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MEMO 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL RAAD VIR NASIONALE GEDENKWAARDIGHED 

Inter-Staff Memorandum Inter-personeel Memorandum 

TO/AAN: W. Cape Regional 
Representative 

FROM/VAN: R.W. Brann 

REF./VERW.: 4/A/1 (RWB) DATE/DATUM: 22/5/1989 

RE: REPORT ON INSPECTION OF REMAINING FORTIFICATIONS AROUND THE CAP E 
PENI NSULA (APRIL 1989) 

4/K/Kaa/15 

4/K/Kaa/3 

4/K/Kaa/7 

Amsterdam Battery : Remains of the curved, rear walls 
are still in evidence. 

Rec9mmendation: Mr David Jack of the Waterfront 
Company should be persuaded to have the remains of the 
battery declared a National Monument. The ruins shoul c 
be kept in good order and utilised as a tourist 
attraction. 

Chavonnes Battery : Although this was demolished in thE 
late 19th century to make way for the Alfred Basin, 
there may well be remains of the battery submerged in 
the basin. 

Recommendation: Divers should investigate Alfred 
Basin for an archeological report. 

Fort Knokke : This fort was demolished in the late 19th 
century to make way for the extensions to the railway 
lines. No .evidence of the Fort exists although remain s 
of the Sea Lines (which ran from the Castle to Fort 
Knokke) appear to exist as raised embankments upon 
which the railway lines are placed. The stone wall 
which borders the Bus Depot in Woodstock on the Cape 
Town side could be the remains of a stone wall which 
joined Fort Knokke to the French lines. 

Recommendation: This wall should be declared a 
National Monument should it be clea r ly shown that it 
was linked to Fort Knokke. 

Centre Redoubt: (Trafalgar Park). This battery is in 
a good state of repair. The description has, however, 
been stolen by vandals. The plaque is held with the 
caretakers of Trafalgar Park who caught vandals in the 
act of removing it, and is at presen t not mounted. 



4/K/Kaa/6 

4/K/Kaa/6 

4/K/Kaa/6 

4/K/Kaa/4 

Recommendation: The plaque should be mounted and a n 
description provided. 

Kinqs Blockhouse : An inspection in April showed thi s 
fortification to be in good order with no major 
structural faults. 

Recommendation: A plaque and description should be 
provided as these do not appear on the monument. 

Queens Blockhouse : The ruin is in a poor state of 
repair. Cannons have been disfigured by graffiti. 
They require repainting and should be correctly place c 
on their mountings. 

Recommendation: Efforts should be directed towards 
protecting the remains of the blockhouse from further 
deterioration. Undergrowth should be cleared to make 
this a more attractive and accessible place for 
visitors. 

York Blockhouse : The ruin is neglected, deteriorating 
and overgrown with vegetation. 

Recommendation : Both blocknames should be declared 
National Monuments with pl~ques and educational 
descriptions . 

• 

Lion Battery (Signal Hill): The remains of this large 
fortification built in 1889 are in a very poor state o i 
repair. Much rust is in evidence on ventilation shaft ~ 
and doors. The noon gun and four saluting guns at the 
battery are in good order. 

Recommendation: Lion Battery should be declared a 
National Monument. The SADF should be persuaded to 
make it open to the public as a tourist attraction and 
keep it in good order. 

Camps Bay Battery: The descriptive plaque has been 
removed by vandals. 

Recommendation: The two guns need repainting and a new 
descriptive plaque should be mounted. 

Apostle Battery (Llandudno): This powerful Second 
World War Battery was built in 1939. The three 9.2 
inch gun emplacements made early this century in Great 
Britain are in need of renovation. The buildings and 
guns still have their authentic camouflage but need 
repainting. 

Recommendation: Apostle Battery should be declared a 
National Monument and restored by the SADF. 71 
Motorised Brigade based at the Castle will, apparently, 
be making use of this battery for training purposes. 



4/ K/Kaa/18 East Fort (Hout Bay). Buildings above the road are nc 
being looked-after properly. In two places the walls 
of the ruins have collapsed and are in urgent need of 
repair. 

Recommendation: The fort should be repaired to prever 
further deterioration. A plaque and description shou] 
be provided. The present board with its description he 
been vandalised and states "National Monuments 
Commission". It should be updated by a plaque and new 
description. 

The battery below the road is also not properly 
maintained. The 8 cannon are covered in graffiti and 
much litter is distributed around the monument. A 
Second World War observation post close to the battery 
is in poor state of repair. The steel door lies on the 
ground next to the entrance of the building. The 
interior is filled with litter and mud. 

Recommendation: Urgent attention should be paid to 
repair and maintenance of the battery and observation 
post. 

West Fort (Hout Bay). The fjve cannon are covered in 
graffiti and much litter is in evidence. The battery i: 
overgrown with vegetation and requires regular upkeep. 

Recommendation: West Fort should be declared a 
National Monument and kept in good order. 

Conway Redoubt (Constantia Nek). The large earth 
embankment comprising the redoubt is still in evidence 
behind Constantia Nek restaurant. It should be clearec 
of alien vegetation and grassed over. 

Recommendation: The Conway Redoubt should be declared 
a National Monument and given a plaque and description. 

Mui7enberg Malcolm Cobern of 5, 1st Avenue, Fishhoek 
argues this is the only remaining Dutch fortification 
built at the time of the Battle of Muizenberg in 1795. 

Recommendation: This wall should be inspected ana 
further research conducted to trace its origins. If 
his claims are proved to be correct it should be 
declared a National Monument. 

Lower North Battery (Simonstown): This battery is the 
oldest operational coastal artillery fortification in 
South Africa. It is built: on the site of "Zoutman", a 
battery designed by Captain Louis Michel Thibault under 
orders of General Sluysken in 1793. The World War II 
radar installations and some of the Weaponry are still 
operational. The Battery is used for training purposes 
by the South African Navy. Commander Bisset of the 
Anti-Aircraft and Coastal Artillary Museum at Fort 
Wynyard has written a paper on the history of this 
fortification. 



. l 

Recommendation : The battery should be declared a 
Na tional Monument. 

Scala and Upper North Battery (Simonstown). There ar 
two 9.2 inch guns at Upper North and Scala Batteries 
respectively . 

Recommenda tion: These guns should be restored and 
declared National Monuments as should the 9-inch 
rifled , mu77le loading gun (1886) found at the batter: 

Robben Island : As yet it has not yet been possible tc 
inspect batteries at Robben Island. Two large 
fortifications were built during the Second World War 
namely: "Cornelia Battery" on the northern side of t} 
island and " Robben Island " Battery on the southern 
side. These were armed with 9.2 inch guns during the 
Second World War . The guns are, apparently, still 
mounted on their emplacements . 

Recommendation : An inspection of these batteries 
should be conducted and a submission made for their 
declaration as National Monuments. 

Boulders Beach : There are two 19th Century gun 
emplacement s on a rock known as "The Pebble". These 
could 'well be the remains of a battery for 9 guns buil 
in 1806 by the British. 

Recommendation: If it were possible, two guns of 1806 
vintage should be mounted on the emplacements which 
should be declared National Monuments. 

Gordon's Bay : A battery was built at Gordon 's Bay 
during the Second World War. 

Recommendation : An inspection should be conducted and 
a report submitted to the NMC . 

Fortress Observation Posts: Cape Point, Oliphants
bosch and Slangkop were built and completed by 1941. 
Recommendation: These sites require further 
investigation . 

NOTE : Very little evidence remains of the 
fortifications around the Cape Peninsula from the time 
that the Cape was originally settled until 1945. As 
these forts not only reflect the military history of 
the Cape, but could also be used for tourism, it is 
recommended that urgent attention i s paid to preservin~ 
their remains. 

R. W. BRANN (Conservation Planner) 
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B&tteries of t he "Sea Lines" extending from the Castle along the 

":Jrach to as far as Fort de Knokke.The four batteries were named Charlotte, 

3elena,~lizabeth and Tulbagh. Built in I744 and demolished in I828. 
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The Kerkhoven line was a series of earthworks or trenches that ran from 

Amsterdam battery up to the slopes of Signal Hill. These were to sto.p 

s ny troops advancing over the l and from the western side of Cape Town. 
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An interesting design showing all the defence lines east of the Castle. 

The "Sea Lines" along the co ast up to Fort de Knokke.The "French Lines" 
. 

running up to the slopes of Devils Pe .nk and the two large batteries 

between the Castle and Deviis Peak. 
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The enstern defence line that ran from ?ort de Knokke up to the slopes 
-

of Devils Feak. --{he three batteries, Holland Redoubt,Centre Redoubt and 

Surger Redoubt.~he souare building of the right is t:1e · b arracka .The mnin 

rond(Sir Lowry noad) runs t-hrough the centre. 



• ¥ 

· .. ,. 
- .ft ~- . ,. 
;~ .:,- ;~~--- ·. · .. : 
-, .-.. ·c.. -· .. 

~ ;/ /n, m._ ;/ ,/ • /11 /};,/, a,,Jfr l11df 
Je¼Je~ ,r l/2e £n;,.s aud ):'/2J.Se'a60Jc4 

/tl/;i 

• #-¼ . ,,. 

, 1 
; - --. 

. . ; i . 
w "' q ·w-. • fi: -;._·· 
~ r..! • 

' , ... ~-

-) ~i_·:· 
t.f 'of.~ • 

-. . ,· :- ..... ·( ... 

_.! 

,~:-., .,. 

. . 

. 1/ 
_/I, 
,l~ 

."',j 

/ 



r ,,, "' , 

... :--., •""-' .-.IW , _- _ ,_ , . .. ,. ;_ • I .t~ .• ~ ,. . '• • • • 

....... f""'\,_,,,. .•. , .. ,.: .. :. ::· ....... .. ... . 

.A ~·- JI,,Jtw:,

.11. ✓-r LI-IA-,., 

r tp.,--, 11. ,ll't"!I' 

.II '1,,--., .. u', ~ .., 'f'", ,·,r;. .,1..,.,,..,-,.,1 

.I .,.,.......,. .. . lt,~o,, ,,t , . ,. 

r l'J,. , ,...~ .,, 

t • • , • • • 

I . .,r,-,( ,:it''• ~ fi'.A,,...,,,..... 
, .Ll,_,.,,,_..fi~Al,-~4-r.- ,• • ·. :♦ , .'h o ;.,,r. f ~ ,..,_ .f, , ,..,, , .~ _.,. • •• - ·• -- ,-,. _,,,,, 

T • . 1 · . r.,, • .' 
· 1 !'.:' . .y . 

') ,•· . 

/ \ 
,i · 

II •~ .o , , L J 

The defences. of Hu i zenbe rg as they were on 7 August 1795.~ guh position 
uQ,,C. 

where Baileys Cottage is today. Above thnt >-the first e;3.r~hworks line with 

the second and third lines to the right . The main defence line •,,; i th a gun 
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battery just above the road and another on the beach below. The inver ted 
/\ 

T sh~pe d building , thnt is actually two buildings , is today the restored 

white building on the main ro ad near the station.The souare building is 

the cavalry st ables . The bowling green is now on this site . 
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A Short History of Kyk in de Pot Battery and Fort Wynyard 
By Cdr W.M. Bisset 

Kyk in de Pot Battery (1795-1862) 

Like certain other South African coast artillery batteries, Fort 
Wynyard was built on the site of an earlier work, Kyk in de Pot 
Battery. 

On 11 June 1795 a squadron of British warships with 
troops on board anchored in Simon's Bay. In the two months 
which followed , the Commander of the Dutch East India 
Company's Forces at the Cape, Colonel R.J . Gordon, raised 
the height of the ramparts of the Klein en Groot Mouille 
Batteries and ordered that a new battery, named Kyk in de Pot 
Battery, should be built on a hillock overlooking what is now 
Granger Bay. 

On 13 September a squadron of British ships sailed from 
False Bay to threaten Table Bay in support of the British 
advance across the Peninsula. By firing a few rounds in 
Chapman's Bay and off Green Point , they were able to 
pinpoint the location of the Dutch Batteries which returned 
their fire ineffectively as the British ships remained out of 
range. Two days later the Dutch Forces capitulated . 

After restoration to the Batavian Republic in 1803 the 
Cape was occupied for the second time by Great Britain in 
1806. That year Kyk in de Pot was altered on the orders of 
Lieutenant-General Sir David Baird . In December 1810 it was 
described as "a redoubt of an irregular figure" which was 
armed with four 24-pounder brass guns mounted on stone 
platforms. In 1827 orders were given for Kyk in de Pot and a 
number of other batteries to be dismantled but the land was 
not sold . 

The American Civil War broke out on 12 April 1861 and 
on 5 March 186 I a committee met to consider the state of the 
defences of the Cape Peninsula. After inspecting these, it 
submitted its recommendations, which included the re-arming 
of Kyk in de Pot Battery with six 32-pounders. Fears that war 
between Great Britain and the United States appeared "almost 
certain" led Rear-Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker, the RN 
Commander-in-Chief at Simon's Town, to urge the Governor 
to adopt the measures proposed in the report . 

Fort Wynyard (1862) 

New war fears prompted Lieutenant-General R.H. 
Wyn yard to write to the Governor about the inadequacy of the 
Cape's defences on 22 January 1862. The Governor then issued 
instructions for a board to be assembled "to consider and 
report on the most effective means of protecting the town and 
sh ipping". One of the board's recommendations was that five 
68-pounders should be mounted in a "work to be erected on 
the Kyk in de Pot". lfJ 

· : •'. .·· . ·.·. 

Pl an of Kyk in de Pot Battery 1806 
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Nedersetting, 1661. (Gebaseer op kaart M1/381(a). Kaapse Argie!) 

- ._ ::_: : :- . .... ~~: . .. .. 
:: . . . .. - -- ·- . ·- .. . . . ... .. . ·-· · · - . . 

~ 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

fl i 
~ / 
I 

I 
I 

/ ~v 
~" "=>.. . ...." y ),.__:·:,,·c: ·: 

.;~ - ~ - V ( ' ·:::0 · 
; -~ ._ l? -~ " 

,' _____ ,,,,.,. 
1-----

· :.::..: : ./':'r" ?--,/ ~~ -·-)r-;/Ff i~_ :c: :: 

/ 

I Sitni I 

---- - ------<-z~-
~ 

---.... 
'- .......... 

" ' '--.....__, 
' \ - -----...J 

-====--=- \ ·----- , ___ __ 

--= Windberg 

~ - -~: 
----- 3'52 .=c:-----·----==_ _ (Ouiwelspiek) 

-...... - -

' \ Mowbray t-.,,. \ 
I Coornhoop♦ I 
I ,-
/ 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

' 

--
♦♦♦♦ 

♦ 

0 

tL.~------ - -

' \ 
\ 

\ 
) 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

Pad 

R 1vtere 

Paalhe,ning 

Takhe,ning 

Bu,1epos1e 

Geb,oo bo 400. 

Huod,ge A 1vie<loop 

Huod ,ge Hcolroeu,s &Ha-

1 2 
km 

5 



:.:.. 

: 'ii 

-
. :-:::..,. . ..,., 

~ ·• · :•f • 

f: •' .. . . " :·" 

' ... .. 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ,~ ~ ~ · ;:,.. ~ ' H l ~ 

It ~ i 
I · 'II- § 

~ 
~ ~ ~ ,. 

·~ \ ' . 
\ .. : · I, .::..._, .'"\, 

... 
-' ' . . , 

. . ,>i · ! ~~ 
:·- . 

- - . ! 

' t 
.. 

• 



TRANSLATION OF DETAILS OF AMSTERDAM BATTERY FROM FRENCH TO ENGLISH 

1. Plan of one half of the Battery of Amsterdam .at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

2. The defence is shown by the clear construction of fortified 
material of which it is build. 

3. Construction at the ground floor. 

8. 

9. 

a. Scale 

b. Foot 

Living quarters of the gunners. 

Re - enforced walls. 

Battery with red balls (heated shot). 

Ordinary Battery. 

Mortiers battery (explaining the angle or direction of shooting). 

10. Plan of a Battery Cazemate~, on which it is possible to see 
the application of the re-enforced half circular wall and their advan= 
tages and also the one of the "embrazures" to fire the red balls. 

~l. Designed by the engineer Amballon at the Cape of Good Hope. 

- DATED : 5 FEBRUARY 1981 
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DIE AMSTERDAM BATTERY, TOT 1795 

Die algemene ankerplek of reede was na beraming gemiddeld een kilometer van 

die Tafelbaaise strand af. (1) Vo6~ 1744 was die Kasteel (suidwes van die 

reede) en die Chavonnes Battery (noord van die reede) die enigste swaargeskut= 

batterye wat dekking aan skepe op die reede kon gee. Die Chavonnes Battery, ook 

b~kend as die Groote Battery en Water Casteel, het oos gefront, sodat net 

omtrent een-derde van sy kanonne op die reede gerig was. Dit was, na 

beraming, ook omtrent tweekeer so ver van die reede af as wat die Kasteel was. 

Die verdediging van die reede was inderdaad nie n oogmerk van die bouers 

van die Chavonnes Battery nie. Dit moes, inteendeel, die ingang tot die 

baai teen naderende vyande bewaak, waarvoor dit ook ideaal gelee was. (2) 

Na die Vrede van Utrecht (1713) het die afwesigheid van 'n direkte oorsese 

bedreiging n sterker kusverdedigingstelsel onnodig gemaak. 

Toe goewerneur-generaal G. van Imhoff in 1743 die Kaap besoek het, was die 

Oostenrykse Suksessie-oorlog (waarby meer en meer Europese lande betrokke 

geraak het), die groeiende mag van Engeland in die Ooste en die VOC se 

kwynende winste wat n milit§re onvermoe teweeggebring het, die probleme wat 

gelei het tot sy opdrag dat bykomende verdedigingswerke langs die Tafelbaaise 

strand gebou moes word. (3)Na sy vertrek is die Seelinie, bestaande uit n reeks 

forte en reduite wat met n skans of borswering verbind is, deur goewerneur 

H. Swellengrebel langs die strand oos van die Kasteel gebou. Wes van die 

Kasteel is n enkele bykomende reduit, genaamd Heere Hendriks Kinderen, in 

1744 tussen Roggebaai en die Groote Battery opgerig. (4) Die naam het op die 

goewerneur self gesinspeel, maar is afkomstig van n dorp naby Goes in Suid

Beveland (Zeeland). Op n tekening wat R.J. Gordon in 1778 van die Tafelbaaise 

kus gemaak het, verskyn die battery Heere Hendriks Kinderen as weinig meer as 

n skans met n waghuis daarby, ender die naam Kleine Battery, oos v~n die Groote 

Battery of Chavonnes Battery. (5) Die battery Heere Hendriks Kinderen is nooit 

ten vol le ontwikkel nie en met die jare is die onderhoud daarvan verwaarloos. (
5

) 
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Vroeg in April 1781, en enkele dae nadat die nuus van die uitbreek van die 

Vierde See-oorlog (1780-1784) tussen Nederland en Engeland die Kaap bereik 

het, het die skip Diamant n berig •van Here Sewentien gebring dat die battery 

Heere Hendriks Kinderen vernuwe en dat n derde battery in Roggebaai gebou moes 

word. Goewerneur J. van Plettenberg het as gevolg van die oorlog en die 

gevolglike tekort aan arbeiders nie dadelik met die werk begin nie. Nadat n aantal 

kanonne uit Mauritius ontvang is,is twee batterye (die Hoe en Lae) in Roggebaai 

gebou, terwyl die gewese reduit Heere Hendriks Kinderen volgens n plan wat 

in 1780 ontwerp is, omskep is in die nuwe, 11 gecassamateerde 11 battery Amsterdam. (7) 

Die begrip gecassamateerd beteken dat dit meer as een verdieping gehad het, 

waarin die kanonne in galerye of twee vlakke kon le. Die onderste vlak 

van die Amsterdam Battery het gewulfde gange en kelders gehad, waarin die 

kanonniers gehuisves is. Die ingang na die battery was aan die agterkant 

(of westekant), en n pad het daarvandaan direk na die steengroef teen die 

hang van Vlaeberg gelei, waarmee die bron van die bousteen ook verklaar word. (8) 

Die werk het onder direksie van luit-kol. P.H : Gilquin (~of van die Artillerie) 

gestaan, en is eers na die vrede in 1784 voltooi. In 1786, na die koms van 

goewerneur C.J. van de Graaff, is die battery voorsien van sy vernaamste 

• geskut. (9) Die geskut, wat bestaan het uit 66 vier-en twintigponders en 

6 twaalfduimmortiere, (10) is in Februarie 1787 beproef, waartydens n 

ernstige ongeluk gebeur het, toe een van die kanonne ontplof. (11 ) Die 

battery was ook toegerus met die nodige oonde, roosters, ens. om gloeiende 

koeels te vuur. (12 ) Die kruin van die borswering was 57,5 voet en die kanonne 

41,5 voet hoog bo die gemiddelde watervlak. (13 ) Die voltooide battery was 

volgens kaarte, foto's en ander illustrasies n voortreflike voorbeeld van n 
agtiende eeuse Kaapse vestingwerk, waarin die wetenskap van militere argitektuur 

met die van ballistiek verenig is. 

In 1792 is die battery se ekonomiese waarde tydens die algemene besnoeiings= 

3/ ... 
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program ondersoek. Die funksies daarvan is toe beskryf dat dit woning 

gebied het aan die kanonniers en stoorplek vir kruit en geskut. Die doel 

daarvan was om vanuit n hoogte n geweldige en verwoestende vuur op vyandelike 

skepe en op hulle roeibote wat die strand nader, te skiet. Dit kon ook dek= 

vuur gee aan die kusbatterye links en regs daarvan. Die onderhoudskoste was 

laag, en sou vereers tot die sooiwerke en grondwalle beperk word. (14 ) 

n Geprojekteerde loopgraaf met n borswering, genaamd Dordrecht, wat van die 

battery af so ver as die steengroef teen die Vlaeberg op sou strek om n 

infanterie-opmars uit die noorde te stuit, is waarskynlik nie gebou nie. (15 ) 

Met die oorgawe van die Kaap op 16 September 1795, het die battery in Engelse 

hande oorgegaan. 

Na 1795 : Na die Slag van Blouberg (8 Januarie 1806) is die 24ste Regiment van 

die Britse leer in die battery gekwartier. Volgens Lawrence Green, wat soos 

gewoonlik nie sy bronne vermeld nie, (Tavern of the Seas, p.25) is die geskut 

in 1827 daar uit verwyder om die battery in ·n tronk te omskep, maar is dit weer 

in 1898 as battery verster k en gemoderniseer. Dit was egter in 1862 al in gebruik 

toe twee nuwe skietgate in die kanteel gemaak is. (16) 

Die vernietiging van die battery om plek te maak vir hawe-uitbreiding 

• dateer uit vroeg in die twintigste eeu . Dit is nie seker of die vernietiging 

werklik nodig was nie, omdat die grond skynbaar nie vir die voorgenoemde doel 

gebruik is nie. 

Dr. D. Sleigh 
Julianaveld-Suid 6 
PINELANDS 
7405 

18 Januarie 1988 



V0ETNOTE (Tensy anders vermeld, verwys argivale bronne na stukke in die 
Kaapse Argief.) 

1. Vergelyk kaart : Plan of Cape Town and Harbour. (W. Bird : State of 

the Cape of Good Hope, 1822. London, 1823. Frontispiece). 

2. lbid.,Foto E 3994(Chavonnes Battery), K.A. 

3. Reports of De Chavonnes and his Council, and of Van Imhoff, on the 

Cape. Van Riebeeck Society, Vol.I, number 1, pp. 69-70. 

4. VC 26 Daghregister 21.11.1744, g.p. 

5. Kaart M1/1127 : Relief view of the coast line of Table Bay ... , 

R.J. Gordon, 1778. 

6. VC 117 Memorie over den Staat van Defensie van Cabo de Goede Hoop, 

1786, p.22. 

7. Ibid., p.23 

8. Kaart M1/1081 Amsterdam Battery and Dordreght Retranchement, n.d. 

9. VC 117 Memorie over den Staat van Defensie ... , p.71. 

10. Kaart M1/337 0ntwikkeling van de Nederzetting ... 1786, naar de kaart 

839 in 't Algemeen Ryksarchief. 

11. VC 34 Daghregister 23.2.1787, g.p. 

12. C 406 Attestatien Verklaring van C. Cornelisz, g.d., p.180. 

13. Kaart M1/1088 Plan showing the firing range of guns of the Amsterdam 

Battery, 1791. 
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14. C 202 Resolusies van die Politieke Raad : 23.3.1792, pp. 220-221. 

15. Kaart M1/1081 Amsterdam Batt~ry and Dordreght Retranchement; 

Kaart M1/1086 Plan showing the position of the entrenchment 

Dordreght, c . 1791. 

16. Kaart M1/59 Plan showing the newly constructed embrasures, Amsterdam 
Battery, 1862. 

1. FOTO'S 

1.1 Elliot - Versameling (Kaapse Argief) (E) 

E.3505 Afbeelding der Battery AMSTERDAM in de jaare 1781 tot 1785 ender 

directie van den Colonel P.H. Gilquin, aan Caap de Goede Hoop, 

aangelegd. Met Explicatie der Gebouwen . (g.d.} 

E.3506 The Amsterdam Battery and Boatbuilders (?} workshops. (n.d.} 

E.3548 Powder Magazine, Dock Area. (Amsterdam, during demolition?} 
( n. d. ) 

E.8138 City from above Amsterdam Battery, 1880. 

1.2 De Smidt - versameling (Parlementsbiblioteek} 

1.3 Annandale - versameling (10 foto's, aangeheg) 

1.4 William Fehr - versameling (Rust-en-Vreugd) 

A/T 85 Gezicht van Cabo de Goede Hoop, J.Jones, 1795. 

2. KAARTE (Kaapse Argief) 

2.1 M1/59 Plans showing the newly constructed embr asures, Amsterdam 
Battery, 1862. 

2.2 M1/377 Ontwi kkeling van de nederzetting aan de Tafelbaai, 1786, uit 
De Geschiedkundige Atlas van Nederland~_ (Naar de Kaart 839, 
Algemeen Ryksarchief.) 
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2.3 M1/1080 Plan .... de la Batterie D'Amsterdam ... L. Thibault, 1791. 

2.4 M/1081 Plan showing the position of the Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.5 M1/1082 Plan and Position of Two Guns, Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.6 M1/1083 Plan of the Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.7 M1/1084 Plan of the Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.8 M1/1085 Plan showing scale of the embrasures, Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.9 M1/1086 Plan showing the position of the entrenchment Dordreght, c.1791 . . 

2.lO M1/1087 Plan showing the position of the Amsterdam Battery, c.1791. 

2.11 M1/1088 Plan showing the firing range of the guns, Amsterdam Battery, 

C. 1791 . 

2.12 M1/1089 Plan of the Amsterdam Battery, showing its position at the 

coast, c.1791. 

2.13 M1/1127 Relief views of the coastline of Table Bay ... , R.J. Gordon, 1778. 

2.14 M1/1526 Plan of War Department propperty (sic) within the site of the e reserve around Amsterdam Battery. (Scale 720 : 1) (Undated; 
traced 1873). 

3. BYLAES (foto's en fotokopie~ van uittreksels) 

3.1 12 foto's, Amsterdam Battery, 1980; Annandale-versameling 

3.2 Plan of Cape Town and Harbour, 1822. (fotokopie). 

3.3 Kaart M1/1080 Plan ... de La Batterie, met vertaling in Engels van 
Franse aanwysings (Fotokopie). 

3.4 Kaart M1/1080 Amsterdam Battery and Dordregt Retranchement (Fotokopie}. 

3.5 Amsterdam Battery en Kaapse Strandgebied g.d. (Annandale - versameling) 
(Fotokopie} 
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3.6 Aftekening van rotsgravure, Amsterdam Battery (Annandale - versameling). 

3.7 Potloodskets van oorblyfsels, met afstande in tree (Annandale - versameling) 

3.8 Anonymous : The Buildings of Central Cape Town 1978 (Vol.1), C.P.1.0.A., 
Cape Town (Photo copy). 

3.9 Louw, T. and others : The Buildings of Cape Town, Phase Two, 1983, 

Vol.3. C.P.I.0 .A., Cape Town . (Photo copy). 

3. 10 Anonymous : The State, February 1910 (Photo copy). 

3.11 Barrow, J. An Account of Travels into the Interior of Southern Africa. 
London, 1804 (Photo copy). 

3.12 De Jong, C. : Reizen naar de Kaap de Goede Hoop, Haarlem, 1802. (Fotokopie). 

3.13 Green, L. : Tavern of the Seas, Cape Town, 1947 (Photo copy). 

3.14 Le Roux, G. Europese 0orloe en die Kaap (1652-1795) . 0ngepubliseerde 
M.A~-skripsie, Unive rsiteit van Stellenbosch, 1941. (Fotokopie). 

3. 15 Percival, R. An account of the Cape of Good Hope. New York, n.d. 
(Photo copy) 

3.16 Roux, P.E. Die Verdedigingstelsel aan die Kaap onder die H.0.I .K. 
(1652-1759 (s i c)) . (Fotokopie) 

3.17 . Semple, R. : Walks and Sketches at the Cape of Good Hope (Facsimile 
Reprint). Cape Town, 1968. (Photo copy). 

3.18 Theal, G.M. (ed) : The Story of S.A. told in 800 pictures. Pretoria, 1913 
(Photo copy) 

3.19 Theal, G.M . : History and Ethnography of Afr ica South of the Zambezi. 

London, n.d. (Photo copy) . 
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ROBBEN ISLAND: LIST OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 

Refer to attached map: Numbers refer to general survey of island 
all installations World War 2 

Extract from Fort Record Book 

Robben Island and Cornelia Batteries 

In or about June 1939, work comme nced on the construction of gun 
emplacements and fighting buildings for a 6inch and 9 .2inch Battery 
situated on the Northern and Southern sides of the Island 
respectively. By April 1940, work had advanced sufficiently to 
allow for a 6inch Q. F. gun being installed at Cornelia. Manning 
personnel were drafted to Cornelia Battery and occupied quarters in 
that part of the island known as "the village". Owing to lack of 
necessary equipment, it was not until July of that year that the 
Battery assumed an operational role. At the same time, the 
construction of the dwelling houses to accomm odate members of the 
Peace-time Garrison and their families was commenced. 

In November 1940, work commenced on the building of a jetty at 
Murray's bay. During Ma y and June 1941, the first 9.2 inch was 
mounted, but the installation not completed as all the equipment 
required had not yet arrived . Towards the end of 1941, equipment 
started arriving in a steady flow. The second 9.2 inch at Robben 
Island was mounted and the Battery manned as a modern Counter
bombardment Battery in Novemeber 1941. 

In March 1942, it was decided to prepare the Island against attack 
by landing craft. The steps taken were to construct concrete pil l 
boxes and rifle posts at strategic points on the island. 

C.A.T.C. (Coastal Artillery Tranining Corps) was established on the 
island and courses in Coast Artillery for W. A.A.S. (Womens ' 
Auxiliary Atillery Service) were conducted. 

On 6 January 1 944 Robben Island and Cornelia Batteries went to Care 
and Maintenance and all operational personnel were withdrawn . 

From Fort Fortress Study Group Volume 16: 1988 
Coast artillery in South Africa pp97-118 
1899 - 1955 by MAC EOIN BISSET 

Work on the gun emp lacements on Robben island began in the middle of 
1939. Cornelia Ba ttery on the northern side of the Island wa s 
armed with two 6-inch quick firing Mark II guns which were installed 
in June 1940 and February 1942 respectively. Robben island Battery 
was bui'l t on the southern side of the island and was armed with two 
9.2-inch Mark VII guns from overse as which were mounted in Novemeber 
1940 and July 1941 respectively. A third 9.2. Mark I X gun was 
recieved from overseas and erecti on commenced in Noverneber 1945. 
Wooden dumrney 9.2-inch guns were built to confuse the enemy. The 
problem of unloading the barrel of a 9.2-inch gun on Robben Island 
was solved by placing it on top of trailers in an end loading barge . 
A low swell made it possible for the barrel to be towed ashore by 
tractor. 



• 
I 

• 

In Ma rch 1942 concre te pillboxes and rifle posts were built t o 
defend the island aga isnt artack by landing craft. On 6 Janaury 
1944 all operational personnel were withdrawn . On 24 october 1952 
Robben Island Battery was renamed De Waal Ba ttery in honour of Brig. 
Pde Waal's signal contribution to South Africa ' s coastal defence . 

On 1946 the coast artillery batteries most of which ahd been placed 
under care and mainr tenance in the latter - stages of the war were 
revived and renumbered .. .. . .• . 5 Heavy Ba ttery ( Robbern Island ) 
con s isting of Cornelia and Robben Island Batteries commanded by LT . 
Col. AW Stanford, DSO , MC, ED • .. . ..• 

The Coast Artillery Training Cen tre on Robben Island commanded by Lt 
Col . L J Klootwyk was reacivated in 1946 and on 31 December that 
year the Coast Artillery Brigade was re-established as a PF unit 
with its headq ua rters in the Castle at Cape Town. 

In January 1958 the Coastal Artillery was disbanded • 

2 . 1 Bunker 

2 . 2 Gun emplacement for 9 . 2 inch gun 

2.3 Store 

2.4 Store 

2.5 Bunker 

2.6 Gun emplacement for 9.2-inch 

2 . 7 Bunker & ruin 

2.8 Bunker 

2 . 9 Cornelia Ba ttery 

6.4 Blockhouse 

6 . 12 Pill Box (marked 97th Coy) 

6.16 Block hous e 

7.1 Bunker 

7.2 Gun emplacement 

gun 

Cornelia Battery 

7 . 4 Concrete blockhouse (Camouflage planting on roof ) 

7 . 5 Gun emplacement 

8.82 building ?store 

8 . 85 9,3 inch guns 

8 . 86 Underground p ower station & bunkers 
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1. LION BATTERY Signal Hill, Cape Town: This battery was armed with two 9'' Rifled 
Muzzle loaders in 1891 and was built at the same time as Fort Wynyard. One of these 
guns will be seen later in the day at Middle North Battery in Simon's Town. The battery 
was remodelled in 1911 and re-armed with two 9.2-inch guns. It was manned by the RGA 
until March 1916 when the CGA took over. ~o parent gun shoots were held after 1935 
because of the damage caused to properties ' in Green Point and Sea Point. Sub-calibre 
guns were fired instead. The erection of Apostle Battery made Lion Battery's 9.2-inch 
guns redundant and they were dismounted and replaced'with two 6-tnch quick firing guns 
which had been mounted by 30 May 1942. These guns in turn were replaced by three 6-inch 
breech loading MK XXlV guns on MK Vl mountings which were installed in December 1943, 
January and March 1944 respectively.° In addition the battery was armed with a Vickers 
machine gun on a anti-aircraft mounting. 

SALUTING GUNS: Lion Battery is still the Saluting battery of Cape Town. The present 
saluting guns are four 12-pounders. They are fired by SA Navy gunners on Republic Day, 
in honour of the State President or visiting warships and at noon on the day when the 
State President opens Parliament. On 7 March 1949 four 25 pounder field guns were sited 
in the battery for firing salutes and the CFA still fires salutes here from time to time. 

- TIME-GUNS: The guns are identical to the two 18-pounders outside the Lioness Gateway -
to the Castle of Good Hope and it is probable that all the surviving 18 pounders in 
Ca pe Town (there are five) were part of the armament of the Imhoff Battery which was on 
t he seaward side of the Castle and demolished in 1896. By 1807 a noon gun was fired 
regularly fr om the Imhoff Battery. On 4 August 1902 the noon gun was fired from Lion 
Battery for the first time. The time gun was one of the means by which ships i1 • 
Table Bay could determine the error and rate of their chronometers and has not always 
been fired at noon. In 1864 the gun was fired by electrical impulse from the Royal 
Obse rvatory for the first time. Today the time impulse is transmitted by the Observatory 
a Jong a Post Office line to Lion Battery. 

From 14 May 1918 until 17 January 1919 and again during the Second World War the boom 
of the gun brought the whole of Cape Town to a standstill as all bowed their heads in 
silent prayer for two minutes and remembered those at the front. 

1~e markings on the guns re~eal that they were cast by Walker and Company in the Bahamas 
between 1760 and 1820 ( t he r e ign of King George 111 .) 

• 
Some Buildings at Lion Battery: To the left of the main gate is the building in which 
the officers were quarte r ed. On the right is the Officers' . Mess. The Day BOP and WAAS-
quarters are at tpe bottom of the front of the battery. The Night BOP is reached by 
climbing the steps above the highest gun emplacement. Other places of interest are the 
wa t e r tank (iden t ica l to the one which was originally at Fort Wynyard), the Battery 
Pl o tting Room and the swimming pool which was built during the S~cond World War. 

2 . APOSTLE BATTERY LLANDUDNO: Construction work commenced circa November 1939. In 
October 1940 the quarters were occupied and the battery became~- Coast and anti-aircraft 
training centre for recruits but was closed down on 4 December that year. 
The battery was armed with two 6-inch MK XlX field guns (there are examples outside the 
Castle and at Fort Wynyard). Their emplacements are still clearly visible. 
In August 1942 a 9.2-inch MK X·gun on MK V mounting from Lion Battery was mounted (No 1 
gun) and operated in conjunction with the two field guns. In October 1943 a 9.2-inch 
MK X gun on MK lX mounting was installed (No 2 gun) and the two 6-inch guns in front 
of it were removed. The gun from Lion Battery was replaced by another 9.2-inch MK X gun 
on MK lX mounting late in 1944. The recommendation of the British Ports Defence 
Committee that 9.2-inch and 6-inch batteries should not have less than three guns for 
effective observation of fall of shot l ed to the installation of t he third 9.2-inch 
gun in 1945. In September 1943 it was decided to man only one gun at Apostle Battery 
and from December 1943 until the end of the war the guns were not manned but a c~re and 
maintenance party was retained. General Smuts visited the battery to inspect the 
progress which had been made. 
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The enstern de fence line that ran from ?ort de K.nokke up to the slopes 
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of Devils Feak. i"he three batteries, Holland Redoubt,Centre Redoubt and 

Burger Redoubt. '.!; he sauare building of the right is t:1e ·barracks . The main 

ro ad(Sir Lowry Road) runs t-hrough the centre. 
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l ' f CHI\VONNt: BAT T LRY 

- PlRn of the Chavonnes battery.St a rted in I7I5 but only completed inI7 26. 

This was the first battery to be built on the shore of Table Bay. 
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.- The Kerkhoven line was a series of earthworks or trenches that ran from 

Amsterdam battery up to the slopes of Signal Hill.These were to stop 

any troops advancing over the l and from the western side of Cape Town. 
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-Port Road 
AMSTERDAM BATTERY 

ed 
prop. ref. 
inspected 
record 

192 
WB 17B99 
September 1982 
CA (E8138), c1880 and Pocock: c1884 
(among others) show the full extent of the 
battery 
Thom c1895-" Built 1781-remodelled 
1892" 
The State, February 1910-Article by 
J H R De Smidt, "The Amsterdam Bat• 
tery" 

The "Amsterdam" or "Water Castle" battery, built cl781 
and remodelled in 1892, was one of the larger landmarks in a 
chain of coastal defence works constructed in the late half of 
the 18th-century between Rogge Bay and Mouille Point. Dis
mantling, to accommodate harbour extensions, appears to 
have started cl905 and today only portions of the heavy 

. blucstone walling survive. 
Construction and historic significance comparable with the 
Castle bastions. 

Port Road 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT OIL POLLUTION 
DMSION 

ed 
prop. ref. 
inspected 
record 

192 
WB 17B 100 
September 1982 
15006, 1925-John Killey for Irvin and 
Johnson Limited 

Double storey, loadbearing red facebrick: warehouse. 
Raking parapets to 3-bay gable ends, 8-bay side elevations. 
Timber trusses, steel roof sheeting, timber warehouse floor 
construction, steel stanchions and mid-span beam, industrial 
steel windows, painted concrete lintels, triangular timber 
louvred gable vents, sliding timber doors to north face. 

Western Boulevard 
Freeway and Parking Area 

erven 
prop. ref. 
inspected 
record 

9569,9570, 179,180, 195,175,163 
WB 18C2,9,6 
September 1982 
1974-Van Niek:erk: , Kleyn & Edwards for 
City Engineer's Department 

Portion of Foreshore Freeway scheme. Construction of this 
phase ended in late 1974. Parking area completed in early 
1975. 

7.1 

382.4 

~ 
7.2 

iii 'i =:,· ,,;.::--.;_)_ ~-;·· ·,.---~-: 
422.S 

7.3 

632.6 

51 
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He should be remembered principally for creating a practice which was sub
sequently blessed with a distinguished professional succession (see page 328). 

The Lady Feversham and the William Bentinck incidents were only the prelude 
to more serious outbreaks of disease in the town: measles in 1839 and smallpox 
in 1840. In rcbruary, 1839 Dr. Louis Liesching as P resident of the Colonial 
Medical Committee ani.iously informed the Governor that the Committee, the 
Officer of Health and the Garrison Medical Officer all believed that the 
cutaneous disease sweeping the town was measles 'in a mild and modified 
form'4G,47. On Dr. Liesching's suggestion (which the Governor repeated as h is 
own) the town was divi<led into wards with a medical practitioner and two ward 
masters in charge of each to succour the poor, to notify new cases and to enforce 
disinfection. for this purpose the Government provided chloride of lime, vinegar 
and medicines from Polemann and Company and set aside part of the old 
Slave Lodge as a 'temporary Measles Hospital'. The practitioners and their 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

respective wards were4B: 

Dr. P. Chiappini: between Strand Street and the Sea, bounded 

by the Jetty and Loop Street. 
Mr. Surgeon A. Brown (see page 303): from the end of Ward 1 

up Strand Street 'to the late place of execution', and between 

Somerset Road and the Sea. 
Mr. Surgeon nickersteth: all part of the upper town beyond 

Buitengracht until crossed by Shortmarket Street. 
Dr. Mader (see page 148): from the end of Ward 3, the rest of 

the town up to Lion's Head. 
Mr. Surgeon Fraenkel (see page 148): Castle, Hout and Short-
market Streets, from Heerengracht ( now Adderley Street) to 

Ward I. 

Ward 2. 

Ward 3. 

Ward 4· 

Ward 5· 

Buitengracht. Mr. Surgeon Laing: Longmarket, Church and Wale Streets to 

Buitengracht, including the Hottentot Square. 
Dr. Liesching: Dorp, Pepper, Leeuwen and Bloem Streets. 
Dr. Hiddingh: Keerom, New (now Queen Victoria) Keerom 

and Orange Streets and Buitencingle. 
Dr. Ahrens: St. John's and Hope Streets, Stal Plein, Roeland and 

Upper Duitenkant Streets. 
Dr. Fleck : Boom (now Commercial), Plein, Lelie, Barrack, Zieke 

Ward 6. 

Ward 7· 
Ward 8. 

Ward 9. 

Ward IO. 

Ward II. 

( now Corporation) and Market Streets, and Caledon Square. 
Dr. Montgomery: the lower part of Buitenkant Street, Irish Town, 
Constitution Hill, Harrington Street as far as Castle Bridge. 

Ward 12. 

Ward 13. 

Mr. Surgeon Bailey: Heerengracht, Keizergracht (now Darling 
Street), Graave (now Parliament) Street, Church Square and the 

lower end of Longmarket Street. 
Mr. Surgeon Somervaile (later Liesching and Bailey): every 
street, lane and house between the Castle Ditch and the Upper 

and Lower Toll. 
The Gardens. Mr. Surgeon Abercrombie. 
The temporary Hospital: Drs. Pappe and Havinga van Zweel (see page 239). 

Burrows E., t\ . 
) 

JI .;v, a 
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The widespread and serious nature of the outbreak can best be gauged by the 
figures which Dr. Liesching relayed to the Government40: 

14th March, 1839: 7,136 cases with 12 deaths 
25th March, r839: 6,655 cases with 5r deaths 

8th April, 1839: 8,542 cases with 95 deaths 

When the temporary Hospital was closed in mid-May and the epidemic pronoun
ced over, the Colonial Medica l Committee est imated that about r5,ooo Kaprmaars 
had been victims of the measles47. 

An odd outcome of the 1839 epidemic was the abandonment of measles 
quarantine for ships. Since the infection seemed to get ashore anyway (as it had 
done in 1789, 1806 and 1839) and moreover 'the longer it is kept out, the more 
fatal its consel1uences', the Medical Committee decided in future to exempt 
vessels with cases of measles on board from quarantine restrictions5o, An un
doubted beneficial effect of the epidemic was to bolster the rapidly growing 
esprit de corps of the Cape medical profession - a circumstance which stood it 
( and the community it served) in good stead six months later when the negro 
slaver Escorpao brought smallpox to the Cape. 

The Escorpao had been captured by H.M.S. Moderate and escorted as a prize 
into Simon's Bayr.1 where Dr. Thomas Mitchell, the Port Officer of Health, 
diagnosed cases of smallpox among the slave cargo and immediately reported 
his findings to the Government. A fortnight later he relented of his diagnosis, 
stating that he believed the condition to be merely chickenpox52 ; but by then 
unmistakable small pox had broken out among the inmates of the military hospital 
under Staff Assis ta nt Surgeon John Forrest, M .D. On the 24th of January Drs. 
Laing and Dailey diagnosed the disease in a coloured domestic servant at 
Claremont~3 and five clays later Dr. Liesching himself attended a genuine case. 
From then on it sp read to Wynberg, the Cape Plats and Plumstead, and finally 
in March assumed epidemic proportions in Cape Town itself. 'The Disease will 
now soon spread, ' Dr. Liesching warned the Colonial Secretary and he again 
outlined the emergency measures that should be adopted immediately53. 

The Government was not disposed to act. Apart from a pathetic query as to 
the genuineness of the infection nt the beginning of February54, nothing was 
done until wild rumours and panic seized the town in mid-April. To an official 
request for information at that time Dr. Liesching replied that 'the reports 
regarding the alarming incidence of the disease ... are true' and he mildly re
proved the Government for not acting upon his advice in January55, The town 
required a thorough clenn-up, he wrote, nnd, besides hospitals, legislative authority 
was needed to deal with the emergency. 

Provoked into action by the Medical Committee, the Government instituted 
measures modelled upon the experience of the measles epidemic of the previous 
year5G, The Chavonnes Bnttery which was opened as the 'Smallpox Branch of the 
Somerset Hospital' under control of the Surgeon-in-Charge could accommodate 
eighty-six patients without alterations and 121 if these were carried out. Further 
hospital accommodation was provided by Dr. Forrest's offer of 200 beds in the 
old Military Hospital. D isciplined by the measles epidemic, the town's practi
tioners voluntarily gave their services and each took charge of one of the fourteen 
wa rds into which the town was again divided . Wnrdmasters were appointed and 
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the 1839 disinfection measures carried out. The power to vaccinate was tempo
rarily extended to all practitioners but the townsmen's request for compulsory 
vaccination was abruptly refused by the Governor. T he Mohammedan priests 
were approached in order to gain the cooperation of the town's Malays 'in whose 
crowded dwellings the infection spreads most rapidly'. O n grounds of their faith 
these people were opposed to vaccination and refused point-blank to allow their 
sick to enter hospital for fear Lhat the bodies of their dead would not be delivered 
up to them for interment according to their creed and also becaus·e the hospital 
food was not prepared by a Malay cook05. At the same time the sewers, markets 
and streets of the town were subjected to a thorough clean-up by the inhabitants. 
By the 4th of May when the epidemic had reached its peak (see below), 
Dr. Liesching could report that the town was 'in a state of cleanliness unpre
cedented of late' and that confidence had returned to its inhabitants&

7
• 

The epidemic was now well advanced, and the Medical Committee advised 
the Governor on the basis of experience that confluent cases should be kept 
under observation for thirty days and the milder cases for a fortnight before 
discharge. And in order to relieve both the Chavonnes Battery and the old 
Military Hospital of their convalescents, a third hospital was recommended 

120 
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where patients for discharge could be thoroughly disinfected under proper super
vision. All infected articles were to be burnt and bodies buried within an hour of 
death or directly upon daybreak in graves at least four feet deep. The Government 
had erred badly in January by procrastinating over the Medical Committee's 
warning and recommendations and Dr. Liesching had now only to make a request 
for it instantly to be put into effect. 

By the beginning of June the epidemic was definitely on the decline and a 
meeting of practitioners on the 6th reported only about a hundred cases still 
under treatment58, including the fifty patients remaining in the hospitals. The 
danger was now considered so far past that the power to vaccinate was again 
vested solely in the Surgeons of the Vaccine Institution. The small Tygerberg 
lazaretto conducted by Dr. f. L. C. Biccard closed on the 23rd50 and the daily 
reports from the Chavonnes Battery (signed by Dr. Bailey) ceased on the 7th 
of Juiyoo; the old Military Hospital remained open until the 21st of August for 
convalescentso 1. Though deaths in the hospitals were negligible, the epidemic 
wreaked havoc among the Coloured population of Cape Town; in one ward, one 
out of every fifteen people succumbed , and the over-all mortality was estimated 
at more than 2,500 persons5.t, 

The epidemics and the local medical society combined to exert a salutary 
influence upon the standard of town practice. During the epidemics practitioners 
had been drawn together as never before and the spirit of mutual cooperation, 
scientific interest and communal responsibility that was engendered led - as 
we have seen - to the e~tablishment of a fine medical tradition with the Somerset 
Hospital as its focal point. Already a large proportion of the regularly qualified 
practitioners were Cape-born. Of the fifteen 'doctors and surgeons' listed in 
lhe 1836 Cape A/ma11aco2, no less than six were South Africans (marked X) and 
a seventh, Dr. Louis Liesching, had spent all but the first year of his life at the 
Cape. 

J. Abercrombie 15 Strand Street 
S. Dailey 87 Long Street 

X A. Berrange 3 Plein Street 
X A. Brown 53 Strand Street 

J . Carter IO Burg Street 
X P. Chiappini 8 St. George's Street 
X C. r;eck 89 Long Street 

S. fraenkel 2 Market Street 
J. Laing 14 Heerengracht 
F. L. Liesching 105 Long Street 
L. Liesching 105 Long Street 

X H. Mader 35 Castle Street 
L. Pappe IO Graave Street 
D. Somervaile 32 Loop Street 

X J. R. Zeederberg 35 Plein Street 

Anlho11ie Berrange, M.D.(Leyden) (1773-1840) was one of the earliest 
Cape graduates from the Leyden University medical school. He was the son of 
a Cape siekelroosler, the nephew of the Reverend C. Fleck and the brother of 
the do111i11ee of Swcllcndam, so that his links with the Cape Church were 
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urn VBU.DEDIOINGS'rl:JLSNL . 

is op ld'i61)lek ,g,eh.ou igewo1-.cl, iOJU'<.ln.t dit tu;1 .. by tlio, landing<sple.k 
gelee :wo.s, ~n dte waJer in 1t:l'ie .grag kou gclci word. Va:nt 
Lceuberg: a.f kon 'u vy;.n1d gcmnklik die fo1t platskie.t . l\Iis
kien bet ,Va.n Riebeeck gf}Cliuk :<l'at dia in,fsta.ud tusse.n Leeu
berg en die vesting te groot was vir 'n 'kanou ya.n dio tyd 
om :e,nige ska.de tc kan <l'oen. Hierin was hy nh ver vorkoe.ixl 
nie. Nicte.enstaa.ndc dio vertroua dour ditj Bewindhebbers, 
so .,~~el i:~s Van Riobeec l~, in_ dio iort gestBl, was ;d:it tog 
maa.r .van 'n ba.ie swak gehn,lte. Dit wn,s van aa.rdc- ge- · 
maa:lf en daarom njc b estand teen wind en ,veer .on anor
min:1 ni-o 1A;c11 ~w.a,a,,r g~sk,u,t nie. 

Die Bcwindhebbers was nou oortuig cl.at 'die bes it V'll.r.i: d'ie 
lCaap vir hulle 'ti kwessie v11n lewesbc.lang was . Die" :Fort 
<le Goedo Hoop " ko~ nie- verhoed da.t 'n vroomclo moont-· 
hcid 'dfo KHap vcrower, on <lus Holla:rid' .se haJ1d'el ben.1dool 
nie. Sedert 1652 word die Kaap druk deur vroemd-olingo 
besoek. Die handcl met die inboorlingc en vreomde skepo 
lwt aanmerklik toegen.eem. Die pukhuiso in die" Oude Fort" 
wn.s te klein goword om p.l ~e koopwa1ie to bevat, en weens 
gc:brek a..'1.n ruimte kon hulle ook' nie vergroot word nic; 

"en d.aaren boven wegens de goedo situatio en 't groat 
belang van de. plaa.ts, de bezetting moest worden 
versterkt, ten einde dezelva mot de inwoners in
stna.t zoud o zijn, om oon vijan ct 't hoofd' te bied,en 
zoo maakte men ten eersten eona.n overslag, op 
wat wijs men {!eJle .ga.:nt sch ni,e-uwie, -grot.er en ruimnr 
vesting bouwcn zoude konnen, waaruit meu oak 
de zce beschieten pn tle haven benijke konde." (10). 

I Dio Bewindhebbers sou miskien nag gea.a.rsel hat ,)m 
·groot onkoste te ma,ak, wu,t die bou van 'n nuwe- vcst.iug1 
nooclwendig m et (hom sou p.loep, was dit nie 1da.t in S0ptomber 
1GG4 tydi.ug· van 'n 'dPeicndc oorlog met Engelan,d ontv <tng 
gowor<l i1ct. In di e o.orlog ~vat voJg word die bes ittiugs va.J1 <lio 
.Wcsindieso Komp;wjic iu Noord-Amerika. en die handol- \ 
st;i.sies na.u dio ku.s va.u ;wcs-Afrik'.,'1. aa.ngcva.l cu vorowcr. \. 
Di e Koap was , w,0:)ns 1sy l swak verdlod'igingworko, -~1un die- \ 
.s elfde :gcv:1ar bloot.gesld. Die -kunonno kon di~ skope by 
dio ankerpl ck nb be-rnik nio ,on dio wa.llje van dio 1'0ut~::! Fort" 
Wtl'.I n)ods go(lec.,ltelik ingustort. Dit Wµ.'.I ausoluut nodig om 
<lie Knap sondcr \-'Crsuim \in wcerba.ro st,a,n.t t'e plaa:s. 

\ 
( 10) Kolbe, Op . Cit., . II, p. 223. 
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DIE VES1'INGWElllCE. ·. 

EA8'I'EEL DE Go1mE Hoar. (11) Die pla.n (12) (lour 
dio Dirnkteurc ,g.ekies vii- :<lie Kusteel, was 'n reclmat,igo 
vyfho.ek bastionfort (13), gebou volgens die, V;.wban model 
(14). Die plek uitgesoek vir die vesting was ongevcer 

·250 iineters ,oos y~ dio li'prt va.n Va n Riebeeck. Die 8sto 
,· Augustus, 1G65, ·land die kommissaris Isbrand Goske en 
· met adv:-es van qie Politieke ra+ld word die l>outerrein d'eur 
ham iiangewys. Gron<l' g-elykm:aak ,en . uitgrn.we · Yil.ll (!j,3 

f.ondamen~ duur vyf maande. Op die 2de. Januarie, 16G6, 
word die eerste steen van die Kastoal gelo deur.'Cli-e komma n
deur, 7.a,cha.rias \>V;tg-'ena.ar, die twede deur Ds. Johan van 
Arckel, lhe der<le deur <lio· Sckund'e Abraham Gabbema, 
en die vierde deur die Fiskap.l Hend!rik Lacus (15). Die 
name van die bastions vau die Kastcel was "Duuren," 
"iLeerd.am," "Oranje-," "Nassau" en "ICa.tzen.olleboog." 
Oranjc en J:.,eerdam -was hoer dau die a.nder clrie. Dit 
stel J1u\1,e in stn.a.t om oo.r. di,oorige k1.:stionstovuudndio 
rigting van dio see. 1.-(oor dan honderd meta.lo- en yst.e r
v:eldst.i.lkke vMm die, bewapening va.u dia vyf punl,e. Aan. 
die seckant was die Kaste,el nie boskorm d our rcdu.ito of 
r----·-

( 11) yv. "A Geographical and Tot,ographical Description 
.il the Cape of Good Ho)pe," I, by 0. F . Mentzel, pp. 100-107; 

• -'\Tho Cape in Mid - Eightcenitl1 Century," ibr, 0. W. Men:ztl, p . 148. 
. "Precis ...... ," Jourpal, 1662-70, pp. 150, 169-70; Journal,. 
1671- 4, 1676; pp , 20:6, · 281; Th~I. Op. Cit., I I pp . 141, 
239-240, 244-:-- 5; • Kdlho . Op . Cit ., .pp. 223-4; C. 
do -Jong: !' Reise naar de Kaap de Goede Hoop, Iceland en Noor- · 
w·cgcn," II, pp. 110-8; · Karl Thunberg: "Travels in Europa, . 
Africa and - Asia-performed between the years 1770 and 1779,';. 
1,· l?I. 10!6. (12) Ka~n (!CA.) No. tvL 60. Kaan No. I~ (D) . 

( 13) Die lJastio11 fone was in swang in· Europa gedurcnde die 
tydpcrk ( 1550 - 1870). · Die 1icpe van fort stcl die verdcdigcrs 

. in ~,,,at om 'n lcruisvuur in alle rigtings rot op 500 meters afsrand 
docltrcffcnd le rnaak . Met die Frans - Duitse Oorlog in· 1870 kry 
die soc.rt foric dtJ nckslag. (Notes on Fortifications," dcur R. D. 
Ward, p. 8) ." · · · .. · 

( 14) Va11ba11 ( 1633- 1707) was 'n bcrocmdc Fransc vel<l
~aarska!lc en vcslingboukundigc in <lie tyd van Lodcwyk X_l V. tiy 
die Vrcdc van Nymegcn in 1078 . word 'n aan1al forte aan FrankryL: 
tocgeken. Die taalc om hulle · tc herbou en re veructer is toe aan 
Vauban opgedra. Sy roem hct hy vcral vcrwcrf met sy uitstckende · 
rnctode van aanval · op versterkte plekke . J-ly • was oak · die ecrste· 

' om ge were van ba jonette le voorsten. 
( 15} Ricbeeck's J .,· 1662 ~ 1670, p . 160. ·· 
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JH g•v 1mn EDI QINGSTI~LBET,. 

ntwclyne nie. Dit was miskien nie nodig ni~. omdat die • 
lfaai aau die lms vol rotse is, wat net uibsteek of .onder · 
:<lie oppervlakte aangetref word. In di() omtrelc yan dio ' 
Kast.eel wa.s daar net 800 tree, waar 'n land4ng met Uein 
bootjies onderneem kon word. Die ba.io r9~se {llai1k di t. · 
-ootnooutlik vir skepe om die Kasteel to nader m~t dia 
,doel .om <lit te bombardeer. Die mut,a was van 'n goeio 
hoogte eu van s&ndsteeu gebou. Dio gesku-t was go:r.•lil,as 
op so . 'n wys10 cb.Lt ~it sowel clio omliggend.o ln.ndl 
as die see kon bestryk. Biun-0 dio ruure w.as dio pukh~ise, 
lrns;ern,~, goewern-0ur so woning, die raa,dsa.al (}ll und!}r 

· gebo1,1e . . 

DH1 Qprig v.u.n dio Kn.steel was 'n pa,io langsume proses 
:gewees. Ag lange ja.re s·e ;i.rbeid was da.,ar~ b~too .al
vorens di t so ver gevorder was dn,t die garnisooo kon in trek 
.n,eem. lsbrand Goske het horn ver<lioostolik . gemank 
cleur ,db werk nan die !Casteel met aUe kra.g voort te sit. 
D.eur horn word die "Fort de Goede Hoop" in 1674 afge
breek na. dat <lit vir '22 jare goeie dienste verrig hot. 

Waa.r dit betref die, maa.k van vcstingwerko a.an die 
Ka...1,p, het Europose toe-stnndo gedurig 'n a.:1.nmerklike in
vloe<l nitgooofcn. So l11nk as da.n.r vr.elo in Europa heers, 
·word die bou van fortifikasies op die lange baan geskuiwe; 
·wanneer, aan .die ander kant, oorlog uitbre:ruc probeer die 
ncwindhebbcrs · die verlol"e tyd goed te maak. In 1667 .. 
kom die tyding van De Ruyter se segetog na. die 'fheema . .. 
Alma.I <link <lat dit nou. vergoed ge<laan was met Enge
lnnld Km s~ei,a.kappy,., O,nm:iddellik · word di~ werk nan: 
die Ka·1teel gesta.ak oo dfo aoldato n11 Batavia gestuur 

· (16). In 1672 breek weer o_orlog uit. Daar besta.an vrees 
clat 'n Franse eskader 'n a,anval op die Kaa.p sou . ma.a.le.; 
-duarom word die wcrk an-dcrmaal hervat. Die vesting wo1xl 
nog nie as sterk gcnocg· beskou nio. Op a.a.ndrang van 
goewerneur nax word in 1677 'n begin gemaak mot die 
uitgrawe \'an 'n grag random die vesting. Hicrin, t eir 
beter Ycrdecl iging, kon die wa.te.r in tyd van geva.a.r go-
lei word. In 1678 word vrede gemaak met F1~a.nkryk .on \ 
-~n die Kik'l.p gevier met algehelo .stopsat van v-erdoo.i- \ 
g111gi::mua.treols. · 

G{,luren-de ,die r,og-eri;hg va.n die Van {for Stels is 'n 
p¼ar nuttig-o verbete:rings1 nan dio K~stool uungobring. Op 
btvel Yan Kommissaris v11n Rheedc tot Drakonstein word 
'n dwunmuur gebou, en' op bevel van ~ommissaris du 

( 16) Thea!, op, cit., n; p. 166. 
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Wilde in 1703 'n m,i-~l~m yoor i<he poort :0pgewe1·p. Dio 
ravelyn was voorsipn van .. '.p .' paar kunopne bedoel om 
<lie .. troepe te be1:3ko1-m as h:ul uit di13 r.otxa.nchoJ:Uop.~ na 
die lfosteel retireor, fjelf:'I pa, l;I,} die vorandad.ngii en Wlr• 
beterings v.an tyd tot tyd tot stancl gebring, w;i;; nooit 'n 
we1·k met so baie afbrek&np'.e kritiek be-jei;\n .gew011d: a.;; dis 
"ICasteeJ de Goede, Hoop" nie. . . . 

•Kolbe twyfel ¢1..aar stork a.,u.n of die nuwe vesting ste
wigeJ· g'~bou .e.n bieter g~~~ is cl.4-!l Y~ Ri-e.bee<:k .se Ou_ Fo1i, 
wat daurvoor nroi::a plek _ma+ik:_ . Die: gcbou . J~ J)f'l:J.sttg op
getre4 eo ~olbe :ipr.e~k die m~JllP~ u1t: . , ·1 · .• :-

f' da.t .nien zjch billijk \'.C~·wondenm J:Uoet, aa.ngt'lzicn 
dat roen bij 't a.fiic11iet,eQ. .van qes stukken. Jco.µons 
dikwijls .beducht js, dat .er ecn brok van een zeker 
bolwer4 om ve.r vallen., en !,t dav.eren ,1;1iet uithou<lan 
ial, ,dpordjen .de Jdippen ~u -st~,Q.M i.oo · slecht in 
rn.alkao4eren gevoegt j~, ,Q9-t m.e.o ·wijl iµ· weiuig 
kalk C\Q. Jeei:n op -~-n~e _ .t~e gabr1,1i~~ is, 9p vel() 
plaatze.u een ·s tok ioo d1ep ¢1.M.r t~ssel)en H!. kan 
stekco, p.lp . by ¼ir:1g is .~· (i'o .. : . :., .. ·· 

Sir John Darrow Joa.a~ melding van die fcit dat, hoe• \ 
wel <lie !Casteel die ylek en . die ankerplok behoors, <lit op 
sy beurt behccrs word deur dia helling van Duiwelskop 
(18). Die swak punt · is l..;i.ter deur generaa.l Omig in- . 
gosion, en om dit te verhelp ·hpt hy pa4torye ,◊n · bl9khuise ·. 
]a.at op rig tot uan die s.teilto van geQielx:le berg. ; , 

Louis v.an Assenburg, in 'n brief ~ die Here XVII, · . 
beveel aau <lat die · la.ndmiliesio op gocie voot moet gehou 
word,. 1 vant as <lie. vyand geland het, sill _ db taak op hullo 
skouer~ moet .n.1s orn· <lie voorraxle .af te soy on ,<l,ao 'n 
n...1.nval te ma.ak. Dit sou bcter · ,· , . 

" ...... ll).0e~ geoorde1 ,'lt . w91xlen . voor do behoudonissp van 
dese plantse i11 sulk eeu goval ab alle do groote 
kosten, die ecu houwbaare forti.fioatio van dit _Ca-s
teel soude nu. ,sig :sJeopr.n" (19) . . 

l'. 0. Noodt rnppo1tecr in 1722 dut hy kans sie11 om dia 
KaatecJ binne 2,1 uur te verowor (20). 'c · ' . 

'· ' { 

; , , • '. 1 ! j , j ', :; I , • ; I •• • • _' ,: •• • :• 

1t1 <;.; ':• 
. . . ( 17) .. Kolbe, O_p. pr.,:1 U, ,pp. 223 re-~·:·, . ., , , . . ;· · 

'(18) Sir . Jphn 13.a.rro~; ·,,"ln~v~h ._ .. irllP , th.~ · Interior .p,f 
Soµthern Afric~," JI, pp. 224 ~I .s~q . , ., .. 

_ .. (10) ·• ~pporte:n ilcr .Commiss,irimiri," (tc. ,A.); 16~7 ,-1764). 
(Van Imhoff SC rapport, ). ,743) . . , · .. · .... ·· 

1 

· (20) Bylagen, 1722 (K. A.), p. ~38, . . . · .. ·, 
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DI 8 VJJllDEDIGINGS'I'ELSI!lL. 

Selfs die lcommissarisse, wat van tyd tot tyd rapport 
oor die Knap moes nitbring, het nie aJtyd 'n gunstige 
opienie oor die !Casteel daarop nn. gru10u nie. So bowoer 
Kommissaris vn.n Goens (Jr.) iu sy memorie a.an Simon van 
der Stel clat hy liewers nie van die Kn.st:col sa.l melding 
maalc nie, daar lclio fo_ut nou eenmaal begaan is. e.n -onhcrstol
baar lyk (21). 

Ook dio mpport van Kolonel P. ;H. Gilqui;n e-n L. liL fl'hi
bault was nie al te vleiend vir die hoofvost,:ing van die 
GoeweJment inio. Dio n,.-u·d(~,001.'k, se hulle, is ~wak en 
aa:n -goom-ig-0 repu.i-n.sies ondorhcwig. Die v,ergane palissad'os 
moet voordurend cleur nuwes vervang·, 611 <lie watergragto 
uitgediep word. By konstruksie bet die lC,<1,ste.el aa..n sy 
doel bea.ntwoord " . ... . . <loch zoude. thans .. niet lang teegens 
eiene;n m:agtigon "W,ei gedisciplin-oorid.ie Europooschen vy~nd 
konnoo ;resis te.eren: zoo WIOOg·e!ll.S doszolfs- oudioi-w.etscho en 
nadioolign. constructi,e, a]s omid;a.t 11et to klein ie;n door d'en 
v.oet die~- Duyvelshergs· gedominoord is (22) . 

Dit blyk dus heel duidelik dat die Ka.steel die Goede 
Hoop as 'n bolwerk teen vrnemde moonthecle nie juis hoog 
aangeskrywe gestann het nie. Die enormo uitgav·o aa.n 
die vesting ten kost:e gele sou wellig beter bo.stoe g,ow,ees 
het as op strategiesie punte, in B,a.ai Vals en elders, oon-• 
voudige batterye en forte opgei:ig geword is . . Die ICasteol 
ein ook Van Riebe.eek S6 Fo.rt het Jiooltrun~l to .laaJ gela 
om van enige militern wa.ar<lli t-e woos.. D_uiwolskop en 
Leeuberg het die ligging van die vestings bohoors deur 
hullo hoer en meer stm.tc.giese terre.in. Die rodes vir die 
----

( 21) Wilmot and Chase: "History of the Cape of Good'. 
Hope," pp. 82 - 3 . 

(22) Rcsoluticn 1792 (K . A.)-Rapport van Kolonel P. IL 
. Gilquin en L. M. Thibault.1 \ 

NOTA: )- Sc'Hs 'n k dn9nnie:r het k:lit g~:w2a1 om iy 11: e :: ing 
oor dio Kast-eel lug te gee. Hy s! dat, as die Franse inbcsit kon1: 
van !Jio hc1lling: van Duiwc!Slkiop, hulle instoaa t . sou wee , di e gar
nisocn uit die vesting tc skiet. Toe· die goewerneur dit verneem la~t 
hy die kononnicr vang en voor qic Raad bring . Hy word gel as'. .. 
twee van die bestc kanonne tc nccm en op gc(mcldc hoogte tc plaas .. 
Van hicr macs hy probcc~ 'n koecl in die · Kastecl wcrp; gcluk 
dit horn clan son hy va n ~lie straf vry 1vees. Die procf word gc
nccm . ma:ir <lie Kastccl ~ly onbcskadig. 'Hy word toe vcrplig 
horn solf 1ot 'n sot ·tq vel'kl aar en boonop beboet om d :o kostc van 
dio vcr'lvydering van die 1kanonne re d~k. (Thea(, Op. Cir. ·· rr, 
pp. 193--4). 
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DIE VESTJNGWEfilCE. 

·o·prigting van die J(ast.eel op die . plek, wa;ir ons dit van
dng aantrd, vinit ons ,i,n di:a volgc;n:dle feite: Die w·c1,tlC!l• 
hier kon gemaklik in die grn.g om clio vesting g,olcl word; 
die aukcrplek kion beter van hier behoor·s word clan van· 
uit enigc antler pu,ut; die geskut van Duiwolskop of Leau
borg sou vyandige .skepo nie kun verhin<ler om ongehindcrtl 
die ankcrple'k te bereik nie. Io ·elk g.ava l, di~ bou van die 
Ka.steel met eriorme onkos'te; toe <la Kompa.njio roeds t.rul 
val begin to nelg, is aa.n • ernstige kri~iok onderhewi'g. D,ie 
beste · bcwys dat selfs die Bowind11cbbor.s nie t5 hoe waarde 
nan die vesti11g geJ1e.g het nio, is die oprigting van tycl tot 
tyll van 'n reeks kl eine r f.oi-te e.n b.a.tfory,e. a.a;n <lie kus va;n 
Ta.felbnai. Dis duid.elik dat <lie, Kaap verlom sou woes in<lien 
die IC.asteel van die l.:rndsy aa.ngeval word'. , 

Cn.AVONNEB OJ' GnooTE BAT'rlimY ('23). Die hoeksteen 
van die ba.ttery i~ gela op 20 Feb,ruarie 1715, maar dit het 
toe <lie naam "Mauritius " gedra. · Dis gebou naby diei 
kus aan die voet van "Leeuwenbil" waar die" Breekwater "· 
tan a in die see skiet, · · Dit' was so geloe dat aan skepa 
w.at die ba.a.i b~nnoseil groot hia:d!81;.nfa en Eelfs ska.de kon 
berokken word . . Verder kon dit geanker<le· skope m et die 
regtedlank enfileer. Dia Bat~ ry was uitors goskik om 
skepe te beskiet wat dio Ba.ai binniesoil. Dit was op rotso 
en die 16 ka,ionne, · waarm·ee dit bow~pen was, k'.on laag op 
die wnter ski e,t on ·. <luaro.m· ho.as onmoontlik dio d'oelwiU 
mis. Gate d eur die k_oeels veroorsa.alc sou baio gevaarliki 
wees, want hulle is natuurlik naby die wa¢rlyn van die 
sk i.p . 'l'roepe, wa.t nan die lundsy aanv:al, sou hier min teen
stand ontlmoct, daar die m eeste lmnonna slegs na die seo
k.ant in die werk gest.el k1on word ('21). Die battery was 
in 1726 voHoo~ gow0!-\9, m111p.1, J;n d'i,o typ.' v11n Vrui. du Gra.aff 

· is <lit vemuut en m et hv'oo vlouels .vom·sien. Ko.rt voor 
die vertrek van gemelda goowernour is allo arbeid daar
aan -gestaak gcw.ord . In dio rapport van Gilquin en 'l'hi
ba.ult word <lit beskrywe as 'u . "aanzienlyk en welgo
plaatste werk," wat die moei.'t.e ,v.erd is om heeltomal to 

· vollooi (25). Dio bn.ttiery bly ooq. yan dio vo0rdodigingswe1·-
· , : • . . 

' ' (23) Kaart, No :'-1. (T) : ' TJ1eal, op. Cit. 1 II, p. 441; Resolu1ien 
·(K .A.) 16 Nov. 1770°; Mcnlzel, Op . . Cir., pp . 140-149; Men1zcl 
(Description of. .. ), p . 106. · · · 

(24) Capt. R . Perc,ival ·: ' "An Account of the Cape of Good 
' ' Hope ." p . 105 . ' · 
, 11 ( 25) Resolutien ·1192- Ri!ppon ya.11' Kol. Gilquin. en · Thibault 

(K.A . ). . . 
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DIE VERDBDIGINGS'l'ELSEL. 

ke van die Ka.ap tot 18G0 toe dit afgebrcok is om plok te 
maak _ vir h.a,ve doeleindes (2G). 

' G~lui;.ende die tydpc.rk 172G -10 hoers
0 

duu.r betrekliko
vrcde in Europa. "Daa.r w:ts g'n vrees vir 'n a.anval op die 
Kno.p nie en gevolglik word weinig tyd en geld a.an die bou 
van fortitilcasies bes t ee. 1'oe ogter i11 17 ,10 anclermaal. 
d:i:o oorlogswollao ()Or Eu,ropa :aai:u:npialri, ;is .o:p,m1iut 'n o/gin 
gonma,k met die vorsterki,ng van vm-<lodigingswerke. Orn 
dio · K-na'p teeu ao.nvallo v~u1 v1ie.emdlo moouthed,e te b~
veilig was ne't die Kaste_el, Ohavonnes Battery en 'n paar 
klein sko.usics hmgs die kus aanwesig. Die sanderige 
kus v.a.n 1'afelbara i. le we1· .orals_ ge,skikte l11ndingsplekke op; 
daar w,as dus groat behoefte aan meer uitgobreide ve.r-
ded igingsmaatreels. 

DE ZEELINrn. (27), Om die lens heter teen 'n vya.n
dige aa.nval te v,ersek.eir word in 1711 besluit 'n lienie lungs 
die stranu op te werp - ' 

"daer het zand yndigt en den vasten gr.and begin<l, 
· m e-I een bohoorlykc, borstweering voorsi-en, te d0:eu op

werpcn van h et schansjes ge.leegen na de strant der 
Souto Rivier tot by d-en w.a.terlo,op agte,r het Casteel ten 
,eynde de militie on burgary die ,lUl.n het voorm; stra.ut. 
soude moeten o.ge.oi•,en dnar aglier te kunnen. bergen. en 
bovryd te ·stelle.n voor hat -goschut; n.ls zynde dat de 
enigste plants alwn.-er een vya.nd mot de minsle incom• 
moditeit soude kunn-e.n ln.nden en. van . agter wellrn rn
tranch-ement, voorno.mentlyk waannee.i: hot selve insge-

( 26) Theal : ''The. S1ory of, South i/,.frica told in 800 Pic1ure,.'
0

• 

p. 56. 
( 27) Die Seelicnie bchoor tot die onafgebroke veldfortifikasie-

lienies. 
In vroeer IIYO is hul(lc : ba~e gebruik, maar op ·die · huidigo 

<lag word hulle selde aangetref. Die werke verg veel arbeid om 
in goeie staat van verdedigilng te. bring; verder, weens , sy uitge- \ 
strektJ1cid met voorui1springe!'de puntc, het 'n lienie · yan ' die ,,ard \ 
baie manskappc- noidig _om ~Yi 'n vyandichke aanvaj van nut te ,-,,c-es . 
Wannecr op c6n pick dcurg9breek, kan so'n lienic nie Langer ver_
declig worcl nie, en moct dan! as vcrloi-e beskou word . Die onaf{;e 7 
broke licnics is veral nutti.gl tussen twee heuwcls, by 'n nou pad 
tussen mocrasse, of op 'n lan'<lengre; d.w.'.\l. orals, waar 'n tlankcer
bewcging onmoontlik is, ka11 ; die licnie, goeie di ens doen. ( r-fojor 
Knollys : "Fidtl Fonifications ." p. 40 . ) "l~apportcn dcr Commis
urisscn" (K.A .-)-(1057-1764) - Thea!, Op. Cit., III, pp. 10-11. 
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ly-1C. met g~schut wierdo geplunt, oon krugtigc tecgcn
weer souqe l5unnen ~-,cschioden " (28). 
Die Lienie is ccrs drio jaar ·1ii-t<w 'g ebou om "Porl:J 

-de I(nokke" met die Kasteol te verbind·. · Pit word ver
verdcdig deur die L~ttcrye .. -'l'ulba.gh" (K), "Oharlott.i&t 
-(L), "l-ld2nil' (M) C'fl '1Elm1.both" (N). (29). · · · 

_· Agtcr die Lienie wa~ da.M 'n pu.ar kruitmagasyne en 
oak 'n lung· i-y plo.tdn.k geb9,u.e·. 'l'ydc-.ns dil} vio1-do Bnge,lse 
Oorlog ,' wol'd . die Scclieni_o · llllJ1ll)Crlclik vcrbctcr, · As 'n 
vorbinding· {4ssc11 ~i~ l(.u.s~ iOil fort -do Knokkc · wns <lit 
gcskik on1 rn,et ·~y . vier l)a.tterye vyan~Hge skope afbrouk to 
-doe11. . · · . · · · .. , 

Gilquin . on 'l'hibault rupporte-e-r in 1792 da.t di-3 wcrk 
in goeie orde oujderhou is. (30) . Dit bestaan geheel uit, 

.a,arde eu messclwerk, wat soms baio reparasie$ nodig maak. 
As skcpe na genoeg aau die strand korn·, sou dio battorye 
hullo skade kon oandoen. ·: Dan.r dis ._1,nko1vlek cgtc,r yer 
vun die kus wus, - kou die Jm . .no11nl\ <lie .skcpo nie met 
hulle koeels bereik n1e. Op dio- Lianie . is dus nie so baie 
geskut gepln.nt ns op 1.U1df;\l" batfJ3ryo nio. Dio groots tc . 

-<.lions wa.t die Liepie kop doen · was om · ,dio vorsterkings 
vir dio . giu-nisocn, hetsy burgers or o.nder :troop-0, tcon 
vyimdc~like grskut to be.skerm. Di.e trocpe hi.er in gcrN!-d
hcid geho4 kon dan na goedvfnde gebruik word waar 
hulle die meeste nodig mag weos . . Verdor moos die Lienfo 
<lien om die verbinding _tussen JJ'Qrt de Kqokk.e -~n die 
ICastecl te bewerkstelli~; . hiorin l~ ~an oak di~ gro~t~te 
vcrdienstl\ van dio _Soohe.nie, . Pio fl0<:>1-t Jionies_ 'VUS . onge
twyfokt goedkoper dn.n Pie v-ostings, . wµt met groot koste 

'ppgerig is; maar, n;w die antler leant, het hulle ba.iu 
munskappo van node gehad om b'lho,orlik te Icon vordedig 
word, on wantwe,i· op 6~µ p4nt verb1wk. _ was hullo a.bsoluut 
nutteloos. ' , · ,. 

' . Fon·1• nn lCNomrn · (31). ,. Pie hoekstoon van Fort de 
Knokko is gelll op Z4 OktoLe.i:, 1713. Pio fort vorm dio ujter-
----

(28) Resolutien (K .A. ), 2~ Maart, 1741 : - Sien· vercler: Rapport 
van Van Imhoff, 2. 60- 70. ·. 

( 20) Kaan No . 1 ." K.L.M,N: . . 
IN'OTA: -,-Thea·1 praa1 van ' "Swellengi-ebel" as ·,us~ell cfie Kas1eel en 
die Soule Rivier geleii. Thea!, · Op. · C~1:,· III, p . 11. · tly · bcdoel 

:seker _"CJ1arlotte,'' want Swellengrebel ' is die ou n;iam van "Dall cry 
Amstordam." · · · ' ' 

(30). Resolutien 1702. (K.A.). 
_ (31) . Kaan No. I. (I) ; . Thea!, Op : ~it., r.· P-i 

·Cit ., II, p. 226 . . · . . ., -· 1 j • 

Barrow, Op. 
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urn Vf)l1Df:DJGINGS'l'NLSrnL~ 

sto p1mt vnn d i.c Se.elionio on dicn om g{.\)J1e ,ao Licnio n.f te· 
sn y .of to bcpaHl. Fort d e ]Cnokk.o is g 1.,bou op dio "Ster 
Mo<lcl '' (l{aart No. II . 0 .), is voorsien van vier punte 
~n omring VHll 'u grag. Di.s bynn. g:ehool van aa.rdo on 
messelwcrk gemaak en is gednrig a.an ropa.rasies ondor
hcwig . Gi lqnin on Thibault h ot nio 'n gunstige rapport 
oor Fort de Knokke ui tg-obri.ng nio. Hullo boskou <lie 
werk a.s van 'h ·ba.ie geringe wa.ar<.le. "Dit work kan 
eerder gezegd worden tot dp 

"vol<lschn,nscn e.11 dus tot do pussn.g-oro, <lan wel tot de 
pormnmmte Ii'ortif icatien te behooron 'l'',n moe.t va.n woo
gons zyuo do.fectueuso consti-uctio n,ls con .zwuklrn post 
geconsidoreert ,verdon" (32) . . 
Ook Sluysken het die fort , beskou as van 'n gebrok

kigo gdu:dtc, sowel w.eens sy vorm .(ste.r) as woo11s -sy, 
stomp hookc. li'ort d<.' Kn.ok)co was rni. sy mooing nuUo
loos vir verdediging, daa.r die vya.nt[ tot aau ;lie rand 
van dio gra.g kon kom sender <la.t hy 'n kLmonskot bchoei 
tc nees. · , 

"vormits zyn uitspringende- hooken mot schilde huisjes 
bezet zijn -en zyn schietgateu rochtst.reeks en 2.ondor 
enig-0 schuinste- gestoken zyn" (33). 

F-ort de Knokke is nogJ to sien. no.by di-o troinspoor -
tu!!sen Woodstock en Kaa.pst.ad. 

Die IMHOFF BA-r'rEnY, ook -genoe1m· "CouvnR ll'ACn Iu
fuo1-·F" (31). Die hocksteen is ,geM op 2.3 Nov. 1744-.. 
Die battery roocs help ornl .die gesig van die l{asteol van 
die seekant te dck en to bosk'erro; tegelyk,1:nltyd vorm· dit 
'n aaoknopingspunt vir die Seelicnie. Die Couvre face 
so wcrl~ is yerclor om klio ·hcle voorkant van d'ie Seolieniei 
te koromandecr, en alle aanva..llo va n dio rigting metl 
goskut of t e slaa.n. :Me-t dio linker fa.co word dio a.nkerplek 
'bestryk en daarom was die -swaarste ka nonne d.a.n.r go
plnns. Ifanonno word hi er gep lua s in Juli,e 1715. Di6 
battery word in 189G wcggm·uim om plek te ma.ale. vir 
spoorwcgua.nhou. 

Vt•el was reeds gedoon orri dio Kaap teon vre-0mdQ 
moonthedo te ~ske.rm, -011 tog wu.s dna.r nog ba io stra.tc
giese puntc wat versterk kon word. . Not. 'n oorlog was . 
----- I 

(32) . Rcsolutien 17~2.- Rapport va.n Gilquin en Thibault. ( I(. 

A .). I 
_ (33) . •·nrievcn en P ap ie rc 11 van 

miiice~_den," I. (K .A.) . \ 
{34) .. Thea!, Op . Cit., IIJ, p . JI . 
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DIB VES'rINOWEnI(li), 

nodig om andermaa.l as spoorslag te dien tot die bou 
vnn ves tingwe~·ke. Dio tydstip br-e,ek nan toe Holland 
goclurcr,de <lio AmeriJrnn.nsB Vryhcidsoorlog sy Jo~ m.et 
die [En~clsc !Colonies en Frankryk inwerp on aan :JGnge
htnd dte oorlog . vorklaar. Franse trioop3 en i,ng,e.nieurs 
word d eur die Fra.nse, vloot on<ler a'dmiraal de Suffren 
na die ICaap verskeep ten oindo die bela.ngriko plek in die 
besit--van Holland te ver:3eker. Die Engelse 6kspediesio,, 
wat uitgestuur was om• die Kaap te vcrower, moos vao 
sy plan afsien da.a.r die teenwoordigheid van 'Clio Fra.nsc 
trocpe eu yloot dit onmoon_tlik gemaak h~t. 

Dlil Fn.ANSCnB Lrn1s OF · IlE'l'IUNCnEMEN'r . (35). 'l'oe 

Admirna.l do S uffren in 1782 hi er a.rri voc.r J11a.t hy · cla.d'ol i k 
die manslrn.ppe va.n sy vloot, on<lor bov.el van !Colon-el do 
Conway, 'n "retranchement" opwerp tussen Fort <lo Kpok
ko on Duiwelskop. · · Die "Nieuwe Heti11nchcmc.nt," soos 
di·t ook soms genoem· word·,, is later vol~ooi met behulp 
van die Hollun<ls~ garnisoau: a.an dio Kaap. Dio Fru.nso 
Lienie van sooie en aa.rde · hot gos trek tot by "Zonne,
blpem," die naam van die heer Munnik so pla.as (36). Die 
Lienie moes di'en om· Ka.aps-tad teen 'n .vya.nd, wa.t va.n. 
<lie knnt vn.n Simo,nsbaa i, oor Muiz:enberg en Wynb-erg 
op.rnk, to verde<lig. Di.s buitc r()pa.rasie gelaat woons dio 
groot koste van onderhoud en sy geringc belang (37). Die 
Lioni.e, wat inde-rhnas opgowerp is, loop nio hoog gonoeg lungs 
dio h ellin,g van Duiwelskop · op ni~ en kon dus maklik 
geflankeer word. Geoeraa.l Craig, die aanvoorder van dio 
Britso troepe- in 1795, wu.s good bekond me,t die . 
toestand van die Kaapsc verdedigingswerke en het Uie 
pl1m · gehn.d so'n fla.nkc-c-rbewegin g ts maalc indien die 
Holla.ndiio troepe hier sou posiesio · iunc.em . Genoraal Craig 
het tydens sy bewicid aan die Ka.ap die swak punq in diQ 
Franse Linie herstel deur dio bou va n 'n paar forte t.\Ot 
uan dio steilto van diio D-org! (38). Volgons dio opicnic
vnn ~oskundiges ko,n die- Lionio mot ve . .-lies v,\.U 'n paar 
man maklift geforseer word, omdat 'n kruisvuur van die 

(35) . Kaan No :· I. z.z.z.· Thea!, Op . Cit., If!, pp. 164, 
173, 190; Wilmot and Chase; Op.' .Cit., p . 185; 

N ota 1 : D11 CoNway was •~ Jcr in diellS van · die Franse. 
(30) . Kaan No. I. Z .:. 15. 
( 37). Resolutien 1702- Rapport van Gilquin en Tliibault . 
(38) . Jolm Darrow, Op. Cit., II, pp. 224-,-- 37 . 

Nola 2 : Die rnic.:tie van ~raig . SC batt cr_yc is uog lC _sicn Jian 
•die helling van lJui1vclskop. 
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DIH VJrnDEDIGINGS'J'ELSl~L.e 

Kasteel slegs tot op 3000 ja.arts afst,and doeltreffend kon 
wees; <lie hele Li0ni~ wa.s dus uic binn:o bereik van cltio 
kanonne nie. 

PnoJECT R1nnANCIIEMEN'r. (39). Die lienie, tussen die 
!Casteel en Duiwelslwp, was ontwerp deuL· 'n brigadaFranse 
ingcnieurs wat op hulle weg na. die Oosto aan di~ Ka<\P 
vertoef het. In 1789 was daar nog i1et die tiweei bastions 
",Coehoorn" en "Gordon," gcreed. "Coohoorn 

11 

( ·10) is 
<.lcur gocwcrneur Van dcr Oraaff aangelc; <lit bestryk di<>· 
vlaktc tussen Ji1e !Casteel en die Franse Lienic, en sodoende 
lmn dit dio na.d01·i.ng va.n 'n vyan<l vJ:tn die 009tekn.nt baie 
bemoeilik. Op bevel van Van der GraalY, kort voor sy 
ve,rtr~k, j9 die w,e rk gestuak. Ba.lfory "Gord'on." (41) 
le 'n · biet.jic hoer op dan "Coehoorn." Dis in die hac1.s 
gemaak geclurcnde die oorlog van 1781-'l eu soJert die- ' 
tyd is <lit buite ond'erboud: gelaat. D-~ur die Lienie is die 
Ka.steel enigsins - "respecta.belor II gemn.ak. In _ die 
oa.stions wn.s nie groot vertroue to stel nio, daar 
goeie infanterie, wat met dio posiesie bokend . is, 
bole.ant die n •gtorflunk kon d eurbreek om clan 
die l(astecl met kanonvuur tot oorgawe to dwing. Di~-
" r10trarichement" is nooit heeltemal voltooi geword nie. 

Die verskillencle Lie.nies wa.s nocl1g gea.g om<la.t, soos 
reeds vermel<l, die l\asteel baie laag gala het, en omdat 
die vyand buite bereik van die KasteeJ. se kanonno ko_flj 
opruk va.n die oost2kant en ICaapsta.d verow2r. Die 
Lienies het nia hoog genoeg- gestrek l a,ngs die helling van 
Duiwelskop en kon derhalwe nie van groot militoro waardo-
beskou word nie. 

"h,TEnMEDJAnE II B'ATTEllY (4'2) en die "Nrnuwlll BAT-

( 39) . Ka art No. I. 13. 13. 13 . 
"tllernorie aan Zync Hoogheict · van de Mililaire Com1nissi:e, : 

25 Sept. 1789 - en Brieven en Rappurten van de Miliraire Corn, 
missie 1790." (K.A.) . , , 
. ~ 40) . "Coehoom" Is genoem na '11 l-lol)an~se :oldaa~ en \ 
mgen1eur met '<ho naam ( 1641 - 17014). Coehoorn ts ~1e opngter· "\ 
_van baie Hollan~ls.o forte .in 'ly iyJ. Hy -is die lui1v111der van 
klein mortiere, "Cochooms"\ gcnoem. 

Resoluticn 1792. Rap•port van Gilqufn !!n Thibault. (K .A . ). 
(41). "Go•dQ11" is gc~oem na t::oloncl Gordon, die J1oof van . 

die Artillerie ;1an die• Kaap1 

Rcsoluticn 1792- Op. Cit. (K.A . ). . .'' ,; 
(42). Kaart, No. I, (H); Rcsolutien. 1792-Op. Cit. (K.A.-) . 
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~EnY " . (48). Ta.felbaai is uitgestrek. Dio Kn.steel, Cha
vonnes :Battery -en Ji'ort de Knokke was ni.o voldoende 
om 'n ,,ynndielike landing to voorkom· nio. 'n Swak punt 
in · die verdediging vu,n- 'fllfelbaui· se- kus was ongetwyfeld 
die feit dat - ten QOste van Fort de Knokke g.'n batterye 
opgerig was nie. I Om hierin voorsiening te ma.ale word 
1110g twee bn.tte1·y.o opgestel tussen - Fo1-~ d,e, lCuokko on 

- Soutc ,r Ilivier, t.w. "lntermelliare Battery" on "Nieuwo
Ba.Ltcry.'' Di~ twee Datteryo,. van n.ardo gemaa.k, bohooi
tot die tyclelike fortifika.sie.s ·en is in 1782 h11n.stig opgowerp. 
Die doel · was om die strande in die om trek van Son-ta
rivier rnet. lrn.nonue ie bestryk en 'n vya.nclelilrn la.nclfog to 
voorkom. Die battorye is deur Van der Graaff beskou 
11.s te ver van Kaapsfa.d gelcii 10m bchoorl ik vtn-dooig te 
kan word. Die batterye is oak deur _hom buite repa rasios 
gela.at en die geskut op a.ncler plekke opgestel. In cHe
omtrek, waa.r vroeor die vestingwerke gestaan het,- is la.tor· 
die _ teenwoordige '.' Craig Ba~tery II gebou. 

BAT'l'ERY AMs•q,:nn.u,. · (44) . Voonln.t die groot yerbc
terings aangebring is !)et die battery dio naam geclra. va ll 
"Swellengrcbel !' en "'s Heor-en Hendriks . l~indercn" (45). 
Aun <l{e1 wostel~t va.n i<lfo Ka.steel was Cho.vonnes Bat
tery te swa.k om 'n vyand bai~ afbreuk de kan doen oc· 
horn in <lie see te bes kiet. -Derhal w,e word di t noodsa.aklik 
Pen.g hier vestingwerke ' in dio lewe to roep. Van die forte, 
m hierdil,! omtrek was A.msterdam Battery die vernaamste. 
Die plai1 is deur die luit~na.nt-kolonel van die Gonie, P. 
H. Gilquin, opgetrek; tussen die jare 1784 on 1786 is •die . 
battary voltooi ginvonl. ,Van d'.er Gra aff vind! d'ie plan 
gebrekkig; daa.r _'dH amper gereod was, moos hy dit vol
tooi . "Amsterdu.m" is stewig gebou van a.arcle ~ mes
solwerk. Dit lrnn 200 soldnte bevu.t ·en binne die mure 

' was ook magasyne en li-.asernes. Aan die la.ncl so leant 
wos <lit ve1-al goa<l! verdt\llig. Die vesting is geloo not ag,tot· 
die goeio ankerplek, dio huidige Ka.apse dokko. DiB docl 
was om skepe wat _ hier kom anker tc beski e,t . Verdru· 
moos dit t<l'ien om• dio · ldein-or forte en batteryo links kjn'. 
regs deur sy geskut te _beskorm .toen naderoncl!3 vaartuio. 

(43) . · Kaart, No . I, (G); Loe. Cit. · , 
(44). Kaan No. 1. · (S).' · At1es1arien, . 1779 (K.A. ) . Thcal,. 

Op . Cit., III, p.· 173; . Thea!: Story of South Africa, told in 
800 Pictures, p. 59; Wilmot and _ Chase, Op. Cir., p . 185; De 
Jong, Op. Cit.,, p. 210. 

: . ( 43). Kaan, No . I, '(G.) i ibid. · 
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Gilquin en 'l'hib,rnlt rapportccr in 1792 dat die ouderhoud 
vrui gemolde vesting nie kosb.a,ar is ;nio, ,ei1 ~t ,vereers <lit 
net die aarde cu sooiwcrk is, wa t enigo reparasio van noa·e 
hct . Bat.tcry Amsterdam i!'l weggeruim soclurt dio stigtir g 
va.n di~ Unfo van Su~u'-Afrilu~ om plck te "miulk vir 'ha,M 
on 1sp oc1rwe.g-cloelein;cles. 

DATTEIWE AAN om RoaaEDAAI. Daar is bier twee 
batt-eryc, die "Laage Battery," (Q) en dio "Hoage Ba .• -
t ery " (H). Hu1le is deur die Frnnse opgow:erp en dour 
Van d e Gra.aff voltooi. Die doel m et <lie batteryo was 
ewccens om di e nncl e.r plek to bestryk en dio nu.<l'er ing va,n 
vyandigc skepc te belet . ·D eur mlddel va.n. hullo ..rcg~r
flank kon die batterye 'n kruisvuur m et die linkerflamlc 
van Battery Imhotl verkry. Sodoende kon die sontrum 
van die strand tussen die Kas t eel on Rogg-0baa.i beveilig, 
word . ·Die batterye aan die Hoggebaai is goma.n,k va n 
nu.rcle en-messelwerk (17). 

Drn :Mou1LLE DAT'l'EUY. (48). Dio battery behoor ook 
tot di e "pu.ssugcre" of tyclelike ba ttery.e en is gemuak 
hier in 1783. Dit hestnan heeltemal uit aa.rdewerk'. 
'n Battery is hi.er nodig geag. gewo1'Cl omit.lat <lit <likwels 
gcbeur da,t s kepe, op . weg na die ankerplek, · hior m1et 
sti.lt.f:S in die see te kumpo kry, wuarcleur hulle in -
wcc rlo~c t.oestaud kom t e vorkee r. Sulk'e skepe sou d a n 
i.nuim ,1ya.n·uig, blootgostcl lo aa.n di o lra,nonvuu1· vn.n die 
Mouille Battery. 

K'Ji~nNE BA'l'TimY. (19). Die battery is opgerig in 1779 
ua;n · dio Dris-An'ker-Baa.i. Dri,e; a.nkers is ook i.n 1u1ie 
inharn g·,evestig om· 'n vyandelilde -•fancTi,ng te voorkom. Dio 
batte ry was va.n ge1:10g<: wa.a.ilUe :en "Il paar vyan;cfoli)(e 
skate son die garnisoen hier lmn uitd rywe . Dit blyk of 
aa.n die Da.ai vroeer 'n ba ttery was met die na,a.m "Kleyuo 
Battery" (50). 

l~IlANSCIIFJ IlE'rllANCllE:M ENT .AAN DE KmrnnovEN. (51). 
Die "retranchcment' 'is opgerig dour dio Franse troopa 
in 1782. 'l'nssen die Klipkuilen en die Korkhov:en is dit 

(46) . Kaart No. I. O.R . Thea!, Op . Cit., III, p. 173. 
(47) . Resolnti cn 179 2 --Op . Cit. (K .A. ). · 
(48) . Kaart No . I, U; Rcs9lu1ien 1792-Op. Cit. (K.A.i) . 
( 49) . Kaart No. I ., V; Ila rro,w, 9P· Cit., II, pp. 227, 234. 
(50) . Rcsolu1ien , I Des. l i742 ; 5 · Ma art 1742 (!CA. .) . Thu11-

bcrg: '"Travels in Europe., A{rica and Asia, performed between 
tl1c years 1770 and 1779 ." I , p\ 121. 

(51) . Kaart, Nu . I,, Y. Ites. 1792, Op. Cit. (K .A .). 
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haa!ltig opgewerp. Sedcrt die tycl is <lit bnita onderhoud 
g claat en as gevolg heeltema l varvalle. Dia Franse is 
ook v<!r(l.lltwoo1'<:lelik vi1· !dfo da.a.rstel vau 'n pM1' q.nchw 
batterye (Kn.art No. I, H,_ H.) ·. · 

Hoewel die 'l'afo lbaa i ongctwyfold goed v.erdodig, was 
d1:ur rlh vers kilLondo fol'te, ba.ttery1e, lie11io.s eu s kanse, h ct 
<lit alles niks gcbaat nie, as die vyancl ongehiud01,d aan 
die origc paa ie langs die Skieroila.ncl kon la.nd om da.n die 
vostingwcrke in di:0 rug· ann te val t0n te oorrompe l. ·. Na. 
verloop van tyd hct die . Bewindhcbbors ingesien <lat dit 
nood,;;naklik is om !dfa Kaapso Skie1~ ila.nd ook' op under 
plokke toon £\Un va li e ta verse kor. D i.o strand was oor die a.lge
meen ongeskik en gevnarlik vir dio land ing van troepe . Dit 
wa.s veral die geva. l aan die weskus van die Skiercilund wnar 
die see in die r eel stormagtig i s . 'l'og lll06-'l die Bewind
hcbbers vir a1le gebeurlikhoda · geroed we,os en dio moont
like lnnding splekke op :Clio ee.n of ,a.nd,01· wyse vorsterk. 

B.u1 VAN Kuns. · (ey2) . . ln 17&2 lie t die Franse hi er 
'n . "retranchement" opgewerp vir :vorclooiging van die 
Baai. · Sluysken het · 'n · klein . battery opgerig waardeu11 · 
die Be,.ai, sowel p.s l<fie pa,a.ie · wat na Kau;ps ta d lei, 
bestryk: kon word. Op die· niterst.e hoelrn vn.n Baai- va n 
Van Kamps be t Sluysken 'n paar stukko g eskut laat opstel. 
Die Bewindhebbers bet uie ba.io koste a.an die verdediging 
van die· plek bestee nie, want hoe .en aanhoudende branders 
ma.ale 'n landing in . die geweste haas oumoontlil( Die 
militere po'> in di-o ICloof mo.es '<hen as 'u steun en hulp 
vir ·die geskut aan <lit? lt~i - van Van Kamps. As dit ni e 
so moeilik · vir 'n vya nd was om 01ier to la. nd nie, sou d.ici 
stud van. nit die Bani op s y swakste. punt bedrcig gr,worcl1h et; 
wanneer in besit van Leeuberg, . kon die vyandige. goskut 
byna. a.1 die ves'tingwerke aan q.ie .Ta.felbru.1, i bestryk en tot 
swye briug. 

DA·r·rEllY IN DE OLOoF. (53). • Die doel vn.n di~ Bat
tery, was om die pad wat na ICaapst,a,d 'l ei te bcvoilig. Daar 
wa s maa.r min kans vir 'n ,vya.ndige aanv,a,l va.n die kant 
van D:1ai va n Va n Kamps en Hout Ba.a,i; daa.rom wus 
vir 'n lang tyd g'n ver<ledigingswerk · in die "Oloof" tus-

·' 
. (62) . Kaart, No. I, X; Siuyskcn :' "Drievcn en Papieren ens." 

I, (K .A.,) . Barrow: Op . Cit., II, p. ~27. ·, 

(53). Kaan, No. I: W. Sluyskcn: . ' 'Drieven en Papiercn 
cus.'' I, (K .A .,) . l{csoluticn 1792- Op. Cit . (K.A..h . 
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sen Leeukop en 'l'afelborg opgewer:r, 010. Op dio plek 
was net . 'n ruilit&re pos en 'u -waghuis ie . In 1782 word 
ook twee I.la tterye, cl io ee,n bo 'Cl ie QJ1dor, · opges tel. 'l'oo 
Sluysker, hier aa ukom vind hy die baUerye in 'n ollendige 
toest.aud, want sed crt 1782 is hulle s onder ondoJ1hou·u 
g elo.at. · Sluysken s& _ da t dit so ui e lmn bly nie, m aar die 
kloof moet Lesknt word op bevredigendo wyse, yas en 
duur~aa,m . '' Ile dring er ten zcerste· op aan <lat a.ldaa.r 
de zwa kkc zijde va n d.e, plaa. ts fa" (51:), Die "Militair(} 
Commi.➔ s i c " het ook a.aJ1bev,eel .om twee reduito ii). dit1 
.Kloof op tc rig. · · 

Gcpera.al Cra ig was dicselfde mooing a s Sluyskon toe
gedua n en be'3 kou iclit ook as 'u hoc noods::i.aklikheid·t la t hi er 
s owel as op Leeuberg betor ves tingwerko moet nangcl& 
word (55) . Craig beveel self9 aa,n om 'n vesting op 
L eeuberg t e bou. Al word die Ka.sto.ol deur ',p. vya.nc.l vor
ower, sou dit nog moontlik wee'::I om horn va n die hoogte 
met geskut uit te drywe. ·'l'eon 'hi•erclie plan het die artil-. 
leristo beswoar g8lnia~k WIOOl1S, die f'~t ldht dis helling van 
Duiwelskop hoer cl;m Leeuberg is, en vorder dat die af
stand tu'3s en die Ka.steel en hiordie heuwel te groot vir . 
die ku.nonue van di e 18<lie ceu gcblyk het. 

· BA'l"l'EHYR AAN nm l loU'l' DAAI. (5G). :Met rr eerste 
besook na n Hou Lba .. 1,i he t Van Ui ebew k die plS'k su wa,1t·d·o · 
g cskat. Daar is volop water; in die ,baai is goe ie ankor
plek vir 8 a 10 skepe,; dis van na ture sterk verdedig e n 
het '.n no1i iuga. ng . Die inga.ng ko.n ,goed versterk word 
d eU1· op die vooruitsprin g ende punt 'n fort tc bou (57). 
Geclure11de die Bngelso -Oorlog (1781-4) word, volgens 
r csolusic van die Politi eke Raad, op die wespunt van die 
baai ·20 stukke geskut g ep1aas (58). Uoutbaai moes toe 
<li en ns 'n veili gheiclsoor<l vir tlie 1rnop,vaar<lyskepo vnn 
dill Kompanjie . i::; eiu!ort dit, oorlog j9 ook dio vestingwerke 
buite opderhoucl gclaat (59) . 'l'.ydens die bowind van 
Sluysken word lii er tlrie ba tterye a.angelo. Die eors to word 
gl'l.>ou op g root klippe 1li'1.n die ui~~rs to 1,ogter end v:rn 
dio bani, 50 voct bo di e- ·oppcrvla.kte van dio sec, die twedo 

( 54 ) . Sluy skcn ; "Bri cvcn en Papieren ens., 
( 55) . Ba rrow, Op. Ci1., II, p . 227. . 

~- ! (K_.A . ) . \ 
\ 

( 56). Thea I, "S1ory '\ of Sou1h Africa tolr~ , in aoo pic1urcs," 
ll · 83 . . · 

( 57) . Lett. Rec ., 1649- 62, I, p. 145·. 
( 58) . Resoluti cn,. Md, 1781. (K .A. ) . 
(;"1!l) . flcsulutl en, 17!)2'- Op. Cit. (K.A . ). · 
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teenoor ctie eerste a.an di& linker ,dHerste end van clioi 
ingong, 80 voet · bo die oppervlakte van die see, en dio 

. derde teen die grond vo,n dio Baai, 115 voe-t bo die opper
vla.kto van die see. Hulle hoot "Sluysken," "Gordon" j}ll 

. •• l(leiu Gibraltar" (60) . 

Sn.10NSDA,u BAT
1
TEUYE. Vir 'n aanva,l van die weska.nt 

van <lie Skiereiland was Kaapstad betreklik voilig. · Ditl 
Icon egt.er nie gesA word van die oostokant nie. Dit· bly: 
'ri raaisel waarom die llewindhebbers nio moeite gecloon 
het om deur -vest.ingwerke dio lla.a.i Va.ls · t(}Cn 'n vya ndo
like aa.nval t \; vers eker nie. Dis te meor onbegryplik' om
da.t clio beste h awie juis daar aangetr o.f word'. Simonsb1wi 
was 'n nat.uurlike en 'n veilige hawe {Ill nio te ver va;ni 
Kaapst.ad gelec nie : Vreemdolingo het dikwols die Baai 
besoek eu wa.s op hoogte van sake. In 17-13 is hior dour 
Ya u Im hoJT 'n s tasie a.angelo; 'n gebou word opgerig~ 
wat tegelyk moes <lien as pakhuis, hospitaal en kaserno 
vir die troepe. .'n Paar solda. te .onder bov.el van 'n pos
houor word hier gestasiomieer (61). 1.'fa.ar ,d'it sk'y,n asof 
-die Hollanders nie gemeon hot <lat 'n vya.nd daa.r sou lan'di 
om d an t een ICnapstad op to tr,ek ni-e; va.nclaar die ver
w.w.dosi;n g van Baai V,nJJS ten opsi.g-be van · ve,rifod iging:a
werke. Eers in 1767 is die .toestand van Simonsbaai in 
dio Jlc,litioke Ru.aid; b c.'3preek omdat die skapo van Ji.a Korn- . 
panjie <la.ar sonder' be~kerming le (62), · Dan.r word toe 
.aa n die hand gegee om twee battorye, dio een op ilfo 
linker, en die ander op die, rogtor ka.nt va n die Baai:, op 
to stel. Hie-rnan word nio gehoor gogee nio on op 10 
1.faa rt 1772, . moe9 dio Raa'd; n.ndermual da.ru:op a .. a .. ndi-ing 
(G3). Toe die oorlog met Engeland in 1780 uitbreek wo1·d 
dadelik 50 soldate na. Ba.ai Vals gestuur om die , )ms t'e 
verdedig (64). Sluysken sien die ems van dio . tocstand 

:· in -on 9kenk sy he h~ a:IBd.a.g rum kl!io ,saa,k. 'f.w.eo ldeiq 
ba tt.erye, die "Boetsela.a.1, " on dio "Zoutman." word op
gcrig (65). Bulle moes die ankerplok en ook die pad; 
tus seir,._ Si.mansbaai en l{a,aps tod l.>estryk. Wrona !die nit-

(60) . Sluysken: , '"Bricven en Papicren ·ens.". r, (K ,A.). 
De · Jong, Op. Cit., p. 7-1. . · · 
( 61). TJ1eal, Op . Cit., II, p. 52 . . 
( 62). Resolutien,. 21 Nov. 1767 (K .A.). 
( 63) . Ibidem, 10 Maart, 17'12,· (ICA.). 
(64) . Ibidem, Mei 1781, (K .A. ). 
('65). Shlf)(sh'll, "Ilriclvcn en Papiercn ens." 1; (K.A .). Thea), 

·Op. Cit., II, p. 238 . 
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gestrekthcicl van Da.ai Vals het Sluyskcn <lit ook nodig. 
gcag 'rr sterkc afdcling iufanterio on kavallcrio daa.r t,<Y 
plans om die magusyne to beskierm on die vya.nd tc vN·
hiuder op genaakbare plckke to land. 'Barrow boskoff 
Sluy~kcu se batterye van weinig nut 0mdat dio vyand 
tot op 500 jaarts kon nader sonder aa.n die geslmt bloot::
te wees (G6). Die nacleligo gavolge van di~ vorwaa.rlosing 
van lhai Vals is baie in die ooglopend. 'u Vyandige mag . 
kon maklik ua Soutrivier opruk en die verbinding :inet 
di~ binneland afsny. Indien die hellings bokant dio Ka.s
teel iu handc· van die vyand val, sou <lit gekhoicl wees om 
die Kast.eel te wil verdodig. Selfs die grag, wat vi:\,n 
Wind berg na. die !Casteel lei,· sou die vyancf insta..a.t stel 
om in een nag tot onder die 1nure van die vost(ing te kruip. 
Die behoud van die !Casteel en aus die Kaap was afhauk-

. lik vun di:; -goeie verdroiging van -die Skiereiland. 

:Mu1zEN1Hmc: wns 'n boio stcrk p.osiesie, mao.r· ook dio 
was uio verdodig of deur troope beset uio. 'n Poa1· skausiss 
is hier i11 der haa.s aangelo en kanonne opgostol nada.t 
die BriLse vloot iu Sirnonsbaai geanker was (67). Deur 
beter gebruik tc maak van die "Sleutsl van die Ko.ap " 
kou die Hollanders hier a.an 'n -groot oormag weerstn.n'dl 
gebied hot. · 

Behalwo 'n klein skans a.an die VISIIOEIC in I-Iottentots
holland was Baai Vals verder sonde1·. enige vestingwerko
(68). 

ICnu11·uAoASYNE. (69). Aan die verskillende batteryo, 
reduite en forte was magasyne. aa.ngale, wat moes dien 

· as p.alfhuis vir ekwip;:w;ie-goe<mre en kruitkamcrs. Dia
Kaptein-Luitenant van die artillerie was a.an <lio hoof 
van dio mogasyue. Daa..r was nie 'n ger.eelda arsen.ual nie 
en de'rh1lwe wa,s idie buskruit ~1ie op eeu plek 'Weggeboro ni•e~ 
maa:r wel by dio •differe nto forte, batterye o.n b.:l.stions. 
In 1789 was daar 'n tota.al van 293,039 lbs. buskruit ver
deel eu gebore in dio "1Castocl, I agter dis battery. clo Chru
vonnes, by dis S ee•lienie (70), in dis Battery Amste1'(k1,m, in · 

f 

( 66). Barrow, Op. Cit., II I, p. 230. 
Kyk vcrder; Rcs~lutien, 1792 - Op. Cit. De Jong, Op. Cit., 

74. 
(67). Darrow, Op. Cit., III, p.\ 331. 
(68). Kolbe, Op. Cit., 1

1 
pp. 100-101. 

{69). "Memoric nan Zyne Hocigheid ... cns ." (K.A.). 
I 

Perch•al: "An Account of die Fare of Good Hope," p. 103. 
(70). Kaart No. I, 0. \ 
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die k.ruit.kamcr van die Charlotte en ondo.r dio Imhoff 
Battery. · Vei:der was daar k.a.rdoese met kruit aan al dio 
batteryc in gereedhoid geplaas. Die ICompanjie so wapen
rusting wus booltemol dee.glik; . :Qla.tw slog be<lien. 
Daar was net ·•11 paar kanonniers en "Uosch-schieters," 
wat niks meer Ii.on doen - as die geskut ti;, laai en ~f to 
skiet nie. In oorlo st ·a is 100 mntros~ ewoonlik nu. 
dio Ko.steel gestuur gewo1 om < 10 ges rn. 1en1 muar 
pok hnHe wo::1 o.ngooefond. 

• I , 

KANONNJ,J. (71). · Al te saam · was clliar · omtrent 824 
kauoune in gebruik. Die meesto affuite, waarop die geskut:i 
rus, wa.s in 'n swgt~ toe,stand. Baio kanorm,e het op die 
blote gtond gelo, tenvyl dio .wiele van ~dru: in die sand 
vnsgeroak en <lus aa.n ve-notting oor.gegi00 was. Dit word a.an 
die lum;d, godoen om di'e offUlite wog Jo bo'ro rui die k ... 1-nonno 
op hout balke · te pla.a.s. Die gedurige. ondorhoud van. • 
aifuil<· is 'n las op 9-ie ICompanjic se skouers. G'n aanval 
is so onvenvags dat daa.1· nie tyd sal wees om die affuliito 
uit die magasyne te ha.al _en op die wallo te plant nie. 

GtomNuE KoEeLs (7'2). By al die vernaamste ba.t
tcrye was oonde vir die ve1·vaardiging van gloeiendc lwoels. 

· Do.nr was oQk toestelle- om dio lmnonnie ·mot gloei.ende. koeels 
to liu11. Va.ndi,sBa.o.i van ,Van IC;1.mps tot rum Fort d 'e Knokks 
wa:i daar nie m'inder as 19 aulke oon<le wat in 14 minute 
tyds xuim 450 koeels vun 3G, -24, 18, en 12 pond kon doen · 
gloei (73). Tydens die · bewind van Van de Graall is 
onder direksie van !Colonel Gordon proefnemings met 
gloeiemk koeels gedoen. Groot yertroue is in die )wools 
g(;stel en <lit was algemeon gsglo <lat Jrnlk voal mCl(}r 
doeltrcirend is, en moor verderJlike krag bbsit, dan die 
gowone koeels. Dit · word boweor do.t 'n gloeiende koe<il 
<l,:tlr ·,n muur van drie dubbele steno ttcgaan en nog brand 
veroorsn'l.k het. By. 'n .:mde11 pro~l' ·het ilie koechi dcu11 

( 71). Attestaticn, -1179 - "Staaten Inventaris van Melaalen Ca- . 
nons, zodanig als dezelve bevpnden werden op Casteels wallen, 
Wcrken, Buytcn fosten als in de magazynen, de Cabo de . Goede 
Hoop op 31· December, · 1118." . (K.A.); Rapport ran Van Imhoff 
1 p. 70. . 

Dylage, 1795- Rapport van · Kolonel • Gordon en E. Bergh_ 
(K.A .). . . 

Rapponen dcr Kommissarissen,·, . 1657-1764. 
J>· 174. ' 

( 72) De Jong, Op . Cit., pp. 21-8. Thea!, Op. Cit., I lI. 
J,73). Ibidem, p. 84. 
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DIE 'lEflDE DIGINOS'I'EJ,SEL. -
<lie seinpos gegoo as dour clie eeu op Lecukop. Die vlagrnn.n 
hys die Hollandse vlag by die sien. van van.rtuic on skiet 
sy kanou af, · 

" . .. e.n don op cen br.eeclen steen gaan sta.un zynon arm 
· uitstekiando nfi,<.1,1· den stre.ek, daar 't schip van <bw.n komt:, 
terwyl zyn mnkker dit wken zi-e.nde, zich aa.nstonds spoe
dig nuar do vesting begooft, om den Gouverneur va.n <le 
o.anJc.omst ,·aJ1 een schip kN1nis te g·ev-011. Wo.nneer cle 
nitkykc.nde mutroos meer dan eon scl1ip zict dan lun.t hy 
de vlo.g vallcn, J;:wdt zyn ka.n on, heist de vlag weer op, 
en schiet zyn stukj e- ten tweede mual a.f, wyzentlo gclyk 
te voorcn, met zyn hand do streak ua.n (81). 

As 'n skip die Kaa.p verby _seil, word die vlag hier 
J3n.ta.via. en al!m die sk,e:eps lmpteins in ve·rs,eeldo briewo. Die 
gehys word van Leeuberg (82), word telkens varander en 
is net soos die wagwoord op die slagveld . 

Die kleure van die vlae word dour die Direkteure in 
in Europa va sgestcl en bekend gemaak a.ileen aan aie 
:goewerneur van die Kaap, die goewe.rneur-generaal te 
Bntn.vi,t en nn;n di.,c. slce.epskaptc.injs in vers-eeldill bri:awe. Die 
briewe mag eers in die nabyheid van dio Kaap gcopan) 
word, "waarop ze dan onbeschroomt op 't vermclde tzein 
komen toe te steveuen" (83). Die doe} van gedurige ver
nndering va n 'die kleurn i.s <la,t <lie bevelhebbers van oie 
vlotc kon weel watter vlae hullo by die Kaap sou waat·
neem om daaruit te· bcsluit dat die Kolonia nog ni~ in 
handc ,·an 'n vyand gcval is nie. 

As skcpc die 1'afclba,a,i binne vaar, word die kleure 
van Holland op die Kas tce l gehys en daar vortoon tot <lat 
<lit deur die biunekom endc skepe begroet is. Die skildwag 
by dje Ka.steel moet a.ltycl op '.die u1tkyk wees na _ dje 
tekens, wat clcur die scinposto gog-ce ,word, om dan onmid
<lel ik die goewe.rnem dn.urva.n te • verwittig. :Met <lie 
vcrskyuiug vau 'n vyanclige vloot word die "Tiloedvlag" 
:g chys. 

( 81). Albman, Klockucr en llop, j Op." Cit., p 34. 
( 82). Sparrman: "A voyage 10. the Cape of Good Hope, 

Towards tJ1c Antarctic Polar Circle iand Round the World but 
chielly into the Country of the llo11cnlots and Callrcs, from the 
year 1772, to 1770.'I 1, p. 0. De : Jong-, Op , Cit., I, p. 109; 

,Godel:-Molsbcrgen: p , 171. 
(83) Dogacrt, Op . Cit., I, p. 98. : 
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WifCillS die uitgestrektheid van die kuslyu was clit . 
nod·ig i:n ander liani.o oo,k: ts-ei,npos~ t ·be doeu opsfol om 

. berig van ver~kyning van vyauqelike skepe ald:aar nn. Kaap
stacl oor to seiu. Gewoonlik word die berig gestuur na. 
die nua.~ to d'rosdy, of militere1 pos, via.nwa.a.r ilit meb <lie 
grootste spoed nu. die lC.aswel oorgebring word. Die sein
posto in die verskillende bu.aie di1on ook om a.an die skepo . 
kenuis te ge-0 of die KuJ1p nog in ha.nd-0 ~m Holla.nd is. 
Die klcuro van die vlae word h,ior eweeens, yolgous geheirue 
instruksies deur die Direkt.eure uitgegoo, vu.n dio vlag
paal vert-oon. Daar was sulke seinposte met· dio nodige 
geskut in Mosselbaai, Plettenbcrgbaai, Saldanhabaa.i, Baui 
Vais ea Houtbaai. 

DAAI VALS. (84). V66r 1792 was dit die gcwoonte 
. g-ewees om boodslmppe oor die Skie1-.eiland La.ngs die land

weg ta . etuu:r. In 'j;yd vun oorlog w,a,s d'it raa.cls1U1,m om! 
van 'a goucr middel gebruik te maak. Daarom word 
besluit on.:. by sigbarc . plekke op ,geskikte afstande · van 
meku.ur, seinposte- op te rig, Bani Vals is lli'ttiy die Kusteel 
gelce en een v~n dio moontlik~ ,baaie waa.r 'n vyand std 
probcer land; daarom was char behoefte aan 'n geroolcle 
seiucliens in die omtrek. Op vier plekke tussen Simons
baai en <lie Kastcel was 'n vlagstok ~epln.nt met 'n le.a.non 
vir die <loen van seiole, t.w . . by die ' Uitkyk" ta Simons:'
baai, van 'u hoij sandduin by Muizenbe1'g, van die ·wyn
bcrg se hoog'te, bokant 'elite pla.a.s genoom ... Velthuy21en," 
en \'an 'n kop bokant die plaa.s van die ou-burgicrra.od 
Jacobu::i van Ilcenen wat uitsig het op Wynberg. · 

Waunccr • van die "Lecuwekop" in 'Baa.i Va.ls viet· of 
meer skepe bymekaar gesien word, sal van die " Uitkyk" 
die volgende seine B'odoan wo1<d: Een skot wor<l by nag 
dour die ku.non by Sunonsbt1a.i ge.vuur, twee lautems, die cen 
bo dio uhder na,n dif:.\ vlagstok gehang en 'n groot vuur aan 
<.lio linker ku:nt vu.n die- vla.gstok gc.mna.k. Blyk die nadornnde 
skcpo vyundclik to wees, ju,a;n word bow1ondie.u nog twao 
ander _kanonskote afgevuur en 'n tweJdo vuut· naas dio 
vorige aa.ngesteck. Dy dag word by die waarneem va,n 
vier of mecr skcpe twoo kn.nouskote kort na,.mekn.ar afg,o
vuur en 'u wit vlag gchys. In gcval die an.nkomendo skepo 
ulyk yy11ndelik to weos, wo_1icl1 bowon.clioa. -ook nJOg eon 1m.non
skot afgcvuur en 'n rooi vlag in plck vn.n die whte gehys. 
Wanuccr die seine dour <lio ander seinposto gesicn wo1-<l~ 
sal hullc sondcr versuim ccn na die audor <lit rcpQtoc1· .. 
l~·ers wcrd dit g('(.lQon dour <lio vlu.gmMl by :Muizenlic rg, 
<lan dcur die ccu op die. hoogto vau .Wynberg, en eindolik 
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DIE VlilUDl,;DIGINGS'rEL!'lEL. · • , 

'n <l'rywoo1lfo wrak heen gegaa.n en mot s y cleurtog_ heb 
hy die vli~m l.aat uits la.1n. Oni3 woet .vau :e-01i geloontheidl 
in Suid-Afrika waar dit t een 'u vyancf get>ruik is, en wel 
in ·1795 deur artilleris Kemper by Houtbaai, toe Britso 
skepe die Baai wou binneseil. 

SEINB LANGS om Kus·rri:. Seine is aangenome tekens 
om iet:, op 'n groot -o.fstancl kenbaur te maak, of 
om berig-to vu.n di.e- Mn pl~k ~UJ. <liis ander oot· 
h1 · · stu m·. Sui;nc, wo.1id' byvoorboeld gog·ee cfour di!) 
vortoo 11 vn,n 'n vb.g:. t.lii l:') 11f:,kiet vHn 'n ka.riorr of dio 
aar,steek van 'n vuur. Van die vroegste oeue af hot dio 
meus horn be:dien van een of a,ndor soin. Selfs die primi
t.iewe volke bet t ekens gehaid om die verskyning van '_n 
v_vana aan te kondig. Dit word vertel dat die noesman~ 
by di ~ nudering van 'n vya,nd dikwels vure aang-este.e-k 
het as tekeu van waar'.lkuwing (Kyk Hoofstuk VI) . 'l'<!rra. 
del li'nego het sy na...'1m te danke aan dio vuro deu:i.· 
Ferdinaml de Magelhaens op die eilande waargenoem toe 
hy dh suidpunt van Suid -Amerika (lrnseil het. Wao.rskynlik. 
was di t die seine van die inboor~inge. by die sien vaP. die 
vreem<lc skepe . 

( 

Die Hollanders nan di :: Kaa p het 'n gi&·eiilde en uitge
breide seindiens ingestel. Dit was absoluut noodsaa.klik. 
gewecs in die 17 e en 180 eoue, toe .so iets as telegraaf, 
tele.foon of kabels onbekend was, en toe die reis na Oos
indie somg ses m9.-a,nde of meer geneom het. Dio doe1 
van die seine wa,s hoofsaa.klik om aa.n die goewernou1· 
in dio Kusteel kennis to g-oc van die a.nntog va.n alrnpo 
en ook om di e knpteins van Holla,ud;:,e viw.rtuiie to l:utt 
wcet of die Kaap nog in hande van uie Kompa.njio ist . 
Sodrn. 'n sci'nmu.n 'n skip i.n g·es ig kry moet hy dadolik, 
dour middel van voora.fgesprokc tekons, die tyding na die 
Ka.st.eel oorstuur. Die teke11s vir dio aandui van dio koms 
van vreemde skcpo en Kompa njio : se vaa.rtuie wa,s ,·ors kil
lend. Was <lit nie vir <lie seine :11io sou dfo Ka.ap onvet~
wa.gs deur vyande kon oorrompel word. Die Kaapse Skior
<>,1111.nd :is ·voobien v~Lll hoe liorgtoppe vu;n wru.w skep3 op 
groot n.fstunde wa.0.1-gcn,c-om kon ,von.l. Op vierskoio sulke· 
promiuente punte was cla n ook seinposte opgostol. 

Op ItommNmr,AND (71) wns '9 vlngstok gepla.nt en 'n 
lea.non gepla.as. Die poshouer met ls y wag mocs dio seinpos 
bcdicu. Skepo wa.t van Europa 1in a,a.ntog is word eors 
hicr gesieu. fo· din nag word vuur gemaak as token da;U 
--- i 

(74) Thea!, ,Op. Cit., II, p . 75. \, 
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skepe ir. gesig is. Vir elke skip gosion word 'n kanonskot 
af9evuur. Dy <lag word vh- elke skip die Hollandse vla.g 
ge11ys en 'n kn.non afgeskiet. Deur die seinpos word al
t.yd die:;elfde vlag vertoon. Na die soinberig van Robben
e.ilo.nd k'lieu).· die lCi:i..stod ,en · Loou.ber'gse sienposte outva.ng 
is, wont ook }tier die vlao gehys (7 5). 

Omdat Cn.WONNES TIAT'l'ERY die eerste deur aankomendo 
skcpe wnnrge-ne.eni word, is bier ook 'n vla gstok gepli1nt. 
Soclra die skepe verby seil word dio Holla.udso vlag gehys 
" ter teken voor vreemdo schepen <lat da.ar geschut ligt, 
en. waar door alle voor~even van i~noranti_e :ad warden 
woggenomeu" (76f N1emand kan clan dte Holla.ndso 
l'egeri.ng ua,n die Kaap heskuldig- vn.u nie sy nentralite-it 
to .gohll.J1Jdhaa.f het nie-. · 

Op LEJEUICOl' (77) is 'n swunr vlagstok geplnnt, waar
newons 'n huisie- en 'n paur ka,nonn,e g-estua.n het. Hier is: 
gc;du'rig wag geho4 ,geword <lout· 'n sold:aat f()f matroo.s, ,vat 
moes uitkyk no. die koms van . Elke-po. Sodra di,e seinman skepc 
in gesig kry, laat hy die vla~ waai en skiet so vee.l skate 
•n.s wut daar skepe te- sien 1s. Di~ seinma.n lmn vaa.duie
d,_p 7 a 8 myl afstand sien aankom en moes oplet <lat hulle 
ipia ongomerk .v<arby, seil, of Btil die ~Ul.W6 biu.neloop nie. Di~ 
twee • matrose wat wag hou, en mekaar aflos, woon in 
Mn waghuisie in die. Kloof tussen Leeukop en Tafelberg; 
Die vlogman klim op na. sy seinpos met behulp van 'n va l-
reep (78). Om to yed10ed: dat die aoinposl1c gepluncler 
word, soos nl dikwels gebe-ur hot, word i(Jie vlag·maJ1no geltrn 
om too te sien da.t niema.nd ·snags . 'die Loeukop nader uio 
(79). 

Ook op L1rnunua wn!:I 'n vlngpaal geplrLHt met 'n 
bu10n ~~t..'lin:1,,-uu.s (80). Die.s e-lfde rtekc.ns word hier dc1ut· 

(75) . Allaman IC°lockner en Hop: "Nieuwste en bel.:nopste be-
schryving van de Kaap de Goede Hope: nevens een dagverhaal' 
van eenen landtogt, naar he1 · binnenste van Afrika." p. · 34. 

(70) . Resolutien,, 16 Nov., 1779. (K .A.). 
(77). De J<mg, Op . Cit., I, p. 107; Thunberg, Op. Cit., I .. 

pp. 236 - 7; Percival, Op. Cit., pp . 105 - 6; Mentzel: A Geo
graphical and Topographical I)escription of the, _Cape of Good 
Hope, pp. 98-99. Dorchen!s: "An auto -Diographical Memoir 
of Petrus Dorchardus Dorcherds.~ p . 24 . 

(78). 'n Valreep is '-n tou wat van die skeepsboord afhang 
eu1 waarlangs .tli:C. . mat rose op en af !dim; dit bet'cl.:en ook 
soms die trap selfs. 1 ( 

(79). Resoluticn, 12 Des., 1724. (K.A.); 
( 80), Thunberg, Op. Cit., pp. 230 -1; Ilogaert, Op. Cit., 

p. 90. . 
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deur die ccn op die hoogto bokant die rHan.s van Va.u
Reenen. Die vla.gni:unno is vorplig voortdurcnd op hulle 
paste teenwoordig te wees. 'n Berig kon nou, in stedo van 
3 u 4 .uur, binne Mn. uur na.. Kaapsta.d oorgesein ·word. 

Hou•1·BAA1. (85). In die kloof wa.ardeur die pad na 
lfoutb1wi lei is 'n \'la,gs tok met 'n k'unou ge-plaas. Wan
neer 'n uorlogskip of 'n cskader van .meor skepe op w,,,g1 

no:- Houtbna,i ges ien word, sul die- porsoon w~t vir c.li6 
<loel aliyd .gereed is, da..delik met die grootste spoed to 
perd na.. die kloof ry, sow cl by dn,g u.s by nag, en die bood
skup .aa,n die vlugma.nne a.lJ .. mr bring. Die scino wat gebruik 
word is as volg :- Dy nao word vir 'n enlcele oorlogskip 
twee 1mnonskote agtermekaar nJgevuur, oon lantern a.an 
die v]a.ggcstok gehang e11 'n groat vuur aan die regt.01; 
kant aangcsteek. Vir 'n eska<.ler of .vloot w_ord by nagi 
drie kauonskote skielik a.gter m ekaar afgeskiet, eon lan
tern aan die vlaggcstok gehang en twee ,groat vurn aan 
die regter le.ant aangesteek. By dag word een kanonskot 
g-elos bnder di'°' veJ:toon vu.n 'u vh1g, halfwit en h'alfrooi 
met die wit ge<le.elto bo; dit geskied wa.n.n,e.er een onkele 
oorlogskip g -ewua.r word. Vir 'n eslw.de-r of vloot word 
by <la.g dric Jm.nonskote gevuur en 'n vla g gehys, half wit 
en holf rooi, met di.~ rooi. gedeslto bo.· So<,hn, die seine in 
dio kloof ge<hXln i:=i, sal die vla.gmnnnre op die Wynb~rg. 
die sci.ne repeteer en oorbring nan c.lie vlagmo.nno op die hoo 
kop l.lokant die plaas van Van Reenen; hulle moat dit· 
<lan weer herhaal. 

Vn;n fo'rto ien ba.tteryJO .nit die tyd' vo.n die Holland's
Oosindiese 'Kompanjie se best'uur is op die huidig.o i::lag 
nic rneer baie tc besp:our nie. Alles moet wyk vir d'i.e. 
v.o,l'ci~te~: e n smnak v;l:n .ons mo::l:e,rne be.skn.w~n.g . Die ecn 
nru 'di<! antler word hull~ m.et d i.e gronr<l: ,g-elyk' gemaak 
totdnt vantkl{~· 110g nc,t di~ Ka.ste·el ou Fort d!e Knok
ko oorg,:bly het. Dio :=ikry.wCL' van "'l'hie Sto1-y oi South 
Africa, tol<.l in 800 pictures " so in sy voorwoord a.a. die 
volgcnde: 

"Th'irtcen yc•n.rs .ngo the ln.ndmnrks i.n brick' a.ncl lime 
wh'ich Temn:ined to u~ of th'°' Cape's stra.nge eventful 
-history were ro.pidly risnppearing be.fo '.·o ruo :lerni :;ing 
'influences." . \ . 

Ons kan <lan ook net \hoop en vertrou dat die oudste. 
gebou in Suid-Afrika, . en die vernaamste va.n die vc'ltiugs 
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van .d'io Kompnnjie, t.w. di'°' Ka.steel din Goede Hoop, wnt 
ons herinner aan die pogings <leur voorg.esla.gte a.ang~
wenll om die vya.nd sc voct van ons stran<le to weer, nooit 
van Afrika. se. bodcm mag verdwyn. nic . 
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Bat t eries of t he "Sea Lines11 extend i ng f'rom t h e Castle along the 

::irach to as far as Fort de Knokke.The f'our batteries '."!ere named Charlotte, 

3elena,Elizabeth and Tulbagh. Built in I744 and demolished in I828. 
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noe tsel aar. ire fr om t hese bHtteri e s c overed t he l anill. ng beac h and t h e 

ancho rage of Simon 's Bay. 
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.lUl interesting design showing all the- defence lines east of the Castle. 

The "Sea Lines" along the coast up to Fort de Knokke.The "French Linea" 

running up to the slopes of Devils Pe_nk and the two large batteries 

between the Castle and Deviils Peak. 
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• Roggeba a i b a tt e ry. Built between 1782/3 in two, sections. One had eight 

24 pound·.! guns a nd f'our e pound \ guns, t h e other sect i on h a d only six 8 pound<'-"' 

guns. 
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The d efences . of Mu i ze nbe rg a s they were on 7 August 179 5.;f!J--guh position 
u Q.., C 

wh ere Baileys Co ttage is today. Above tha t Athe first e ~r~hworks line with 

the second and th i rd l i nes to t he right . The ma in defence line •,d th a gun 
0 ~-1 

battery just above t he ro ad and another on the be ach below. The inverted 
I\ 

T sh~pe d build ing,tha t is a ctua lly two buildings , is today the restored 

white building on the ma in ro ad ne a r the station. The snua re building is 

the c a valry st ables. The bowlin g green is now on t hi s site. 
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110 E-ERSTE RE°IS NAAR DE 

De !lad of het vlek is niet groot ; ik geloof ~ 
dat zij nauwlijks de uitgen:rektheid van de fi:zd 
Gouda zal :hebben. Zij ligt in het midden van 
ten .aantal_ kastcelen, batterUen en forten; de 
voorna:unn:en. zijn l1et kastcel de Goede Hoop , voor 

· bet welk" de couvre f f!ce , Imhoff, naar den voor
. inaligen, Gou:verneur Generaal van dien naam ; 
waar binnen- .. men hceft het Gotwernemcnt, de 
raadzaal, ·oc fecretarie, het pakhuis, het woon -
buis · van ·den -fecunde of tweedc, di.! tc gclijk 

J10ofcl- admini!tratcur is, dat nn hct hoof.I dcr 
militie, de wecskamcr, de negoti c- pakhuizcn , cle 

tlispws, de wapenkamcrs en aanhoorigc wi •1kd, 
de bank van leening, het postkantoor en 1;og 
cenige. :mderen. De t:i1~·tjkheid van de houfd
wacht, die ,\fen ingang b::w.:.akt, hangt af van 
de fterkte van bet guarnifoen. Thans is 'er tkchts 
.ien bataillon, <lat nauwlijks 600 man zal uitma
ken. · · Onmiddelijk :1.:m <lit kasteel grcnst de linie , 
clie de aannadering des vij:rnds, zoo v:111 de zijll.! 
der F:ils -Baai als van den kant der . Zoute- Ri .. 
vier~ belet. De genen, die uit de Hospiralen aan 
hct her!l:ellen zijn, hebben hicr naast hct h l'i3 
van den Ingenieur hunne woonplaats. Zij wer
ken aan de linie, tot dat men hun gdast, he: t 
gebrek a:111 volk op 's Comp:ignics fch epen te 
vervullcn. Kleine batterijen, :ils Koe11oor11, Cor• 
don· en andcre ga ik m;!t ftilzwij3::11 voorbi.i, De• 
zen .befchermen bet bn dcn, g~nen het nader~n 
van het,\1lek • . DI! batterij Amjlerdan:, nu onlan; s 
poor den Luitenant Kolloncl van de Gcuie, err.· 

~-q- - -:. .. .- , . 
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Ill .. , : 

.J · ~ur~, :i:m cfo :indcre zijck dcr !lad gebouwd, 
f \ _bcfrrij kt de g:rntfche reedc; zij be~aat_ in cene 

battcrij v:in 1: ponders m h.1rbetti, en m eenc ~mde
rc, die gchccl gccafam:ittecnt is, van -1+ ponders, 
wclk l:1:1rl1e wa:irfrhi_inlijk nice voldocn z~I. Dcze 
ftaktc is de voorn:i.:im lk aan de K:i:ip, tc rnecr fc
<krt da t men uit ·1 evondr.:n hccft om met rrJt)eiiendc 

~ . 

kogcls ce fchict cn. Op ccn ld~in dra:igb:2:i. r fornuis 
wordt Jc kogd gloeijc1Hl gem:1:1kt en op d-:: brdocs 
ten ronJ fluk liout gcze:t, ~:m d-:: cc :: c z:.h~c m~ t 
fch:ip cnncht en a:111 d\! :rnclcrc met c.:cn ijuren pi:i:it 

bckleed, hct wclk hct fl:uk vulc, c1icnei1cc dce!s 
0·111 mccrdcr te f1uiten, decls om den kogel van 
den kardocs af te houden; ccn dicrgclijke, mede met 
ccn i}zercn 'p!:1:it en dric fpringvecren voorzien , 

· wordt op hct gloeijciHl ijzer zt.:hl'.' gczet, en dus 
poinrccrt men lin ks en rcchts, dompt en vlucht, 
even, doch li.:hiclijkcr, ::ils of lice Huk met ccn kon .. 
de kogcl gcl:idcn w:1s. Voorhecn mocst men altoos 
cerst pointcercn, na:1r om hoog fchieten, en, zoo 
dr:t de kogcl 'er in was, vuur geven; <loch deze 
uitvinding voorkom t zood:rnig di e on ge mak, <lat 
men omtr~•n hct glocijcncl ijzcr vrij gerusc is: 
cvcnwcl men ha:ist ziclJ. Aan wicn men dczclve 
vcrpligt is, wcct ik nict. In den voorga:rndcn 
oorlog hccfc men op <liergclijke wi_ize reeds uit 
Ci/;rn/tcr gcfchoten en de vlottendc b:itterijcn 

_ <ler Spanjaardcn vernield. E en enkele kogel kan 
noodlottig zijn; ik li eb gczicn, da t hij door cen 
ntuur v:in drie dubbcle fl:ecnen brand \'croo rza:ik
tc, en bij cm vorigc proef was em kogcl uit 
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. THE CAPE OF GOOD HOP~£; 
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listorical View of its o.riginal Settlement by the Dutcll, 

Capture by the British in 1795, and the different Policg 

rsued there by the Dutch and British Governments. Also 

Sketch of· its Geographg, Productions, the l,fanners and 

toms of the Inhabitants, &c. &c. 
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104 THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

111 one great unbroken range. On the left hand appears 

the Tiger llill which you are i1nmediately under; the re

doubts and batteries regularly slope down i°ts sides from 

near the summit to where you stand. The Table Moun

tain, so awfully grand, rises majestically above all the rest. 

The deep chas111s in its sides are relieved by the Com

pany's gardens at its foot, and the plantations and gardens 

which skirt the back of the town, while the groves of 

silver and other trees scattered in various places appear 

sprouting out of the rocky eminences. 'rhe Liewen's l{oep 

or Lion's I-lead, so called by the Dutch, and by us com

Jnonly the Sugar Loaf, from its conic form, see1ns attached 

to the Table Mountain; and beyond the Lion's Head, the 

Liewen's Staart or Lion's Rump, extends like a half-moon 

till it comes opposite to where you stand, and terminates 

close to the shore of Table Bay a mile beyond the town 

in a sloping §reen point. · 1n1mediately opposite appears the 

town like an amphitheatre, large, regular, and well built. 

The houses are all well plastered and white-washed, and 

this adds considerably to the uncommon neatness of its 

appearance from a distance. Beyond the town the Amster

da1_n and Chevone batteries, near the edge of the bay and 

close to Green Point, complete this noble and grand view, 

which is scarcely equalled in any part of the world. Such 

is the delightful prospect presented to the traveller on his ap

proach to Cape ,.rown; nor is he less st.ruck with the new 

appearances which present themselves when he comes more 

n1inutely to examine the place and its various inhabitants. 
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THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

The Cape Town is pleasantly situated, nearly parallel to Cape_1 

the upper end of rrable Bay, on a sloping sandy or rather 

gravelly plain, which rises with an easy ascent to the foot 

of the three great hi11s, the rriger Hill, the 'fable Moun-

tain, and the Lion's Head. \Vith the Lion's Head is con

nected the Lion's Rump, which defends Table Bay fron1 

the westerly winds, and skirting the shore forms a barrier 

to the town from that side. Two very strong batteries Chernn, 

l r. . I 1 1 G p . Am,ter< 8.re p aced here 1ac1ng t 1e sea ; t 1at nearest t 1e reen 01nt batterie1 

is called the Chevone. It has, level with the sea, one 

great tier of guns, and farther back, but more elevated, 

another range, with a flanking redoubt at each end, to en-

filade both edges of the shore. rfhis battery is capable of 

greatly annoying ships standing . into the bay, i1n1nediately 

on their rounding Green Point. A quarter of a mile from 

this battery, and towards the town, is another strong bat-

tery called the Amsterdan1, with a ra1npart round it, and 

bon1b. proof. There are case1nents and magazines inside, where 

prisoners of war are generally confined. It is capable of con

taining at least two hundred troops, in the ranges of 

barracks and store houses in the body of the work. The 

A1nsterda1n battery is well defended on the land si<le by 

several pieces of cannon, planted on the rampart, which is 

not the case with the Chevone; this last having only a 

range of guard houses for the troops on duty, and a s1nall 

arsenal for military stores. rrroops attacking this latter Author'• 

h t l·ttl b . f I l remarks cc post ave to encoun er 1 e o struction ro1n t 1e and cerning th, 

. l Tl I . f l<l b l } being at• 'sic e. 1e ower her O guns cou · never e lfoug 1t to tacked wit 
SUCCCSi, 



THE .CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

bear, except towards the sea, and a coup-de-main might 

easily carry the upper. I would not, however, lead my coun

trymen into an error, by representing the obstacles in thei1· 

,ray as trifling, should it ever be their object to_ attack the 

Cape 'rown by sea fro1n the Table Bay side. Having been 

e several times on .guard at the C hevone in the year 1796, 
I had an opportunity of minutely · observing the several • 

defences at this side of the town ; and of considering the 

way most likely to suceeed in making an attack 'from thence. 

~ 'fhose two batteries, the Chevone and the Amsterdam, are · 

certainly very terrific in their appearance, and n1ight render 

it a hazardous business for ships to attempt an entrance 

into the bay; yet were the Chevone . once mastered, . and 

some ·ships drawn up abreast of the Amsterdam; · it could 

not possibly long hold out, especially when attacked with 

that ardour and spirit wbich I have so often witnessed in 

our brave seamen. 

f 

It would be necessary at the same time, for the -sake of 

co-operation, to . land troops at the back of Green . Point, 

,vhere, though some parts are -shoally, there are partial 

SpPts of sandy beach without much surf, and only a few 

small batteries or guns planted at intervals. Kickein de 
Potte, a~ the Dutch name a small battery here, could not 

1nake much resistance ; a·nd · the distance from thence to 

the Chevone is · very short. There is no good anchorage 

opposite the Chevone; a ship cannot anchor there, although 

she 1nay near the Amsterdam.. Still if it were found im

possible to carry these batteries by assault, they might be 

l . 



THE CA.PE OF GOOD HOPE. 

passed, and ships 1night keep ,at some distance towards the 

other side of the bay. After passing the Amsterdam, there 
are no batteries by the town towards the sea, except a 
small one at Raggou Bay; and the castle is too far off to 
do much injury to the ships at anchor; indeed they may 

e anchor completely beyond its reach, at the distance of 
three or four miles from it. The wind to serve for an 
attack conducted in this 1nanner, should be west, or west 
north west. These observations are merely thrown out as 
hints which may be i1nproved upon by officers of maturer 
judg1nent and greater experience. The other side of- the 
town is flanked by the Devil's Hill, which forms a barrier, 

and shuts in the approaches f~om the Wineberg side, except 
a narrow space between it and ,.fable Bay. 'fhis space is 
strongly fortified with lines, redoubts, and batteries, 1nost 

• of them added by the English; for the Cape on our first 
arrival was but in a poor state of defence, compared with 

107 

that in which it was left by us. Close to the entrance of The ca,tle. 

the town is the castle, which is a large and extensive build-
ing, of a pentagonal form, surrounded by a ditch, which 

was always dry during my stay there. The ramparts are 

~trong; and built of large blocks, of a kind of reddish gra-
nite. A number of cannon are planted on the walls in 
every direction, so as to co1nmand the approach, as well as 
the town itself, and the part of Table Bay opposite. In-
side the walls are two regular oblong squares, in the outer 
of which are barracks for a regin1ent of foot, with guard 
houses at each side of the gateway, and OVP.1' thP1n "' 1,nn-l 
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THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

some 1ness--room for the officers. In the inner-square are 

the · quarters of the principal officers both civil and military. 

'fhe governor has apartrnents in the castle, though he sel

dom uses them. All the public offices of government are 

in this square ; all the papers of consequence are . lodged, 

and all important business transacted in the castle: 
Situation of The situation of Cape Town is singularly well chosen; 
Cape Town. 

and the Dutch certainly deserve great credit for the regu

la.ri ty and convenience with which it is laid out.. It is di

vided by five streets, running in a parallel direction from 

the shores or edge of the bay towa~ds the Table ].\.,foun

tain, with five other streets, . intersected by lanes at regular 

intervals, which cross the larger streets at right angles, and 

run from one end of the .'town to the other, beginning from 

the street bordering the esplanade, and . ending towards 

the Lion's Rump. The whole town .is seen in one view, al

though very large. You can land fron1 the shipping in the 

bay at any part of the beach, which is bordered by a very 

long street, extending quite fron1 the castle to the Amster

<la111 battery, upwards of a mile in length. ,.fhis proves a 

• 

1 

~ wonderful convenience to the trading ships, which can thus 

take in water fro1n several strean1s which run down from 

the hills through the town in various parts of the beach. 

lt'Iost of the streets are wide, airy., and spacious, ·planted 

with .oak trees entwined in each other, which shade the 

houses a1.d take off the great glare occasioned by the reflection 

of the sun from the white houses, and fro1n the Table 1\tioun

tain. They also serve to break the violence of the south-
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.east winds, to which the t~wn is much exposed. Several 

of the - streets have small canals of water runnine1 throuah 
t, t, 

th.em, quayed and walled in, which, with the regular rows 

of trees, and the uniformity of the streets, have a very fine 

effect. to the eye. 

The officers and inhabitants frequently assemble to con

verse by the sides of those canals, and sit on the low walls 

under the shade of the trees planted at their edges. 

rrhe streets in general a_re kept in tolerably good order. 

A few of the principal ones are paved ; the rest, though 

unpaved, are firm and hard from the nature of tbe soil, 

which is a solid bed of sandy clay, covered lightly with a 

reddish gravel. 'fhe dust here is extremely disagreeable, 

and flies about in astonishing quantities. When the ~outh

east winds prevail with violence, one can scarcely see their 

way through the streets ; indeed it is hardly possible to sth

out of doors. As soon as the south-east wind makes its 

appearance in any great degree, every house is close shut 

up; yet still this subtile sand will enter and cover the ta

ble and provisions. There is scarcely a bit of bread fit at 

those periods to be eaten, it is so full of dust. . Even the 

ships in the bay four or five miles from the si1ore, are not 
exempt from their share in this nuisance; the sand is soon 

perceived on the ropes, which acquire a harsh and g_ritty feel 

in pulling. 'fhe roads are at this season, as it may easily be 

imagined, in a still more disagreeable state. A Dutchman would 

think himself in danger of being de,s~royed if he travelled at 

that time. 'fhe inhabitants indeed seemed surprised at the 

109 
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INTRODUCTION 

attention to items in the Archives, and the 

assistance given by Mr. Peter Crail, on archival 
material concerning Semple's sojourn at the 

Cape, was invaluable. I am also indebted to 

Mr. Alfred Behrendt for translating the intro
duction to the German edition. 

I am grateful for the assistance given by 

His Excellency, the Canadian Ambassador, 

Mr. Charles Woodsworth, in obtaining the 

photograph of the print of Robert Semple. 

I would also like to thank Dr. Kaye Lamb, 

Cominion Archivist and National Librarian of 

Canada. The print is after a miniature paint

ing that was originally in the possession of 

Matthew Semple and the date is given as 
_"about 1815." 

Above all, I am most indebted to Dr. 
Vernon Forbes of Rhodes University, Grahams

town, who gave me invaluable, and otherwise 

unobtainable assistance in tracing the modern 

names and situations of places mentioned by 

Semple. When I sent him a long and in

volved questionnaire about these places, he 

replied at length despite the fact that he was 
extremely busy. 
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MODERN EQUIVALENTS OF NAMES 

Whal follows is a selection of some of the more 
prominent personalities and place names used by 
Semple, with their modern equivalents and situ
ations. The figure in brackets after each item is 
the page number in the second edition; the 
capitalised words are Semple's. 

AMSTERDAM BATTERY. This battery was com
pleted in 1787. It stood on the seaward side of 
Port Road near Ebenezer Rd., Cape Town. It 
was demolished between 1903 and 1907 [ 1 1 o]. 

ARRIS, Frederich. Frederick Barris' house must 
have been near George [ 1 52]. 

BERG RIVER Berg River. The upper Berg River 
near Paarl [ 183]. 

BLACK RIVER. (See also Zwarte River and Second 
Black River.) "Swart River, west-bank tributary 
of Kaaimans, lies two miles East of George" 
(Dr Vernon Forbes) [153]. 

BLETTENBERG's BAY . Plettenberg Bay [122]. 
BODLER's KLIP. Botteliers Kop. "Near the rail

way station named Rhebok." (Forbes' Pioneer 
Travellers of S.A. P. 23) [150]. 

BOTT RIVER. Bot River [127]. 
BRAK RIVER. (See under Little Brak River, or 

Great Brak River) [150]. 
.BREE RIVER (or BROAD RIVER). Breede River 

[ 133]. 
BROAD RIVER. Breede River [133]. 
DUFFEL IAGTS RIVER. Buffeljagts River [134]. 
DUFFEL JAGTS RIVER, Buffeljagts River. 
CAFFER CUYLS RIVER. Kafferkuils River, near 

Riversdale [141]. 
CAIMANS RIVER. Kaaimans River, near George 

[ 154]. 
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epochs; it will not appear singular that 
Charles and I were delighted with the scene 
and with the moment. Y r.s, my good reader, 
and I do truly believe, that had you been 
with me at that moment, and felt your heart 
lifted up towards the Creator, as mine always 
is, at an interesting view of nature, your 
hlood would have began to run more kindly 
tlirough your veins, and you would have been 
the better man for it, for a week to come. 

My friend and I walked cheerfully along 
. till we had now turned what is properly called 

the Head. \Ve then stopped and looked down 
upor; a sm1ll house built close to the shore, 
named the Society House. The land here 

· projects a small way into the sea, and presents ' 
a barrier of rocks to stem t}:ie fury of the whole 
Southern Ocean which breaks upon this shore 
with immense impetuosity. The wind, which 
was beginning to freshen up from the west, im
pelled this great body of water with increased 
,·iolencc; it rolled in upon the shore enormous 
waves,whichas they approached the land seem
ed to collect all their force, till rising to a tre
mendous height, they began to curl at the top, 
and instantly descended with a noise like thun,,. 
dcr, and a force that shook the ground ; the 

AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 61 

glittering of the water in the moonlight, as it 
broke over the rocks, formed a brilliant scene 
beneath our feet, whilst the dark clouds rising 
heavily up from the westward, spread a gloom 
over the distant part of the sea. The picture 
was grand and striking, an<l we enjoyed a full 
view of it during the whole time that we de
scended the hill until we reached the plain 
which lies between the Lion Hills and the sea. 
All along this shore, however, which is bold 
and rocky, the waves broke with a dazzling 
brightness and a" sullen roar" which gratified 
at once the eye and ear. It would seem that 
the scene had disposed us both to silence, for 
we advanced without speaking till we reached 
the race ground at Green Point; following 
the course, it brought us round by a deserted 
battery, originally constructed for the defence 
of a small bay or inlet, which it commands. 
This point, .which is extremely favourable for 
the landing .of boats, is almost entirely neg
lected by thd English ;-a few anchors cast 
into the sand, and which perhaps arc meant 
to operate against boats, in the same manner 
as crow-feet against cavalry, being all that is 
appointed for its defence. At low w:it:r the 
rocks here extend some distance into the sea, 

5 
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on which, on Sundays, numbers of slaves may 
be seen busy in catching a smJ.ll delicate rock
fish named clip-fish, both with the rod and 
line, and with baskets, which they let dowa 
into the water, with a bait at the bottom, aml 
hawl up one after another by a long hooked 
pole. As we continued to follow the circle 
of the race ground, it brought us again to the 
public road, into which we passed, and con-

...---1inued our way towards the town. On our 
left hand Jay the batteries, constructed along 
shore to defend the entrance of the bay. Of 
tl1ese, the Amsterdam battery is the chief, be
ing large, well faced with stone, and originally 

t 
built with cazerns beneath for firing two tier 
of cannon, though these are now bricked up 
or formed into windows to air the prison rooms 
underneath. The Rogge Bay battery is sur
rounded by fishermen's houses. On the. edge 
of the town, and on the other side of the Am-
sterdam battery, lies the Chavone's battery, 
the walls of which are built upon a rock, and 
washed by the waves. Close under this bat
tery is a round hole, pretty deep, where the 
water is always still, much frequented in the 
hot weather by the English gentlemen for the 
purpos.e of bathing. These batteries are all 

AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 03 

op$!n in the rear; a great defect, since an 
enemy has only to silence the guns of 
the first,. where he might land, and, for any 
defence that they could make, take the rest 
easily ; a single battery of two guns, and a 
kind of block house surrounded by a wall, 
being all that is appointed to defend the 
plain, and the first too high placed to answer 
that purpose effectually. 

Whilst I was giving my friend a description 
of these batteries, which did not seem to in
terest him very much, he interrupted me ra
ther earnestly, with " What are these small 
stones, some of them dark and others white, 
which shine in the moon light, and seem not 
to have been set there by chance ?" The.y 
were not indeed, Charles, SJ.id I. '- Tread 
lightly, tread lightly, my friend, we now 
approach a region sacred to silence and deep 
1·epose. These black and white stones arc 
memorials of , the dead-and of the neg
lected dead. Yonder is the slaves' burying 
ground." 

To this, my friend answered not a word : 
at the mention of the slayes' burying ground, 
he stopped suddenly, and then as quickly 
walked on. VV c soon reached the spot, wlier .. · 
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stantia: and here we stopped to take some 
refreshment. 

The house of Mr. Van Reenen, though 
not yet com pleated, is by far the most elegant 
of any building, public or private, in the 
whole colony~ It was planned by Mr. Thi
bault, a French engineer, \\'ho built the Am. 
sterdam battery. Behind the house a copious 
spring of pure water gushes out at the foot 
of the Devil's Hill, and which together with 
the springs of Nieuweland form the begin
ning of the salt river; adjoining is a woad 
of silver trees, so called from the glazed sil
very appearance of the leaves. · The bark re-

, sembles that of the beec:h, with numerou~ 
. horizontal fissures, and the wood is of little 
value except for firing. In a landscape min
gled with other treci of a dark green foliage 
they produce a singular and beautiful effect. 
Behind the brewery ii a path by which p_er
sons acquainted with these hills can reach the 
summit of Table Mountain ; jt is even said 
to be easier of access on this side than by the 
passage in the face of the mountain towards 
the town. 

At eight o'clock we left the brewery, pre
,cdcd by a slave who shewed us a nearer 

I 
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road than that with which we were ac
quainted, and brought us to the back of the 
camp at Wynberg, a small hill which forms 
a healthy situation for troops, and a good mi
litary post between the two bays. Here we 
dismissed our guide, and after passing the 
camp reached an eminence whence we had a 
view of the False Day, the pass of Muysen. 

\ berg, and the opposite hills of Hottentot Hal. 
land. These views, joined to. what ,~e had 

• before observed suggested the following ideas: 
First. The flatness and sandy nature of 

the ground which separates the two bays 
seemed clearly to indicate that they had been 
formerly united, in which case the present 
peninsula of the Cape must have formed an 
island separated from the main continent of 
Africa by a strait of from ten to fifteen miles 
in breadth. 

Secondly. The strait must have been 
shallow; for had the water been deep and the 
current codsequently strong, the middle part 
of the channel could not hare been filled up 
as it now appears, by the deposits of the 
ocean and the soil washed down from the 
hills. 

Thirdly. The steepness of the ranges of 
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THE AMSTERDAM BATTERY. 

Passing along the Dock Road, Cape Town, · and between -the 
:new. and the old Dock Gates, we may notice an ancient stone
fronted and now dismantled fortress. It presents a truly forlorn 
appearance, with its two great flanking bastions in ruins, dis-

: closing the remains of vaulted chambers beneath. The displaced 
-_stonework _and other debris lie in chaotic confusion at the foot 
of the battery, and the prospect is not improved by the presence, 
on the ground formerly occupied by the earthworks, of a row of 

· unsightly sheds and platforms. This battery-the " Amster
dam," or "vVater Castle "-was built in the . year 1781, and 
· formed one of . a 
· chain .of fortress~s 
. and redoubts, start-
ing from Rogge Bar 
and ending at Mouille 

· Point . 
In order to deal 

with the history of 
· the Amsterdam Bat
. tery it will be neces
. sary to quote from 
the · works of certain 

: travellers and others THE GALLERY. 

·who _ visited the Cape m those early days, and also from 
so_me more- _-modern sources of information on the subject. 
Let . u_s first turn to that delightful old periodical the " Cape 
Monthly Magazine" (Vols. V. and VI.), where in an interesting 

c contribution on_" the " Maritime Defences of the Cape Colony" 
we may read as follows :~ · 

Between 1751 and 1796 the Dutch Government paid considerable attention 
_to strengthening the defences of the Cape Peninsula at least. The lines, the 
redoubts on the flank of Table l\Iountain, the Amsterdam Battery _ . . . 
appear all to have been erected about the period of the American ,var, when 
the Republic of the Seven United Provinces ~vere in alliance with France, 
and Admiral Suffrein in ·1781, after the fight at St. Jago, escaped from Com
modore Johnston, landed ;-. considerable force from his fleet, and ma_terially 
assisted in putting the rldcnces e,( 'foble Bay in good order. 

G 
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A most interesting· narrative detailing the assistance- rendered 
by the French in the erection of these defensive works will be 
found in Le Vaillant's "New Travels into the Interior Parts 
of Africa, by way of the Ca e of Good Hope, in 1 ~s , '. and' ." 

The 1ographer, Rudolph Sieg ned Alleman1 whose merciless 
criticism of our Castle as a defensive or offensive work may be 
recalled, speaking of the Amsterdam, informs us that the arma
ment of this fort consisted of about sixteen guns. In his general 
description of the fortifications he airs liis opinions thus :-

These fine batteries are most miserably manned and served. One constable 
and one sub-constable, with eight or ten sailors, called boss-schieters, who all 
understand nothing further than how to load and fire a gun , are the only 
so-called artillerymen. 

He then proceeds 

7!!::f.~~:; .: . 
;-;::: . 

to detail the ignorance displayed by these 
artillerymen of more 
than a century ago, 
and winds up with 
the comforting pro
phecy that " they 
would certainly not 
storm heaven or set 
the bay on fire! " 

THE PROMENADE. 

The next writers to 
whom we may refer 
are Sir John Barrow 
and Captain R Per
cival The former 
held the important 

post of secretary to the Earl of Macartney (Governor of Cape 
Colony in I 797) and was the author of a most interesting and 
valu_able book entitled "Travels into the Interior of Southern 
Africa." He deals exhaustively with the question of the defence 
of the Cape at that period and states that the Amsterdam Bat
tery, the guns of which bore directly uoon the anchorage, was a 
strong one ; but he mentions that there were certain defects in 
the work, 
anrl, in the opinion of some naval officers, the battery would so Jn be silenced 
by a single ship of the line b1ought to lie close alongside of it. 

Captain R. Percival, in his work 11 An Account of the Cape 
of Good Hope " ("circa , 796-1 804), agreed with the wnter last 
mentioned, and recorded his opinion that the fortress would not 



• 

The Amsterdam Battery. 259 

have been capable of withstanding the onslaught of determined 

troops. 
In spite of these adverse criticisms these old fortifications 

must have had a deterrent effect upon would-be invaders, for 
we read in history that in 18o6 (the date of the second capture 
of the Cape) "the English, landing near Blaaqwberg, avoided . 
the dangerous batteries of Chavonnes and Amsterdam." 

We may, however, safely assume that this rugged and time
worn fortress never participated in any offensive or defensive 
operations. _ . On one oc-
casion his- , . ·; · ·· .. ·. . ···; torically re-
corded its :·= · .,. ,. · • '. ' presencewas 

the means of ••111!':!i::t~ averting a ger which 
the Colony. 

\Ve read in Mr. A. Wil-
mot's "H_~ ry of the 

C~ony _Qf of 
Good Hope'' • -g~;: at 
<luring the d 
·Macartney A PowoER MAGAZINE. a mutiny 
broke out on board the flagship of Admiral Pringle, in 1797. 
The vessel was lying off the _Amsterdam Battery. 

Lord Macartney proved himself well fitted to command. He immediately 
ordered·the guns of the fort to be loaded and shot to be heated in the ovens, • 
while he dispatched a message to the mutinous crew in the "Tremendous," 
informing them that if they did not hoist the Royal Standard in half-an-hour, 
as a token of unconditional surrender, he would blow their ship out of the 

water. Within the given time submission was made . 
.. 

In the year 1 892 the battery was remodelled, and a few 
heavier and more modem guns were mounted thereon; but 
from a structural point of view i! ~as not much altered. Later it 
was abandoned as being obsolete and quite incapable of with
standing the fire of an enemy directing the terrible guns of 
modern invention against it, and the work of demolition was 
started some four or five years ago by removal of the bastions 
and earthworks bordering the Dock Road, to make room for 
contemplated harbour extensions. 

As sufficient of tli.e fort has been spared to enable us to study 
its character and construction, let us proceed to make our in
spection, under the guidance of the obliging official in charge. 
Entering by the old ~ateway facing Signal Hill, we notice the 
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great thickness of the outer rampart, with its stone-fronted 
walls, the top overgrown with rank grass, on which a cow may 
at times be seen peacefully grazing. We pass through between 
loop-holed walls, and find ourselves in a grassy, crescent-shaped 
courtyard, the greater part of which is now taken up by sheds 
used for the storage of produce and looking singularly out of 
place amidst such old-time environs. Immediately in front, and 

.I>o clc Roa.cl 

PLAN OF DISMA::-.TLED AMSTERDA1'1 BATTE RY, CAPE TO\\'N,' 

k Ramparts. 
B. Inner loopholed wall. 
C. Powder magazines. 
D. Terrace, or promenade, formerly pr9viding access to guns and shell 

magazines. 
E . Approach to terrace (removed). 
F. Recesses serving as approaches to explosives stores. 
G. Site of former earthworks and mounds. 
H. Space lined with large flagstones in front of doors leading to store-rooms 

and dungeons. 

Note.-The portion dem-0lished is indicated by fine dotted li11es. 

set within a long obtuse-angled wall of heavy proportions, ap
pear a series of arched teak doors and barred windows, belong
ing to the prisons, magazines and store-rooms underneath the 
main rampart. But before exploring these subterranean regions 
let us first dispose of what is to be seen above. Two powder
magazines (kruid-1.:amcrs) of massive construction are located in 
the courtyard. The doors are arched, the arches being turned in 
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concrete and constructed of small yellow or Batavian h1 icks. 
This material indeed appears to have been generally utilised for 
the doorways throughout the battery. The outer walls · are 
buttressed, having small ventilating apertures between the but
tresses. Magazines of this description were at one time at
tached to most of the old fortifications at the Cape, but it is 
believed that these two are the only ones which have been pre
served. The inner looped-holed wall, elsewhere referred to, is 
carried round the magazines, being here built higher so as to 
protect them from artillery fire. In order to form an idea_ of the 
strength of buildings of this kind it may be mentioned that the 
use of dynamite had . to be resorted to when removing one of 
similar construction which formerly stood in another part of the 

·nock area. 
Facing the entrance gates of the fort, some displaced stones 

and masonry are all that is left of the inclined approach to the 

front rampart, up 
which, we are in-

. formed, it was at 
one time possible for 

.a vehicle to be driven, 
and thence along the 
promenade, passing 
out by the gates 
through the space 
between the outer 
rampart and the loop
holed wall. 

0 u r courteous 
A Bolm·PROOF CHAMBER. 

guide next unlocks 
one of the teak doors 
and ushers us into a bomb-proof chamber, the walls of which have 
a thickness of over two feet The roof is curved and there is a 
niche or recess in one of the walls. Judging from the barred 
windows, it is probable that this apartment served as a prison. 
\Ve reflect that, could these battered walls speak, what tales of 
woe could they perchance unfold ·of time-worn and hopeless 
captives condemned to pine within these gloomy dungeons! 
Through an arched do.orway we may gai~ admittance to a pas
sage communicating with similar prisons or store-rooms. Cap
tain PerciYal in his book thus describes the accommodation 
.afforded by these rooms :-
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There are casements and magazines inside, where prisoners of war are 
generally confined. It is capable of containing at least two hundred troops, 
in the ranges of barracks and store-rooms in the body of the work. 

Passing along a corridor we reach a long gallery, running at 
right angles to the rooms we have just quitted, and consisting of 
chambers opening one into the other by means of hug-e arches. 
Some of the plaster-work having fallen away, we are enabled 
to study the workmanship and excellence of the materials used. 
The perspective from either end of the gallery is striking, and 
we might almost imagine ourselves in some old cathedral crypt 
The traveller, Robert Semple, tells us in his book entitled 
"Walks and Sketches at the Cape of Good Hoe:," published in 
1803, that several cannon were once mounted here, but that the 
embrasures were subs<:>quently bricked up or formed into 
windows to air the prisons. 

At each end of this gallery is an arched doorway, and pass:.. 
ing through one of these we reach a ruined vaulted chamber, of 
the same massive proportions as the gallery we have j~st quitted 
Here it behoves us to exercise caution in our movements, as the 
greater portion of the chamber has been destroyed, the ruins 

SHOWING THE EFFECT OF THREE CHARGES OF 
DYXA)IITE o:,; ONE OF THE \VALLS. 

lying beneath us at a 
depth of many feet 
A false step may lead 
to disaster. Part of 
the roof hangs over 
us m threatening" 
fashion, and illus
trates the great 
strength and dur
ability of the fab
ric, as, m its 
shattered state, it 
still supports the 
weight of the ram
part and walls above 

it It may readily be believed that it would have
proved a task of some magnitude, if not an impossi
bility, to haYe destroyed this fortress with the defective artillery 
of its day. 

Retracing our steps, we regain the courtyard and may reach 
the promenade inside the front rampart by scramblin6 up the 
ruins of the inclined approach thereto. In consequence of the 
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destruction of the bastion at each end the terrace ends abruptly, 
yet it is still possible on the one side to proceed along the top 
of the wall ~urrounding the powder-magazine and thus obtain a 
nearer view of this interesting structure. We stop to examine 
the neat manner in which the retaining wall of the grass-covered 
rampart has been built. Along the edge, overlooking the court
yard, is a row of iron fencing-posts, which once were furnished 
with chains-a substantial railing it must indeed have been! · 

In the body of the rampart are two rooms, which formerly 
were used for the storage of explosives. The rocfs are strer.gth
ened with iron bars, and in one comer of each is a circular well 
or " sh9ot," serving for ;:ommunication with the magazines be
neath and for raising ammunition . . 

We next mount a few steps, and reach the summit of the 
rampart, which is the most elevated part of the battery. At one 
side, ·at a slightly lower level, we see the remains of a wall on 
which the only effect of three charges of dynamite has been to 
crack the structure to the width of only a few inches! From the 
top of the rampart a superb view of the Bay, town and moun
tains unfolds itself, which alone repays tfie visitor for the slight 
exertion entailed in the ascent 

Lin6ering here, we contra.st the prospect as it is now with 
what it must have been in the days of old. We seem to see 
the old place once more peopled by the folks who frequented it 
in days of yore, or to hear tlie clang of the sentinel's musket on 
the flagstones l::eneath us. And here the heroic General Janssens, 
<luring that trying period of stress and anxiety prior to the 
second conquest of the Cape by the British forces in 18o6, may 
_have paused during his tour of inspection of the fortress, while 
he mused with sadness of -h~rt over his indifferent chances of 
success in contending against the vastly superior forces uf his. 
enemies. We · leave the fort, with its desolate rums and 
changed conditions, reflectii:g- that the Cape Town of a by
gone age is, unhappily, rapidly disappearing, and with a pang
of regret for the passing of so striking a landmark. 

Sea Point. T. H. R. DE SMCDT. 
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On the right is 'Uitky k', al so 
built by Jacob Trautman, and 
still owned and occupied by 
his descendants. Many alter

ati ons have token· place over the years, but one 
can still see the smal I window which provided 
I ight in the loft. 

Further up, the road bends to the left and becomes 
Baviaans Kloof Road. On the right is 'H ii lside', 

3 !tJL1...;nJ 1, c . ,e~o another house built by 

Jacob Trautman c 1890. 

At one tim e the house wa s 
used as an annex to th e 

.. ·- Royal Hol·el. 

Follow the bend into Baviaans Kloof Road, which 

is lined with fishermen's cottnqes. The old est one 
on the right is called 'Oak Villa', again built by 

4- /4/:t:',;k Jacob Trautman in 1882 as 
I\ a three-roomed cottage. The 

two back rooms were added 
later. The house was proc I aimed a National 

Monument in 1982, one hundred years after it was 
built. The lofts in the fish e rmen's cottages were 
good vantage points for watching the comings and 
goings in the bay. Oak Villa has a good e xample 
of this loft. 
• s 1.1~0 ~ v; sr~ c. , ~co 

,,- --"', 

'Linda Vista ' - th e ori g ina l 
house was built of ston e by 
Jacob Troutman 11 on th e 
corner of Bav iaans Kloof 

Road . Ernest, his son, remembers b e ing trapped 
unde r the sledge which was pull ed by two horses 

~ evla ' , w here the famous Anthropologist Ra-)nd 
lJ ,Jrt once I iv ed. 

At this point, it is peaceful to rest under the um

brella pines before walking back. This time, give 
your attention to the numerous indigenous trees 
growing along the stretch of rood between the 

bend ofter passing 'Lindo Vista' and the junction 
of Military Rood. 

The conti nuation of Military Rood to the left is 
merely a path now hedged with more indigenous 
tr ees. Two Hundreq years ago it led to the East 
Fort, and was used e x te nsively by soldiers during 
th e tim e the forts were being built and occupied. 
Hal f-woy a lo ng the pat h one hos a bird's eye 
view of the whole village. The path ends at a 
form go le wh ich preven ts the cows from wandering 
from th e meadow on the le ft (don't forge t to 
close it behind you). 

11 Now join the tarre d road wh ich tokes you down 
to Chapmans Peak Drive . On the left is 'Fine 

V ie w ', a magnificent 
home built by a Cape 
Town contractor in 1901. 
The rear portion was built 
in 1899 by Johan Trautman 

and used for carrying stones to th e site. The house 
hnd a Vi c torian verandah, and the 'vista' is s till oi; ' 
breath tak ing on this corner. 

( son of the first Jacob T raurmon) as a holiday 
cottage for a Frenchman , Mr Jaco. The lower 
se ction was the stab le , and the uppe r floor the 
living quarters. Here Mr Jaco and his family 
spent th ei r holidays until the main house was 
built. Th e Tra utman family lat e r bought the house 
and ran it a s a b oard ing house. 

A long th e roocl, shaded by ta ll pines, one can see 

1110. e o f the so me ty pe of fi she rm P11 's cottag Ps . 

When the rood joins Chapmans Peak Dri ve , 
cross to the other side. From her e on e c an see 
Flora Boy, a holiday resort developed by the 
Trautmans c1930. Before that, it was a popul ar 
comping site. The T rautmans stil I own Flora Bay . 

Beyond Floro Bay, the remains of the old 
Manganeses Mine Jetty are still visible, a 
reminder of a mining venture at the turn of the 
century, and the Canons of the East Fort ( 1795) 

can also be seen on the rocky slope . Direc tl y 
below is the famous leopa rd perched on a massive 

granite boulder. This Leopa rd was a gift to the 
people of Hout Bay from th e famous scu l pl or , 
Ivon Mitford-Barbe rton who I ived in Hout Bay 
for many years. Leopards onc e roam ed our 
mountains - the las t o ne sited in Hout Bay was 
in 1933. 

,., . Take Chapmons Peak Drive back into th e vi II ag e . 
Chapmans Peak Hotel 

i:l: ,. 
I 

overlooking the beach. 

• ,~\\ ("~\~ was built in 1903, and 
(D nl I' sta nds on the corner 

V, j ~ The original Victorian 
hotel, named 'Beac h 
Hotel', was destroyed 

by fire in 1903, and the new hotel was built on 
the same site. It was a beautiful e xample of 

,~ 
an Edwardian sea sid e hotel, and re mai ned 
v irtually unchang ed until in 198 1 e x tens iv e 
a ltera tions were e mbarked upon . 

11 Ne xt to the Blue Sky Cafe is 'M e lmin House ', 
built in cl900. 

,JDire ctly oppos ite the lio te l is lhe 'Red Sails' 
built by the Kingswe ll fam il y as a holid ay ho me . 

It had a ten nis co urt on its roof. Th e sa il s of 
th e w indmi 11 w e re ta ke n down due to t he stro ng 

rq 1l,c c nJ of the roa d, and pro tec te d b y two 
fi l:; ICO l.__10!. in(l c-ri(l lC' ~, is !lie l , 11 ; f"' r ropr rt / •·r• ll nd 

O n th e corner of th e sharp bend to the le ft is a 
rusty gale on th e righthand side of the road. Pass 
through this gate and it w ill tak e you to the 'look
out' post us e d by fish e rmen for observing the move
me nt of shoal s of fi sh in tl ,e bay. Thi s site was 

a lso ~ a s a se n try n11 cl s ig na l post in th e 2nd -
V/01 IJ \' /, 11 . 

so uth eas terly w inds . The new owner, Nig e l 
r,i c nd - Srn ith, no t rea li s ing th e re d sa il s re Fe rr P.u 

l o a w indrn ill, ,1J opl cd tl, c , e el so ils of a 



28 Ruins of the King's Blockhouse, Cape Town. 
(E. Co/.) 

• Theal . Records o( the Cape Colony . I, 2"5. (For 
Louis Thibault's position at this time see pagt 26.) 

t King's Battery, which was of stone and 24 feet 
square, was visible both from False Ba)' and the 
Castle, and was therefore used as a signal station. 

CHAPTER TWO 

THE FIRST BRITISH OCCUPATION 

1795-1803 

The British flag was raised over the Castle ar Cape Town on September J 6th 1795. 

The first concern of the authorities was the securing of the fortifications for defence. 
General Craig expressed himself dissatisfied with the existing lines and set about 
improving them. Thus, during the early years of the occupation, building activity under 
British administration appears to have been limited almost entirely to ·.vorks of a 
military nature . 

Nevertheless, tw-0 years of bankruptcy under the Company had left the public 
buildings and government farms in a state of neglect , which led General Craig before 
the end of 1795, to search fo r some trustworthy and loyal person as Inspector of 
Government Lands and Buildings.· On January I st of the following year he appointee! 
William Somen ·ill e to the pose. His duties were to include rhe supervision and repair 
of all government properties, excluding chose occupied by the military or naval forces. 

William Somerdlc had arri ved in rhe Colony as H ospital Mate, but was appoi nted 
by General Clarke soon afterwards to be Surgeon ro tht Garrison, which position he 
retained while performing his lnspe·cror'arc. 'The duties of his two employments are 
perfectly compatible with each ocher.' reported General Craig.1 One of the qualifications 
Somerville had to offer was that in the few short months since his arrival he had made 
himself master of the Dutch language, by no means a common feat. Bur of experience 
in architecture or in surveying no mention is made, and we are left to imagine the 
anomalous situation which thus arose, whenever rhe Inspector of Lands and Buildings 
came into contact with the skilled workmen and officials of the old regime. 

In January 1796 General Craig decided that the French lines, which had been 
intended as a protection against attack along "the ?imonsrown road, should be extended 
up the slopes of the mountain, to tem1inate high on Devil's Peak in a blockhouse rower 

which was afterwards named King's Ba,tery [28). t Distributed along the lines below 
were first the Prince of Wales' Tower and Battery [30 and 31 ], below that York Block
house, and lower still York Redoubt and Battery, near the present De Waal Drive. 
These fortifications were connected to the town by a new road. All the batteries were 

18 



like chose shown in [28 and 31 ]. T hey were usually from twenty-four to thirty-two feet 
square, with walls up to eight feet thick. They were built of rubble stone using clay 
mortar pcinted with lime mortar. The lower floor contained a magazine and a water 
cistern, with living quarters above and a gun platform on the roof. 

In addition to the batteries on the slopes of the mountain , another, called Craig's 
Tower. was built at the mouth of the Sale River, and was of similar construction , 
thirty-two feet in diameter. Small batteries were also erected at Camp's Bay, Simons
rown (one to the south of the town-[ 29 ]-and two more along the coast beyond) , 

\1 uizenberg, and at Elk , Visch and Kalk Bays to prevent surprise enemy landings . 
Fortified barracks were built on the east side of H out Bay. They were three storeys in 
height , twenty-eight feet long and twenty feet wide, and again contained magazines 
and cisterns on the lower level. A stone battery of five guns was built below the barracks, • 
and grouped round it were five additional wooden hues to provide further accom
modation for the men (each 24 ft. by 13 ft. ). 2 The remains of the battery and the barracks 
sur.·i\·e to this day; t-he battery was erected by a Cape builder who contracted to do 
che work for 4 ,000 rixdollars, the milit ary authorities wisely feel ing that they were 
insufficienrly acquainted with building methods in the area to undertake the work. 

M he presence of wooden huts around the barracks suggests chat they may possibly 
~ ave been prefabricated elsewhere, perhaps at 'Witteboomen', and aft erwards assembled 

by the military. All these buildings were certainly designed by officers of the Royal 
Ent?ineers·. and can h ardly have had pretensions to a more than purely utili tarian 
character. 

Afrer the occupation, the D urch camp at Wynberg was chosen as the campforthe 
Briti sh forces . From the scanty references which mention this Durch camp it does not 
appear to have contained ,.ny permanent buildings.3 The 'H alf-Way H ouse ',,however, 
was near by , and Samuel Plummer in 1801 refers to 'Windburgh , a small village , con
sis ting of a few huts occupied by Durch farmers. H ere are seen some beautiful 
gardens .. . '4 

In 1797 the authorities decided to make the Wynberg camp a permanent one. On 
:\ ugusc 18th H enry Frazer wrote to the Governor 'to represent to your Excellency that 
three hundred Whi te trees [Silvertrees] are wanted for the hues at Wyn berg, and to 
request your Excellency will be pl_eased to permit that number to be cu t in the Govern
ment wood at Witteboom' .5 

La e~ . mention is made of thatching the hucs .6 Plummer refers to the fact that 
·on <" regiment lay in straw huts ' 7 and Percival, who visited Wynberg a short time after
w;,. rds. describes the camp in detail. 'On a rising piece of ground near our left hand, 

A he light companies of the 78th, 84th , 95th and 98th were very comfortable hutted . 
~ heir hi.: cs were formed into regul ar streets. like an encam pment, and presented the 

ai'ptarance of a neat village (32]. They were composed of large branches and limbs of 
t rtTS , w<"U charched with very thick sedges, peculi ar ro the cou ntry , and well calculated 
t (, keep off the violent winds and rain. Ar t he upper end of t he encampmen t and a li ttle 
way detached, was a kraal of H ottentots , consisti ng of n early 500 men with their 
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29 Martello tower, Sim onstown. 

• Thea! Recor,ls. I. 35:"-8. Illustrations of the H out 
Bay blockhouse may be seen among the rnllect1on 
of ..., a ,~rcolours by 'J.W.' in the Library of Parl1 a
men1, Cape Town , o r in Lewcoc ~ . Th e arc lii, ~c

r ure or r lie <:;:ape Colony from I 795 ro ; sr 
[ J and 8]. pages 34-5. 

30, 31 Derails from the original drawings or the 
Prince of Wales Blockhouse, Cape Town : 
30 Cross-section ; 31 Elevation . 
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• C.O. JJ/ Zl. October 1-rh 1811. \1 any of the 
huts listed here we re erected, or re-erected, after 
180-. 

t Some of this deal may well have heen cur locally. 

32 Plan of Wynberg, taken from Thibault's 
manuscript notes ro his survey of 18 11 . The flag 
on rhe rig hr is placed on the line of rhe present 
Main Road. (C.A.) 

families ... '. 8 As for the o fficers, Lady Anne Barnard wrote to the Earl of Macartney 
(March 1800) that '(Craufurd's] Regiment is ordered to Wynberg, and Baillie's house 
is taken for the commanding officer'. 9 But Percival observed that 'I spent some days 
with the officers of a regiment encamped near this spot (Half-way House)' ,nd Burchell, 
who visi ted Wyn berg in 18 11 , then found that 'this camp consists of huts constructed of 
reeds and plastered with mud. Those of the officers , although built of the same materials, 
are not want ing in comfort and nearness within. There is a range of stabling and 
barracks fo r the cavalry, and the whole fo rms a little village of singular and interesting 
appearance' 10 (33 ]. A memorandum of 180711 speaks of the 'state of decay' of the mess 
house and ome of the office rs' quarters, which would seem to make it certain that ~ome 
of the officers lived in g rass huts during the First British Occupation. After 1807, however, 
a few of r he buildings we re sold to the officers12 who then assumeci responsibility for 
their maintenance, and the remainde r were repaired at government expense.13 An 
inven tory of 1811 lists those buildi ngs whic h were privately owned by the o fficers, and 
the values allotted to some of them are quite h ig h. ♦ 

From Burchell 's drawings of 1 11 and from the list of the ma terials used to repai r 
the huts in I 0-. 13 we are able to fo rm a fa irly accurate picture of the type of con
st ruction followed . The huts were from 10 to 15 fee t wide with eaves so low that the 
doors and windows cut in to them. T he main framewo rk of the walls up to the wall pbte 
was constructed from 4 in . by 4 in . scantl ing , the uprights being sunk in to t he ground, 
with studs and rails fo rm ing a framework between them. Doors and windows, wall 
plate and wine.low frames were made up from deal boards 1 inch thick. t The ra tters 
we re fo rmed of pai rs of Witteboom poles 15 feet long lea:1ing against each other with 
ties at the botto m, altogether 60 poles to a hut.14 The grass thatch of walls and roof 
was tied to cane battens which had been fixed to the uprights and rafters . Most of the 
later officers' huts were also ceiled with cane ceilings. Floo rs we re presumably of com
pacted ea rth , as they were in most of the Cape far mhouses of the day. The earl iest 
mention of plaste ring the outside walls over the straw was made by Burchell in 18 11. 

It is clear from his drawings, however, that even at that date many of the walb were 
simply left as vert ical thatching. This type of construct ion was an inheritance from 
mediaeval times in orthern Europe, and was co mmo n to both the English and the 
Dutch. It was to be extensively used apin in the first houses of the 1820 Settlers. 

The roo fs of these buildi ngs appear to have been al most invariably given h ipped 
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Annual General Meeting 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CAPE TOWN 
HISTORIESE VERENIGING VAN KAAPSTAD 
THE JOSEPHINE MILL BOUNDARY ROAD 

PO BOX 157 NEWLANDS 7725 

NEWLANDS 7700 

Phone 6864939 

Newsletter - March 1989 

On 13 March, the Chairman of the Society, Dr Howard Phillips, welcomed 

members to the 23rd Annual General ~eeting at the Mill. His report will 

be published in full in the 1989 issue of 1 Cabo 1
• Dr Phillips described 

1988 as a year of vigorous activity with the Josephine Mill becoming one 

of Cape Town's leading small museums and a popular venue for functions. 

He paid tribute to our team at the Mill, miller Dick Evans, receptionist 

Val Epstein, housekeeper George Bawuti , and of course Owen Kina han. 

Unfortuna tely Dick Evans i s to retire because of ill health, and he was 

warmly thanked for his excellent contribution to the successful running 
of the Mi 11. 

Members of the Committee were thanked for their valuable contributions towards 

the running of the Society, and Mike Ryan, who is retiring from the Committee, 

was awarded honorary life membership. The citat ion for the award reads as 

follows: ''Our Society has been brought to its present high station by labour 

vision and a commitment of the sort Mike Ryan has devoted to it. I do not 
doubt that the new Committee will look to his outstanding example for inspiration 

- in tackl ing the prob lems which loom ahead: increasing our membership and 
promoting historica l awareness amongst all Capetonians 11

• 

The Treasurer's report was circulated and adopted. 

Election of new Commi ttee 

The Committee for 1989#90 will consist of: Jean Blanckenberg, Roger Goodwin, 
Owen Kinahan, Paul Lange, Howard Phillips, Gilli an Russell, Rob Sieborger, 

Phillida Simons, Jim Simpson, Arderne Tredgold, Leonie Twentyman Jones and 

Derrick Willett. Portfolios will be listed in the next Newsletter. 

New Editor for Cabo 
Dr Arthur Davey, who edited the 1988 issue of 1 Cabo 1

, has resigned and we 

thank him for the work he has done for our journal. His place is being taken 

by Mrs Jo MacRobert, who is teaching in the UCT History Deoartment. After 

leaving school she spent a year in Canada as a Rotary Exchange Student. When 
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the blacksmith exhibit in the old coa l store. 

The Albion Spring 

New plans are being mooted for the complex ~f buildings at the Albion Spring , , 
near neighbour of the Josephine Mill. The property was formerly occupied by 

the Schweppes Mineral Water Factory. One proposal has been made by UCT to the 

City Council, which owns the site, that the University should become a "shareholder" 

in the site and that it would become a centre for research in high technology. 

It would offer facilities for research for example in bio-medical and bio

technological engineering. Professor Dave Woods, Deputy Vice-Chancellor at 

UCT suggested that such things as enzymes and computer chips could be studied. 

The scheme could also provide a conference centre where scientists and 

businessmen could meet and discuss the latest developments in their particular 

fields and matters of mutual interest. Some of the old residences have been 

e altered but they could be restored and provide accomodation when it was needed. 

The scheme would attract scientists and businessmen from other parts of the 

country and encourage local industrial development, Professor Woods said. 

The historic buildings of the site are associated with the Cape Town District 

Waterworks Company that, in 1889, acquired a servitude on the strong flowing 

Albion spring that is fed by underground sources from Devils Peak. Water was 

supplied to the mun i cipalities of Woodstock and Claremont and later 

Rondebosch and a sma ll quantity went to Ohlsson's Brewery and an adjacent 

mineral water and ice factory run by the Dix family. 

The water was later taken over by the municipalities of Claremont and 

Woodstock and in 1913 when various suburban municipalities ama lgamated with 

Cape Town, water continued to be pumped into the reticulation sys tem and it 

is still used in the local water supply. 

About 1818 Johannes Gerhardus Munnik, who owned Rouwkoop on the other si de 

of the Liesbeek, and also the ground where the spring was , built a water-mill 

there, called De Hoop . It was later bought by Jacob Letterstedt , who built 

the Josephine Mill , and in 1878 was transferred to his daughter , Lydia, and by then 

it was known as the Albion Mill. In 1889 Anders Ohlsson bought the property . 

National Monuments 
The Simon's Town Museum has been proclaimed a National Monume nt. The building, 

one of the oldest and most valuable historically in Simon's Town, dates from 

1777 and was used by the Governor of the Cape as his winter resi dence in the 

mid 19th century. Later it became the Residency, housing the Magistrate's 

court and the Magistrate's residence until 1979. The Museum mo ved into the 

Residency in 1983 and has become a vital storehou se of historical memorabilia 

of Simon's Town and its neighbourhood . The old prison cells sti ll exist and 
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the building during the first service and broke all the windows. 

Today the congregation is the only 'Coloured' one that belongs to the NGK 

with full admission to its synod. All other 'Coloured' congregations belong 
to the daughter or mission church. 

The building has been repeatedly threatened with demolition, but in 1965 

was proclaimed an historic monument. In 1984 the Church Council decided to 

launch a Restoration Project, and they are working very hard to raise funds 

to preserve this historic building. A very worthwhile project which deserves 

every support. 

Excavations at the Amsterdam Battery 

.A few years ago, our Chairman Dr Howard Phillips was planning an historic walk 

in the Docks area, when he saw the remains of a wall in Mamacos Warehouse 

yard. This turned out to be all. that remains of the Amsterdam Battery. The e information was passed on to UCT 1 s Archaeology Department, and the following 

note was written by a volunteer "digger" Dr Gaby Kuhn. 
During November 1988 a team, headed by Mrs Ute Seemann, Honours student in 

the Department of Archaeology at UCT, started excavating the remains of the 

Amsterdam Battery (completed in 1785) down at the Docks. Overlooking the 

harbour it served the protection of the ships at anchor. 
The excavation took place at two digs on the site: between the old caretaker's 

house and the inner rampart and the area of the ordnance house. 
Not much cultural evidence was found, probably due to the thorough clearing 

up operation when the battery was demolished around 1900. Nevertheless, pieces 
of Chinese porcelain, Vi ctorian glasses, a clay pipe, a uniform button and a 

small weight were brought to the surface. 
The main objective of the dig is to compare the architecture of the battery 

with that of the Castle which was built a century earlier. 

\ 

Clay pipe, made in Harlem, Holland, 1775 

Found during th~ excavation 
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example, many mod i fications were made to the building prior to the Roya l 

Visit in 1947. In the 1950 1 s the building was scheduled for demolition, 

but in 1985 was proclaimed an historic monument. 

The main hall, lined with Burmese teak panelling was the first big hall 

available to the City . It was used for a great variety of events from 

musicals, concerts, meetings, film shows, and balls to wrestling matches 

and cat shows. We heard how the hall was gradually modified to its now 

permanent use by the City Orchestra. During the excursion, members were 

taken into the roof above the concert hall - a fascinating sight of wo6den · 

beams and cladding, and enormous .winches to let down the chandeliers so 
that the light bulbs can be replaced. 

The splendour of the fonT1er Council Chamber, with its stinkwood gallery 

for the press and public, has been somewhat marred by its conversion for 

use by the Central City Library, as are the former Banqueting Hall, the 

Minor Hall and the Robing Room. One hopes that another more suitable home 

will be found for the Library so that the City Hall can operate as a 

cultural and tourist centre. 

Intrepid members clambered up the increasingly narrow stairway in the 20 0 

foot tower past the carillon of bells to the clock. A not to be forgotten 

experience for those who made it to the top, with the south-easter 

whistling about and the bells booming forth! 
March lecture: 
Mrs Gwen Fagan, well known conservationist and historical botanist, gave a 
fascinating talk on the history of Cape Town's Botanic Garden, 1652-1910, 
illustrated by numerous sli des. Mrs Fagan's lecture was based on her detailed 
research on the possiblii ti es of restoring the gardens in the central city. 
It covered the early Du tch kitchen garden of Jan van Riebeeck's day, with 
influence f rom Persi a , with a very formal layout surrounded by clipped hedges; 
Simon van der Stel 's period, during which numerous medicinal herbs and 
indegenous plants were exported to Europe; the French influence; to the 
English landscape period, when informality was popular. Mrs Fagan also 
described the menagerie, started in 1791, the Avenue, and the various 
entrances to the Gardens . She showed how the Company's Garden had always 
greatly influenced the development of gardens amongst orivate citizens at 
the Cape, as well as stimulating the growth of botanic gardens throughout 
the country. 

Arderne Tredgold 
Leonie Twentyman Jones 





LANDMARKS IN DOCKLAND 

day in 1901 the signalman counted 128 ships in the docks 
and Table Bay, the largest fleet ever seen at the "Tavern of 
the Seas". Not even during the two greater •wars that followed 
was there such an array of ships assembled. But a bay full 
of ships is like an overcrowded nursery; demands are sudden 
and imperative, and emergeL _ies may arise at any moment. 
With a dozen l\Iorse lamps winking in the darkness at once, 
a hundred signal flags streaming in the breeze by day, the 
signalman had little time for that hot cup of cocoa on which 
all the men of the trade-seem to thri-C,, 

· ce Older than all the other buildings is another landmark at 
Table Bay Docks-the Amsterdam Battery. From •those ruined 
ramparts one may be sure that an anxious watch on the sea 
was kept. The fort was built in 1784, the Dutch authorities 
receiving help from the French Admiral Suffren, an ally of the 
period against England. 

They built so well that many charges of dynamite had to 
be used when the fort was dismantled early this century. The 
Amsterdam Battery, or what remains of its flanking bastions, 
vaults, magazines and bomb-proof chambers, stands near the 
present Dock Gates. It was designed to command the anchor
age; but throughout its history no shot was ever fired in anger 
from its cannon. , 

It is recorded that when the armament was first tested a 
cannon burst, killing two soldiers and wounding Van der Graaf, 
i : ernor of the Cape. Invaders were influenced by the presence 
· his and other batteries, however, as the British landing in 
18o6 at Blaauwberg, on the far side of the bay, proves. The 
Amsterdam Battery was useful, too, when the crew of Admiral 
Pringle's flagship Tremendous mutinied in Table Bay. Guns 
were loaded, shot heated in the ovens, and an ultimatum was 
sent to •the mutineers. \Vithit1- a short time the Royal Standard 
was hoisted as a signal of surrender. 

In 1827 the battery was dismantled and fitted as a prison; 
and in the dungeons many wretched men fretted and wept. 

-- An attempt was made in 18g8 to bring ,the fort up to date, and 
heavier guns were mounted. It was soon realised, . however, 
that the loop-holed walls of the eighteenth century would not 
stand up to modem artillery. Thus the old fort, which had 
heard the rattle of the Dutch East India Company's muskets, 
was abandoned at last. 

1 
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·~- 12. The Blockh!Juse Walk 
. _:.. .. ~ --- --

When a friend told m e h e had foun,l an old road on Devil's P eak, 
running above D e Waal Drive, I we.;. sceptical - it ~oundeu like a 
forestry road. Still, he was positive, so I accompanied him along it. 

Our starting point was c, n the o utskirts of D evil's Peak Estate. 
al' the comer of Barnham Avenue [1!1 0 \Vindlrnrg Laan; the track 
we followed was a continuation of the latter street - a hopeful sign 

since the old name for D e \·il's P eak was the Windberg. 

~ ... ··- :~ ,. .. ~ ~· 

The road has changed conside,:ably since 1962, when I first saw it. 
Then it " ·as choked ,~ith ~and , and overgro\,·n \,·ith wattle. Today the 
Forestry Department has rli scovered th!! road, and it has b een cleared 

and included in thei.r r oaJ-com;)lF:x. 
You "ill find yourself crns;;ing the ;;lopes of Devil's P eak 200 fee t 

above De Waal DriYe. In places the road has been cut into the 
mountain,,ide; at other points the outer edge has Leen built up 

"ith stones. 

57 

11w ~1,·,·p 111011111.,i11-i ,k 11111il i1 n·;1,· lw~ 1lw Ki111;·~ Bl .. d , li .. 11,-, · . Tl1r 
ro:11I wind s :wn,,s th<.· l,11ttri·~~, ·~. p,1~ ,- i11i; 01w t11r11-u!l' lo tlw ri1,:l1t 
(" hich cco11nc-1·t ~ with Taf,-11,"rg Hoa,\) and, aftn :mot li1·r !w iq,i11 bc11d, 
travel~ lHr:k .ilong the slope for rptitc a tli:-ta11c1·, lwfun · a rri\·ing at 

the hlockl1ouse. 
Until recently a forel-ter's 1lwelli11g, erected in Hl93, stood just 'w 

Lclow the King'5 Blocklwuse ; tn tlay it has !Jcen dc11111lislied, kaving 
only a memorial pbque lo tin'. original fores ter, Frank Jarman, which 

reads : 

'he fou11<l these barren stony slopes treeless, an,I left tli eri1 covered 
with forest ' . 

The early forl' slry r; 11lti vut io11 wa~ all d one with th r. aid of t:011v ic t,; . 
If you enter tl1 c King"s Blockhr!ll sc, ,,·hich was dedarc,~ a11 I li ,- torii·:il 
Monument in 193G, yon will fin,1 that it i,; 110 lou~n n fort 11111 a prisun. 
Tlwugh Llie 24--fi,ut s<111are lower is s till in rp1itc go0tl u rnditi r111, •,1it !1 
th,: J.,,,pl111k$ in the wall s intac t, cnndr ts ·,,·e re l10u~•-·d in the fort 
from 1393 om ·;anb in a series of d nnu;tnri c;;. Tli l' ir 1111111hc r fl uc t11nted 
urer tl1c yearf', b eing '1-2 convi ct;; and si:,; warder;. in JB<)5, li11 1 01ilr 21 
r,onvicts by 1917. lt cca~c d to he a c1111Yic t stati on in the 1920~. 

This ex l'lains the anomal y of the old ruad. II had )we n th< '. :na in 
. suppl y line for the com·ict sl,1tinn, anJ was cons truclcrl , or al k-:1° 1. 
r enovat ed, by co11Yi et lal,our. It probably fell into Ji su~c whr.n tlic 
co nvic ts we re withrlr::iwn, an,I lia f' ),cc11 replaced by the road leading 

direc tly up from De Waal Drive. 
To /in•l the York Blockho11se (or th e <J11 cc11 '~ as it was lat er ca ll crl), 

yo u nrn!" t r e turn to th e ol,l Bloekho11~c Hnad. Jus t l,cfnrc it s j1111c1jon 
\,·ith the road from · De \Vaa l Drin· , it bends ca,- t11ard, lo r.0 11t o11r 
·01md a !Jullrc;,s : in tlw l,end, un the Cape Town ~i,fo 11f tl1<: J,utlrc~~, 
he vege tation is ;: plit l,y :1 na rrow p;1th which l111rrow-: it s way i: t, ·cpl y 
11• th !". ,-l,11• P- . A ,·,n11'I •: of l11111.Jred fr pt l1i g l1Pr. rlu: path l11·ar!' 111 tl1t\ 
~ft ancl leads 011111 a knnil c:oYcred wilh a den:-c thi<"k <" l .,f ,,·;• Ilk and 

inc. In the middl e uf thi s sta111ls Ili c Queen'~ illor.khow,,·. 

The l.ilockho11se is in a ruin c<l condition. A co11pl r. of th<! walls 
ill s tand, anci un th e te rrar,e i11 front of it, a ,li~mount, ·d -~a1111n11, 
:aring the dal e 175.S, lie f' rn~lin g. At the other rnd .,f th e- tnr,,r.e, 
dden by the thicket , is another 1755 can11011. i\lll1<111hh i~" !i1 ;1~.zle 
II pokei:: over the wall of the rcd<)l1bt, this ol,l·g1111 i,; rp1i1, • i111p t,:~nt, 

r it has been spiked. 
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Sudden I:, ) ,:11 •,,·i 11 r ,,m,. on a l\fahy tonih by tiw !'i ,lt' o f th'! mad. 
,\ f. ov,· tli•: s l11 1w-p:1,·k, ·d tomb st:111.Js a l'l•~l ~11 rrnnm1tc<l hy a woodf'n 
cre~cent, and a co l111:rcd doth flutt ers in the bret:1.c. \\' ho lirs buried 

in thi s ;;.no11ym,,us 101111,? 
Whe11 I traversc<l the route: in 1962 the road <legenera ted into a 

footpath, and finally disappeared under fallen trees and dense wattle. 
I was puzzle<l about the origin and purpose of thi '> road . An old 
picture gave me the answer. ll was• a water-colour sk etch Ly T hibault, 
done i11 1812; its !< 11hjcct was the Grand Parade, hlll Devil's Peak 
fi gu re, l in the hacki,;rounrl; what is more, a road along the slopes of 

· Dc,·il's Peak was clearly visible, and at the termination stood - a 

Llockho11sc! 
\Vli cn t!tc British captured the Cape in 1795, the defences of Cape 

Town were not put lo t hP, test, fo r the British h.t<l 011ly reached 
\\' ynl,r:rg ,l'h<'n tli c ~mrenrlcr was nego tiated . General Craig, who took 
over the ddcnccs, knew lie might have to ward off a French attack , 

so li e insl'ccte<l th r for tir1cati,H1~ carefully. 
Imme<liately h e p1:rce ivi,1l a Liaw in tit~ defences of Cape Town, for 

the French lim·s, whi~h l'rr1t cc ted the Castl,: from the south, ~topped 
short on the slopes of Dev il's Peak and could be Lypassed with ease 

by act i ,·c infa11I ry. 
Craig crccterl tli rr:e hluckhnu;;cs 01 1 I he slopes of the mountain 

al,ovc tlte French lines. They were callcJ rr~pcc tivcly the King's, 
Yor_k a!1ll Prince of Wales' hlockhouses, and were in the form of a 
tr iangle . At the apex, hi gh on the ridge of Devil's P eak was the 
1'. ing·s Ulockhou~c, the oth er two formin g the base, with the York 
1\l'arc~t Cape T own. In addition, Craig huilt a road from the town 

up t, , th e 1l()r.kho11 ~cs . 
\X'lictli cr the roa,l from Cape Town is the original one, I would 

11 n! li ke to !":1y, for the cl,arn.:cs are that Cra ig connected the block
hn11~r ·,- "·ith th e 1-'n ·nc :h li11 c,- whi c:h ran from Toll Ga te in \V,Jocl stock 
Ill' the ~10111:s. !11 Lirt, the rPa, l 111ay be on ly ,0 years ol,l, for a· 111ap 
of the 1890,; sho"·~ the roa(I to th e blockhouses marked as 'ca rri;ige
way in construction'. The rea~o n for th is will be evident in a moment. 

About l¼ miles from the start , the Illockhouse Road imdd i:: nly 
emerges on ,l broarl motor road, entering it at a hairpin bend in the 
latter. This is the pre~ent road from De Waal Drive to the King's 
Blockhouse, which is no lo11 ge r open to motor traffic. 
_ Take the upper (right) x;oad and follow it for about two miles across 5. 
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tlw , 1,-,·p ,rir,1111lai11 ~i,le 1111ti l ii rr-;1,·II<'~ l!lt' Ki11)!·" l\f,..-k. lt,,11,-r •. Tlw 
road winds ar·ri, -s th•· l,1111.-.. ~~1 ·, . l'Cl":- i11g 0111' lurn-utr lo tlw ri1,: l1t 
(\,hid1 c:011nr('I!< wi th TufelJ,,.rg Hna il) and, after :mother li;,1i r;1i11 lw11d, 
tra vels bc1r:k along the slope for rp:ite a di~tance, lwfon · arri\·ing at 
the blockhouse. 

Unti l recently a fore~ler's tlwelli11g, r.rectc,l in 1893, sioo, I just 
below the King's nlockhouse ; today it has lJcen demolished, kaving 
only a memorial plaque lo tlw original forester, Frank Jarman, wliich 
reads: 

' he found tlie!>e barren stony slopes treeless, an< l left tli cn1 covered 
with forest'. 

The early fort'~lry cultivation wag all done with the ai,l of conv ic t,; . 
If you enter the Kin g's Ulockho11se, which was ,kr,brc,~ au I lisluri,·:1l 
Monument in 1936, yon wi ll fin,l that iL is 110 long,'. r a fort l111I a pri~un. 
Tliuu;;h the 24-fl •ot scp1are :ower is still in f]llit c good conditi r>1 1. \1i,!1 
tlt,: lonpl1 <1 l1::s in the wal ls intact, cn nvi (' lS we re liousPd in tlic forl 

from 1893 om ·.-a rc l:s in a se ri es of dorn1itnrics. Tlu·ir 1111111hcr flu ctuntc r.1 
01·er tlic year~, h cing 1~2 convicts and six warder,; in JB1)S, l111L 01ilr :Zl 
conv icts by 1917. It cea~erl lo he a c1111\'i c1. stati on in tlt c l <):20~. 

TJ,i, ex l'lains the ano111aly of th e old road. ft had IH'C II the'. rna i11 
sul'ply line for the couvict stat ion, antl was co 11slruclcrl, or at lc:a• t 
renovated, by convict lal,our. It prouaLly fell into Jisuse whr:11 tl, e 
co nvicts were withdrawn, an,[ ha !< J, ceu replaced l1y the road lcaJing 
di rectl y 11 p from De Waal 'Dr ive. 

To fin,! the York Bl ockhrlll,;e (o r the f)11 een' :, as iL was lat er c:.llt:rl), 
you m11sl. return to th e ol,l Glock ho11 sc Hoad. J11 st hefnre it s j1111,;tj" 11 
,,-ith the r11;ir l fr11m -Oe \Vaa l Drin ·, it liends C'a st 11 ,m l. to r:o nln11r 
ro11 11d a lrnttre~cs : in 111" li r 11rl. Oil th e Cape T own ~i,fo (I r tli ,: l111ltre-~, 
the vegetat io n i.~ ~plit liy a narrow 11;1th which ln1r roll's it~ way s lc·r 11l y 
Ill' the sl11pc. :\ ,·011pl•· of' h1111dred r,• r t l1i glwr. 1'11: path lir-ar~ 111 ! '1 1) 
kft ancl leads c,n t, > a k1wil covered wi th a cl en,c thil'kl' t ,,[ w;1il k a 11 d 

pine. In the middl e of this stands the Queen'~ Bi or:khoww, 
The blockl10 11se is in a ru ined condition. A cou plr. of the wall,; 

sti ll stand, and on the terrai::c in front of it, a ili smo1111t• ·tl -~a1111n11 , 
bearin g the <late 1755, lies rusting. At ~he other n11I .,f I lie t,; rract~, 

hidden hy the thicket , is another 1755 cam w11 . i\ltho11gh i! 0
, :H,1ule 

st ill pokes over the wall of the redoubt, thi s ol,l-g1111 is rp1i1.,• i1,1pr1:~nt, 
fur it has been spiked. 
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Tn r":wli : !,r Pr inr e of \\"a i,,,· rc-d1111l,1. taki: tlw main forr~lr, ro.lfl 
,~!:id, lead , down frnrn I he old lllockhnn ~e H0acl. It !wads ,-o,;th {,,r 
u l:ttlc di,t.uwr, l,efnre turnin g al u hairpin henrl n;i,l ckscending 
towards tl, c Fore!'try Station a mile or so below. Soon you will spot 
another rnad, t11nii11g off at a sharp angle and lc:HJ.ing l"outh. 

This h : lt'r .i" th•! _roa,l to the Prince of \'\ 'ales' hlockhou;ae , and ii. 
contuurE round scn·ra l Lullresscs before it emerges from the trees 
01110 open hill~ide. Dcl~w, you can see the twin channels of De Waal 
Drive, over which crawls a constant stream of traffic. The rpad leads 
down towar<ls the Drive, an,J ends at the redoubt, which can he identi
fier! by th ~ d1inmcy of a rlcrelict house 1•oking through the tall 
vegetation. 

The Prince of \Vales' hlockhouse inay prove a cli sappointment lo 
you, since t l:e hlockhouse was demolished in 1926 ·and all that rema:ns 
is the ruin of some buildings and a st<me terrace. On this terrace lies 
n dismounted cannon of 1782 vintage, defaced hy countless names, 
so me painted nn it in gaudy colour1', others carved into the very metal. 

.T,1 ~1. hdnw the tnrace you will filld· somc sleps leading to a tren ch 
with two low concre te slructnres. These arc gun emplacements, 
looking out over Table Bay. Both gun sites are overgrown and cannot 
have been u~ed for many years. It would be interesting to know just 
when they were creeled, and lo deal with what enemy. 

From t li e Prinrc, 0f Wnlcs' reclnubt a Iii ti c footpath leads north
wards alon g the f' lol'c, for al JO ut a quarl cr mile, lo end at the point 

· wlwrc lhc forc-~lry roa,l emerges ont o De Waal Drive. 
A permit "·ill h e required for I hi s walk, as it lies almost entirely 

in the forest. The walk, in cluding trips to all three blockhouses, 
<:oYcr,: a di ~tance of :IJ1proxi111atcly Re ven miles. 

For anyone inl i: rcslccl in :-eeing one of the fortifie.itious without 
cmliarkin~ 011 an extended walk, the Prince of Wal es' Tedoubt is 
ideal, for it lies ouly a quarter-mile from De Waal Drive, along an 
easy path. 

. .,.: .., 
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Part of hastily built 
1781 deferlce . line 

TOLL GATE is now synonymous with the City Tramways bus 
depot and offices at Sir Lowry Road, Woodstock. Here, at the 
turn of the 18th century stood the City Gates. \ 
A toll was taken ror those 

passing through the gates 
Into the city. Flocks o! 
sheep were levied a.t 2d per 
head, a. horse and cab a.t 9d 
and a heavy horse or ox 
wagon paid a toll o! six 
shillings. 

The toll system came 
from Europe. The money col

. J. , lected was used for building _,,.,, . ,,:--- t· 
:· .. , ":' ' .' "-·•· - a.nd ma intaining roads. 

f 
Other toll gates existed, 1n-

. . . ~ !'. / l eluding t~e one in Ba.In's __ 
'. · ·c:. • · Kloo! Pass. The original 
'"••·::, .·o:·•"i' - ,' · lron gates at Woodstock 
·•.• . ', ~-~-- .. ·: . . . . 
{ ~- •,~:<~·.k '- •·· r • . : were bought by Cecil 
./~, :\~-:~f ;t_: ~ .; : :.~·-: _. ~ Rhodes. 

' ;~ · •• . · • l. In Trafalgar Park, oppo-
. -. ""~' ·· ·• 1 lte Toll Gate, stands the 

grand Victorian bandstand, 
(alas - no longer used) on 
the r ight stands a sight to 
delight any child - a real 
tort with cannons. 

!The French Redoubt, also 
~ known a.s the Central or 

Frederick William Redoubt, 
was part of the hastily con

·structed French line o! 
defence buil t by a. French 
garrison in 1781. 

The Dutch Ea.st India 
Company, expecting an at
tack by the British, realised 
they were extremely vulner
able overland !rom False 
Bay. They formed a. line o! 

state, ,a.nd after the British 
occupation in 1795 the con
necting earthworks were 
restored. The line fell into 
disuse in 1827 when orders 
were given to demolish the 
!oris. 

The French Red.:iubt has 
earth banks and a stone 
en tr a n c e. There Is a.n 
interesting structure in this 
!ort, a brick kiln-like chim
ney, a.bout which there ha.s 
been much speculation. 
Theories have ranged from 
this being a.n oven in which 
cannon • balls were heated 
·before being_. !ired at 
wooden ships, to the sugges
tion that this was a. minia
ture o a.st •ho u g e !or the 
making o! beer. 

. ·\ ( .. . . • . ' - . ,, 

\ THE kiln part _of the redoubt. Note how part of the base itas 

French Redoubt. The easi• 
, est en trance is from Searle 
~ S tr e e t to!f sir Lowr:~ 

· · Ruad). Pa.st the rather 

, four forts stretching from 
Fort Knokke <where Wood• 
stock Ra. 11 way Station 
s tands) to the slopes of 
De\-U's .. Peak. The other 
forts were the Hollandse 
Redoubt , and the Burger 
Redoubt. 

Al! !ma.ginatlve 11.S the sto
ries have been. it seems that 
this wa.s a brick-kiln used 
for the making o! bricks 
after the fort was demili 
tarised. The fort is a. Jittle-

1kno"'11 re l1c . . of the past, 
.-- · --: . -been built of stone. 

F'i v~ years after It was 
built the line wu in poor i;t.·ell worth a. visit. 

, 
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105. 

bY Sal.danbabBai is bevry en as gaste deur die Engelse ontvang. 

Op 24 Ju.lie het die v1oot weer vertrek en, · omdat by nie kans 

gesien bet om die Kaap aan te va1 nie, bet Johnstone die troepe 

,. na. India gestuur en die res van die v1oot . bet. hy terug na Europa 

geneem. Die Politieke Baad het hierdie "smerte11Jk berigt" met. 

groot. misnoee ontvang en het die saak in die hande van die 

independent. fiskaal Boers gestel om "exact onderzoek te doen of en , 
-! 
•: 

in hoe verre de meerm: scheepsoverheeden hunl: pligt behoorl.ijk . ;, 
19) t 

bebben opgevolgd" en, indien hulle skuldig bevind word, sou hulle [ 
t 

voor dia Raad van Justisie gedaag word. In sy rapport het Boers r; 
;, 

verlclaar dat. a1 die skippers beha1we die van die "Yidde1burg" htl11e ~. : · 
20) 

plig versuim het en dus "actionabel." was. Die skuldiges is dan 

ook alma1 later uit die !:ompanJie se diens ontslaan • . .. ;... . 

Die ekspedisies van Johnstone en De Suffren was . _'n aanduiding 

van die strategiese be1ang van die Kaap wat ook ander moondhede 

~- -

~' 
~ .. 
, ~ 11 

~ ' n 
qegin insien bet en die Kompanj ie het met meer 1Y8f as ooit te werk :·· · 

gegaan om die behotid van die Ka.ap te verseker. Die Ks.apse !' 

gamiaoen was onvoldoende en in die buiteland is huurtroepe deur 

die Kompanjie in diens geneem~ Die . Regiment van Pondicherry wat 

in Junie 1781 op De Suf:f'ren se vloot was, het aan die Kaap gebly · 

vir die duur van die oor1og. Hulle het gestaa.n onder bevel van 

Kolonel Conway, is deur die Franse regering besoldig en is in 

April, 1784 na Mauritius verskeep • 

In Mei1 1782 kom 'n t.weede Franse regiment. die "Regiment. van 
21) 

Luxemburg" by die Kaap aan. Hoewel bulle in ?rankryk 

19) Res. C.73 - 3 Aug.,1781. 
20) Res. C.73 - 9 0kt.;1781. 

21) Dagregister - 20 Mei, 1782. 
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gerekrUteer was, is hulle deur die KompanJie besoldig. · Hulle is 

in Feb.11783 na. Oeilon verpl.aas en hulle plek aan die Kaap is gewl 

deur die Swi tserse Regiment van Meuron. Genoemie regiment het tot 

lank na die vrede nog aan die Kaap vert.oet' en is eers in 1788 na 

Colombo verskeep. In 1783 is die Franse Regiment van Waldener 

uitgestuur en, nadat die vir •n tydjie aan die Kaa.p aangehou is, 

is hu.l.l.e na Batavia afgestuur. Behalwe die troepe is ook Franse 

1.Dgeni~urs uitgestuur wat moea help in die optrek van vestingwerke. 

Die regiment van Pondicherry onder Kolonel. Conway het dadel.ik begin 

om •n wa1 _ tussen f'ort. de Knokke en Duiwelskop op te werp. Met 

behulp van hierdie wal.. of' .. "Retranchement" .moes •n- vyand wat van · 

Simonstad kom, af'geweer word. In die linie is drie batt~1'e 

geplaas nl. die •~01 Jand", "Centre" en "Burger" redoute. Die 

omgewing van Soutrivier was totnogtoe van geen batterye voorsien 

nie en 'n vyand kon makl ik in da.ardie deel land, want ten ooste van 

f'ort de Knokke was geen batterye nie. Om in hierdie leemte te 

voorsien, is in 1782 tussen f'ort de Knokke en Soutrivier voorlopig 

twee batterye opgewerp nl. die "Intermediare Battery" en die 
23) 

''llieuwe Battery". In dieself'de jaar is ook •n loopgraat' deur 

die Franse gegrawe tussen die K1ipkuilen en die Kerkhoven. 

In _Roggebaai bet hulle twee batterye die 0 L9.age Battery" en die 

"Hooge Bat.tery0 opgewerp. Die doel hiermee was om die strand 

tussen die Ka steel en Roggebaai te beheers, want. deur middel van 

hulle regterf'l.ank kon daar 'n kruisvuur met .die linkerf'lank. van 

Battery Imhoff' verkrY word, Die Franse het groot waarde geheg aan 

22.) Botha _C.G., Early Military Defences of 'the Cape. 

23) Rapport van Gilquin en Thibault, Res. 3 - 1792. 
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aan die oprig van vestiDgwerke en, waar nie tyd was vir hegte 

vestingwerke nie is daar tydelike f'ortif'ikasies wat net vir die 

1r: 
~ .· 

duur van die oor1og moes dien, opgerig. Onder die batterye wat 1n I· 
hierdie tyd opgerig is, is Die Uouille Battery, Heine Battery (1779)i 

24) . I 
Gordon, Batterye aan Kampsbaai, in die Cloof' ens. · f · 
Die Franse is met die versterking van die Kaap gehelp deur die 

t 

t 
. . 

inwoners wat in hierdie verband baie -ywer aan die dag gel& het. 

Le Vaillant dink "het was inderdaad een bewonderenswaardig 

schouwspel die groote menigte te zien, die, met schoppen en spaden . ~ ! 

f 
en diergeliJke werktuigen op hunnen schouder 's morgens in order 

25) 
de stad uittroklten en vrolijk aan het werk gangen." Hoewel d.ie -~ . 

ywer later verkoel bet, is tog baie gedoen om die Kolonie teen 

vyande te beveilig. Van Ta:f'elberg tot by Valsba.ai was die weg 

beset met klein skanse en die pad van Houtbaai na die Kaap was 
26) 

deurkruis deur 'n menigte loopgrawe. / 

Die burgers van die buitedistrikte het ook hulle deel bygedra 

om die Kaap te beveilig. 'n Aantal. uit elke distrik moes ma.andeli 

Kaap-toe kom om daar die piketwag te kom hou en, sodra die sein

skote gedoen sou word, moes elke weerbare man sig na die Kaap 

. begeei-. Die inwoners van die Kaap moes dan die pikette en ander 

J urgers van die buite-distrikte by hulle aan huis neem volgens 'n 

skema deur die regering opgetrek. Daar is egter geen verskil 
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24) Sien, , verder Roux, P .E., Die Verdedigingstelsel •••• p. p.14 18. .i 

25) Le Vaillant, · Reize in die Binnelanden van A:frika •••• p.XlV. 
\ 

- ' 'l' 
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26) Le Vaillant, Reize in die Binnelanden van A:frika •••• p.p.XV-XVl. · .'J 
I . 
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V1 - Die Franse Rewolu.sie. 

Die voorgenome aanslag van Engeland op die Kaap het groot 

0ngemak in Nederland veroorsaak en verontrustend ingewerk op .die ------gemoedere van die direkteure van die Nederlands--Oos-Indie~s\e 

Kompanjie. Die sluiting van die vrede van Versailles het, anders 

asr orige vredes, geen verslapping aan die Kaap gebring nie. 

Gordon, hoof van die milisie het Mort na die vrede die verdedings-
•· 

werke van die kolonie deeglik ondersoek en 'n 

over den staat van defensie van Cabo de Goede 

"Beredeneerde Memorie 
1) 

Hoop" opgetrek. 
.. ·.·; .~ :f. ~ 

Hy beveel hierin aan dat die verdedigingswerke sodanig moet wees 

dat die kolonie sonder vreemde hulp •n vyand kon weerstaan • . Die 

verdediging van enige plek hang af van sy vertingwerke en artillerie, 

van die aantal en deugsaamheid van die militere asook van die 
. . 

geograf'iese toestand van die J.and. Dit.. natuurlike verdediging van 

die Kaap is die see, die klipperige strand waar nie orals geland 

- kon word nie en die heersende winde wat Ta.£elbaai in die winter ia 

onveilig naak. Tenspyte hiervan is daar tog verskeie baaie waar 

'n vyand kan land en daarom moes dit met kunsmatige vestingwerke 
◄'·· 

versterk word. Die vaarde van die bestaande vestingwerke was in 
-.. 

die algemeen gering en baie daarvan was fei tlik waardeloos • 

Die getal artilleriste was erg onvoldoende en die krygsvoorrade 

was ook ontoereikend. Artilleriste moet betyds gekies word, want dit 
,: _,.- ·, .. 

vereis behalwe oefening ook nog fi!\iese en morale kwaliteite by 

persone. Die Ka.apse garnisoen bestaan uit 'n bataljon van vyf'-honderc 

geoefende voetvolk en 'n regiment van el.f'-honderd Switserse soldate, 

l) Woordelike Afskrif'te ll7. 

vc.- (17 
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pie landm1J.isie tel ongeveer duisend man, naar voordat mens op 

kon reken, moet daar eers seker gemaak word dat hulle in 

geval van 'n aanval betyds aan die Kaap sal wees ,tn ·»ook of pulle 

l,a.Ilk genoeg daar kan bly. Daarom moes aan die Kaap huisvesting 

vir minstens ses-honderd kavallerie ingerig word. Bebalwe die 

vestingwerke wat reeds aan die Kaap was, moes nog verskeie ander 

opgerig_ word, veral om die kuslyn in die omgewing van Tafelbaai -te versterk t.w. _by Kampsbaai en Roggebaai en dan ook die kuslyn 

van Valsbaai by Simonsbaai en Muisenb(rg. Houtbaai was 'n nuttige 

~ ba.ai want ,_<iaar kon sander om· groat -.: onkoste _te maak - slegs twee 

· batterye ~-twaal.t KompaDj ie' s-skepe beskerm word. 

_ Naby .Soutrivier· tussen die Kaapse _vlakte en die voet van 

Duiwelsberg moes 'n "capitaal fort . van sea RoiJale Bolwerken" 
2) 

opgerig word om die kommunikasie met die binneland te versek~. 

Hierdie fort was, hoewel geisoleerd tog noodsaakl.ik omdat die . 

Goede Hoop, in 'n kom tussen-heuwels en berge, l.e, waardeur die : 

beste vestingwerke beheers word. 

Die aantal troepe wat nodig was om die Ka.ap te verdedig __ op 

die oomblik voordat die aanbevole fortifikasies voltooi is, is 

ongeveer ses-duisend. Hierdie getal kon maklik aan die Kaap gekry 

word deur die troepe wat India moet verdedig a.an die Kaap op te 

lei. Wanneer die aa.nbevole fortifikasies egter kl.aar is, sal 'n 

garnisoen van drie-l.duisend inf'anterie, twee-honderd dragonders 

en vyf-honderd artilleri:- te genoeg wees om die kolonie met sukses 

te verdedig. 

2) Beredeneerde Memorie over den staat van defensie van Cabo de 
Goede Hoop - V.C.117. 
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Gordon se rapport was slegs een van •n aantal wat. in die 

t,agt.iger Jare uit.gebring is i.v.m. die verdediging van die Kaap. 

In 1788 is •n Militere Kommissie uit. Nederland gest.uur en hulle 

het. die verdedigingst.elsel van die kolonie geinspekt.eer. Hulle 

het. andermaal wenk:e tot. verbetering aan die hand gedoen, aaar 

moes t.ot hulle t.eleurstelling in 1792 by hulle t.erugkoms vind, 
3) 

dat. hulle aanlevelings nie uitgevoer is nie. 

Dit:was ongetwy:f'eld teleurstellend vir -Here XVll dat die 

kolonie waar reeds so baie aan verdedigingswerke spandeer is, in 

so •n .swak staat. van verdediging was, veral op •n t.ydstip toe 

die Kompanjie reeds onder •n sware skuldlas gebuk gegaan bet.. 

Bulle was ma nietemin vasbeslote om die Kaap so veel as .. di t in 

hu1le vermoe waste versterk. Goewerneur Van Ple11tenberg is 

I ' 

'' : j 

l 
herroep en 'n militer van hoe aansien in die -persoon van luitenant.- ~-

. } ,f 
kolonel Jacob van de Graaf':t: is in 1785 na die Kaap gestuur. H . ~1 

-j ---
het dadelik begin met die oprig van nuwe verdedigingswerke en 

i 'n hospi taal. In hierdie ~~ is die Amsterdam. battery opgerig op 

' " , die pl.ek waar die battery genoem •s Heeren Hendriks Kinderen" 
( . 

1 was, en 'n tweede bastion, Coehoorn" is opgerig in die ProJect. 
4) 

Retranchement tussen _9ie Kasteel en Duiwelskop. In die volgende 

jare is ook Simonsbaai met twee batterye "Boetselaar" en "Zoutman" 

versterk, en teneinde Hout.baai vir akepe te beveilig, is drie 

batterye "Sluysken", "Gordon" en "Klein Gibraltar" daar opgerig. 

~ die ammunisie te verbeter, is proef'nemings met gloeiende koeels 

3) Memorien van <den Gouverneur van de Graaff p.p. 22 , 24. 
217.., ,y,I .,,,, 

~ 4)Theal G.Mcc, History of S.A. before 1795, vol.lll, p.-239-.~ -

• l 
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gemaak want. bulle bet gemeen dat. dit. doelt.rettender was as 

gewone koellls. 

Here XVll bet. nou ook bealuit. om •n gereelde garnisoen van 

twee-dulsend man aan die 1:aap t.e st.asioneer. Om genoeg rekrut.e 

te kry wat deeglik geoef'en is, veral by die artll1erie moes 

Van de Graaf'f' •n milit.3re kweekskool aan die Kaap oprig~ .- Die 

skool moes ook rekrut.e vir die Indiese garnisoene werf en hulle 

moes aan die f.aap opgelei word om t.erselt'dertyd aan die -verandering 
6) 

van k.l.imaat. gewoon t.e raak. 

Die Kaapse regering bet.· nou ook doelbewuat.e pl:og_ing aangewend 

om die kolonie van ondergrawende elemente t.e suiwer ... · -Die Franse 
. C . 

was ;mget.wyf'eld goed ingelig omtrent. die militere gesteldheid van 

die Kolonie en indien hulle die Kaap -sou aanval,- sou hulle op die 

swakste punte van die verdediging konsent.reer. : Maar ook die 

t?·: 
> ~ I 

~)! 
:.f; :~\1 

' : '[f; 
. JJ f 

.'~ ' 
' !~[. 

Engelse -ambisie hat die kolonie begin bedreig. In l.785 het •n ' ~ · · 'fj; 
daad v~ die Engelse die regering groot angeira~ besorg. \n Ret.oerski~ !)' 

· bet gedurende Mei-naand in St..Francisba.ai geland en bonderd siekes j "l,: 
-~ ,. 

aan wa1 gebring. ?':'er«yl die skip gerepareer is, en verversings -~~,:,:,-_~:'j 

ingeneem het., het. verskeie milit3re beamptes oor land na Kaapstad ~ _ 

gereis· en daar is beweer dat. hulle op weg die land in besonderhede 

verken het.. Die Polit.ieke Raad bet hierdie daad in 'n ernstige lig I ~ : Ii I ; 
beskou en bes1uit. dat. dit "van •t aller uyt.t.erste gewigt., voora1 ;; ' 

in de presente conjuncture van t.ijden voorquam, dat in voorsz: ~· J 
Mossel - Plet.t.enbergs - St.b-anciscus - ~ a la goabaaiJ suf'ficiente ·lf f,j : 
militaire detacbementen wierden gelegd." 

6) Inkomende Briewe C.470. 
' ! I 

7) Res. c. 77 - 17 Junie.._ 1785. 
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By Dr. G. M. THEAL. 

THE NEW AND GREATLY ENLARGED EDITION OF THE HISTORY OF 
AFRICA SOUTH OF THE ZAMBESI FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES 
TO A.O. 1884 consists of the following volumes : 

1. ETHNOGRAPHY AND CONDITION OF SOUTH AFRICA DEFORE 
A.O. 15011. 

THE BARBARIAN PERIOD, In one volume. Second Edition. ' 

HISTORY OF AFRICA SOUTH OF THE ZAMBESI FROM HiOG TO 1795. 
THE PORTUGUESE AND DUTCH PERIODS. In three volumes. 

2. Vol. I. HISTORY OF THE PORTUGUESE IN SOUTH AFIUCA FROM 

1505 TO 1795. Fourth Edition . 
J, Vol. II. FOUNDATION OF THE CAPE COLONY BY THE DUTCH EAST 

INDIA CoMPANY. Third Edition. 
4. Vol. III. CoNTINUATI0N OF THE HISTORY UNTIL THE ColiQUEST 

OF THE COLONY BY THE BRITISH IN 1795. Third Edition. 

HISTORY OF AFRICA SOUTH OF THE ZAMBESI FROM 17911 TO 1872, 
THE ENGLISH PERIOD, In five volumes. 

5. Vol. I. THE CAPE CoLONY FROM 1795 TO 1828. The Zulu Wars 
of Devastation, and the formation of new Bantu Communities, 
Fourth Editi011. 

6. Vol. II. THE CAPE CoLONY FROM 1828 TO 1846, NATAL FRON 
1824 TO 1845, AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE EMIGRANT FARMERS 
FRON 1836 TO 1847. Fourth Edition. 

7. Vol. III. THE CAPE CoL0NY FROM 1846 TO J86o, NATAL FRON 
1846 TO 1857, BRITISH }UFFRARIA FROM 1847 TO 186o, AND THI!. 
ORANGE RIVER SOVEREIGNTY AND THE TRANSVAAL REPUBLIC 
FROM 1847 TO 1858. Fourth Edition. 

8. Vol. IV. Coulinuation of U,e above. Seco1«l Edition . 
9. Vol. V. Conclusion of the above and yery copious Index. 

HISTORY OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM 1872 TO 1884. 
THE BEGINNING OF THE HOME RULE PERIOD. In two volumes. 

JO, PROGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
11. WARS WITH THE BANTU, 
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WITH MAPS AND PLATES 
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-238 History of the Cape Co/011,y. , [1786 

Jerymen at the Cape were as proficient in thei~ use · as 
any in the world. The system · of allowing soldiers to 
take temporary employment with farmers was continued, 
but this custom did not extend to engineei:s or gunners. 
It was very severely commented upon by critics such as 
Van Braam Houckgeest, who asserted that the officers 
regarded the money saved as their perquisite, and did 
not credit the Company ,vith it. This, · however, was 
almost certainly a gross exaggeration, 
. In the summer of 1787-8 the regiment of Wurtem
burg-a body of mercenary troops two thousand strong
arrived at the Cape to relieve the Swiss regiment of 
Meuron, which proceeded to Colombo. The garrison 
included also the national battalion, as it was called, 
under Colonel Gordon, about six hundred strong; and ' 
four hundred engineers and artillerymen. 

As landdrost of the new district, to the formation of 
which the directors had consented, on the 13th of Decem
ber 1785 the council of · policy appointed an old burgher 
resident in the village of Stellenbosch, named Maurits 
Herman Otto Woeke, who was believed to be a man of 
sound judgment. He was directed to make · a tour along 
the border, to select a site for his court, and to report 
fully to the counciL The district at the same time had 
the name Graaff.Reinet given t-0 it, in honour of the· 
governor and his lady. 

The boundaries were decided upon, but were not made 
known until the 19th of July 1786, when a placaat was 
published concerning them. They were : on the west 
the Little Lion river from its source in the Nieuwveld 
mountains to its junction with the Gamka, the Gamka 
to the Zwartebergen, the northern base of the Zwarte
bergen to the source of the Brak river, the Brak to its 
junction with the Gamtoos, and the Gamtoos to the sea; 
on the cast the Tark:a river, the Baviaans' tivc:r to its 
junction with the Fish, and the Fish river to the sea. 
On the north the boundary was undefined, the only fixed 

-1792] Corne/is Jacob van de Graaff. 239 

point being the beacon placed by Governor Van Pletten
berg on the bank of the Zeekoe river. 

,t\s the best site for · the public offices, Mr. Woeke 
· selected two farms near the source of the Sunday river, 

then in occupation of a burgher named Dirk Coetsee, who 
agreed to dispose of the buildings on them for about 
£530, and to accept land of equal extent elsewhere. 
This arrangement was ratified by the council. In July 
1786 a board of_ six heemraden was appointed, two of 
whom were thereafter to retire every year, and to be 
succeeded by others selected by the council of policy from 
a double nomination. The first members were_ Adriaan 
van Jaarsveld, David de Villiers, David Schalk van der 
Merwe, Andries Pieter Burger, Josua Joubert, and Jaco
bus Gustaf Triegard. In October the landdrost opened 
his court for the first time. 

Shortly afterwards a schoolmaster, who was also to 
act as a comforter of the sick · until the arrival of a 
clergyman, was sent to the new drostdy. In September 
1791 the directors engaged the reverend Jan Hendrik 
von Manger to minister to the people of Graaff-Reinet, 
but when he arrived in South Africa no instructions had 
been received concerning him, and the council therefore 
resolved to keep him in -Capetown until despatches should 
come to hand. l"hus he did not commence his duties 
until October 1792. Steps were taken, however, in antici
pation to establish a consistory at Graa,ff-Reinct, and on 
the 13th of March 1792 : the council approved of Marthi
nus Wessel Pretorius and Jan Jacobsen as elders, and 
selected from a double nomination Andries Pretorius and 
Barcnd Burger as deacons of the newly-formed congrega
tion. 

The district was of such immense extent that many 
of the parishioners oould only · atterid the services at very 
long intervals, some for in6tancc needing three weeks to 
a month for the journey to and from their homes. Mr. 
Von Manger considered he was fulfilling his duty if he 
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2·08 TRAVELS IN 

· and a long range of low buildings that were converted, . u~der 
the Engli!h government, into a general hofpital, with lodgings 
for the infpeltor, fiorekeeper, and apothecary to the forces. 

On the weft of the bay are t~ree {hong batteries at the points 
· K, L; M, the Rogge-bay battery, the 'Amfi_erdam battery,: ·and 

the Chavonne battery, the guns of which all bear direllly upon 
the an~borage. · At' N is alfo _a fmc11l battery; called the .Mouille, 
commanding the entrance ·of the bay; for all iliips, when :com

ing in, keep the point of the Mouille clofe on board/ and go 
out of the bay between -Robe~ Jfland and the ··continent.- · A 
little farther, at the point 0, where there is a-fmall fandy cov·e, 

a work was·thrown up with a few IJght guns ;nd a f~ri1ace for . 
heat1ng 'fuot, to prevent a landing -at ,- this -place, which ·they 
·have further .endeavoured ·to i~pede by fixing · th.ree· ~nchors 

.acrofs the inlet. - A very few iliot from one o·f our frigate~ foon, · 
· however; ·diflodged the enemy from this i~rk. '• .-_ ·,-· · ~-.-- , - · 

, - • - .,."""t . '"':~ • ... 

· At Camp's Bay, on the weftern coaft of the peninfula; there 
are alfo a ·rew fmall batt~ries, and a military poft on the height 
above it~ direll:ly between the Table Mount~in and the •Lion's 
Head. An' almoft perpetual furf rolls upon ·the· fandy beach of 
Camp•-s Bay, otherwife, this might be confidered as a very vul

nerable point. An army landing here; and at Three Anchor 
Bay; might take the . town and all the batterie~ in their ·rear, or, 
which -would frill be more important, might-;- get ·poffeffiori 1 of 
the Lion"'15 Rump at F; from whence, with a few howitz.ers~ ·the· 

. town and citadel, and the fl:rong batteries on the weft fide of 

Table Bay, would be completely cofnm~nded • . And ·this ~hill 
· has 


