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Report on activities 

Excavations were conducted for approximately one month at a time over four consecutive years 

from 2015 to 2018. In general, there were six people excavating at any given time. Team 

members included Lyn Wadley, Lucinda Backwell, Christine Sievers, Justin Bradfield, Paloma 

de la Peña, Dominic Stratford (University of the Witwatersrand), Ghilraen Laue (KwaZulu-

Natal Museum), Francesco d’Errico and William Banks (CNRS, University of Bordeaux). 

Excavations were conducted using pastry brushes, puffers and pans. All excavated material is 

housed in the Evolutionary Studies Institute at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, where it is curated by Dr. Bernhard Zipfel.  

 

Specimens are recorded by total station number, and if smaller than 2 mm by bucket point 

number according to x, y and z coordinates. Attached is the entire database of specimens 

retrieved and their coordinates (File 1). BO stands for bone, LI lithic, BL burnt lithic, OC ochre, 

SH shell, SD seed, WO wood, OES ostrich eggshell, TP topographic point, BK bucket point. 

Specimens are assigned to a member (following Beaumont’s stratigraphic interpretation) and 

a layer, identified by its Munsell colour, texture and a person’s name. Five tomato-size boxes 

of bone were retrieved, four of charcoal and five of lithics. Shoe-size boxes have been collected 

of ochre, shell, seeds and grass bedding. All finds are kept in ziplock bags that record the 

specimen number, type, excavator, date, square and layer. Eleven 1 m quadrants were 

excavated in total. Volume in litres removed from each square is provided by year in an 

attached table (File 2). A photographic record of excavation activities for each year is provided 

in an attached file (3). Digital copies of worksheets, notebooks and profile drawings by year 

are attached in separate files (4, 5, 6). A detailed report on activities conducted during the 

first three years is provided in an attached article in press in the Journal of Field 

Archaeology (File 7a, b). Three conference abstracts are attached (File 8a, b, c, d). 

 

Site management and conservation between field seasons was carried out by Len van 

Schalkwyk. Site closure entailed stabilizing sections with sandbags and wooden boards and 

covering the entire excavation area with geotex, photographs of which are recorded at the end 

of the 2018 field season (File 3).  

 

The curator of the museum, Olga Vilane, is also the guide for the site, and we are in regular 

contact with her. We have given her four months of training at Border cave involving 

recognition and identification of bones, teeth, stone tools, ochre and seeds, as well as curation 



of archaeological materials. She will be kept up-to-date regarding the outcomes of our research 

programme. When we excavated at Border Cave, we always interacted with the local 

community and spread the word about the importance of Border cave as a heritage resource 

and potential resource for economic development in the area. During our Border cave 

campaign, we sponsored an essay competition on heritage at a local school, to which we also 

donated a laptop. We spoke on heritage at a school and community centre (most recently at a 

gathering sponsored by the Methodist Bishop for southern Africa, Bishop Dinis Matsolo) and 

met with the local community leaders. We have given guided tours for school groups at Border 

cave, most notably in 2018 to 30 orphan girls from the Ingwavuma area of KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

I have applied for export permits for four pieces of agate, 22 pieces of Achatina shell and 11 

pieces of bovid and equid tooth enamel for dating and await the outcome. See attached 

spreadsheet and images of the relevant specimens and their provenance (File 9a, b, c, d). They 

are intended for dating by Dr. Chantal Tribolo, Université Bordeaux, France. 

 

In 2018 we arrived at the site to find that a large and deep pit ~1 m2 had been dug at the back 

of the cave in approximately square P24, where the north and east walls meet in Beaumont’s 

excavation 3A. See our publication Figure 1 in File 7b. We filled it in with the sediment that 

had been removed and closed it with sand bags and immediately informed James van Vuuren, 

Deputy Director: Support, Technical, IT at Amafa / Heritage KwaZulu Natali.   

This document is accompanied by two memory sticks containing the following nine files:  

File 1. Border cave data 2015-18.xlsx 
File 2. Border cave volume sediments.xlsx 
File 3. Photographs 
File 4. Worksheets 
File 5. Notebooks 
File 6. Profile drawings 
File 7. Publication Journal of Field Archaeology 
File 8. Conference abstracts 
File 9. Export permit pending 
 
Please note that File 3c and File 3d (photographs) are on a second memory stick because of the 
large file sizes.  
 

I trust that this report meets with your approval. Please do not hesitate to contact me should 

you require any further information.  



I would like to take this opportunity to thank Amafa-AkwaZulu Natali for allowing me to 

excavate the site and for assistance with the process. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Lucinda Backwell 

 


