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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The UCT Archaeology Contracts Office was requested by KV3 Engineers to assess the 
potential impacts to archaeological heritage of the proposed upgrade of the public open 
space on and around erf 2985 in Langa in the Goodwood Magisterial District, Cape Town. 
The site lies around the intersection of Washington Road and Leretholi Avenue. The 
proposed project includes tree planting and paving of spaces, erection of fencing and lighting, 
and construction of two volley ball courts and a small landscaped park. Formalised gateways 
to the precinct will also be made by means of low walls. The intention is to unite the various 
elements of the core of Langa, including municipal and historically significant buildings. The 
area is regarded as a Grade 1 Heritage Site with the potential for formal declaration. 
 
Given the Grade 1 status of the site, SAHRA (Western Cape) is responsible for decision 
making and heritage management. 
 
Most of the study area is paved with the two squares (erven 2985 & 550)having grass and 
sand exposed. Large trees are present in these same areas. Most immediately surrounding 
buildings are relatively modern with few more than 60 years, but they carry significance in 
terms of intangible heritage related to the history of oppression in South Africa. 
 
The background review revealed that the two squares have remained as open space 
throughout the development of the township and that no historical remains are likely to be 
present. Given the intensity of use to which they have been subjected, intact prehistoric 
archaeological resources were deemed unlikely to be preserved. The ground survey revealed 
no trace of prehistoric or historical archaeological material. 
 
The design proposal is intended to improve the quality of public space and the relationship of 
buildings within the precinct and no doubt will effect this goal. Subject to the approval of 
SAHRA (Western Cape), and so long as it will not affect the proposed formal declaration, it is 
recommended that the proposed project should be allowed to proceed with no further 
archaeological intervention required. 
 

 2



 3

 
 
 
Contents 
 
1. INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................4 
2. HERITAGE LEGISLATION .................................................................................................5 
3. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT.......................................................5 
4. BACKGROUND AND HERITAGE CONTEXT ....................................................................7 
5. METHODS AND LIMITATIONS ..........................................................................................9 
6. FINDINGS............................................................................................................................9 

6.1. Background to Maragana Square (Erf 2985).................................................................9 
6.2. Archaeology ................................................................................................................11 

7. CONCLUSIONS ................................................................................................................12 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS .....................................................................................................12 
9. REFERENCES ..................................................................................................................12 
 
 



1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The UCT Archaeology Contracts Office was requested by KV3 Engineers to compile a report 
on the potential impacts to archaeological heritage of the proposed upgrade of the public 
open space on and around erf 2985 in Langa in the Goodwood Magisterial District, Cape 
Town (Figure 1). The site lies around the intersection of Washington Road and Leretholi 
Avenue in the centre of the suburb. Briefly, the proposed project entails tree planting and 
paving of spaces, erection of fencing and lighting, and construction of two volley ball courts 
and a small landscaped park. Formalised gateways to the precinct will also be made by 
means of low walls. The intention is to unite the various elements of the core of Langa, 
including municipal and historically significant buildings. The area was graded a Grade 1 
Heritage Site in 2004 by the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) and is 
being further investigated for declaration as a National Heritage Site but this process has yet 
to be concluded. 
 

 
 

3318CD Cape Town & DD Bellville 
(Mapping information supplied by - 
Chief Directorate: Surveys and 
Mapping. Website: 
w3sli.wcape.gov.za) 

Figure 1: Map showing the location of the study area (red circle). 
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2. HERITAGE LEGISLATION 
 
The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) No. 25 of 1999 protects a variety of heritage 
resources including palaeontological, prehistoric and historical material (including ruins) more 
than 100 years old (Section 35), human remains (Section 36) and non-ruined structures older 
than 60 years (Section 34). Landscapes with cultural significance are also protected under 
the definition of the National Estate (Section 3 (3.2d)). Under Section 38 (1) of the act the 
affected properties require heritage assessment based on their number (three or more) and 
combined size of greater than 5000 m2. 
 
Since the project is not subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment and the site carries a 
Grade I grading, SAHRA (Western Cape) is required under Section 8 (2) to provide a final 
decision regarding the proposed development. 
 

3. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 
The site is mostly developed with roads, buildings, walls and fences. Several large trees are 
present, particularly within Mendi Square (erf 550), an open space on the northeast side of 
the Washington/Leretholi intersection. A second open space (erf 2985) is grassed and has a 
footpath crossing it. The large space (erf 201) where the volleyball courts will be constructed 
is currently paved with tarmac. Various early to mid-20th century buildings are present in the 
vicinity, while others are modern. Two small monuments made with mosaics are present 
close to the Arts and Culture Centre on opposite sides of Washington Road. Figures 2 to 10 
provide some views of the study area. and Figure 11 and aerial overview. 
 

 
 

Figure 2: View down Washington Road from the Mandi Avenue traffic circle. 
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Figure 3: View down Washington Road with the treed     Figure 4: View across the treed open space with  
open space (erf 550) in the centre of the picture.              current low walling on erf 550. 
 

    
 
Figure 5: View across the open space (erf 2985)             Figure 6: View across Washington Road towards the           
towards the Arts and Culture Centre.                                Community Hall. 
 

    
 
Figure 7: View through the open space (erf 2985)           Figure 8: View of the tarred open space (erf 210) 
alongside the Arts and Culture Centre.                             alongside the Community Hall. 
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Figure 9: View across Washington Road towards the       Figure 10: One of the two modern public monuments 
open space and Arts and Culture Centre.                          Flanking Washington Road. 
 

 

Erf 
210

Erf 
550

Erf 
2985

 
Figure 11: Aerial photograph of the study area indicating the three erven on which changes will occur. The 

remaining changes will be focussed on Washington Road. 
 

4. BACKGROUND AND HERITAGE CONTEXT 
 
The historical background of the origin and development of Langa in terms of its architecture, 
social and oral history, has been extensively researched in the Heritage Study of Langa 
undertaken by the Heritage Resource Section of the City of Cape Town (Anderson et al. 
2003).  
The heritage significance of Langa has also been presented in detail in the submission to the 
South African Heritage Resources Agency Council for the declaration of Langa as a Grade 1 
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Heritage Site (Ebrahim & Crouts 2004). This document describes Langa’s heritage relating to 
three aspects: 

• It represents the oppressive system imposed on urban, black South Africans; 
• It has special meaning to the community in their quest to create a living environment; 
• It is significance in the fight for freedom in South Africa (Ebrahim & Crouts 2004). 

 
The history of Langa in terms of its origin is briefly summarized below.  
 
Langa is the oldest extant township in Cape Town. It was preceded by Ndabeni, which 
originated in 1901 as a plague camp, associated with the Plague Hospital, which was 
established on the outskirts of the city of Cape Town, in the Uitvlugt plantation. The outbreak 
of bubonic plague and the associated slum clearance, served as a guise under which black 
Capetonians and particularly black migrant workers were relocated to the Uitvlugt camp 
(Bickford-Smith 1999). This plague camp later developed into the first ‘black township’ and 
was renamed Ndabeni Native Location (Anderson et al. 2003; Bickford-Smith 1999). 
 
During the two World Wars, the City was characterized by increased industrialism, 
associated with a high demand for housing. With the expansion of the ‘white’ residential 
areas of the City and particularly the planned ‘garden city’ of Pinelands, the settlement at 
Ndabeni was considered to be too close, and it needed to be moved. In preparation for the 
closure of Ndabeni, Langa was laid out: the first houses being built in 1925. In 1927, Langa 
was officially opened and pressure placed on the residents of Ndabeni to move. Growth in 
Langa was initially slow as people resisted moving. Ndabeni was finally closed in 1936 and 
transformed into an industrial area (Anderson et al. 2003). 
 
From the 1940s onwards problems with overcrowding were chronic. The declaration of the 
Group Areas Act in 1950 exacerbated the problem. In the early 1950s, Nyanga, and in 1959 
Gugulethu, were established. In terms of the Apartheid terminology, Langa, Nyanga and 
Gugulethu were the designated ‘African’ residential areas. 
 
Many individual sites or buildings in Langa are being considered in the declaration process 
(Ebrahim & Crouts 2004). Significant sites in the vicinity of the study area are as follows: 

• Mendi Square (erf 550 on the corner of Washington and Leretholi) is named after a 
troop ship carrying African soldiers from South Africa that sank in the British Channel 
in 1917. A total of 615 people lost their lives; 

• Maragana Square and Open Area (erf 2984 and 2985 on the corner of Washington 
and Leretholi); and 

• The police station, pass office and court, and administrative and residential buildings 
of white officials lie to the south of the Washington/Leretholi intersection. 

 
Some of the buildings alongside the study area and pertaining to the establishment of Langa 
are more than 60 years old and thus covered by Section 34 of the NHRA, but the majority of 
structures in the township are younger. However, many carry far greater and often intangible 
heritage significance as outlined above. 
 
In terms of archaeology, it is extremely unlikely that anything in situ will be preserved given 
the dense development of the area. However, some open areas are present and they may 
contain artefacts pertaining to prehistoric use of the area. Stone Age artefacts have been 
found in the early 20th century in the Maitland area to the northwest (Goodwin 1926, 1928) 
and similar finds cannot be totally discounted in Langa. 
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5. METHODS AND LIMITATIONS 
 
A field survey was conducted on the 4th of September 2009 by Jayson Orton and Harriet Clift. 
Most open space is currently paved resulting in few opportunities to examine the substrate. 
However, where possible, this was done. Photographs of the various features of the study 
area were taken. 
 
Background research was undertaken by Harriet Clift in order to further ascertain whether 
any significant aspects of the local heritage would be impacted by the proposed 
development. 
 

6. FINDINGS 
 
6.1. Background to Maragana Square (Erf 2985) 
 
Erf 2985 was first surveyed as a separate erf in the 1980s and appears on earlier and 
contemporary aerial photographs as an open piece of land. The earliest grant that can be 
traced relating to this Erf is the 1923 Crown Grant (CF31.30 of 1923) of 382 morgen 77 
square roods granted to the City of Cape Town for the establishment of the Voorspoed 
Native Township (renamed Langa). Figures 12 to 15 show the historical development of the 
precinct surrounding the Washington/Leretholi intersection. Given the earlier plantations and 
subsequent intense use of the area, It seems unlikely that any archaeological remains will be 
present in the study area. No historical use of the land, besides the plantations, could be 
traced. 
 

 
 
Figure 12: Aerial photography c1938 (Job 126, Strip 84 No 11581). The current public open spaces at erven 
2985 and 550 are in the lower left and upper right portions of the yellow circle. Erf 210 is in the upper left part of 
the circle. Note the surrounding remains of the Uitvlugt plantation. The three erven mentioned above still retain 
some mature trees planted as part of the plantation, though most are on erf 550. 
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Figure 13: Aerial photography c1944 (Job 72 Strip 4 No 107). The current public open spaces at erven 2985 
and 550 are in the lower left and upper right portions of the yellow circle.  

 

 

Erf 550 Erf 210 

Erf 2985 

 
Figure 14: Detail of Figure 13 shows that the plantations present in 1938 have been cleared but 

that trees around the boundary of erf 550 were retained, presumably in the creation of public 
open space. Very few trees remain along the edges of erven 210 and 2985. 

 

 10



 
 
Figure 15: Aerial photography c1955 (Job 335, Strip 06, No 6050). The study area is in the yellow circle. 
 
 
6.2. Archaeology 
 
No archaeological material, either prehistoric or historical, was noted during the survey. 
Although most of the ground surface was paved, that among the trees of erf 550 was open 
(Figure 15). It is not considered likely that archaeological material of significance will be 
preserved in the study area. 
 

 
 

Figure 15: View of the open, sandy area on erf 550. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 
 
Maragana Square (erf 2985) appears to have been consistently used over time as an open 
space. Prior to the establishment of the Langa township, the site was used as a state 
plantation, of which some of the trees were included in the initial design (Coetzer 2003) and a 
number of large gum trees on the square may date back to this plantation period. Those on 
Mendi Square (erf 550) certainly do appear to relate to the old plantation and this site too has 
remained undeveloped. 
 
No archaeological remains were noted and the background review suggests that none of 
significance are expected to occur. 
 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The design proposal is intended to improve the quality of public space and the relationship of 
buildings within the precinct and no doubt will effect this goal. Subject to the approval of 
SAHRA (Western Cape), it is recommended that the proposed project should be allowed to 
proceed with no further archaeological intervention required. 
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