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Introduction

PLUSKO 120 PTY (Ltd) requested an archaeological impact assessment of
Erven 860 and 861, Heidelberg Western Cape as part fulfilment of the |
completion of a Notification of Intention to Develop (NID) under Section 38 of

the National Heritage Resources Act (1999). The site is situated west of the
town of Heidelberg, along the Doorn River (Figure 1) and is currently in partial

use as grazing land for cattle. It is clear that agricultural activities have not
taken place on the land for some period of time. A residential development is___fj-- ';\..';
proposed for part of the surveyed area; detailed subdivisions of which appear .

in Appendices 1 and 2. s
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Figure 1: Location of Erven 860 and 861
Heidelberg. Area surveyed is marked in
green (scale: 1:50 000 and 1:10 000)



1. Methodology

A systematic foot survey was conducted over erven 860 and 861, Heidelberg
to identify any archaeologically sensitive areas. GPS coordinates were
recorded for site boundaries, archaeological sites and built structures. All

structures, dwellings and sites of significance were photographed.

Figure 2 illustrates the location of all sites recorded
during the field survey. It must be noted that visibility
was very poor during the field survey due to thick
Kikuyu grass coverage and other vegetation across
most portions of the area (Figure 3). It was for this
reason that a further foot survey was conducted on
an adjacent ploughed and cleared field of Erf 859 on
the farm Biggard (Figure 4).

In addition, a desktop study of the origins and

history of these erven was conducted. The Deeds

Figure 2. Location of identified

Summary Books at the Deeds Office (Plein Street sitas

Cape Town), the National Archives (Roeland Street
Cape Town), as well as selected secondary sources were consulted. In
addition, several visits to the Heidelberg Public Library were made to source

any potentially useful historical information about the property.

Figure 3: View across lower portion Figure 4: Ploughed field on Erf 859
of Erven 860 and 861
showing vegetation cover



2. Background History %«

Historically, the region between the Hottentots Holland Mountains and the
Keurbooms River was the traditional grazing ground of the Hessequa and
Chainouqua (Elphick 1977). Although the Hottentots Holland Mountains
separated the Overberg from the Cape, regular trading and hunting
expeditions into the Overberg region started soon after the establishment of
the refreshment station in 1652. In the mid 1660s, Hieronymus Cruse was
sent out to barter cattle from the Hessequa living in the Riviersondereind
Val'ley (Burrows 1994). The Chainouqua, together with the Hessequa, were
the main cattle suppliers to the refreshment station at the Cape during the
years 1662 to 1713 (Humphreys 1989).

Although extensive trading expeditions into the Overberg took place from the
1660s, it was only at the beginning of the 18th century that loan farms were
officially granted in this region. The difficulties experienced by the
freeburghers with agriculture resulted in many of them to turning to stock

farming as an alternative means of making a living (Guelke 1982).

2.1 Brief history of the farm Doornboom and the origin of the town of
Heidelberg

The town of Heidelberg is situated on the farm Doornboom. Doornboom dates
back to around 1730, when it was leased to Andries Gous for the purpose of
grazing his stock (RLR 9/1). Since at least 1733, Louis Fourie’ held the
grazing license to the farm Doornboom. Louis Fourie died in 1767, but his
wife Susanna le Riche remained on the farm. A number of travellers passing
through the region stopped at the farm and the widow Fourie was well known
for her hospitality and well run household. She lived at Doornboom until her
death in 1789 (Burrows 1994; Forbes 1986). The farm was transferred from
father to son (Pretorius 2004) and was only officially granted in perpetual

quitrent to the great grandson of Louis Fourie, Louis Johannes Fourie in 1823
(Swell Quit 4.19) (Figure 5).

! Son of Louis Fourie, a Huguenot, who arrived at the Cape in 1688 and settled at
Slgpgerme:r, Wellington. The detailed history of the Fourie family has been documented by
Willie Fourie (nd) in De Leeningsplaatz Doornboom
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Figure 5: Survey diagram 171/1823 showing the outline of the land granted in
perpetual quitrent to Fourie in 1823. A description of the quality of the land,
wagon routes, the arable land/garden (shaded green) and the dwelling just
to the north of the garden are shown.

2.2 Erven 860 and 861, Heidelberg

Erven 860 and 861 have their origin in a portion of Doornboom farm. In April
1857, Louis Fourie subdivided the farm and sold the portion on the western
bank of the Doorn River to the Dutch Reformed Church Wardens for the
layout of the new village. 1298 M 310 °/s SR of land was to be held in trust for
the village of Heidelberg and to serve as commonage. In 1901, this land was
transferred to the Municipality of Heidelberg and subdivided into smaller
garden plots which could be irrigated with water from the Doring river. The
present configuration of erven 860 and 861 dates to this period. The erven are
described as irrigation lots, and presumably were used as agricultural land for

people who were living in the village (Figures 6 and 7).
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Figure 7: Survey diagram 4348/1925

In 1926, both erven 860 and 861 were transferred to the estate of Joseph
Robinson McKillop and in 1928, his widow sold the erven to Christiaan Uys.

Since 1926, the two erven share a transfer history, the details of which are
shown in Table 1.




Table 1: Deed Summary of Erven 860, 85'4
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Louis
Swell Perpetual
: 2374 M 500 : Johannes Farm
1014 171/1823 ?t;lcht’rent 1/9/1823 SR quitrent Fourls Déoribisen
: grant Yol
Dutch i
Portion of
557 1040/1857 | 73 7/4/1858 ;fsggg' 310 | LyFourie | Reformed | gy
Heidelberg Doormboom
Municipality
1298 M 310 DRC
2466 4/4/1901 . of
5/6 SR Heidelberg Heidelberg
Municipality | Ernest o—
860 4348/1825 | 756 2/2/1826 | 9M320SR | of Daniel ‘Lrgtggz“’“
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McKillop
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Anne S
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861 9718 30/9/1926 58 M 353 SR JE McKillop (Widow)
Born
Parker
4e0:and 2074 | 77311928 | SM320 SR ¥ JIAS Benjamin
861 28 M 353 SR | McKillop UYSJ i
Johannes
860 and 9M 320 SR + -
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eyers
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861 28 M 353 SR | Swanepoel Mayer
Daniel
8
ol 18984 | 24/1211959 | 304 320 SR ¥ | WF Meyer | Jacobus
Bosman
860 and vl
861 893 10/1/1983 | 8.1656 ha + | DJ Bosman | Jacobus le
For Roux
and Rousseau
861 894 10/1/1983 | 8.1656 ha+ | WJ le Roux Nlesweadt
s




2.3 Historical Structures

The historical homestead of Doornboom is situated on the western bank of the
Diuvenhoks River and does not fall within the study area and hence will not be
dealt with in this report. Both Fourie (no date)and Pretorius (2004) have
described in detail the history of the farm, the Fourie family, and the historical
homestead and its outbuildings.

3. Archaeological Sites

3.1 Welgelee 1 (WG1) (S 3490.5.622° E 20° 56.589)):

A single archaeological occurrence was
identified during the field study (WGH1). This
comprised a piece of flaked fine grained red
quartzitic stone, eroding out of a cutting in a
side gully (Figure 8) in the southern corner of
the study area (see Figures 2 and 9). The flake
measured 5cm x 4cm.

Figure 8: Erosion gully

Figure 9: Location of WG1and detailed view of quartzite flake



Approximately 2m south of the abovementioned site, at the head of the
erosion gully and along the boundary fence of Erf 861 with RE 557, evidence
of dumping was observed. Large blocks of concrete walling and isolated
modern bricks were visible along the side walls (Figure 10). These do not
appear to have come from any structure in the immediate vicinity as no
foundations or other indicators were present.

Figure 10: Location of dumped building material and detail

4. Existing Buildings and Structures

4.1 Dwelling A :

Dwelling A is the main farmhouse associated with the Farm Welgeleé on Erf
861 (see Figures 2 and 11). It is currently occupied. The house has
undergone several additions and modifications since its construction.
Evidence of a core structure dating to before the 1930s was not evident during
the study. However, we recommend that a specialist architect evaluate the -
age and heritage significance of this building.



Figure 11: Side and front views of Dwelling A

Associated with the farmhouse are three outbuildings/sheds (Figure 12).
These all appear to be modern in their design and construction. Here too, we

‘would recommend an assessment by a specialist architect.

Figure 12: Sheds and outbuildings associated with Dwelling A

10



Figure 13: View of sheds and outbuildings from the west

4.2 Dwelling B (S 34905.581 E 20°56.688’):

Dwelling B is a single storey partially ruined labourers’ cottage approximately
24.5m in length by 6.3m wide at the western end and 6m wide at the eastern
end. It is located on Erf 861 (see Figure 2). Three residential units/areas are
evident. Part of the structure is still used for storage purposes so the exact
internal layout of the building could not be ascertained. The building is
constructed of cement bricks covered in a mud plaster. All windows are metal

framed and the roof is of corrugated metal sheeting (Figure 14).

Figure 14: Front and rear view of Dwelling B

4.3 Structure 1: 3405.598 E 20°56.677):

Structure 1 is a wood and corrugated metal sheeting structure used previously

as an animal shelter (Figure 15). It is located approximately 100m south of
Dwelling B.

11



Figure 15: Structure 1

5. Other Features

A concrete-lined irrigation channel is visible along the boundary fences of
Erven 1413, 860 and 861 (see Figures 2 and 16). The age of the channel is

unclear.

Figure 16: Irrigation channel on Erf 861

6. Conclusions and Recommendations

Built environment features such as dwellings and other structures in the study
area are of a relatively modern occurrence; but Dwelling A is possib!g_@g&béf“
than 60 years. This house would thus be protected by the National Heritage

Resources Act. It is therefore recommended that a specialist architect be

12
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appointed to assess the heritage signlificance cn_‘”'both Dwellings A and B;

particularly if they are to be impacted during the phased development of Erven
860 and 861.

The following should be noted with regard to the overall sensitivity of the site:

1. The proximity of the proposed subdivided erven and later dwellings,
could negatively impact the fauna associated with the Doring River
ecosystem.

- 2._The identification of WG1 raises the potential for other archaeological
material to-exist on the site. The surveillance of the field clear of
vegetation on the adjoining property (Erf 859) was an attempt to
ascertain the presence of an archaeological signature. There was no
indication of any cultural material.

3. River systems were attractive to aboriginal pastoralists and the area is
known to have been used as traditional grazing land for' the
Khoekhoen. Rudner (1968:523) notes that pottery was found at “an

extremely rich Wilton site” south east of Heidelberg, Brakfontein (S " =
34°16' E 21°04’). Although systematic archaeological surveys of the £

Heidelberg region have not been conducted, there is the potential for .~

archaeological material to exist subsurface. During the survey, the thick g
vegetation coverage meant low visibility and therefore we strongly ..
recommend that an archaeologist be present to monitor any road '
building and subsurface excavation when the area is cleared of ’»’u‘“‘,’ﬁ

vegetation. Every opportunity should be given to archaeologists to «"

record any additional finds in the area prior to and during the ‘l\\"'

construction phase. =
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8. Background History Sources
Cape Archives:

M2/1105 1823 Plan of the layout of Heidelberg, similar to survey diagram
M3/3097 1876 Plan of Heidelberg showing Doorn River, Duivenhoks
River, valley, village,

names of owners etc
RLR 36/1 24/9/1789  p275
RLR 9/1 23/10/1730 p107
RLR 38/2  15/10/1733 p301

Deeds Office

Swell Quitrent 4.19
Deed Summary Books: Heidelberg
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