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DIESTMRICT VI~ A SURVEY OF IT8 HISTORICALLY AND
ARCHITECTURALLY IMPORTANT BUILDINGS /KD COMPLFXES, AS WELL AS
A RECOMMEND/LTION FOR POSSIBLE PRESERVATION OF FARTS OF I'C.

{ History

The area surveyed is delineated by Canterbury Strest, Roclard Street,
De Va4l Drive, Zonnebloem College, Searle Street, Newmarket Street and
Sir Lowry Road, and covers a trifle over helf a square mile. it the

beginning of the 19th ceantury this area wos not yeﬁ built up, with the

4 exception of a number of smaller farms or gardens: Welgelegen, Hope

Lodge, Zonnebloem, Bloemhof, Hanover Houss etec. Builtenkent Street then
defined the limits of built-up Cape Town. is the population of the eity
grew, however, more and more ot these gardens were split up into smallex
lotes and here and there houses with a more urban characicr (such as
Harrington House just outside the District) were built alongside the
pathways that crosscd the area on the lower slopes of Devil's Peak.

Then, about the middle of 1lrst century, the city burst ite bounds -~
roughly half a century after the similar explosion on its other flank
which resuited in the Malay Quarter - and with’n a mere few decades,
before the end of the century, the arca was gradually built vp except
for the parts higher up the slope.

At this time the District was often referred to as Kanaladorp, 2
name which persists till *he present day and probably derives from the
Malny word for '""please" 1if tradition holds it correctly - a pictureasque
reminder of the help that the early inhabitants gave one another in
building their Louses. It wns also lnown as Disirict no. 12 for a while,
until in 1867 the crea between "the Castle moat, Cante-bury Row. Consti-
tution Street, Devil's Peak, the Military Lines and the Toll Bar' becane
the sixth district of the six into which municipal Cape Towp was divided,

By the year 1864, when a thorough survey was taken of the District's
inhabitants, the built-up ares extended only as far as Stuckeris and
Clifton Streets, In this area there werc then sume 850 householders
(nearly 100 of the houses being the property of one man: J.i.H. Wicht).
It is probable, therefore, that many of the surviving houses in this asen
date from several years before 1864. Between this date and the end of
the century, however, this numbe:r of stands was more than doubleu withii
the same area, by the halving of blocks, the creation of alleye and
terraces, an@ generally denser building. It was a mixed area at this
time: 4n 1868 the 500 parishioners of St. Mark's Church consisted of
300 whites and 200 coloureds.
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- Types of houses
~ hs a result of the fact that the old houses in District VI all date

' from witkin a relatively short span of time: four, at the outside five

, in their architecture. On the whole it can be snid that, ns no thatched
! housea were built within the urban area, the earliest houses (e.g. before
| the advent of corrugated iron in the '60s and '70s) had flat roofs;

they were nearly 2ll single-storeyed. But these continued to be built

! until the end of the century, whereby it is poassible to distinguish the
later types because of their simpler parapet mouldings and the larger

i
H
i decades, it is difficult to distinguish a clear-cut chronologic pattern
f

! panes of their sash windows,
Then from circa 187C onward, concurrent with the later type of flat.. |
roof houses, a second type made its appearnnce: those with fairly flat-

pitched, corrugated~iron roofs, built end-on to each other, with straight
"gables" (théHValls dividing house from house) projecting above the roof
moking intereating staggered patterns alongside sloping streets.

Very few double-storey houses existed among the earliest buildings.
Towards the end of the century and during the early years of the present,

. the increasing density in the area necessitated two-storeyed tenement
buildings; they never, however, outnumbered the original type of single-
storey cottages, which continue to be characteristic of Diastrict VI till
the present day.
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Yet the surviving architecture of before 1900 is rapidly disappear-
ing. There is now about 145,000 feet of built-up street frontage in the
area, Of this some 105,000 feet was probably built up by the end of last
) century. Only roughly half of that, 55,000 feet, Btill stands today.

Most of the changes have taken place in the industrial area forming a

strip on either side of Sir Lowry Road; the industrial area at the end
of Chapel and Pontac Streets; the business areas along Hanover, Upper
Darling and Caledon Streets; the flatland above Conatitution Street;

j a strip cleared for the building of the new highwny cutting diagonally

across the north-ecstern part of the District; and the area cleared and

not yet again built upon between Caledon, Tennant, Stone and Clifton
Streets.

But elsewhere, too, there are few blocks that have not been gap-
toothed because of delapidation; where a modern or modernized corner
. café, bar or shop has not mnde an appearancej or where the occasional
small industry has not replaced a row or two of original cottages.
Added to this is the fact that few of the older dwelling units ave in
anything better than slum condition.

p Significance
What then, 1f any, is the architectural, aesthetic and/or historical
value of old District VI or parts of 1t? Basically, then, the area

- e s e ,




j—

8t11l with a fair degree of individuality and on the traditional Cape
pattern also used in the Malay Quarter a few decades previously; the
later ones with more «nd more features directly derived from Victorian

"England but still unmistaeably Cape in character although with less
individuality because more rapidly and regularly built than the earlier
ones,

! It 48 difficult for the casual visitor to the now largely delapida-
ted area to gain an impreesion of what it must have lookod like when
first built. Many older slum areas seem to have a plcturesque quality
abrut it and District VI, too, attiracts numerous artists. To them, and

athereby culturally speaking to all South .friza, the disappearance of

i the 01d District would certainly be a sad loss. But this, in itself, 1s

'insufficient juestification for {the preservation of one of South Africa's

‘worst slum areas.

i In any case, the District certainly was nct always a slum area and

;in Several parts siows a distinct generosity in layout wiich has largely
’gone lcst Yecauze of cluttering through over-population., Any attuempt

"at partinl presesvation wust take this fact into consideration.

Being & lower-clase area, few of the original buildings have any
claim to be preserved on their individual merits, though Lheir design *

is often pleasing and of good proportions. Tha mein value of the original \

.nrchitecture of the District at its best lies in iis totality: Zn its
!ability to create an intimate environmonn based on the numnn s,ale, aqd

in 1ts often skillful use of the sloping terrain, Comp;exes which

recommend theuselves for preservaticn will therefore have to be those

'which are comparatively unbroken and anspoilt by modern or modernized

«bulldings, as well as being reprecentative of the above-mentioned charaet -

_eristics.
But quite apart from any aesthetic considerations, theve is the

| cultural-historical factor. It is generally apgreed in Western Eucope

today that reprcsentaiive examples of the architecture or town planning
}
gof the past should be egelected, brought bank to their original form and

:rreserved. In Europe this can often be a costly undertaking, wreieby
’the State has to spend millions on the preservation of large monuments
such a8 cathedrals or town-halls, which yield little or no return.

[Ty

In our country there are few such monuments; most of o1r old
gurchitecture is of dumestic nature. In District VI, tuc, this is the
fcaae. The reatorantion of the type of dwelling such as 18 “o be founl
ihere has be:n proved over and over again to be a profitable propesiticn,
;or at worst one which needs not be an undie burden on the cormunity. ..
‘iareas like VWynberg, Newi~nds and CGreen Foint hardly any "cottage-type"
‘:dwellings ere to be found for purchase and resturation anymore, and it

: 18 a foregone conclusion that in District VI in which the worst slums

{ -
are cleared, where greenery and open spaces have beea re-introduced,
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‘1€ and the overlapping of s:yles).

””'1zkecommended ayeas
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" |} presently Gescribe these four

Rt

ey

{
jPossibilities for preservation

;In determining areas suitadble for preservation, therefore, one should
{jalso selwct those whish are rost ‘'liveeble", e.g. which are furthest
*removed from the main traffic and busineces arteries and industrianl areas,
"But in additdion to selecting what, an important question to decide is
1how mich 48 to be preserved. There will be those who clamour for the
;zpreservation of large sections of the area. Such a thing would have
area where in proportion to its area more hae survived, and where the
rehitecture on the whole is of greater importance., But mrost of the vas’
]:area of District VI has been, if not entirely "modernized", at least
‘interapersed with later structures to such dan extent that the sense of

4

jtotality has goae lost and ther~ would be little point in 4he retention

ibeen difficult enough ir. the Malny Quarter, which 1s & much smaller
I‘
B

“ % 1iof the many fragmented parts of blocks.

It has, on the other hand, also been stated that District VI is
[1"too far gone'; that its desar end fragnsnidation have progressed too
- |i far for any presvervation to be at all worth-swhiie. This obscrvatuion

has beea proved by our éurvey to be as invalid as that of the advocates

Eof wholesale preservatior. A careful, street-after-~street study of the

:surviving 0ld architecture in the district is most revealing, in that a
wfew small clusters of fairly irtact architecture *mmediauely presant
themselves. , ) .

On the accompanying plan scale 1:2400 of the whole District a b1vn‘
§line represents architecture of between 1870 and 1903 and a black line

lthat of beiore 1870 (very approximately because od scarcity of data
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A red line 4ndicates interesting anc
oomﬁaratively unapoilt architecture - again a very subjective appraiczal,
'but oné ia vhich we havé attempted to refrain from overstatement.

Four of these.oluaters, the preservation of which we regard as essential,
have been surveyed in greater detall; see the four plans scale 1:480.
Jn these the same symbols have been used as on the 1:2400 plan, plus the
‘actual extent of the recommended preservation, which hae been indicated
by two kinds of hatching in red.

{wé regard as essentialj;

single hatching indicates architecture of vhis

] we would welcome the preservation dbut without which the oclustexra wouic
4;st111 be of interesty in other words optionsl presmervatioan. We shall

clusters in more detall, after which we
1 want to mention a few other arens of some, though lesmser. intorest.

© But before doing so, we should llike to moke ore tiking very clear.

! Wo 8aw a%ove thet the original J9th-century stireet-frontage amounted to
some 105,000 feet, of which some 55,000 fest survives. The Btreet-
frontage recommended for essential prececvatiocn amounts ‘o & bare 4300
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Double hatching represents preservatic:
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fpercent i8 surely an extremely mcdest proportion for a district where
:planned preservationlig possible thanks tu the advantages of wholesale
}replannirg such as enrisaged by the Department of Community Development,
3For Cape Town proper the percentage of the 0ld architecture that is still
iutanding must lie well below one percent, which is perhuaps the saddest
fact In the entire cultural life of our natiun., Where therefore parts

ot 0ld Cape Town still can be saved, as is the care here, guch an opport-

4

junity should be seized.
f, The following recommendations are therefore not a list from which,

an turn, selections can be made. They represent the barest miaimum,

4
‘HF but if followed, will present tiny microcoems of old District VI, con-

plete within themselves yet su small that they will not stand in the
vay'of a drastic ireplaenning o® the area. Anything less will indeed
be hardly worth-while.

-

{1, Vernon Terrace EE%é}bbLéﬂgpwtujy{

The block bounded by Mount, Celedon, Van der Leuar and Constitutiou

“|*8treets is s0 large that pressure on building space made it necessary

‘to make more economic use of it. Vernon Terrace was the result: the
‘block was hollowed out, thus‘finding space for some 25 more dwelling
iunlta to be erected round a quiet little interior square of moust vleasiay
gproportione. Its detailed history is not kncwn to us, and would have
{required many weeks of inveastigation at Deeds Office and .rchives to
%find out. Even the Historical Society, which has done some such resear:h,
~can throw little light on the subject - o1- for that matter on the history
“of any part of the District in particular.

Judged on style one could date the buildings in Vernoun Terrace a’
circa 1890, while some neurby buildings, notably those in Van der Leur
- Street, seem to date from 1860 or before. This difference in age, of
- course, tallies with the suggested development as eketched above, aud
i 18 also borne out by verbal evidence from scme of the older inhabitants.
\ The frontages of che terrace houses run parallel with the sur-

frounding streets -~ facing inward of course - except on the south silde;

which runs obliquely, expressing a steep rise in the terrain. This lattex

' row has a terrace or rather wide stoep-like platform in froat, borderes
i by a wall once undoubtedly handsome but now partly tumhled acwn. The

{ houses surrounding the square are flat-rvofed with mouldei parapete

' (except one row wilch lost 1t when a storm ripped up its verandah), wita

1 decorative urns in prominent cpots. Low walla separate the stoeps of

i the houses; each of these walls was oace adorned wiih a small lion In
: plaster nuot unlike the .inreitn oinea ia the Gardenz: ualy one of thes:
18 now left - badly damaged!i

That Vernoa Terrace whei bullt was meant to be & more amvltious

plece uf architecture than mere woirkers' quurters - it seems in fact o

g BN ., g Ly v S

its ecerly years to have been *nhabited mainly by Jewish peoplie ~ 1is alszc
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i
aith fine eaves treatment. The Caledon Street entrance 48 even more
the terrace is approached through an archway, up a flight of
teps nné then through a cast-iron gate with neo-gothic tracery and
imbellished with urns.

In the centre of the square there used to be a tree. There is no
ving aind the whole terrace now looks delapidaved and neglected - none

f the various landlords understandably is anxious to spend much money

1
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' &hat of 1ts immediate surroundings?

n it now., But 1+ is th2 kind of precinet that would be much in demand
Yy yound homemakers if repaired, palnted up, pnved and provided with
rvenery. The houses are of course far too small for the large ramilles
hat now inhabit them, but they would provide anple room for families of
wo or three.

To our mind it is of foremcst importance ‘that Vernon Terrace itself
as an example of sympathetic lnte-19th-s~=ntury
}lanning, mcdest but thoughtful, it has few equals in Cape Town. But
fidjoining it, in Van der Leur Street,
%he long row of flat-roofed hoises dating from about 186C is one of the
best in the District and we suggest strongly that they should be included

}n our "first priority" nucleus.

nould be preserved}

There used to be & lane between Vernon

Terrace and this street, which could be opened up again and would thus

~ provide a link between both groups.

é The preservation of the double-storey houses higher up in Van der
?mur Street 1s optional; on the corne:
‘of Constitution Strast, of face brick wiih unusual 4etails. The scuth-
?astern side of this street is mostly old, too, but partly modernized;

especinlly interesting is the one

ge recommend only a small portion for optionn. preservation, namely neav
&he corner of William Street, where there 18 a double-storey terrace o7
%enement houses dated 1903, Of this terrace the De Korte Street side
?ould be demolisned, making the William Street side more livenble. The
Teasons for this late building's being classcd for possible preservaticn
hre (1) that of this type of building one or twc examples should be pre-
4 nowhere else is this feasible, anc (1i) the fact that it makes

erved;
%: plcturesque vista from the bottom of the nameless little cross street
1

dn which a row of charming and very early houses (pre-1860) have also

Hof Vernon Terrace, except for the gateway itself,

fentrance to the Terrace should stay.

S e .

theen marked for optiocnal preservation.

aren.

There seems to be no need to preserve the Caledua Street "cutside"

The same applies t»

%the Mount St:eet side, but here the double-storey houses flanking the

The two rows of cottages adjoiaicg

éthem in Mount Street are n.t important, espccially as the other side of
Hthe street 4s not old.

Fsuential preservaticon in the Verncn Terrace &xea involves some

Y . T . Y Y A B T, T T, T T a » -

Clyde Hall, in Van Ader Leur Strec:’,

Hvas apparently once & synagogue for the many Jewish people living in tlie
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Beway from the maoia arteries (or at least not touched by them)., It is

. Janother "must" for preservacion., This area contains scme of the most
i»epresentative architecture in the District; it ccntairs several inter-
Hosting vistas because of the irregularity of its street pian (inter-
Emediate between two different grid-iron patterns); it ever coniains a
jlittle '"village square" where a few perlod-style shops should do well

. Band which would make this lictle area a true "Li{tle Chelsea" it ever

§there was, And it is a quiet area, even today one .f the cleanest and

ugoleaaantest in the District. These, we feel, are ample reasons why this

_%oluater almost in its entirety shoull be strongly recommended for pre-

'Aaervation.

: nggzwgﬁggggﬂbetween Tennant and Tyne Streets is the spine of this )
... gorsa. It contains flat-r.ofed cottages, probably from about 1870 -

funspoilt. The view duwn Roger Street from the little square is very
Vgttractive, terminnted as it is by a m.dest double-storey house in Tennani
.£¢treet; amazing how these double-stureys always seem to te in the right
‘}pot, and certainly seldom by coincidence. The huuses in this part of
 ~ennant Street have been marked for opfiénal nreservation, but this
.?’articular cne is essential,

Tyne Street, tco, offers a g:od visra seen frum the little square

fjand for one block and a half should be preserved; nearer Hancver Street

J8treete should ve kept, as should be the Tyne Street end of ﬁgpeling
-¢ggggt. On the msruth corner of the latter two atreets stands nn intercst-
fing, early (circa 1865) double-storey hlock - ene of the best in the

Bistrict and a key~piece for this area. /L short row of early cotiages

#in the little dead-end side street of fispeling Street is guod and pleas-
. f antly situated.

% : The'duuble—storey houses on the little square itself are partly
;spoilt, thouéh also 0ld. Their importance here is suc.. that they must

?ue retained; 4f turned into shops, it should be seen tu that this hrvpeus.
;-n style: 34f anything, it will affect their business fav.urabdbly:

q Comparatively few houses in tnis area have been rec.mmendeda fur
ptional preservation: apart from those already ment-onea they are n

}fev on or near the Godfrey/Parkin Street crossing (partly modecnized) H
i:nd a row in Chapel Street. The latter street of course 1s becoming

{ nereasingly dominated by industries, bui this short row, if preservad,

iwould £orm ap nttractive entrance to Tennant Strecetr and +howmale & &1 0~ b

’-l s
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' -_ @oub1e—storey‘houéeé (slightly altered) standing obliquely (showing how
K ihe ¢wo different prid-iron patterns were here made to join) and there-
ore with gardens 1in front. ' ‘ i
: App:oximately 50 units are recummended for essential preservation;
Hn additional 35 units for possible preservation.

8, Movavian Hi11
o *gi-e.ﬁhird of the four areus which we strongly recommend for preservation
'“’étane which centres round "Moravian H111l", the property of the Moravien
:‘issioﬁ Church ("Hernhiitters"). This property jtself, an casis of plece
»”‘7;5in the midst of the District, is one of the few that has definite his-
Loftorical as well as aesthetic inmportance. It occupies the block bounded
~'fm71y Frere, Richmond, fishley and Arundel Streets, of which the larger part
even today is8 a lovely garden., In the centre of this block but towards
'ﬁijfhe top stands a beautiful double-storey house of fine early~Victorian

b — e o

' *ﬂ%atyieé fanlight, Touvred shutters, in g.od conditi~-n. It dates from

1;

edrca i85C and was ~ we underetand - built ae a doctor's residences

R £ f’fﬁost of typical Cape garden wall that once ran along the garden still
I"-:"”" . Hexists. In 1885 tho property was acquired by the Moravian Missionary
S bretvvHBoeiety, who turned the house into a parsonage and on the scuth-éastern

'5‘-P o "‘ part of the property built a simple church ~ n-t of great architectural
‘ 4””3“j?§merit but certainly deserving t@ be Tedt starding. The balcony in front

“iillo? the house nlso dates from this time. The M.ravian Schoi}'on the o%thee

fo:and one in which this particuler nucleus w.uld be a representative secticn
R LT preserve. ‘

The block immediately below Moravian Hill is virtually unspoilt
ﬁ?gand one of the best in the District. Interesting is a row in Ashley
‘W8treet opposite the Mission Church: they are built «f stune in German

_ _b"'afushion, apparently simultaneously with the chﬁrch in 1885 by the Missi.n
'|¢3-7{§"*“¥’," 1Soclety itself. The best houses of this block, probably dating from +whe
e “d}‘18705, stand in Cross Street: they have fine mouldings with orenell.:ti_n:
: gond fieldings. Luckily the street surrcunding this blcck alsa have old
Mhouses on their other sides, although those in Arundel Street have been
c ;':" given steel windows - they obviously all belong to one cwner! All this
'fiis recommended for essential preservaticon, as well as a few hcuses ncar
’ i the Frere/irundel Streets intersectiin, "protecting'" Moravian Fill from
3 ‘f the south-western side.
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' thak behind. The blocke opposite have heen totally razed over recent
... {¥ears, and the Clifton row therefore stands rather iscolated though as a |
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W ,;‘1;-oau1t visible from far. They probably date from ciréa 1860 or even
by
o pefore, and are easily the vest that is left of what must have been the

‘¢3-rigina1 "Kannladorp'" -f which tlhie now demolished part @must have been thre
’geart. Their preservation is essentinl. '
e }.;§€ Only tuo houses across Clifton Street survive, fairly eariy one,

. s '
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. 'Eeoo, which we have marked for ponsible preservati.ni they lend scale
w . o'fRo the row opposite. Then there is St. Mark's Cpurc£9 built in typlcal

‘;:E(;aoLGothic Anglican architecture and of Table Mountain saudstone, in 1887

“
Yoo

{ . . )
S0 aips a thanksoffering for Queon Victoria's jubilee. Though not of immense
#inportance, 1t is certalily the handsomest church in the District and

)
—
C
v
-

AR U ;'!-trongly recommended for preservation.

e & It would be desirable 1if this small Clifton Street group could be ‘
oo v.cjponnected to the Moravian Hill group. The obvicus link 1s fshley Street
:L.;gfglith its interesting S-curve at this point, but its 0ld wurchitecture e

ui-:u~‘,§not uninterrupted, We have marked it for optioaal prescrvation, Zncluding
i .;‘ strange double-stvorey house bullt partly of rails, as well as a delap-
2:ci“"f'dat3d alley behind. This S~curve could be a pleasant little precinct

vo oo cfie t1ated up.

B Egsential presevvaticn in this area involves scme 64 units;

oL ;E-ptional pregervaticn an additional éb”unlts.

AR . W
'l

';r.;%f1>;£-Lee Street
<27 |§fn an entirely different section of District VI, of a slightly later

) B

23 éﬂste, survives what 1s nuw one of its most striking and perfect 1ittle
: :nﬁ;ueékrchitectural vistae. Preserving it wruld not involve an exteuslve cien:
L;;.,=‘n1y the top block of Lee Street, nicely malti-coloured flat-roofed

& . ottages_dating frcm the 1880s on one side and pitched~roof ones on the

)
Ca
-
.,
*

e :L?éfther, as well us a few well-~proporticned double-storey houses in Ecka:d
v c-fBtreet, late 19%th-century, which form the perfecst termination for the

i 3  ee Street view.

4 F ‘{ Here, toc, the recommended area w.ould pain by the preservation

LN zjoptional) of o few peripheral buildings. At the westera end of Ecksrd
:‘.1.'£4treet is a dead-end alley,.now badly looked after, that could be extrow=zly
ﬁ*xfi{iveable. They back snto attriangular square that cculd be given gieer =~

- . = g N + * ! N
r - .
30
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e

b
i

ﬁe_;:-nd onto which fanes another row of cottages that would sarely find
\{*.w‘égenants of the "Crelsea! type.

-~

IR The blosk bounfed by Pedersen, Lee, A3peling aad Kussell Sticets

a

ﬁqaﬂ '{§8 an unspoilt, representative example ¢f the later type of Li..idinq,
¢ nuvy Heirea 1885t more regularly built and obviously deeiprod as a whole.

[&]
i
'S4
ol

-JPf the many blocks like this in the Ruesell Street area. thie one ccuid

"”i3e asingled out for possible preservation because 2f its ndjoiniag tlre
{flee Street group.
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- #treets and between St. Vincent and Birchington Streets there are seve:ial
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- [farious groups of lesser interest

-

;l repeat that in our opinion the above-mentioned areas marked for

!
. fmssential preservation, besides beinp the absolute mirimum (they comprise

Ih all no more than snme 167 units out of the 2500 or s¢ old houses still

Jtanding and nearly 5000 that there must have been by the end of last
- fentury), would at the same time constitnte just envugh to form a repre-

jentative selection of the old District - 1f they are preserved.
b In compiling tads survey, however, we have not taken any other

 nJactors but historical and aethetic ones into consideration., We realize
ufh:t matters like ownershlp and zcning may create an occasional problem ~
- = §#ilthough we hope {hat the zoning, in particular, will take due copnizance

jf our recommendations instead of preventing their implementation.
: We should now like to mention a few proups of lesser interest, the
Breservation of which is not essential but could be considered 4if any of

r_ .
Jue urgent recommendations could not be followed up - or in the unlikely

i ent that 1t is decided to prererve more than the four essential clusters!
There is firstly an impressive row of cottapges at the top of steeply

_nﬁoping Horstley Street (weat side). Because of the orvn ground opposite,

ghis row makes a strikirg sight from the corner of Cauvin and Constitu-
on Streets, with Table Bay in the distance. Its preservation 1s very
fesirable.

hn interesting bit of District VI ts Aire Street - but also one of
Nte most slumslike parts, "The short cross street into which 1t ends nnd

g oy

o

.

hich connects Hanover and Caledon Streets contalas two plcturesqie flipkte
f steps and a double-storey house which « agoin not by coincideucel! =

1orms a focus to /iyre Street. Then there 18 a fine row in Ayre Street

Btaelf., It is o pity that so many paps exist in this area; 4t would

Btherwise have qualified for essential preservation., A short street

Jearby, not inaptly call:d Rotten Row, contains some interesting houses,
aong the soldeast in the District.

: Canterbury Street, which forme the city-side boundary of the Distriet,

Nontains Q fi;; row of early houses between Caledon and Longmarket Streeis,

;«d lower down, in Upper Darling Street, stand a few double-storey houser,

l-ominently situated and a true landmark. This area, however, seems

- fnlikely to us to be suitable for preservation.

Ln interesting terrace of double-storeyed houses stands in Muir
reet between Selkirk and Chapel Streets; 4t is illusirated in R.
mewcock's book. It is unfortunately parcly provided with steel windows
;ud in its 1solated situation amidst increasing industrialization no

~§jonger very important.

In the areas above Constitution Street between Cannon and De Vililers

fntact groups of very late-19th- or early 20th-century single- and double-
torey houses which hardly qualify for preservation on the pgrounds of
storical interest. VYet they are very typical of their period and pleasar:

Lt &
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-}glish Victorian tradition (note, incidentally, the abundance of pukha

,;‘wglish street names!) are to be found in the Upper Ashley Street area:

JRrts of this street itself, Summer Hill Road, Lavender i1l Road, ;
5;: inpfield Street.

.‘]§, its architecture, now still fairly intact, is retained.

*fi Amost the greatest density of surviving late-19th-century buildings

i\ to be found in the blocke around Combrink end Russell Streets, althougn
=ﬁther regularly and monotonously laid out.

This could be quite an attractive area if the unity

If tie more important areas
;t out above are preserved, there should be no need to insist on keeping

\;“7w s area intact. 25

Another small houeing schemc to survive intact is that between
Mpoen, RoFer, Sheppard and Pontac Streets, including a short dead-end
’ Brrace: It is very typical but too cramped and unpleasantly sicuated.

® deserve presevvation., 'The same applies to the blocks near Francis and

W;-raet Streets ~ althougl this, agaii, is an interesting example of an

ot 3“fj 4k; ik hplish-style enclosed workers' precinct of cirea 1900.
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“;g Savendish Square, Just outside the Dist:ict.
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5 bravian property ir fishley Street (cirgm 1850 and 1885)

1 . ‘f“ atrict.

: . The best example in Cape Town of this type of planning, however, is
o That it 1s nevertheless

Q[ ehationed in tkis surver in besmuse 1f 1t i& protected - which we be-

;—k 1iove it shéuid e - 1t would lessen the need to preserve any similar

but less interesting areas within the District such as described on

this page. An equally ¢harming ardatof this kind, with slightly better-
§ olase houses, is Upper Harrlngton Street between Roelana Strect and
lhynard Street, the little syuare at its end, as well as the lower part
Haynard Street.

Histor;cal,Monuments Commission please note!

' 73w-dividua1 monuments coe

- A ,.‘ ’ : '
... -JPhere is in District VI a paucity of 1ndividual buildings of outstandins
Worit. We mentioned St. Mark's Church in Caledon Street (1887) and tke

Most other

e e T I

"-'der public buildinps, churches and mosques are of insufficient age and
j fn!thetic interest to be left standing for these reasons only = thouvgh .
;“fij?ere'may well be other reasons for their praservation.
;';ua onés on the corner of Cowley and Chapel Streets (1899) or mosques

Churchee like

e those in Chapel Street or Albert Strest are landmarks in the old
But with a different population and for 90% a different '
iun-scapin? they will have less value than even a handful of typisal
Jottapges preserved in context.

Besides St. Mark's and Moravian H1ll there are, however, a few

her structures of sliphtly more historical imporiai¢e. Outstanding

ong them is of course the 61d Zonnebloem homestead, now the recidence
the warden of the Training Cnllege of that name.
Georgianized",

i
i
5 )

Thoupgn heavily
1t remains the only surviving H-shaped Cape Dutch home~
ftead in Cape Town and 1ts immediante vicin;ty, dating from %*he mid-~13th

ntury. Some of its outbuildiﬂgs alsgo survive, now flat-roofed and
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VI towards Table Bay. The house, incidentally, would gain tremendously
by a sympathetic restoration,

Closely i terwoven with the history of Zonneblcem are the '"Lines of
Munnik'" or "Erench Lines! built in the closing years of the 18th century,

and of which the long green belt (now gradually disappearing) of Trafalpar

Park is a legacy. In 1t still stand the remains of one of the redoubts

in these defense, which forms the natural boundary of District VI.

Lastly there 1s a small house standing in Nile Street, not far from

the Collepe, that must be among the earliest surviving smaller dwellings
in the District. It has been described as the "Slave Govesnor's Ladge'' -
it is not known on what authority - and was oncé the home of the aftist
Ruth Prowse, This modest little flat-roofed house judged by 1its style
could certainly be dated at cirsa 1830 and its preservation is desirable,

though Nile Street is otherwise of no interest and lies precariously near

to the new Highway.

Implementation _
How to implement the preservation and then restoration or at least re-

conditioning of tlLe four clusters recommended for urpent attention above?
We have no knowledge of the workings of the Derartment of Community
Development, buti suppose the first step would te to zone the areas in
question and perhaps their immediate surroundings for residential use

and occasionai shop riphts. The recommended buildings should then be
frozenj 1t is here that the intervention of the Historical Monuvments
Commission seems indispensable.

Whether it 1s the Department or individual owners who will undertake
reconditioning, it seems desirable to us that the Historiecal Monuments
Commission keep a check on such recondi.ioning, in order to puard apgainst
modernization as well as '"over-Chelseaficaticn". In this conaection the
Vernacular firchitecture Soclety of South /ifrica would agnin be most willing
to be of service.

We should add a word on what some may regard as making the District
VI type dwellings unsuitable to good living conditions: 41ts density. The
following observations should make clear that this 1s not the cas¢. It is
true that most of the backyards are very cluttered up with lean~to's and
temporary structures, but much of this could be removed i1if the houses are
to be inhabited by bachelors, young couples or familles of three or at
the outside four people. True, the backyards would them still only amount
to what in fact is no more than a smnll patio of 100, 200 square feet.

But many of the fashionable Wynber;: cr Mowbray cottages have no more than
that, and what about flat 1ife? If the open areas within our four resom-

mended clusters are given greenery and their vicinitles cleared or un-

SVrd btk Ahaer ahAnTA hoananme vervy l1iveable., Tn nnv case. moavernl aof +ho
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~add very little to what we have had to say, but what documuntation t

~In concluding, we should once¢ again like to point out that we are

convinced that there are far more than 167 families in Cépe'Town who

|

on the lookout for a cottage-type home of precisély the type that we

described above, and that the pquimity of the District to central Cag

Town should prove an additional attraction. We believe that there wou

even prove to be a demand for those houses that we have marked for
optional preservation. '
We should like to thank the Cape Town Historical Society for al

us to peruse their notes on District VI. They are very frapmentary
random survey has yieldéd, tallies with ours.

Cape Town/Stellenbosch, 25th July 1

e |
H, Fransen, leader, District VI sur
(Curator, Stellenbusch Museum)

Other members of committee:

. Mrs, H,C., Floyd, Rondebosch.
Mrs. G.D, Kilpin, Elgin.
Mr. G. Fagan (arch.), Camps Bay.
‘Mr. J. Mars (arch.), Stellenbosch.
Mr., L. Scholtz, Stellenb.sch.
Mr. J. Walton, Camps Bay (President
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