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Introduction 

The farm Vrede en Lust is situated at the junction of the secondary road linking Klapmuts to 

Somondium and the R45 linking Paarl and Franschhoek. The farm is situated within the Cape 

Winelands Cultural landscape, which has been nominated by SAHRA as a Grade 1 Heritage 

site in 2005 (Government Gazette 27614, No 516) (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1: Location map (1:50 000 topographical map 3318DD). 

This report was requested in the Record of Decision issued by the South African Heritage 

Resources Agency (SAHRA) on 8 April 2011. The Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) is 

to form part of the full Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) which was requested in the same 

RoD. The proposal includes the rezoning of a portion of the farm from Agricultural Zone 1 to 

Reszort Zone 1 (legalise the existing guesthouse situated in the historic homestead) and 

proposed to build a small conference facility as part of the new guesthouse (Figure 2). 

Methodology 

The proposed site of the new conference facility has been terraced and is presently under 

lawn with surrounding gardens. The surrounding area was therefore inspected including the 

edge of the vineyards and the vineyards themselves. However, visibility remained fairly low 

owing dense vegetation.  



 

Figure 2: Location of the new proposed guesthouse and conference facility (NID submitted to 

SAHRA WC February 2011). 

Historic overview 

Vrede-en-Lust forms part of a group of farms granted to French Huguenots at the end of the 

17
th
 century (1694) along the road from Klapmuts to Simondium, which includes Donkerhoek, 

Fredericksburg, La Motte and Plaisier de Merle. As the history and context of the of the farm 

will be dealt with in the HIA, it will not be discussed further. 

Results 

The roads between the vineyards are well-established, building rubble having been used to 

stablilize the natural soil. Only two stone artefacts were found;  a quartz core and a quartz 

‘knife’ with a single retouched edge, possibly dating to the MSA. The provenance of these 

pieces is uncertain, as it is possible that they were brought in with the building rubble. 

Historic artefacts ranging from 18
th
/early 19

th
 century Asian porcelain to 19

th
 century refined 

earthenwares and stoneware were observed, as well as a portion of a clay tobacco pipe on 

the edge of the vineyard, close to the proposed new conference facility (Figure 3).  

Table 1: Artefact occurences recorded during the course of the site inspection. 

Label Artefact type ELEVATION Longitude Latitude Position 

1 Asian Porcelain 151.7727051 18.95329247 -33.83887919 S33 50.333  
E18 57.198 

2 Artefact scatter 152.0130615 18.9525661 -33.83938017 S33 50.363  
E18 57.154 

3 Artefact scatter 152.4936523 18.952607 -33.83916677 S33 50.350  
E18 57.156 

4 Bottle 152.2532959 18.95257641 -33.83909963 S33 50.346  
E18 57.155 

5 Quartz core 146.2452393 18.95322642 -33.83897742 S33 50.339  
E18 57.194 



6 Quartz knife 150.5710449 18.95259216 -33.83931488 S33 50.359  
E18 57.156 

7 Refined earthenware 150.0904541 18.9530095 -33.83927607 S33 50.357  
E18 57.181 

8 Refined earthenware 155.8582764 18.9529691 -33.83933055 S33 50.360  
E18 57.178 

9 Refined earthenware 149.3693848 18.95285326 -33.83929878 S33 50.358  
E18 57.171 

10 Refined earthenware 153.4549561 18.95285779 -33.83926157 S33 50.356  
E18 57.171 

11 Refined earthenware 156.3389893 18.95252016 -33.8390164 S33 50.341  
E18 57.151 

12 Refined earthenware 153.4549561 18.95259275 -33.83915562 S33 50.349  
E18 57.156 

13 Refined earthenware 153.4549561 18.9525329 -33.83940096 S33 50.364  
E18 57.152 

14 Stoneware 154.4162598 18.95266098 -33.83933416 S33 50.360  
E18 57.160 

 

 

Figure 3: Distribution of artefacts scatters as well as track of area inspected. 

Conclusions and recommendations 

Stone age archaeological visibility is low, suggesting a low prehistoric potential. However, the 

archaeological collections at the museum at the nearby Solms-Delta, suggests that the 



prehistoric history of the Berg River valley/Franschhoek area is high. It is possible that once 

the top soil has been removed from the proposed site, that deep excavations may expose 

prehistoric material. It is recommended that the foundation trenches be inspected in the event 

that prehistoric stone artefacts are exposed. 

The historic archaeological visibility is high in the area surrounding the site of the proposed 

conference facility. Given the age of the homestead, it is not unexpected and it is possible 

that a household midden disturbed by ploughing action may be the source of the materlal. It is 

recommended that the foundation trenches be inspected and should any features or 

household middens be exposed, that they be recorded and samples. 

With regards to any alterations or disturbance of the floor surfaces e.g. the excavations of 

service trenches within the historic werf should be monitored and any historic material 

uncovered in these trenches recorded.  
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