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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
As a consequence of a Stop Works Order issued by Heritage Western Cape in December 

2011 on all works relating to the construction of two bus stops as part of the City of Cape 

Town’s Integrated Rapid Transport (IRT) system, once it was discovered that part of the 

historic wooden paved road surface in Adderly Street had been damaged, the city of Cape 

Town’s Environmental and Heritage Resources management Branch applied for a permit 

from Heritage Western Cape to record both sites and monitor all additional construction work 

that was to take place. This report documents this process and provides visual evidence that 

satisfies the conditions of the permit. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
 
The City of Cape Town’s Integrated Rapid Transport (IRT) programme required the construction of 

several bus stops with in the CBD. During the initial construction phase towards the end of 2011, a 

section of Adderly Street’s buried historic wooden paved road surface was damaged. Heritage 

Western Cape issued a Stop Works Order in December 2011. The City of Cape Town’s 

Environmental and Heritage Resources Branch applied for a permit to accurately record the 

exposed areas and monitor all additional construction work that was to take place. Construction 

affected two sites on opposite sides of Adderly Street (named FIC 225 NB and FIC 225 SB), to the 

south and north of Longmarket Street (Figure 1). This report presents the results of the recording 

and monitoring exercise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Location of FIC 225 SB and FIC 225 NB  
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2. Background 

 
Patrick and Poggenpoel (2011) indicated in their report that in 1906, the City Engineer for the Cape 

Town, John Cook requisitioned hard wood block paving for the resurfacing of Adderly, Darling, St. 

Georges, Plein and Long Streets. The pavers were cut from Pinus sylvestris (commonly known as 

Baltic Redwood, Red Deal, Red Pine etc.),  to uniform sizes: 9 inches, 8 inches and 7 inches long, 

by 3 inches wide and 5 inches deep. These were treated with creosote (made by distilling coal tar, 

wood tar or water-gas tar) in order to protect the wood. This was a common practice at the end of 

the 19th and early 20th centuries and used especially for areas that were to be exposed to a lot of 

moisture. It was evident when removing the sample at FIC 225 SB that the pavers were still heavily 

impregnated with creosote and were quite wet when lifted. 

A selection of historic photographs showing different views of Adderly Street as a wooden paved 

roadway and which are part of the City of Cape Town’s Environmental and Heritage Resources 

Information Centre (EHRIC) collection are presented in Appendix 2.  

 

 

3. Totem Base Site (FIC 225 SB)  (33° 55’ 26.90˝ S, 18° 25’ 16.15˝ E) 

 
A Reduced Base Totem Pole was to be installed for bus stop FIC 225 SB within an already raised 

platform and required the excavation of an area of 470 x 470 mm to a depth of 750mm (Appendix 

3). Patrick et al (2011) had established that in situ wooden paving lay in this location, so it was likely 

that the excavation for the installation of the pole would impact the paved road surface below. As 

part of their monitoring brief, this section of Adderly Street was accurately recorded, but it was 

decided that the City would excavated the proposed site accurately and record the findings. The 

pole had to be secured in the ground at a depth below that of any in situ wooden paving and hence 

they would need to be removed. On 16 

February 2012, the brick work in the 

raised island was removed for the 

installation of the Totem Pole base 

(12.6m from the curb edge of 

Longmarket Street) and the sand fill 

removed. This exposed a 2cm thick 

layer of tar below which lay the 

wooden setts. These were on average 

120mm in thickness and rested upon a 

cemented surface. Only part of the 

opened area still contained pavers 

Figure 2: Position of Totem Base Pole excavation FIC 225 SB  
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(Figures 4&6). Earlier works (date unknown) had already disturbed the roadway (see figure x). The 

pavers were removed and the cemented surface photographed (Figure x). It is evident from the 

impressions which remain in the cemented foundation surface, that the pavers were laid whilst this 

was wet (Figure x). The contractors removed the cemented layer in order to install the totem pole. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: Historic Photograph of Adderly Street showing site FIC 225 SB. The Groote Kerk is in the 

foreground (Ref: City of Cape Town EHRIC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Position of in situ wooden pavers  
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Figure 5: Exposed cobbled road surface with tar capping 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6: Remains of paved road surface 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7: Cemented foundation level after removal of wooden cobbles 
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It was later decided by the civil engineers that an additional section of Adderly Street to the west of 

the constructed bus stop had to be reinforced to accommodate the frequent stops of the My Citi 

busses (Figure 8,9,10 & 11). This necessitated the exposure and removal of 1.3m x 13.1m of the 

historic road. A small collection of the in situ setts was made and photographed (Figure 12). A 

sample will be stored at the IZIKO South African Museum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: View north down Adderly Street Figure 9: View south up Adderly Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Detail at southern most extent of excavation 
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Figure 11: Plan of work done on FIC 225 SB site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Sample of removed wooden pavers from FIC 225 SB 
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4. Feeder Bus Stop (FIC 225 NB):33° 55’ 25.17˝ S, 18° 25’ 16.76˝ E 
 

FIC 225 NB is a full feeder bus stop which had to be 

constructed to “bump out” into Adderly Street 

(Appendix 4) (Figure 13). 

When work was stopped on the site in November 

2011, all of the wooden pavers which had been 

disturbed were removed by the contractor (and were 

not seen by either City of Cape Town officials or 

Heritage Western Cape officials) and all that 

remained was a cut section through pavers in the 

south eastern corner of the site (Figure 14). It is 

unclear how much in situ paving had existed when construction began. The site had however been 

disturbed during previous road working episodes. This was apparent when the site was cleaned up 

by us. The filled trench which ran almost the entire length of the site area had lain below the current 

tarred road surface. A plan of the site is presented below (Figure 15). 

 

What was evident on either side of the trench was the cemented platform into which the wooden 

pavers had been set and in which the impressions of the pavers were clearly visible (Figure 14). A 

pit had also been dug by the construction team as part of the bus stop construction (Figure 16). The 

western and southern sections of this pit were cleaned up, photographed and drawn (Figures 17, 

19, 19 & 20). 

Earlier road surface material which predated the laying of the wooden pavers was exposed in the pit 

sections. Immediately below the cemented foundation for the paved street was a layer of slate 

pieces which appear to have been randomly laid as a base layer. Below this level was a red clay 

unit containing stone chips and below that two clay levels containing pieces of decomposed brick 

lay (Figures 18 & 20).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: FIC 225 NB  



9 

 

Figure 14: Disturbed section of pavers with detail on the right  

 

Figure 15: Plan of work done on FIC 225 NB site  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: View of the pit looking south Figure 17: Western section of the pit 
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Figure 18: Stratigraphic drawing of the western section of the pit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19: Southern section of the pit showing shale foundation slabs for the granite kerbstones  
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Figure 20: Stratigraphic drawing of the south section of the pit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 21: Sandstone foundation slab for granite kerbing 

 
 
In April 2012, after the feeder bus stop had been constructed, it was decided by the civil engineers 

to again reinforce the subsurface levels of Adderly Street immediately adjacent to the bus stop. This 

necessitated the removal of the tarred surface and exposure, followed by excavation of an 
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additional 3m x 18.5m strip east of the stop. The site was inspected and it was clear, that aside from 

a small 1m x 1.5m in situ area in the north eastern corner of the exposure, that only disturbed 

patches of paved road surface remained (Figures 22, 23, 24 & 25).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 22: View down Adderly Street (north) Figure 23: View up Adderly Street (south) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 24: View towards expanded bus stop 
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Figure 25: Corner of Adderly and Longmarket Streets 
 
 

4. Conclusion 

 

The monitoring and recording exercise undertaken by the City of Cape Town during the 

construction of FIC 225 NB and FIC 225 SB is a satisfactory record of both the in situ and 

disturbed portions of the historic paved sections of Adderly Street which remain below the 

current tarred road surface in these two locations. More of the paved surface does still 

remain buried and future construction work will need to be mindful thereof and the 

appropriate monitoring and recording be undertaken.  
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Appendix 1: Excavation Permit  
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Appendix 2: Historic Images of Adderly Street Showing Wooden Paving 
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Appendix 3: Plan Drawing for FIC 225 SB 
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Appendix 4: Plan Drawing for FIC 225 NB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


