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9/2/08411 79 ANNEXURE 

SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL MEETlNG ON 30 NOVEMBER 1999 

PROPOSED DEC LARA TlON AS A NA TlONAL MONUMENT: ', . 
HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ON THE FARM WELGEVALLEN, 
STELLENBOSCH DISTRICT 

ERFNO: 

OWNERS Division: Physical Planning 
University of Stellenbosch 
Private Bag XI 
Matieland 
7602 

Tel. 8084655 (ProfW J Roos) 

BACKGROUND 

The Rector 
Paul Roos Gymnasium 
Suidwal 
Stellenbosch 
7600 

Tel. 8870017 (Mr Jock de Jager) 

According to research by Mr H N Vos, the farm Welgevallen, on the south bank of the Eerste 
River, was one of the first farms to be established in Stellenbosch. It was granted in 1689 to ' 
Steven Jansz Botma who was one of the nine original Freeburghers granted that status at the Cape 
in 1657. From 1683 he was also a member of the Governor' s group (Heernraden) who first 
established the settlement at Stellenbosch and subsequently played a leading role in the 
community, In the late 19th cen'tury the farm buildings were altered for use as hostels for pupils 
of the Stellenbosch Gymnasium which began in 1884 and was later re-named Paul Roos 
Gymnasium, These hostels were The Home (re-named Prima), Secunda and Tertia, Some of the 
prominent South Africans who boarded there were C J Langenhoven, D F Malan, P K Albertyn, 
A F Louw, AD Uickhoff, H A Fagan and Frans Smuts, Between 1917 and 1927, The Home and 
Tertia were used"as University of Stell en bosch hostels when the University acquired part of the 
property. Tertia was demolished in the 1940s and the rest of the buildings on the portion 
belonging to Paul Roos were demolished in the 1950s, 

In 1976, during the digging ofa municipal services trench, large quantities of eighteenth century 
Chinese porcelain and other artefacts were found , Subsequent archaeological excavations 
revealed a stone-lined dam and water furrow system on the Welgevallen Experimental Farm, 
owned by the University of SteUenbosch and used by its Department of Agricultural Sciences, The 
foundations of the original building, later Tertia, that dated either to the 1680s or to c, 1710, were 
intersected during the laying of another municipal water pipe in 1998 on the Paul Roos 
Gymnasium hostel side of the fence. The homestead itself, however, straddled the fence between 
the two properties, as does the system of stone-lined water furrows pre-dating 1770. Together 
these structures represent some of the oldest evidence of European farming in Stellenbosch, 
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DESCRIPTION 

An early diagram indicates a house on the property in 1689, but the exact position is not shown. 
Buildings were added by landdrosts Adriaan van Schoor and H. Ie Seuer and others between 1752 
and the early nineteenth century. AT-shaped house (later Tertia) is indicated at Welgevallen on 
the Hertzog map of the town that dates to 1817. A longer out-building, probably for agricultural 
purposes, lies to the south of the homestead . In 1811, Burchell did a pencil sketch of the 
footbridge over the Eerste River and on the south bank at Welgevallen a gabled house (Tertia) 
is illustrated . Additional details can be seen in an early nineteenth century watercolour of the 
Stellenbosch mountain with the Welgevallen homestead in the foreground . Some of the trees on 
the werfin this painting are still standing. Photographs of The Home and Tertia give details of the 
nineteenth century additions to these buildings. 

Although no details of these buildings remain beyond the foundations, the layout could be further 
examined with archaeological excavations. 

CONSERVA T10N POTENTIAL 

Mr Vos suggests that an explanatory noticeboard at the site could be erected to illustrate the 
history, layout and architecture of Welge vall en and the artefacts that have been found there. If this 
was done, it would provide a convenient stopping-off point for tour buses or for walking tours 
of the town. Both the University of Stellenbosch and Paul Roos Gymnasium were in favour of 
such a proposal. The Rector of Paul Roos Gymnasium has agreed that no development of the 
piece ofland adjoining Welgevallen would be undertaken and that the trees would remain as long 
as they are not a safety hazard. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The remains of the early farmstead at Welgevallen represent a clear reminder of the agricultural 
and social history of Stellenbosch. They are of provincial rather than of national significance and 
would fit in well with the concept of Grade II provincial heritage sites in the National Heritage 
Resources Act of 1999. 

RECOMMENDA TION 

It was DECIDED by the Western Cape Regional Committee at its meeting held on 7 October 
1999 to recommended to Council that the remains of the Welgevallen farmstead be proposed as 
a Grade 11 provincial heritage site in the new year in terms of the new legislation. 
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