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GENERAL BACKGROUND 
 
The homestead is situated about 2km towards the coast off the N3, North of Salt Rock, on a 
Farm now owned by Tongaat-Hulett. The main house & outbuildings are about 200m from 
the beach sand & coastal vegetation line with 180 degree views of the ocean & onto the 
beautiful small protected Sharks Bay to the South West. This bay is home to The Umhlali 
Ski Boat Club, one of 4 Ski boat launch sites in the KwaDukuza Municipality and is in 
constant use. The ski boat club is situated on land owned by Tongaat-Hulett. Around the 
point and south of the ski boat club, lies the town of Tinley Manor Beach. 
 
The rolling dunes of the farm are all currently planted with sugarcane with a strip of 
indigenous coastal forest along the edge of the beach. This strip is compromised by 
evidence of some invasive species in parts.  
 
To the North boundary of the property there is a small estuary which sometimes opens to 
the sea in wet seasons. There is also a smaller estuary on the Southern border of the farm 
at the ski boat launching site. 
 
The house is situated high on the first dune, overlooking the bay, in line with the coastline 
and faces in a South Easterly angle, towards the sea view. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



BACKGROUND HISTORY 
 
I have spoken with some local residents who thought the original farmhouse was built after 
about 1915 by a Tom Bertram, and later passed on to his son George. After that it was 
owned by the Ridl and then the Blake families. This is hearsay and as such unconfirmed 
background. It is presently owned by Tongaat-Hulett. The house would have functioned as 
a traditional family farmhouse with the nearby barn structure being likely to be the same 
age, as it would have been needed for storage of farming equipment. 

 
 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE 

 
The date of the house, as claimed above, would appear to be at least 5 years too early. I 
am dating the construction of the house at between 1920 -1925. I base my claim on 
research I have done via Everite Products into the very first appearance of this profile of 
corrugated asbestos sheeting in South Africa, which is listed as being during 1920. 
Assuming these buildings were from the very first deliveries would date it at being 98 years 
old, but it could easily have been a few years later. 
My thinking originally was that the current asbestos sheeting on the house roof had 
replaced original corrugated iron sheeting which could have rusted away. The barn was a 
mystery, in its’ bad condition, because it just looked too old to have originally been 
corrugated iron then replaced and yet still look as battered as it does, all within that period. 
There are many coastal “wood and iron” buildings still in good standing in Kwa-Zulu Natal. 
Looking at the barn in its condition and with the research into first manufacture of asbestos 
sheeting locally, it is obvious that it has never been re-clad and is likely to still be the 
original sheeting. The house has just been better maintained, and its’ roof painted regularly 
and properly, which has retained the original sheets in good condition. 
 
It is a simply laid-out and modest building with a barn type roof and gables at each end. 
There are two lean-to verandahs, on the sea-facing South Easterly side and the inland 
facing North Westerly side. This was obviously done to take advantage of the view on the 
South East side but to seek protection in windy weather on the North West verandah. There 
is a swimming pool on the sheltered side about 6 metres away from the verandah. 
The construction of the house is traditional 230mm brickwork, plastered. The original house 
may have had face brick plinths but if so, these have since been plastered.  
 
The roof is at a 35 degree pitch and the lean-to verandahs are at 5 degrees. All currently 
have asbestos sheeting which would most likely be the original sheeting. There is a 
facebrick fireplace in the dining room which is still in its original condition aside from having 
been painted. Its’ chimney appears to have been altered over the years but it does bear 
some likeness to the chimneys of that era. It has managed to retain its chimney pot. 
 
There have been various alterations to the original house. 
 

 The back verandah on the South West kitchen side has been enclosed on both ends to 
increase the kitchen size and on the opposite end to create an additional bedroom. A 
bathroom has been haphazardly tacked onto the North East end to serve this bedroom. 



 The front verandah on the South East side has also had one end enclosed to create an 
en-suite bathroom for the main bedroom.  

 The old sea facing verandah (its’ concrete steps still visible below) has been covered by 
an un-roofed timber deck, onto which the dining room and lounge open out.  

 The dining room has had its original windows on the South East side removed and 
replaced with sliding folding aluminium doors. 

 All original timber windows in the house have been replaced with aluminium ones in a 
similar proportion. 

 There are new aluminium windows on the South East side which are of a more modern 
proportion The garage outbuilding has a collection of steel windows from about the 
1970’s. 

 Inside the house, the wall between the lounge & dining room has been removed to 
make a more open plan space.  

 
There are timber sprung floors in most rooms which seem in good condition. The skirting 
boards appear to be original, 160mm high, simply shaped in keeping with its’ basic farm 
cottage style. All internal doors have 100mm architraves. Most rooms have inside airbricks 
in early 1900’s style but all have been blocked up externally. 
 
Various features place the house in the early 1900’s and a few of these still evident, 
namely: 

 The house layout plan, which would conform to a simple cottage of that era 

 The symmetrical positioning of remaining original windows on the North East elevation   

 The proportions of most of the windows 

 The size and shape of a few remaining airbricks 

 The shaped, clipped timber barge trimming on both gable ends & the roof vent space. 
The original infill louvres presumably rotted and have been replaced by boarding. 

 The timber sprung floor  

 The addition of a more modern garage building at a later date, presumed to have been 
added onto an original outhouse structure, which is visible protruding from the side of 
the garage on the South West elevation next to an old fireplace structure, the chimney 
of which has been demolished. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The North East gable - note 3 windows & their symmetrical positioning on the gable in 
relation to the 5 airbricks & the gable roof vent. Also note the floor ventilation openings. 
 
 
 

 
The en-suite bathroom added haphazardly onto the North East gable end 



 

    
 
Interior of original lounge showing the removed portion of dividing wall. Note - on the right, 
facing the sea and opening onto the S.E verandah, original double doors position and a 
window either side, illustrating the symmetry synonymous with the era. 
 

 
  Garage with demolished chimney protruding on the left of the older outhouse structure. 



 
 

 
 
   The South Easterly sea-facing side - part 1 
 

 
 
  The South Easterly sea-facing side – part 2 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   The approach to the house on the North West side 
 
 

THE BARN 
 
The ancilliary barn structure is situated about 18 metres away from the house to the South 
West. It consists of a brick base plinth with asbestos side cladding fixed to timber upright 
supports which also support timber trusses & and asbestos roof sheeting. It is possible that 
this was originally also corrugated iron cladding. A portion of the building next to the main 
double doors is walled in brickwork. The building has a pitched roof with a lean-to on the 
North East side. In contrast to the house, this building and has not been well maintained 
and is not in a good condition. 
 



 
 
The South West side of the barn 
 
 
 

 
 
The North East side of the barn 



 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
This is a comfortable family home which has evolved from its origins as a simple farm 
cottage to accommodate a more modern style of open plan living. Various alterations 
having been done to the original structure. It appears to be structurally sound, and there 
were no major cracks visible. The timber flooring seems in good condition. I did not manage 
to look above the ceilings at the roof timbers but all the ceilings appear level and sound. 
The old timber barges are taking strain. An expert opinion would be needed to judge the 
roof condition.  
 
Externally the only “noble feature” of the original humble abode that remains intact is the 
general roof configuration. There has been a badly planned added-on portion over the one 
en-suite bathroom which disturbs the balance on the relatively unaltered North East gable 
elevation. 
 
I would say that this has undoubtedly always been a wonderful place to live, with an 
interesting recent past. 
It is the owners’ intention to demolish the buildings as they do not form part of the 
envisaged development planned for the property. The house in its’ present adjusted form, is 
also not a pristine example of the local vernacular architecture of its’ era. 
 
 

 See annexure 1 measured drawing of the house & garage buildings, and annexure 2 
measured drawing of the barn and Site plan. 

 

 
The farmstead is pinned and shown in relation to the boundaries which are shown in red.  



 
 


