western study area has been divided into six zones which are described 
sequentially. 

1. This area has a wide, grass verge (Figure 3). 
2. In this area there is an embankment with a row of beefwood trees behind it. 
3. In this area the road has been raised above the valley by means of creating a 

platform. This causes the road reserve to drop away steeply to the north (Figure 4). 
4. The raised road platform continues here but a row a beefwood trees once more grows 

below it (Figure 4). 
5. The western part of this area has fynbos over it while the remainder is a blue gum 

plantation (Figure 5). 
6. The last section is more than one third of the study area and is comprised of a very 

wide grassy verge, much of which has been built up with material excavated from the 
slope during original construction. Further to the east there is fynbos on top of the 
berm (Figure 6). 

Figure 3: View towards the east of the grassy Figure 4: View towards the east showing the buil t up 
verge in zone 1. road platform and beefwood trees in zones 3 and 4. 

Figure 5: View towards the west of the blue gums Figure 6: View towards the west from the top of the 
in zone 5. berm showing fynbos and grass in the road reserve. 
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The eastern study area is variably covered by grass, tarmac and fynbos and comprises the 
island and service road between the current road and weighbridge (Figures 7 & 8). It too has 
been landscaped during original road construction . 

Figure 7: View towards the west of the fynbos-clad Figure 8: View towards the west showing the grass 
embankment below the pass. and service road alongside the weighbrldge. 

4. HERITAGE CONTEXT 

The surrounding areas are farmed and several farm dams occur in close proximity to the 
road reserve. The road reserve is completely undeveloped and has been landscaped during 
original construction of the road . 

5. METHODS 

A survey of the affected areas was conducted on 23 May 2008. Due to the highly disturbed 
nature of the study areas these were only examined from the car with periodic stops made to 
photograph the surroundings. 

5.1. Limitations 

The entire survey area was heavily disturbed and thus there were no limitations to the study. 

6. FINDINGS 

No heritage material was identified within the two study areas. A single Early Stone Age 
(ESA) flake noted on the southern side of the road on the Paarl side shows that such material 
is present in the vicinity. It would all be in secondary context though and of no research 
value. 

Although the N1 can be considered a scenic route on both sides of the tunnel, the proposed 
upgrades will have no effect on the views experienced and will not cause any visual impact 
over and above the currently existing situation. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

No significant impacts to heritage will occur through implementation of the proposed project. 
It is likely that ESA material will be moved around during earthworks but this is not 
considered an impact of any significance. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Subject to the approval of Heritage Western Cape, the proposed project should be allowed to 
proceed with no further heritage work required. It should be noted that the new weighbridge 
structures should not deviate significantly from the appearance already established by the 
existing structures. 
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