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1 Introduction 

Anker Coal and Mineral Holdings SA (Pty) Ltd (hereinafter Anker Coal) appointed Digby 

Wells Environmental (hereinafter Digby Wells) to complete an integrated Section 102 

amendment of their approved Elandsfontein Operations Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr) ("the Project").  Digby Wells completed the Project in terms of Section 

102 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) 

(MPRDA). 

The suite of requested specialist studies included a Heritage Resources Management 

(HRM) process to comply with the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 

1999) (NHRA).  

2 Project Details 

The Elandsfontein Colliery consisted of underground (314MR) and open-pit sections 

(63MR). As this is an existing operation, all the necessary infrastructure is in place and no 

additional infrastructure is proposed as part of the amendment process. The only new 

operational activity is the extraction of the No. 2 coal seam via open-pit strip mining within 

the 314MR area as the quality of the resource is such that it will be sold to Eskom’s Primary 

Energy Division for the generation of electricity at various power stations1. Open pit 

operations commenced in October 2016 on mineral area 5 of 63MR through pre-stripping of 

waste material to expose the No. 2 seam. Full production capacity was anticipated during 

January 2017, aimed at between 50 000 to 60 000 tonne Run of Mine (RoM).  

The mining method employed is roll over strip mining concurrent with rehabilitation. The 

exposed No. 2 seam will be mined by truck and shovel operations and placed on the RoM 

stock pile for dry processing. Drilling and blasting operations will form a critical part of mining 

method. Both material horizons will be drilled at specific patterns and blasted with the use of 

emulsion and pyrotechnics (shocktube). Waste material will be placed on dumps in support 

of a continuous roll over method where waste material will be placed in previous mined out 

cut.  

To continue with the aforementioned mining of the No. 2 coal seam, Anker Coal wishes to 

extend its mining right 314 MR expiring in 2017. To obtain the required extension, Anker 

Coal must update their Mine Works Programme (MWP), Social and Labour Plan (SLP), and 

EMPr to reflect various operational changes.  

  

                                                

1
 It is important to note that coal is currently being sold to Eskom and that it is essential that these sales continue 
without interruption to allow ongoing rehabilitation of the mined-out areas. 
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Table 1: Project Location Details 

Province Mpumalanga 

Magisterial District Witbank Magisterial District (WMD) 

District Municipality Nkangala District Municipality (NDM) 

Local Municipality eMalahleni Local Municipality (ELM) 

Nearest town Clewer / eMalahleni / Ogies 

Property Elandsfontein 309 JS 

Location Off Apex Road, Clewer.  

1:50 000 topographical map 2629CC 

Relative centre coordinates of project area 
South: 25° 54' 37.689" S 

East: 29° 5' 18.120" E 

Extent of properties 
314 MR = 592 ha 

63 MR = 237.7 ha 

Commodity Coal 

Predominant land use/s of surrounding 

properties 
Settlement, Agriculture, Mining 

Rezoning requirements The project area will not require rezoning 

 

Table 2: Landowner Details 

Name Property Notified 

Anker Coal Elandsfontein 309 JS N/A 

3 Assessment Processes 

The following impact assessment processes are currently being conducted for the proposed 

project.   

Table 3: Current Assessment Processes  

Legislation 

(e.g. NEMA, MPRDA, 

etc.) 

Current phase of 

assessment process 

(e.g. Scoping, EIA, etc.) 

Authorities who has / 

will receive 

information 

Capacity of 

Authorities 

MPRDA Section 102 Application 
Department of Mineral 

Resources (DMR) 

Licencing 

Authority 

NHRA 
Notification of Intent to 

Develop & HIA 
SAHRA Commenting 
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Legislation 

(e.g. NEMA, MPRDA, 

etc.) 

Current phase of 

assessment process 

(e.g. Scoping, EIA, etc.) 

Authorities who has / 

will receive 

information 

Capacity of 

Authorities 

Notification of Intent to 

Develop & Request for 

Exemption 

Mpumalanga Provincial 

Heritage Resources 

Authority (MPHRA) 

Noting
2
 

These assessments are required in terms of legislated and / or regulated activities outlined 

in Sections 3.1 to 3.3 below. 

3.1 EIA Regulations Listed Activities 

The proposed development will not include any activities listed in the EIA Regulations, 2014 

which generally require impact assessments. This application considers the Section 102 

EMPr Amendment for the Elandsfontein Colliery in terms of the MPRDA. 

Table 4: Identified Listed Activities 

NEMA Activity No. NHRA Trigger Description 
Expected 

duration/phase 

N/A Section 38(8) 
Section 102 EMPr 

Amendment 
N/A 

3.2 NHRA Section 38(1) activities 

The proposed development will include the following activities listed in Section 38(1) of the 

NHRA, which generally require heritage assessments to be undertaken. 

Table 5: NHRA Section 38 triggers 

 NHRA Section 38 (1) Activities / Triggers 

Summary description 

(e.g. 500 m conveyor belt, open cast pit, 

etc.) 

 a 
Any linear development or barrier 

>300 m  
- 

 b Any bridge or similar structure >50 m - 

 c 
Any development or activity that will 

change the character of a site: 
- 

  i ≥5 000m
2
 in extent 

Open pit mining over an areal extent of 

~206 ha 

                                                

2
 The NID and HIA will be submitted to the MPRHA via SAHRIS for noting only, as no heritage resources will be 
impacted on that fall within the MPRHAs competency, i.e. NHRA Section 34 protected structures. 
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 NHRA Section 38 (1) Activities / Triggers 

Summary description 

(e.g. 500 m conveyor belt, open cast pit, 

etc.) 

 ii 
Involving ≥3 existing erven/ 

subdivisions 
- 

 iii 

Involving ≥3 or more erven/ 

divisions consolidated within past 5 

years. 

- 

 d Rezoning of a site ≥10 000m
2
 in extent. N/A 

 e 

Other triggers, e.g.: in terms of other 

legislation, (i.e.: National Environment 

Management Act, etc.) 

MPRDA 

NEMA 

3.3 Identified / Known Heritage Resources and Potential Impacts 

Certain categories of heritage resources, if identified / existing, generally require heritage 

assessments to be conducted before any development may take place. These categories 

may also be formally or generally protected in terms of the NHRA: 

Table 6: Identified Heritage Resources in terms of Section 3 of the NHRA 

 Section Description 

 3(2)(a) 

Places, buildings, structures and equipment of cultural significance  

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(b) 

Places to which oral traditions are attached or which are associated with living  

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(c) 

Historical settlements and townscapes 

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(d) 

Landscapes and natural features of cultural significance 

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(e) 

Geological resources of scientific or cultural importance 

Description of resource: The project area is underlain by lithostratigraphy of very high 

sensitivity. No natural outcrops were identified within the project area during the pre-

disturbance survey.  
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 Section Description 

Potential impact: Destruction of fossiliferous material through mining activities 

 3(2)(f) 

Archaeology and/or palaeontology (Including archaeological sites and material, 

fossils, rock art, battlefields & wrecks) 

Description of resource: None identified  

Potential impact: None  

 3(2)(g) 

Graves and burial grounds (e.g. ancestral graves, graves of victims of conflict, 

historical graves & cemeteries) 

Description of resource: Five burial grounds and graves within the site-specific study 

area. 

Potential impact: Destruction of BGG-002 through mining related activities. 

 3(2)(h) 

Other human remains 

Description of resource: None identified  

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(i) 

Sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa 

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

 3(2)(j) 

Movable objects 

Description of resource: None identified 

Potential impact: None 

4 Illustrative Material  

Illustrative material is provided in the HIA and Appendix B. The illustrative material 

demonstrates the general Project locality, and the site specific study area that was assessed 

as part of the pre-disturbance survey. 

5 Recommendation 

A summary and motivation of the specialist recommendations is provided in Table 7: 

Table 7: Specialist heritage recommendations 

Is a Heritage Impact Assessment required?   Yes  No 

If NO, provide motivation:  
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If YES, provide suggested components that may be required or undertaken during HIA. 

 Archaeology  Architecture 

 Built Environment  Burial Grounds and Graves 

 Palaeontology  Public Participation 

 Townscapes  Visual Impact 

 Other: 

Recommendation made by: 

Name: Justin du Piesanie 

Capacity: Manager: HRM 
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Project No: ANK3784 10 August 2017 

ELANDSFONTEIN COLLIERY (PTY) LTD 

MINING RIGHT RENEWAL AND UPDATING OF THE ELANDSFONTEIN COLLIERY 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Elandsfontein Colliery (Pty) Ltd is in the process of renewing its Mining Right (MP314MR) 

and updating and amending the approved Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the 

Elandsfontein Colliery, located directly west of Clewer Town in the Mpumalanga Province. 

This project focuses solely on MP314MR and the activities associated with this part of the 

Colliery. 

Elandsfontein Colliery obtained authorisations for its EMP in terms of the Minerals Act, 1991 

(Act No. 51 of 1991) in 1999 and a new order mining right has subsequently been approved 

for the operations. 

1 Project Background and Description 

Elandsfontein Colliery was developed by Fraser Alexander in the 1980’s and sold to Anker 

Coal in 1997. Prior to 1991 and the passing of the Minerals Act, 1991 (Act No. 51 of 1991), 

there was no requirement for any mining licence or mining right, since the Mining Rights Act, 

1967 did not apply to base minerals (although the provisions of the Mines and Works Act, 

1956, dealing with mine safety, applied to all mines including coal). Accordingly, all mining 

conducted up to 1991 would have been unregulated particularly as far as environmental 

measures were concerned. Thereafter, the owners of all mines were required to obtain 

mining authorisations and to prepare Environmental Management Programmes. The EMPR 

for Elandsfontein was approved by the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) in 1999 and 

set out management measures that would be applicable from that time onward. 

Mining on MP314MR consisted mostly of underground mining and some opencast sections. 

Discard from the wash plant was disposed of on the footprint of the old discard dump. Slurry 

was filter pressed and sold. Areas within the Colliery have also been rehabilitated to varying 

degrees. 

Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) was appointed by Elandsfontein Colliery (Pty) Ltd 

to apply for the renewal of the Mining Right (MP314MR) and updating and amending of the 

approved EMP for the Elandsfontein Colliery.  

 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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2 Project Location 

The Colliery is located in the Emalahleni Local Municipality within the Nkangala District 

Municipality in the Mpumalanga Province. The site is situated adjacent to the town of Clewer 

and access to the Elandsfontein Colliery is via the R547 regional road (see Figure 1 below).  

The project is situated on the following farm/s which form part of the three mining areas 

listed in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Elandsfontein Properties 

Farm Portion 

Elandsfontein 309 JS 

Remaining Extent of Portion 7 (a portion of Portion 1) 

Portion 14 (a portion of Portion 2) 

Portion 44 

Mineral Area 6 (a portion of Mineral Area 5) (situated on 

R/E Portion 8) 

Mineral Area 7 (a portion of Mineral Area 4) (situated on 

Portion 44) 
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Figure 1: Local Setting 
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3 Specialist Studies 

Digby Wells has undertaken the following specialist studies in support of the project: 

■ Air Quality; 

■ Heritage; 

■ Surface Water; 

■ Wetlands;  

■ Fauna and Flora; 

■ Aquatic Ecology; 

■ Soil; 

■ Cultural Heritage; 

■ Rehabilitation and Closure; and 

■ Groundwater. 

The Public Participation Process (PPP) is undertaken as per the requirements of the 

National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014). 

4 Public Participation Process 

The PPP is initiated with the purpose of sharing project information and gathering comments 

from stakeholders. Stakeholders are hereby invited to register as Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) and to submit comments regarding the proposed project.  

■ Project Announcement: The project has been announced making use of the 

following media - An advertisement in the Witbank News and Site Notices erected on 

the proposed project site and at strategic locations within the greater area. 

Prospective I&APs are provided with this Background Information Letter (BIL) and 

Registration and Comment Form (attached). Should you wish to receive further 

information regarding the project, please submit the Registration and Comment Form 

to the Digby Wells Stakeholder Engagement Office.  

■ Comment on Reports: The draft EIA/EMP and specialist studies are available for 

public comment for 30 days on the Digby Wells website and at the public places 

indicated in the table below. The review period will be from 11 August 2017 to 11 

September 2017.  
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Venue Address Contact Person 
Contact 

Number 

Emalahleni Public Library 
Corner Mandela and Arra 

Street, Emalahleni 

Johanette 

Rozmiarek 
(013) 690 6229 

Elandsfontein Colliery 

(Pty) Ltd 

Farm Elandsfontein 309 JS, 

Clewer 

Johan Dreyer (013) 659 9900 

The reports are also available on the Digby Wells website: www.digbywells.com under Public 

Documents or Phone and request a CD copy at (011) 789 9495 

 

How to register and/or comment on the proposed project: 

You are welcome to address your comments, concerns or suggestions to Digby Wells 

through any one of the following: 

■ Completing and submitting the attached Registration and Comment Form; 

■ A letter or other form of written submission;  or 

■ By email, fax or telephone correspondence. 

Should you wish to be registered as an I&AP, obtain additional information or comment on 

the proposed project, please contact Nondumiso Gwala at Tel: (011) 789 9495 or Fax: (011) 

069 6801, Post: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 or Email: 

Nondumiso.gwala@digbywells.com. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

Nondumiso Gwala 

Environmental and Stakeholder Engagement Consultant 

 

Enclosed 

■ Registration and Comment Form 

http://www.digbywells.com/
mailto:Nondumiso.gwala@digbywells.com
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