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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSED NEW PRISON AT PARYS,
FREE STATE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A new penal complex is planned adjacent to the old prison at Parys, Free State.

The area proposed for development consists of vegetable gardens and grazing
fields on the outskirts of town.

No graves or other historical or cultural remains could be found on the surface.

| recommend that the planning and development of the proposed new prison
complex may proceed.

The old prison building dates back for more than one hundred years and it will
probably be developed into a museum.

Concerning the old prison building | recommend that a permit should be obtained
from the Free State Provincial Heritage Resources Agency (PHRA) and that the
Free State Branch of the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) in
Bloemfontein, should also be involved before any renovations and alterations will
be done to the old building.

INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION

INVESTIGATION
The site for the proposed new prison at Parys was visited on 26 June 2007. The
area was investigated on foot, GPS coordinates were taken on the peripheral

points, and the features were recorded on camera. The different measuring
points are the results of my own allocation.



The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation
Act, (73 of 1989).

LOCALITY
The proposed new prison complex is planned on the outskirts of the town to the

east of the existing prison (Map 2) (Map 1).

The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken (2627CD):

A (Bore hole) 26°546'03"S 027°28'07"E Altitude 1403m (Fig.1).

B (Reservoir) 26°54'01"S 027°28’'08"E Altitude 1405m (Fig.2).

C 26°54'00"S 027°28'08"E Altitude 1413m (Figs.3&4).

D (Figs.5&6).

E 26°53'58"S 027°28'17"E Altitude 1415m (Figs.7&8).

F 26°54'02"S 027°28'19"E Altitude 1420m (Figs.9&10).
G 26°54'05"S 027°28'15"E Altitude 1414m (Figs.11&12).
H 26°54'08"S 027°28'10"E Altitude 1409m (Figs.13&14).

HISTORY OF THE OLD PRISON, PARYS

| could not find anything in writing about the history of the old prison. However,
during a telephonic conversation with Mr Tienie van Rensburg, the prison
commander, and with Mr André Ludwick, caretaker of the Parys Municipal
Museum, | was able to learn a number of basic facts.

The middle part of the old prison building (Figs.15&16) dates from 1896 and is
older than a hundred years. It also seems that the central part was later enclosed
by a stone-wall, which had been built-up with the addition of a brick wall and
covered in places by a corrugated roof.



FINDS

No graves or any other cultural or historical material were found in the area of
development.

The old water irrigation furrow could date from earlier times, but will not be
affected by the present developments.
ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT
The proposed developments will have no impact on any cultural and
historical heritage remains at the Old Prison in Pays.
RECOMMENDATIONS

| recommend that the planning of the proposed developments at the prison at
Parys could proceed.

| further recommend that the history and significance of the Old Prison at Parys
should be investigated and that this should be taken into consideration during the
restoration and renovation of the building.

MITIGATION

Concerning the area for the proposed developments, no mitigation measures will
be required.

There are no obvious reasons to delay the commencement of further planning
and development of the site.

| recommend that the proposed developments may proceed.
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Map 1 Locality of Parys in relation to other town in the Vaal Triangle.
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Map 4 Locality of the GPS coordinate boints. New prison, Parys.
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Fig.L View from the bore hole at Point A facing across

-

te veetable garden.

Fig.2 PointB faing east towards the water supply tower and the second bore hole.
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Fig.5 Point D facing south towards the old prison.

Fig.6 Pointhacin nth. ‘-



Fig.7 Point E facing east.

Fig.8 Point E fcing south.
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Fig.9

Fig.10

Point F facing south.

Point F showing daage to the soils surface.
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Fig.11 Point G.

Fig.12 PointG faing west towards the old prison.
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Fig.13 Point H ingthe residential area |

Bak
ocated to the south of the prison.

Fig.14 View from Point H cing north.
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Fig.15 Rear end (eastern view) of the old prison.

Fig.16 Front (west) view of the old prison.
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Fig.17 Aco

ncrete irrigation furrow runs along the southern border of the old prison.
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