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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Eskom Holdings State Owned Company Limited (Eskom) is the South African utility that 
generates, transmits and distributes electricity. Eskom supplies about 95% of the country's 
electricity and about 60% of the total electricity consumed in Africa. Eskom plays a major 
role in accelerating growth in the South African economy by providing a high-quality supply 
of electricity. 
 
With the construction of three proposed new 132 kV substations (Ndumo, Gezisa and 
Mbazwana) for the supply of the greater Makhathini area in northern KwaZulu-Natal,  the 
existing Pongola-Candover 132kV line will be overloaded by 2013.  
 
Should this line be out of service for whatever reason, then the Makhathini, Gezisa, Ndumo 
and Nondabuya loads will be shed resulting in an inevitable loss of power supply in the 
greater Makhatini area and an unacceptable service to customers.  
 
A second 132kV line from Pongola to Candover therefore needs to be constructed to 
enhance security of supply for the Makhatini substations of Ndumo, Gezisa and Mbazwana 
in northern KwaZulu-Natal.  In order to accommodate a second Pongola-Candover 132kV 
line, modifications to the existing Pongola 132/22kV substation and the end point, the 
existing Candover switching station, will have to be undertaken. A second 132kV power line 
and substation is also required to tee-off the existing Mkuze-Pongola 132kV power line (also 
called Mkuze-Pongola line 1). This proposed substation will be constructed close to the turn-
off from the N2 to the road leading to Golela and Swaziland. This substation will 
accommodate the electrical load for developments within the vicinity of the border post. As 
the two projects are in close proximity their environmental impact assessment is being dealt 
with simultaneously. The area is very hilly and mountainous with bushveld which imposes 
access constraints and difficulties associated with identifying alternative power line corridors. 
Game farms, a game reserve and some sugar cane are the predominant land uses. 
 
This report is produced to capture the public participation that occurred during the Basic 
Assessment process and to capture and respond to the issues raised by Interested and 
Affected Parties at all phases of the process. 
 
2. OBJECTIVES 
 
The objective of this Comments and Response Report are to: 
 

 Describe the steps taken to notify potential Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) of 
the proposed application; 

 To prove that the posters, advertisements and notices notifying potential I&APs of the 
proposed application have been displayed, placed or given; 

 Compile a list of all persons, organisations and organs of state that were identified 
and registered as I&APs in terms of Regulation 57 of NEMA; and 

 Summarise the issues raised by I&APs, the date of receipt and the response of the 
EAP to those issues 
 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
 
3.1 Initial Public Participation  
 
3.1.1 Identification of I&APs 
 
I&APs were identified and included: 
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 The owners and occupiers of land along each of the proposed corridors and 
substation sites 

 Government organisations; 

 Municipal departments; 

 Local and District Municipalities; 

 Non-governmental Organizations; 

 Stakeholders; 

 Relevant National and Provincial Governmental officials; 

 Conservation Groups 

 Nature Reserves 
 
The organisations/persons contacted are presented in Appendix E2 of the BARs. 
 
3.1.2 Written Notice 
 
A Background Information Document (BID) and response form was circulated to all the 
I&APs identified at the start of the project.  The BID aimed to inform the public of the 
proposed construction of the power lines and substations. It also provided the I&APs with an 
opportunity to raise issues of concern. A copy of the BID is presented in Appendix E1 of the 
BARs. 
 
A draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) will be compiled and made available for public 
comment for a 40 day period.  
 
3.1.3 Notice Boards 
 
Notice boards were fixed at places conspicuous to public in the study area.  The public was 
given from 12 February 2012 to 31 March 2012 to respond to the notice board and to 
register as I&APs. A copy of the notice board and proof of placement of the notice boards 
are attached in Appendix E1 of the BARs. 
 
3.1.4 Advertisements 
 
Advertisements were placed in the following newspapers: 
 

 Zululand Observer – 24 February 2012 

 Natal Mercury – 22 February 20012 

 Vryheid Herald – 24 February 2012 
 

The public was given until 22 February to 31 March 2012 to respond to the advertisements 
and to register as I&APs. Copies of the advertisements and proof of the advertisements are 
given in Appendix E1 of the BARs. 
 
3.1.5 Meetings with Landowners  
 
Individual meetings with the affected landowners along each of the proposed corridors and 
substation sites were held to describe the proposed project and obtain any issues or 
concerns they may have had. 
 
3.1.6 Incorporation of the Issues into the Basic Assessment 
 
Issues raised by the I&AP’s during the first round of the public participation process have 
been incorporated into the Draft BAR and have been addressed as part of this document.  



6 June 8 June 2013 5  12722 

 

ZITHOLELE CONSULTING 
 

 
A Draft EMP has been prepared and includes measures to mitigate as far as possible the 
issues or concerns raised by the I&APs.  This comment and response report will be updated 
once comment on the Draft BAR is received from I&APs 
 
3.2 Follow up Public Participation  
 
3.2.1 Notification of I&APs 
 
All I&AP’s that registered during the initial public participation, have been included in the 
stakeholder database. Registered I&AP’s, key stakeholders and affected landowners will be 
notified of the availability of the Draft BAR.  Public meetings or individual meetings will be 
held with the affected landowners to present the findings of the Draft BAR and obtain further 
comments. 
 
The I&AP database can be found in Appendix E2 of the BARs. 
 
3.2.2 Written Notices 
 
Writen notices will be provided to all Registered I&AP’s and key stakeholders to notify them 
of the availability of the BAR. This will be done by means of registered mail, email and faxing 
. 
An example of the letter sent out to all I&AP’s will be provided in the Final BAR. 
 
3.2.3 Draft BAR 
 
The Draft BAR will be available from ? to ?.  
 
 
3.3 Incorporation of Issues into the Final BAR 
 
Issues raised by the I&AP’s during Draft BAR public participation process will be 
incorporated into the Final BAR and will be addressed as part of this document.  
 
The Final BAR will be made available for a twenty one (21) day commenting period. 
Comments should be directed to the following person/s of Zitholele Consulting: 
 
Subhashini Pillay  or  Warren Kok 
Tel: 011-207 2060    Tel: 011-207 2060 
Fax: 086 676 9950    Fax: 086 676 9950 
Email:subhashinip@zitholele.co.za  Email: warrenk@zitholele.co.za 
 
3.4 Record of Decision 
 
The I&APs will be informed in writing of the Environmental Authorization (EA) received and 
will be made aware of the ability to appeal the decision.

mailto:warrenk@zitholele.co.za
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4. STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
 

 COMMENTS, QUESTIONS AND ISSUES DETAILS OF 

PERSON RAISED 

BY  

MEDIA Corridor or Substation 

affected by 

RESPONSE(S) 

1 This project has a direct impact on portions 

of the Pongola Game Reserve (Registered 

as a Nature Heritage Site No 127). It is of 

vital importance that the project managers 

of this project meet with us in this regard. 

We were originally contacted by Percy from 

ACER (Africa Environmental Management 

Consultation) who were to meet with us on 

17 March 2011, but he never arrived and 

never contacted us again. Please 

acknowledge receipt of this form via return 

email. 

Mr M Thomson Reply Sheet Golela 132 kV Turn-In 

Lines and Substations 

These issues have been noted and have been 

assessed as part of this Basic Assessment.  

The findings are reported on in this report 

under the specialist studies and in the final 

Environmental Impact Assessment section. 

2 Thank you for responding. The comment 

sheet you refer to was submitted in August 

2011 and we also got another comment 

sheet yesterday to submit? The comments 

would be the same as that submitted in 

August 2011. 

 

Thank you for answering one portion of our 

comment; although the company I referred 

to on that comment sheet was speaking 

about the same routes and substations you 

are referring to, which is why I queried this. 

 

I, however, have had no response 

regarding our request that the consultants 

of this project (yourselves) please meet 

with us on the ground, on our game 

reserve, and explain the project to us as 

Mr M Thomson Email  These issues have been noted and have been 

assessed as part of this Basic Assessment.  

The findings are reported on in this report 

under the specialist studies and in the final 

Environmental Impact Assessment section. 
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the routes, etc. are not very clear on the 

documentation that you submitted. 

 

As mentioned in my original comment 

sheet, we are a registered Natural Heritage 

Site (No. 127) and without all the clear and 

specific information regarding this project, 

we are very concerned about the potential 

impact that this project is going to have on 

this registration and on our business in the 

game ranching and ecotourism industry. 

 

Please find attached a map which may give 

you and indication of the Game Reserves, 

etc in the area. 

 

These are real concerns and it is important 

that you come and see us in this regard. 

 

Your cooperation in this regard will be 

much appreciated. 

 

Please acknowledge receipt of this e-mail. 

3 Thank you for the information. It would be 

difficult to comment on specific issues 

relating to such a project at this stage and 

WESSA would like to continue to receive 

information, please. The area is one which 

is not densely populated suggesting that 

there are areas of ecological value which 

would need to be considered and we are 

satisfied that this aspect will be investigated 

in the studies to be undertaken in the 500 

m wide corridors for the alternative route 

Carolyn Schwegman 

WESSA 

Reply Sheet General  This Draft BAR reports on the findings of all 

the specialists on the three potential 132 kV 

power line routes between the Candover 

Switching Station near Mkuze and the Pongola 

substation to the south of Pongola.  The 

following specialists were appointed to carry 

out the investigations: 

 Sustainable Development Projects CC – 

Ecological Assessments including 

avifauna, vegetation and terrestrial fauna  

 Jones & Wagener – Surface Water, 
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alignments. Wetlands and visual assessments  

 PGS Heritage and Grave Relocation 

Services – Archaeology and Heritage 

assessments 

Their terms of reference were to assess the 

impacts of the proposed 132 kV Power line on 

each of the proposed routes and to make a 

recommendation regarding which would be the 

most suitable route for the construction of a 

132 kV power line.  This BAR clearly records 

those findings. 

4 Where is the new power line going to go? 

Along the existing line? I could not see this 

on your map or did I miss something? 

This is important because if it is outside 

PGR East, we do not have to involve all the 

nine landowners? 

Dr. Heinz Korhs Email Golela power lines and 

substations 

Thank you for your response. 

 

Currently we are in the early stages of the 

project and have not defined corridor routes at 

this time. However, our specialists are 

conducting their studies in the broader area 

and we hope to identify three possible 

alternative corridor routes for the power lines 

based on these studies. The PGR properties 

would be affected by the proposed Golela 

Substation with loop-in and loop-out power 

lines. The site for the proposed substation is 

on the Tamboti Ridge 81 close to the Dubula 

80 property boundary and the loop-in power 

lines are proposed at this stage to go south to 

join the existing Pongola-Candover Power line 

and feasible alternatives are being 

investigated.  

 

The purpose of my site visit next week is to 

inform landowners about the project and get 

more information of the proposed affected 

areas from the Landowners which will aid us in 
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identifying feasible corridor route and 

substation alternatives. Also the visit will give 

Landowners an opportunity to raise any issues 

and concerns. At this stage the most affected 

properties would be Tamboti Ridge, Dubula, 

Sunland, Pongola, Leeuwkop and any property 

that has the existing Pongola-Candover power 

line on it.  

 

All PGR landowners are welcome but you can 

use your discretion on who should be 

represented at the meeting in light of the 

above information. 

5 Where the proposed second power line 

cross Transnet land (railway line) please 

provide us with coordinates and the rail km 

points, which can be taken off the km posts 

located next of the track. The application 

must be forwarded to 

masindi.mmbadi@transnet.net and myself. 

Occupation to work over the track will have 

to be  

Mr Brendon Scott Response 

Sheet 

General  None of the proposed power line corridors will 

cross over the Spoornet railway line. 

6 Your line 132kV runs through my property 

where you intend constructing a substation. 

This is a game farm which already has a 

power line running through. It is a sensitive 

area with a variety of game (Buffalo, Giraffe 

and many species of antelope) . I object 

have a second power line running through 

my property, including a substation which 

will be a spoiling factor in a pristine area 

and a disturbance for game roaming and 

breeding  

Mr BJ Brian Blevin Response 

Sheet 

Golela power lines and 

substations 

The specialist studies have all concluded that it 

is preferable to follow an existing servitude 

where the impacts already exist and are 

defined than to establish a new servitude and 

new impacts in areas where no such impacts 

exist especially since all the alternative 

corridors will also pass through game reserve 

areas as well. 

7.  The fence around the Pongola Wessel Botha Home Visit Pongola Substation The maintenance of these facilities has been 

mailto:masindi.mmbadi@transnet.net
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substation broke and wild game got 

trapped in the substation area. With no 

way out, the game used to die on the 

fences. He replaced the broken fence 

out of his own pocket and has not 

received any compensation for this by 

Eskom. 

 Maintenance of the powerline and 

substation has to be improved and this 

needs to be addressed in the EMP. 

 Invasive/alien species management at 

the substation. Eskom doesn’t practise 

this currently which makes it difficult for 

the neighbouring farms to control 

invasive species on their land. He 

acquires poison from the state and 

uses this to control the invasive/alien 

vegetation. 

 

 

Leslieshoek 746 

 

 

Northern and Southern 

Corridors 

included in the EMP.  Eskom must make a 

commitment to complying with the 

requirements as stated in the EMP.  If Eskom 

does not comply with the EMP, the effected 

parties have the legal right to report to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs. 

8.  The infrastructure acts as a visual 

deterrent to prospective visitors and 

tourists. 

 The aesthetic quality of the game farm 

is lowered due to the powerline 

infrastructure.  

 There is an added value if the existing 

servitudes are well maintained and 

clean. 

 They experience surges of electricity 

which blow out the plug sockets in the 

house. This is dangerous as flames 

sometimes come out of the sockets. 

There is also the loss of any appliance 

connected to the plug being damaged 

Nick & Gert Classen 

 

Nooitgedacht 612, 

Ptn 2, 4 & subdiv 4 of 

Ptn 2 

 

 

Home Visit Neighbouring the central 

portion of the northern 

corridor 

The specialist studies have all concluded that it 

is preferable to follow an existing servitude 

where the impacts already exist and are 

defined than to establish a new servitude and 

new impacts in areas where no such impacts 

exist especially since all the alternative 

corridors will also pass through game reserve 

areas as well.  The specialists have 

recommended that in order to ensure that the 

additional line does not increase the negative 

impacts, the new powerline tower positions 

should be in line with the existing tower 

positions in order to reduce any additional 

visual impact. 

The maintenance of these facilities has been 
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beyond repair during one of these 

surges.  

 It is his (Gert’s) opinion that the existing 

route of the 132kV powerline be used 

for the new powerline from Pongola to 

Candover. 

included in the EMP.  Eskom must make a 

commitment to complying with the 

requirements as stated in the EMP.  If Eskom 

does not comply with the EMP, the effected 

parties have the legal right to report to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs. 

A technical response from Eskom re: electrical 

surges is awaited from Eskom 

9.  There are existing smaller powerlines 

on his property and he experiences 

issues with these”. 

- There were incidents of pouching 

of his animals or of the animals 

being wounded by the maintenance 

crews of the smaller powerlines 

(22kV lines). Maintenance crews 

must contact the landowners for 

access to their property.  

- The existing 22kV powerlines are 

falling down and can be dangerous 

for animals and people.  

 When making decisions for the new 

powerline alternatives along the R66 

and R69 route, take into consideration 

existing powerline servitudes.  

 

Deon Niebuhr 

 

Magut 818 Ptn 100 

 

 

Home Visit Southern Corridor The issue is noted and has been included in 

the EMP for the proposed new powerline.  

Landowners must open criminal cases when 

they believe that Eskom maintenance crews 

have committed a crime on their properties. 

The issue of regular and timeous maintenance 

will be included in the EMP.  However, 

incidences of force majeure cannot always be 

avoided. 

These existing servitudes have been taken into 

consideration and have formed part of the 

feasibility assessment of each of the proposed 

corridors. 

10.  No concerns but registered as I&AP Johan Venter 

Ptn 4 of Magut 817 

 

Home Visit Southern Corridor Noted 

11.  No concerns but registered as I&AP Koos Engelbrecht 

 

Sterland Farm on Ptn  

1and Magut A817 Ptn 

2 

Home Visit Southern Corridor Noted 
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12.  Registered as I&AP Alan Williams 

 

Ptn 5 and Ptn 95 of 

Bosveld 745 

 

Home Visit Southern Corridor Noted 

13.  The current procedure of phoning in to 

Eskom when they are burning the 

sugarcane is a hassle. Sometimes the 

labourers start the burning when the 

farmer isn’t on the farm and then the 

calling in procedure is tedious.  

 Eskom tariffs currently are very high 

and how will the new powerline affect 

these tariffs? 

 He agrees that the powerline routes 

should stick to farm boundaries as 

much as possible.  

  

Pieter Smit 

 

Ptn 3 of Sunland 72 

 

 

Home Visit Golela – Western 

Corridor 

The construction of the proposed new 

powerline will not specifically affect the Eskom 

tariffs.  These tariffs are set at a National level 

in consultation with the National Energy 

Regulator. 

Wherever it is practicably possible, the 

alignment of the proposed new powerline will 

adhere to farm boundaries.  This requirement 

be included in the EMP. 

14. Albie Lourens farms the property, Ptn 1 of 

the farm Leeuwkop 580 in partnership with 

Rolyn Bouwers. Rolyn owns this property 

as well as Erfinis 621 which he operated as 

a game farm. 

The northern part of the Leeuwkop farm is 

for cultivation of sugarcane, orange trees 

and pecan nuts. The southern part of the 

farm is game farming and it has the existing 

132kV powerline running through it. He 

would not be happy if the new 132kV 

powerline runs parallel to the existing one. 

The increase in the servitude would affect 

his farm.  

The project was explained to him and his 

Albie Lourens 

 

Ptn 1 of Leeuwkop 

580 

Home Visit Golela Western Route 

and Northern Corridor 

Noted 
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input for the loop-in and loop-out 

powerlines corridor route alternatives are 

below: 

 The situation of his farm would mean 

the loop-in and loop-out lines could 

potentially be on both the farm eastern 

and western borders. This is not a good 

option. 

 If he has to have one boundary used 

for the powerline he would prefer the 

eastern boundary (shorter route) but 

the servitude should fall on the game 

reserve side as he has his orange 

grove near that farm boundary and the 

loss of part of that orchard is of 

economic consequence to him. 

  

15.  In their opinion, they do not want a 

second powerline going through their 

property.  

 They do not like a fully cleared 

servitude so they have asked that the 

trees within the existing servitude be 

kept but at a certain height so as not to 

hamper the powerline.  

 They already deal with maintenance 

issues from the existing powerline: 

- Eskom crews accessing their 

property without notification. 

- Pouching incidents. 

 

Elin and Dave 

Hagemann 

 

Bethel 247, Bedrog 

en Ontrecht 801  

 

Home Visit Southern corridor near 

Candover 

The specialist studies have all concluded that it 

is preferable to follow an existing servitude 

where the impacts already exist and are 

defined than to establish a new servitude and 

new impacts in areas where no such impacts 

exist especially since all the alternative 

corridors will also pass through game reserve 

areas as well.  The specialists have 

recommended that in order to ensure that the 

additional line does not increase the negative 

impacts, the new powerline tower positions 

should be in line with the existing tower 

positions in order to reduce any additional 

visual impact.  The specialists have also 

recommended that the new powerline should 

run parallel and as close as safely possible to 

the existing line to reduce all impacts. 
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Eskom has a substantial Bush Clearing 

procedure which allows for such clearing to 

occur under 132 kV powerlines.   

The issue is noted and has been included in 

the EMP for the proposed new powerline.  

Landowners must open criminal cases when 

they believe that Eskom maintenance crews 

have committed a crime on their properties. 

 

 

16.  Having a new powerline in the existing 

servitude would create more problems 

for the farmers that have the existing 

powerline going through their farms. 

Even if the other alternative (Route R66 

and R69) affects his farm, he still feels 

it may be better than having the route 

going through peoples farms.  

 He agreed with the Jacobs that using 

existing roads was more feasible for 

maintenance access.  

 

Robert Stock 

Ptn 95 of Bosveld 

745 

 

 

Meeting Southern and Northern 

Corridors 

The specialist studies have all concluded that it 

is preferable to follow an existing servitude 

where the impacts already exist and are 

defined than to establish a new servitude and 

new impacts in areas where no such impacts 

exist especially since all the alternative 

corridors will also pass through game reserve 

areas as well.  The specialists have 

recommended that in order to ensure that the 

additional line does not increase the negative 

impacts, the new powerline tower positions 

should be in line with the existing tower 

positions in order to reduce any additional 

visual impact.  The specialists have also 

recommended that the new powerline should 

run parallel and as close as safely possible to 

the existing line to reduce all impacts. 

Routes essentially following the R66 and R69 

have been investigated as part of this 

assessment and the results are contained in 

this report. 

  visual impact of the existing line is bad 

enough, if you have two lines then the 

Eksteen Jacobs 

Koedoesberg 741 Ptn 

 Northern & Central 

Corridors 

The specialist studies have all concluded that it 

is preferable to follow an existing servitude 
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servitudes become significantly bigger 

which is bad for business.  

 There must be safety issues having two 

lines parallel to each other, especially 

trying to negotiate the topography of 

the area. 

 If the new powerline runs along existing 

roads then maintenance will be easier 

as there is already access. Accessing 

the game reserve for maintenance is 

difficult and sometimes not possible 

during hunting season.  

 The existing servitude along the 

existing powerline is not big enough for 

a new line so that would mean 

increasing the servitude and corridor. 

What compensation will the farm 

receive? 

 

3 of Bosveld 745 

 

 

where the impacts already exist and are 

defined than to establish a new servitude and 

new impacts in areas where no such impacts 

exist especially since all the alternative 

corridors will also pass through game reserve 

areas as well.  The specialists have 

recommended that in order to ensure that the 

additional line does not increase the negative 

impacts, the new powerline tower positions 

should be in line with the existing tower 

positions in order to reduce any additional 

visual impact. 

The powerline positioning and design will take 

these safety issues into account and the lines 

new line will be located with significant space 

between it and the existing line to prevent such 

potential safety issues 

The issue of hunting and conflict with line 

construction and line maintenance has been 

taken into account and ways of planning 

construction around maintenance around 

these periods will form part of the EMP. 

 

Once a final line route has been approved, the 

Eskom negotiators will meet with each of the 

affected landowners to negotiate consideration 

should a new servitude require acquisition.  

Both the southern and central corridors will 

require acquisition of a new servitude, but the 

northern corridor is a vacant servitude that that 

has already been acquired by Eskom and 

hence these landowners will not receive further 

compensation for the servitude, but may be 

compensated for crop losses during 
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construction. Standard formulae and 

procedures are in place for this negotiation 

process and will be made available to the 

affected landowners. 

17.  They have small aircrafts which fly over 

the area and these aircrafts are aware 

of the existing powerlines. They would 

need to be notified about any new 

powerlines. 

 His opinion is that Eskom should stick 

to the already existing powerline 

servitude as this has already been 

mapped and cleared. 

  

Tyrone Miller 

Misgund 011, 

Welcome 229, 

Verwijderd 618, 

Bloemhof 649, 

Paardenfontein 674, 

Langgwacht 646, 

Vergelegen 252 

 

 

Meeting Northern, Southern and 

Central Corridors 

Notification of pilots about the new powerline 

will be form part of the operational 

requirements of the EMP.  Certain sections of 

the powerline will be fitted with aircraft warning 

spheres. 

Noted 

18.  The boundary fences are to be 

maintained throughout the construction 

phase of the project as he would lose 

his game. 

 Existing maintenance problems with 

Eskom concerning the smaller 

powerlines on his property. 

 The southern boundary as an 

alternative for the loop-out powerline 

corridor route may not be feasible as 

the topography of that area is difficult to 

navigate.  

  

Janus Coetzee 

Ptn 6 of Nooitgedacht 

 

 

Meeting Northern Corridor, 

Golela Western Corridor 

and Golela Substation 

Noted and will form part of the EMP. 

Noted 

Noted 

19.  He does not mind the new 132kV 

powerline corridor route alternative 

going along his farm boundaries.  

 Human settlements should be taken 

into consideration when planning the 

routes. 

 How will the powerline affect cattle 

Inkosi Zeblon Gumbi 

 

Burgersrust 672, Ptn 

0, 1 of Uitgevallen 

599, Ptn 1, 1 of 

Welverdien 104, 

Goedgelooop 197, 

Meeting Central Corridor Noted 

Noted.  Wherever possible, the design team of 

new powerlines avoids human settlement. 

Grazing land will be diminished only by the 

footprint area of the towers.  Grazing in the 

remainder of the servitude can continue as 

normal. 
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grazing? 

  

Ptn 5 of Doornplaats 

461 

 

 

  The existing powerlines aren’t 

maintained properly. 

 The low 22kV powerlines start sagging 

and giraffes are walking into the lines 

and dying.  

 Eskom maintenance crew came in and 

shot his game. 

 He understands the need for greater 

quantities of electricity in the area and 

proposes the route alternative along 

the R66 and R69 roads or along the 

N2.  

 The possibility for an underground 

powerline should be investigated and if 

that is feasible then that would work 

better. 

Charl Senekal 

Doornhoek, Soetveld 

14174, Mooiplaats 

606, Konkoni 13778, 

Uitgevallen 613, 

Ulrica 14116, 

Isleworth 13777, 

Maran 13139 

 

Meeting Northern and Southern 

Corridors 

The maintenance of these facilities has been 

included in the EMP.  Eskom must make a 

commitment to complying with the 

requirements as stated in the EMP.  If Eskom 

does not comply with the EMP, the effected 

parties have the legal right to report to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs. 

Noted 

The issue is noted and has been included in 

the EMP for the proposed new powerline.  

Landowners must open criminal cases when 

they believe that Eskom maintenance crews 

have committed a crime on their properties.  

The use of underground cables for the 

powerline has been investigated as an 

alternative to the overhead powerlines as part 

of this assessment. 

20. The project was described and the 

following aspects were discussed in more 

detail: 

 Placement of the proposed Golela 

Substation; 

 The proposed loop-in and loop-out 

alternative corridor routes 

 General issues and concerns about the 

project. 

The preferred placement of the substation 

was agreed to be on sugarcane land 

instead of game farming land so the 

placement was proposed to move from 

Brian Blevin, Dave 

Bell, Andre Barnard, 

Wilkie Alberts 

 

 

Shayamoya 

Discussion 

Group 

Golela Powerlines and 

substation 

Noted. 

 

The request for the use of a double circuit line 

has been presented to Eskom and comment is 

awaited.  The lack of servitude and the short 

distance of the proposed line will be 

considered by Eskom in this decision. 
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Brian Blevin’ property to Dave Bells 

property across the road as long as the 

compensation for the loss of his sugarcane 

fields is addressed.  

The discussion on the loop-in and loop-out 

powerlines raised the following: 

 A double circuit line is preferred as it 

would mean only one corridor route to 

define. 

 Should the powerlines encroach upon 

the plantations, it is preferred to have 

them go through sugarcane rather than 

the citrus trees as the trees are a long 

term investment.  

 There must be adequate remuneration 

for the powerline servitudes. 

 There are land claims associated with 

these properties so these need to be 

clarified.  

 The land uses in this area are diverse 

and changing in the coming year so 

this needs to be verified and taken into 

consideration when planning the 

corridor route selections.  

21. PGR is a privately owned game reserve 

south of the state owned Pongola Nature 

Reserve. The future plans for the PGR is 

incorporated into the state plans of the 

nature reserve as a transfrontier Game 

Reserve. These future plans need to be 

taken into consideration when deciding on 

the placement of the Golela Substation, 

Loop-in and Loop-out alternatives as well 

as the Pongola-Candover 132kV powerline 

Landman Trust and 

Dr Heinz Khors 

Pongola 

Game 

Reserve 

Discussion 

Golela Powerlines and 

substation 

Northern Corridor 

Noted The maintenance of these facilities has been 

included in the EMP.  Eskom must make a commitment 

to complying with the requirements as stated in the EMP.  

If Eskom does not comply with the EMP, the effected 

parties have the legal right to report to the Department of 

Environmental Affairs. 

 

Ezimvelo KZN Wildlife will be requested to have input 

into this process and into including mitigation measures 

for Vulture protection in the final EMP. 
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corridor route alternative.  

The existing 132kV Pongola-Candover 

powerline passes through the Leeuwkop, 

Klipfontein Helena and Helena properties. 

A second powerline along the current route 

is not favoured as an alternative.  

The following concerns were raised: 

 Maintenance and access to the existing 

powerline will have a separate 

agreement to the new powerlines. This 

needs to be aligned so that 

maintenance agreements are 

consistent. 

 EMP for the new powerline must have 

better maintenance including the level 

of clearing for the servitudes. 

 The powerline has a negative visual 

and aesthetic impact which affects 

tourism which is their business. The 

PGR is a protected site and will be 

incorporated into the future 

development of a larger transfrontier 

project. 

 There needs to be mitigation measures 

dealing specifically with vulture 

breeding. The Pongola Nature Reserve 

is run by KZN Wildlife and can assist 

with this. 

 The option of an underground 

powerline should be investigated. 

 Another possible alternative to the new 

Golela Substation is to use the existing 

Swaziland Substation and bring a 

powerline through the border to Gollela.  

 

This issue has been noted and has been imparted to the 

specialists to incorporate into the specialist studies. 

The use of underground cables for the powerline has 

been investigated as an alternative to the overhead 

powerlines as part of this assessment.  However, 

underground cabling has not proved to be a practicable 

solution for 132 kV powerlines. 

 

Response to the use of Swaziland substation to provide 

Golela still to be supplied by Eskom. 

 

Eskom has a substantial Bush Clearing procedure which 

allows for such clearing to occur under 132 kV 

powerlines.   

 

This is a possibility and it has been investigated as one of 

the alternative technologies in this report but has been 

found to be unsuitable for the following reasons: 

 Faults or problems on one power line may mean 
that the other power line is also disabled during 
maintenance, and this will affect the quality of 
supply to an area. 

 Installation of the multi-circuit or double-circuit 
power lines requires dismantling the existing 
power line, and in cases where the existing 
affected power line is a radial feed, the end 
capacity may be disrupted.  

 Larger and taller towers as well as more towers 
are required for double- and multi-circuit power 
lines. 

These options may be implemented if sensitive 

environmental situations (where mitigation through other 
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 A better vegetation plan needs to be 

developed regarding the pruning and 

clearance of the vegetation under the 

line. The possibility for visual screening 

can be investigated. 

 There is a management issue with the 

contractors doing the clearing of the 

servitude. The transition of different 

contractors creates a problem 

regarding the level of clearance, 

access and maintenance. 

 Is it possible to build a new double 

circuit powerline from Pongola to 

Candover and decommission the old 

one so that there is only one powerline 

servitude going through their farms? 

options is not possible) are encountered . 




