
1. FINDINGS

1.1. Early Stone Age (ESA)

Much of the site, but especially the south-western part, was covered by ferruginous 
gravel. One often finds ESA material associated with such gravels and this site was no 
exception. The distribution of artefacts appeared to be quite extensive but, with virtually 
nothing in areas away from the gravel and the greater density in the furrow, it seems 
likely that it is concentrated just below the current ground surface. Two patches of 
artefacts in the open were recorded and material occurring in the south-western part of 
the furrow was also recorded. The north-eastern part of the furrow seemed to have very 
few artefacts and none were seen in the more thickly grassed north-eastern part of the 
site. The location of the recorded scatters is shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9: Aerial photograph of the site taken from Google Earth. The positions 
of the recorded finds are marked. (1-3: ESA scatters 1-3; 4: furrow)
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1.1.1. ESA scatter 1.

Approximate co-ordinates: 33� 17’ 54.2” S 19� 02’ 38.2” E

This area contained a moderate density of artefacts. They were among the blue gum 
trees in an area rich in ferruginous gravel (Figure 7). Many were heavily worn with some 
possibly not artefactual. No cores or formally shaped artefacts were seen with all just 
being flakes (Figure 10).

Figure 10: Artefacts found in ESA scatter 1, along with two fragments of ceramic. Scale bar is 5 cm long.

1.1.2. ESA scatter 2.

Approximate co-ordinates: 33� 17’ 52. 4” S 19� 02’ 44.0” E

This area also lay in the blue gum plantation among the ferruginous gravels and 
seemed to have many more artefacts visible. One artefact showed evidence of trimming 
along its edges (Figure 12), while another large flake (Figure 13) recalls the form of a 
cleaver, but probably is not one. Notable in this area was the presence of several 
artefacts with cobble cortex. This shows that raw material for flaking was sourced from 
river gravels. Two small cores were noted (upper right artefacts in Figure 11).

1.1.3. ESA scatter 3.

Approximate co-ordinates: 33� 17’ 51.9” S 19� 02’ 38.1” E

This is the collection of artefacts made in the furrow. Note that the GPS co-ordinate is 
on the central part of the furrow but that finds were noted along the entire south-western 
half of its length on the study site. Further to the northeast the artefacts were far less 



dense. This scatter included many more artefacts than the previous two suggesting that 
the densest concentration is below the surface. Cores were present as well as a few 
bifacially flaked pieces. Again no hand-axes were noted but one item certainly looked as 
though it may have been on its way to becoming a hand-axe (Figure 16).

Figure 11: Artefacts found in ESA scatter 2. Scale bar is 5 cm long.

Figure 12a & 12b: (left) The two faces of the artefact with trimmed edges (upper left in Figure 11).
Figure 13a & 13b: (right) The two faces of the cleaver-like artefact (lower right in Figure 11).
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