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I SECTION 3: PROSPECTING METHODOLOGY ~ ___ nn_ 

The bulk of the prospecting at Impala Platinum is done by drilling of core-recovering 
boreholes. The drill rig is a power-driven rotary drill with a diamond-studded bit mounted on 
a large vehicle, increasing the efficiency of drilling resulting in less time on a site. The 
recovered core is transported in galvanized zinc trays and stored at the core store. 

Figure ~: Typical prospecting site 

Access to the prospecting borehole site is negotiated with the surface owners/tenants in 
consultation with the geologist in charge. Once the position of the borehole is finalized, a 
digital photograph of the borehole site is taken from the north, if possible, before any site 
preparation. Photographs are archived at the Mine's Exploration Department. 

Prior to drilling, sumps to collect drill sludge and recycl741aler are dug. The overburden 
where these sumps are excavated is retained to fill up the sludge sump once drilling is 

I ' 
completed. All sumps are lined with impervious Pia" S .. ,t,iiCC) .. errc~\.t"re drill rig is erected, plastic or 
concrete catchments are installed under diesel t~ of t~~ drill rigs to control possible 
spillage of diesel and oiL . "', " 

Prepared by Strategic Environmental Focus (Pty) Ltd 
Impala Platinum Limited - SEMP- Hackney 116 KT, Northern (Limpopo) Province 
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FIGURE 5: TOPOGRAPHICAL LOCALITY MAP 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL SI(ifNIFICANCE OF THE SEKHUKHUNh VALLEY 

\Vith j'cference tn your enquil':Y 011 thcabove matter. the follo ....... ·ing comments. The area llndt'r cunsidenHion 
cover:.; the iollowmg t1:imu: Ds.jate, WitUlLu"shoek, Haeknt·y. T\vickt'nhmTl, Surbillln, Pasehas Kraal and 
Mecklenburg" I personaUy have been doing arci1acolug:ical ;-md amhropolngical \'Fork: in the area tor the 
Pl.1st 20 :; ... ears and know it very VI/ell. 

.-l Cultun'!l histnricaHy, this is probahly one of the most important areas in the larger rtgkm. Human 
hahitflltion of this !lrea has tuken place here for hundreds ofthomm.mJs of yC:::1rs~ n.~:'Sul!irlg. in l>;itt:t'l fjf cultural 
~ignit1cal1ce to be located an over. 

Stone Age people h,ilVC bl.~l:f1 knmvr! to inhahit the area since >It least Middle Stone Age times:, :r.md is 
l'vit.k~nt:l:d from their stone tools that are found all .over. especially in the large i,.~wsion dlJil'1g~s. Ta.te Stone 
Agl.! people alilo occupied the !lIcea and. although there .ue n.:ihem~i.:s to 1\.''''0 mck art 1\jte~ in the area. 1 h<lYC 

up to now been unable to locate them. 

tiarly Iron Agl~ ~itl: (c. AD 600 - 9(0) occurs. nil oVer in the valh:y~ but more Spt!cificall)' lin lhl! alluvial 
soii~ elosl: tu th(: different strlfaml; Gnsscrossing the area. 

Late Iron Age sites, although dHl1cult [.I) distirtt,!uish a~ they are overhud by m.ore recent sites, follows the 
same pattern, TI1ese Wt':rc lht, pn~dcccssO!'s fit' :.::ome aftile Cl.ment inhabitants. The redi, cliITtmlly l{)nning 
the domimmt b'TUUP, t=nlcred the area by AU 16005. One oftheir main ~cUk~mcnls h lot.:li1cd on the hill 
l~allcd MoscA,;o, 

Possibly 'the most significanl::;il"~ in the an,~<t i~ at T:~ate, where the »)'edi used to st~y under ieadershipof 
KgoSi Sekhukhune. Thi>s site is h .. l~l1led sUlTfJundm@. a small hill south ofMose~o. In this are~'l1ht''1:'\l<.1f or 
i 879 took plac0, 'when th,;: Rrltish tried to sLlhdue the PeaL otd milit~~ry campi') lind l.!L.~mt;,:l~fic;;;. are t'burld Alll 
over. 

NOf,rrHERN FLAGSHIP INSTITUT10N/NOORDElIKE VLAGSlKlPINSreLUNG 
iNCORPORA TING/GEJNIKORPOREIER 

Nl;I\iQmd CultYH11 Hi~tOfjl MLH"~·\Jm,N\lI.;;I"·!'I·ak<l} Kulltlllfhl;!;torll!!lll!;!!1 MY3~lJm 
. ~H~ 

NE1ltiOlD~1 MY$cl1l1l of 
PiO;HH",or,,'P~onier MIJr,;~ur<l • l(fllgsr MU!l~um • 
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"'''''J Other sites arc for the hill c~;ljllcd ModlJrnoUe Gods h~vt~ 

area. Later, Mler<e~nske:Y'5 
here. 

oA'mission si!lltioIl9:S occur in the area, e.g. that of Ale,'>i:&lnde#' f'vf'erenRkev 
a ;;,h:mificant role in the e.stabHshnrent of Chri;;:tian 

;!}n importan.t role in the ,!leolo~l.ticaJ 
In the 

In the light of the above. it is my contention that nQ mininI-; prospecting or i~ to take phi!;;": in 
the area unless the foUQ\vil1g has been done: 

1. Dt~{ailcd consultation .. vith the looal community to establish their vIewpoint on development
t 

a.s 
'wcH as to determine unknown s1tes. 

2. A detailed heritage survey and doc:wnentation of aU heritage (tangible .md intangibIJ..~) in the valley_ 
J, Development ofa comprehensive heritage rrrn.nagcmt..~nt plan fUf «hcsc res.ources to he implemented 

ifand when pro.spl,,~cling, :and minin~ takes place. 

Yours l'\incere!y 

J A V AN SCHALK WYK 
HEAD: RESESEA4.RCII SECTION 


