Exemption of a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment for a
proposed new township establishment on the farm Avonmore
no. 1951, Bainsvlei, Bloemfontein, FS Province.

Site: Farm Avonmore no. 1951
District: Bloemfontein
Map Ref.: 2926 AA Bloemfontein

The establishment of a new residential development on the farm Avonmore 1951, is planned on an 8 ha area of
land, located about 5km northwest of Bloemfontein, and next to the R64 provincial road bound for Dealesville
(Fig. 1 & 2; Table 1). Underlying geology at the site consist of potentially fossil-bearing Beaufort Group
(Adelaide Subgroup) strata (Pa) capped by well-developed residual soils and Quaternary wind-blown sands to
the south and palaeontologically sterile dolerite outcrop (Jd) to the north (Fig. 3). A brief foot survey of the
area indicates that the superficial overburden has been degraded by recent agricultural and construction
activities (Fig. 4 & 5). Historical maps of the area dating back to as recent as 1951 show no evidence of

buildings, homesteads or associated structures on the property (Fig. 6 & 7).

Potential archaeological impact within the proposed development area is considered to be non-existent. The
likelihood of palaeontological impact on bedrock sedimentary strata and overlying superficial overburden is

considered to be low to extremely low, respectively.

It is recommended that the proposed development is exempt from a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment, but
with the proviso that potential exposure of fresh / unweathered sedimentary bedrock that may result from, for
example, digging of > 1 meter deep trench excavations during the construction phase of the development, is

monitored for in situ fossil material..

Yours truly,

Dr Lloyd Rossouw
Archaeological Impacts Unit
National Museum Bloemfontein
Tel. 051 4479 609

Cell. 0842505992
lloyd@nasmus.co.za

*Report prepared for MDA Environmental Consultants, PO Box 20298, Willows 9320 Bloemfontein 9301

Table 1. Site coordinates (marked on the aerial photograph in Figure 6).
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Boundary # Coordinates

A 29° 4'11.84"S 26° 9'1.66"E
B 29° 4'14.85"S 26° 9'5.79"E
C 29° 4'29.31"S 26° 8'52.14"E
D 29° 4'26.83"S 26° 8'48.38"E
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F1gure I« Map of Avonmore 1951 (Portlon of 1: 50 000 scale topographlc map
2926 AA Bloemfontein).
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‘Map data 2015 AFIGIS (Pty) Lid, Gooale |

Figure 3 The SAHRIS palaeosensitivity map (top) indicate that Avonmore 1951
is located within an outcrop area of the palaecontologically significant Adelaide
Subgroup, Pa (below; portion of 1;250 000 scale geological
map Bloemfontein 2926).
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Figure 5. Modern structures are located near the southern (top) and northern
boundary (center & bottom) of the site.
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Figure 6. Aerial view with historical topographic maps ca. 1948 (top right) and 1951 (bottom left) of the area.
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Figure 7. The 1918 Transfer Deed for Avonmore 1951.
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