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Uitkyk, built in 1788, is one of the last remaining buildings of its kind. It was 
recently restored by Distillers as a function and wine tasting venue. 





Historical Background to Uitkyk 

With the exception of Alphen and Vredenhof, Uitkyk is the only remaining 
double-storeyed flat-roofed 18th century country house existing in its 
original form. 

The house was built in 1788 during the ownership of lohan David Beyers, to 
whom the property had been transferred by Martin Melck, Beyers's father
in-law. It is interesting that Uitkyk bares a strong similarity to the Martin 
Melck House in Strand Street, Cape Town, and could have been designed 
by the same hand, namely that of 1 C Herzendosch. Anton Anreith is likely 
to have been responsible for the extraordinary neo-classical front door at 
Uitkyk, the design of which is picked up in the wall paintings. 

Distillers took ownership ofUitkyk in 1983 . 

Distillers' Restoration of Uitkyk, 1994 

Historians had believed that the house was originally built as a single storey, 
the first floor being added at a later stage. Because of the unexpected 
proportions of the facade, it was also thought that the first floor casement 
windows had replaced earlier sash windows. Removal of the external plaster 
during the restoration revealed that the building was however double storey 
from the beginning, and that casement windows were originally used. The 
restoration of the building as one of Distiller's function venues and as a 
venue for wine-tasting has ensured Uitkyk's future as a national cultural 
asset for future generations. 

Distillers has also carried out recent restoration on its historical property, Le 
Bonheur, and intends to continue with further phases of restoration on the 
Uitkyk werf. 

Wall Paintings in the Cape 

Little today is known or has been written about wall paintings in the Cape. 
In 1981, Dr Hans Fransen noted in his book, "Drie Eeue Kuns in Suid 
Afrika" that decorative friezes were popular in the late eighteenth century, 
while full wall decoration such as that found at Libertas was more popular 
during the nineteenth century. At Uitkyk the full-scale wall treatment dates 
from the late eighteenth century. It was over-painted by a number of later 
simpler schemes. 

The paintings uncovered at Uitkyk may be compared to those at Libertas -
apparently painted by Jan Adam Hartmann who has also been accredited 
with the paintings at Koopmans de Wet. Although there is a growing 
awareness of the existence of wall paintings in historical houses where 
original plaster is still in tact, there has been little opportunity to uncover full 
mural wall decorations such as those at Uitkyk - due partially to the expense 
involved. 





Motivation for the Nomination 

Distillers Corporation Limited has recently completed the uncovering and 
restoration of early wall paintings discovered in the entrance hall of the 
historic property, Uitkyk, during general restoration of the building which 
took place in 1994. The process of uncovering the wall paintings has been 
painstaking and meticulous. The result, after three years of work, is an 
extraordinary example of late 18th century Cape wall decoration of 
unsurpassed quality. 

The paintings, which were discovered below fifteen later layers of paint, 
belong to the original decoration of the homestead which was completed 
more than 200 years ago. The paintings are part of a composition based on 
the four seasons and make use of neoclassical elements such as paterae, 
swags, ribbons and trompe l'oeil treatments. 

Painted with extraordinary delicacy, the two restored panels portray the 
seasons of Spring and Summer. (It is expected that Autumn and Winter 
may be found on the opposite wall). Above the door between the two 
panels, a cherub stands in a painted niche. Although painted in a classical 
manner, the flowers, fruits, insects and birds are local to the Cape. The 
delicacy of the painting and its composition may be seen in the manner in 
which a sunbird eyes a butterfly hovering over a blossom. There is even a 
subtle hint of shadow behind the butterfly. 

The design and motifs used in the wall paintings are repeated in the carving 
of the entrance door, as well as in the internal doors. The paintings are 
executed with the front entrance and windows being the apparent source of 
light and, and painted shadows vary in depth according to the distance from 
this source. 

The opening up of the wall paintings took two years to complete. It was 
preceded by careful research and liaison with European experts in the field. 
Samples of paint fragments taken from the mural were sent for analysis and 
where possible similar natural pigments were used in the restoration. 

The policy during restoration has been not to 'repaint' the historical murals, 
but rather to restore the originals by in-painting where paint had chipped off 
Although the murals were substantially in tact, the walls had been severely 
damaged by insertions of electrical ducting and replastering. Where 
significant portions of the original plaster had been lost, this was carefully 
reconstructed using lime-mortar similar to the original. After completion, the 
paintings were stabilized in order to ensure their continued protection. All 
work carried out on the wall paintings is reversible. 





The result of three years of work on the paintings is an astounding glimpse 
into the domestic splendour of a substantial late eighteenth century Cape 
homestead, and the artistry that was employed at the Cape in adapting the 
local domain to international fashion of the time. 

The discovery and careful recording at Uitkyk of a sequence of wall 
decorations leading to the original composition which has been restored 
should play an important role in understanding the history of interior 
decoration in the Cape. 

Due to the large expense involved in carrying out such work, Distillers has 
had to delay the investigation of further wall paintings at Uitkyk. It is 
however hoped that with the recognition due to it in carrying out the work 
thus far, Distillers Corporation Limited will be encouraged to undertake a 
second phase in the near future. 

In view of the major contribution to the knowledge of our historical record 
made by Distillers Corporation Limited in uncovering, preserving, restoring 
and making publicly accessible these unique wall paintings, Distillers is 
deserving of applause and recognition. It is thus felt fitting that Distillers 
Corporation Limited should be considered for the Cape Times Centenary 
Award for Conservation. 

Distillers Corporation Limited · 
Contact: Mr Ian Skietekat, Head of Public Relations, 
Distillers Corporation, PO Box 184 Stellenbosch 7600 
Telephone 021-8873480 

Architects: Ivan Flint Associates, Munnik Visser Black and Fish 

Wall painting restoration carried out by 
Carina Swart Tel 8640290, Fax 8640329 
Barbara du Bois 
Nathan Honey and Sonette du Plessis of Black Dor Studio 

Nomination compiled by 
David Hart 
National Monuments Council. 
Telephone 4624502 
11 September 1998 
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Spring, detail (note the chick being fed) 





Summer, having being uncovered IS prepared for In

painting. 





Summer, fuII panel after restoration 



----------------------------------............... 



Summer, detail after restoration 



-------------------------------------------................... ... 



Restoration of the ribbon 





The entrance door design is reflected in the 
wall paintings. 
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