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1. Introduction.

Ernest Oppenheimer hospital is a vast facility with a multitude of external buildings 
situated on a sprawling erf of land. It is the intention to renovate parts of the exist-
ing hospital which has been closed for close to two years to initially accommodate 
124 private beds, with the plan to open further beds at a later stage.

The hospital is positioned on the outskirts of Welkom and is located relatively close 
to Bongani Hospital (Government). The Mediclinic hospital is the only other main 
private hospital in Welkom, it has been recently revamped and is of a high stand-
ard.

The target market for Ernest Oppenheimer hospital is the middle class employed 
patient who would largely be covered by a medical scheme or has the financial ca-
pacity to pay private fees. In order to be competitive in the private hospital market, 
patient clinical and hotel service facilities must be acceptable to both doctors as 
well as patients; although it must be cost effectively developed. 

The facilities and environment must also be of a high enough standard to attract 
medical specialists who would be prepared to move from where they currently 
practice to consult and work in the hospital. The hospital should be regarded as a 
mid-entry private hospital

This document is intended to inform the developer of the most suitable options 
available for the development of the entire property all the while maintaining its 
historical integrity and provenance of the buildings and site.  

1.1 Property Details:    

Province: Orange Free State.      
Magisterial District: Welkom. 
Suburb: Reitzpark. 
Coordinates:  27°58’07.2”S  26°46’35.6”E

1.2. Development Criteria in terms of Section 34 of the National Heritage 
Resources Act:
      
Structures older than 60 years 34(1): Yes.     
Structures recommended for protection 34 (1),(2): Yes.    
Exemption required 34(3): No.       
Withdrawal of exemption notice required 34(4): No.

1.3. Development Criteria in terms of Section 38(1) of the National Herit-
age Resources Act:    

(a) Construction of a road, wall, power line, pipeline, canal or other similar form   
 of linear development or barrier exceeding 300m in length: Unknown.      
(b) The construction of a bridge or similar structure exceeding 50m in length:      
  Unknown.      
(c) i. Any development or activity on a site exceeding 5000m² in extent: No.
(c ) ii. Any development or activity on a site involving three or more existing  
  erven: No.      
(c ) iii. Any development or activity on a site involving three or more existing erven 
 or division thereof which have been consolidated within the past five 
 years: No.   
(c ) iv. The costs of which will exceed a sum set in terms of regulations by the 
 SAHRA or a provincial heritage resources authority: Unknown.      
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(d) The re-zoning of a site exceeding 10 000m² in extent: No.      
(e) Any other category of development provided for in regulations by SAHRA or a  
 provincial heritage resources authority: Unknown. 

For further details see Section 3 of this document.
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2. Aim of Study.

Work is proposed to the site of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital and entails the up-
grading of the existing hospital facilities and buildings, as well as the upgrading of 
the existing landscaping. The upgrading of the facilities will occur in various phases 
– allowing the hospital to be functional as soon as possible. 
All proposed upgrades include: 

• Refurbishment and reuse of the existing hospital building.
• -Refurbishment and reuse of the buildings directly linked with the hospital 
(laundry, mortuary etc.).
• Refurbishment and reuse of all existing housing stock on the property.
• Refurbishment and reuse of the other medical buildings, such as the Audiom-
etry (Eye) Centre.
• Refurbishment and reuse of the service facilities (pump house, workshops 
etc.).
• Upgrading of existing landscaping and site amenities.

The aim of the study is to determine the importance of the existing buildings on 
the Hospital site and to delineate what (if any) changes can be made to these. Ad-
ditionally whether there is any social significance to the Site as a whole. Both inves-
tigations are to see if changes are possible all the while maintaining their historical 
integrity of the buildings and site.  

This determination will be achieved through the understanding of heritage legisla-
tion, the context in which the Hospital is located and the history of the Hospital 
and buildings being examined.  These investigations will assist in determining what 
changes can be made to the entire Site and set out guidelines for the developers 
to adhere to when designing the proposed upgrade.  The report will conclude with 
the design proposed by Geyser Hahn Architects and provide a summary of the pro-
posed changes, stating how the design adheres to or deviates from the guidelines 
set out by the heritage consultants.
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3. Assumptions, Conditions and Methodology.

3.1. Terminology and relevant provisions of the NHRA.
The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) of 19991 makes reference to approach 
and interpretation of the historical development of heritage resources2.  Addition-
ally it provides standard terminology that is universally understood and accepted, 
it sets out criteria to establish the resources that can be considered part of the Na-
tional Estate.  In order to measure and understand the conservation value of each 
resource the significance must be determined.  The cultural significance is defined 
by the “aesthetic, architectural, historical, scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or 
technological value or significance”3 of an object / building / sites (this is further 
qualified in Section 3 of the NHRA which defines the National Estate).  If an object 
has little or no significance it cannot be declared heritage.  

The purpose of this study was to determine the significance of Ernest Oppenhe-
imer Hospital Site as based on criteria stated in the NHRA.  Additionally it includes 
Architectural and Heritage management guidelines for the sites – culminating in a 
Heritage Impact Assessment.

1. Republic of South African Government Gazette. (1999). National Heritage Act of 1999. 
[Online] Available at: http://www.dac.gov.za/acts/a25-99.pdf. Accessed on 02.02.2011. 
2. Heritage resource – any place or object of cultural significance (Section 2 xvi of the 
NHRA).
3. The cultural significance as defined in Section 2 (vi) of the NHRA.

3.2. Legislative framework for heritage resources.
The NHRA states provisions that protect the various resources.  Sections 34 and 38 
are applicable to the area being investigated in this document.

3.2.1. Section 34 (1) – structures older than 60 years.
“No person may alter or demolish any structure or part of a structure which is older 
than 60 years without a permit issued by the relevant provincial heritage resources 
authority”.  This rule provides a ‘blanket’ cover to protect heritage that is yet to be 
declared as a resource and is generally known as the ‘60 year rule’.  

3.2.2. Section 38 - Heritage Impact Assessments.
Any person who undertakes a development that falls within the required catego-
ries laid out in Section 38 (1) - “must at the very earliest stages of initiating such 
a development, notify the responsible heritage resources authority and furnish it 
with details regarding the location, nature and extent of the proposed develop-
ment”.  

The categories stated in Section 38(1) are as follows: 
• “the construction of a road, wall, power line, pipeline, canal or other similar 

form of linear development or barrier exceeding 300m in length;
• the construction of a bridge or similar structure exceeding 50 m in length;
• any development or other activity which will change the character of a site—
• exceeding 5 000 m² in extent; or
• involving three or more existing erven or subdivisions thereof; or
• involving three or more erven or divisions thereof which have been consolidated 

within the past five years; or
• the costs of which will exceed a sum set in terms of regulations by SAHRA or a 

provincial heritage resources authority;
• the re-zoning of a site exceeding 10 000 m² in extent; or
• any other category of development provided for in regulations by SAHRA or a 

provincial heritage resources authority.”
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The South African Heritage Resources Authority (SAHRA) is responsible for admin-
istering the provisions of the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA).  They have del-
egated the obligations to the responsible provincial authority which in Welkom is 
the Free State Provincial Heritage Resources Authority (FS-PHRA).  If the FS-PHRA 
believes that the resource will be affected in any way by the development they 
are to notify the developer to submit a HIA report.  The report must be compiled 
at the cost of the developer by a person / persons approved by the FS-PHRA who 
have relevant qualification, experience and professional standing in dealing with 
heritage resources.4    

The NHRA provides guidelines of what should be included within each HIA report.  
As per Section 38 (3) the following should be included:  

• “The identification and mapping of all heritage resources in the area affected;
• an assessment of the significance of such resources in terms of the heritage as-
sessment criteria set out in section 6(2) or prescribed under section 7; 
• an assessment of the impact of the development on such heritage resources;
• an evaluation of the impact of the development on heritage resources relative 
to the sustainable social and economic benefits to be derived from the develop-
ment;
• the results of consultation with communities affected by the proposed develop-
ment and other interested parties regarding the impact of the development on 
heritage resources;
• if heritage resources will be adversely affected by the proposed development, 
the consideration of alternatives; and
• plans for mitigation of any adverse effects during and after the completion of 
the proposed development.”5  

Section 38(8) of the NHRA deals with other legislation that do not apply to the 
provisions stated in Section 38(1).  “If an evaluation of the impact of such devel-
opment on heritage resources is required in terms of the Environment Conserva-

4. Section 38 (2) of the NHRA.
5. Section 38(3) of the NHRA.

tion Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989), or the integrated environmental management 
guidelines issued by the Department of Environment Affairs and Tourism, or the 
Minerals Act, 1991 (Act No. 50 of 1991), or any other legislation.”  The consenting 
authority must ensure that the evaluation fulfils the requirements as stated by FS-
PHRA and the terms stated in Section 38(3) of the NHRA.  Prior to granting consent 
any comments and recommendations from the FS-PHRA (or SAHRA) must be taken 
into account. 
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3.3. The Burra Charter.

In 1979 during a meeting of Australia ICOMOS (International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites) in a historical mining town in South Australia – Burra – the Aus-
tralian ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance was 
adopted.  It was given the abbreviated term ‘The Burra Charter’ and has been 
known as such since.  The Charter defines basic principles and procedures when 
dealing with heritages places in Australia.  It derives from the Venice Charter (writ-
ten in 1965 – which is in itself based on the Athens Charter of 1931), however, it 
is more practical and useful to the Australian climate.  The Charter provides prin-
ciples and a guiding philosophy on how to approach heritage conservation.  The 
Burra Charter has been updated a few times, the latest being in 2013.  

Over the years the Burra Charter has been adopted by other countries (such as 
South Africa) as it is a user friendly reference tool, which provides guidance to 
practitioners when dealing with heritage resources.  It is not limiting and “pro-
vides standard practice for those who provide advice, make decisions about, or 
undertake works to place cultural significance, including owners, managers and 
custodians.”6  The principles in the Charter have been widely used to identify the 
cultural significance of a place and assist in the decision making process related 
to conservation of built heritage resources.  

The NHRA’s requirements are fulfilled when based on the practices laid out in the 
Burra Charter.  These include the following articles:  

Article 2. Conservation and management
• Places of cultural significance should be conserved.
• Retain the cultural significance of a place.
• Good management implementation.
• Safeguarded of a place.

6. Icomos. (unknown). The Burra Charter. [Online] Available at: http://australia.icomos.
org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf. Accessed on 
19.01.2014. – page 1.

Article 3. Cautious approach
• Respect for the existing fabric, use, associations and meanings - changing as      
       much as necessary but as little as possible.

Article 4. Knowledge, skills and techniques
• Conservation should make use of all the knowledge, skills and disciplines   
     which can contribute to the study and care of the place.
• Traditional techniques and materials are preferred for the conservation of sig- 
     nificant fabric. In some circumstances modern techniques and materials    
    which offer substantial conservation benefits may be appropriate.

Article 5. Values
• Conservation of a place should identify and take into consideration all aspects  
     of cultural and natural.
• Relative degrees of cultural significance may lead to different conservation   
     actions at a place.
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3.4. The Nara Document on Authenticity.7  

The Nara Document on Authenticity, more commonly known as the Nara Docu-
ment was the outcome of an ICOMOS8, UNESCO ICCROM9 conference held at Nara 
in November 1994.  The document addresses the need for a broader understand-
ing of cultural diversity, heritage and how they relate to conservation.  The confer-
ence was held in order to ascertain the value and authenticity of cultural property 
in a more impartial manner.  Authenticity is an essential part in defining, assessing 
and monitoring cultural heritage – regardless of where it is located and what it 
comprises – however, based on these the cultural context should be considered 
when assessing an objects authenticity.  

The document has two main sections viz.:

1 – Cultural and Heritage Diversity
• The protection and enhancement of cultural and heritage diversity in our       
    world should be actively promoted as an essential aspect of human develop-    
    ment.
• Respect for cultural diversity and acknowledgment of the legitimacy of the      
    cultural values of all parties. 
• Tangible and intangible expression which constitute heritage should be re-    
    spected.
• The responsibility for cultural heritage and its management belongs to the   
  community that has generated it.  Additionally they must adhere to the   
 international charters and conventions and the principles and responsibilities  
 flowing from them.

2 – Values and Authenticity
• Conservation of cultural heritage in all its forms and historical periods is   
 rooted in the values attributed to the heritage.  Additionally their meaning is a  
 requisite basis for assessing all aspects of authenticity.

7. Icomos. (unknown). The Nara Document on Authenticity. [Online] Available at: http://
www.icomos.org/charters/nara-e.pdf. Accessed on 19.01.2014.
8. ICOMOS – International Council on Monuments and Sites.
9. ICCROM – International Centre for the study of the preservation and restoration of 
cultural property.

• Authenticity, is the essential qualifying factor concerning values. The under  
  standing of authenticity plays a fundamental role in all scientific studies of the  
 cultural heritage, in conservation and restoration planning, as well as within   
 the inscription procedures used for the World Heritage Convention and other  
 cultural heritage inventories.
• All cultures require that heritage properties must be considered and judged   
 within the cultural contexts to which they belong.
• Within each culture, recognition should be accorded to the specific nature of   
 its heritage values and the credibility and truthfulness of related information   
 sources.
• “Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its cultural context, and its  
  evolution through time, authenticity judgements may be linked to the worth       
  of a great variety of sources of information. 

      Aspects of the sources may include: 
o form and design, 
o materials and substance, 
o use and function, 
o traditions and techniques, 
o location and setting, 
o spirit and feeling, 
o other internal and external factors. 

• The use of these sources permits elaboration of the specific artistic, historic,   
 social, and scientific dimensions of the cultural heritage being examined.”10

10. Icomos. (unknown). The Nara Document on Authenticity. [Online] Available at: http://
www.icomos.org/charters/nara-e.pdf. Accessed on 19.01.2014.- page 2.
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3.5. Cultural Significance or Valuation of a resource.

The assessment of the cultural significance or valuation of any resource is often 
subjective.  For this reason a standard set of principles are used from which this 
can be determined.  The NHRA provides guidelines in Section 3(3) where if one or 
more of the following is applicable the place is determined to have the potential 
to be declared a resource: 

•  “its importance in the community, or pattern of South Africa’s history;
•  its possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of South Africa’s   
   natural or cultural heritage;
•  its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of   
     South Africa’s natural or cultural heritage;
•  its importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular     
    class of South Africa’s natural or cultural places or objects;
•  its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a    
    community or cultural group;
•  its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical      
    achievement at a particular period;
•  its strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group  
    for social, cultural or spiritual reasons;
•  its strong or special association with the life or work of a person, group or   
  organisation of importance in the history of South Africa; and
•  sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa.”11

Section 7 of the NHRA lists categories of importance with regard to heritage re-
sources i.e. grade 1; grade 2 etc.  However, this has yet to be determined by the 
SAHRA or FS-PHRA and therefore, not implemented.  

Using the information from the NHRA,the Burra Charter and an understanding of 
the Nara Document on Authenticity the Cultural Significance (valuation) of Ernest 
Oppenheimer Hospital and Site will be determined. 

The physical condition of the resource will not affect its significance or value, un-
less the resource has been altered and changed so much that it is not possible to 

11. Section 3(3) of the NHRA of 1999.

determine the historical fabric and therefore value.  However, even then if the 
resource is connected to one or more of the criteria laid out in Section 3(3) it may 
still be of great historical significance. 
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3.6. Conservation Terminology.

Various principles and terms which are commonly used when referring to her-
itage resources have been included bellow.  These have been taken from the 
NHRA, the Burra Charter and the Nara Document:    

Adaptation - changing a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use.  

Alter - any action affecting the structure, appearance or physical properties of a 
place or object, whether by way of structural or other works, by painting, plaster-
ing or other decoration or any other means.

Associations - the connections that exist between people and a place.  Associa-
tions may include social or spiritual values and cultural responsibilities for a place.

Compatible use - a use which respects the cultural significance of a place. Such a 
use involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance.  

Conservation - all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural 
significance.  In relation to heritage resources, includes protection, maintenance, 
preservation and sustainable use of places or objects so as to safeguard their cul-
tural significance.

Cultural significance - aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual, linguistic or 
technological value for past, present or future generations.  Cultural significance 
is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, re-
cords, related places and related objects.  Places may have a range of values for 
different individuals or groups.  The term cultural significance is synonymous with 
cultural heritage significance and cultural heritage value.  Cultural significance may 
change over time and with use.  Understanding of cultural significance may change 
as a result of new information.

Development - any physical intervention, excavation, or action, other than those 
caused by natural forces, which may in the opinion of a heritage authority in any 

way result in a change to the nature, appearance or physical nature of a place, or 
influence its stability and future well-being, including—

• construction, alteration, demolition, removal or change of use of a place or a    
 structure at a place;
• carrying out any works on or over or under a place;
• subdivision or consolidation of land comprising, a place, including the struc-  
  tures or airspace of a place;
• constructing or putting up for display signs or hoardings;
• any change to the natural or existing condition or topography of land; and
• any removal or destruction of trees, or removal of vegetation or topsoil.

Fabric - all the physical material of the place including elements, fixtures, contents 
and objects.  Fabric includes building interiors and subsurface remains, as well as 
excavated material.  Natural elements of a place may also constitute fabric. For ex-
ample the rocks that signify a Dreaming place.  Fabric may define spaces and views 
and these may be part of the significance of the place.

Heritage resource - means any place or object of cultural significance.

Improvement - in relation to heritage resources, includes the repair, restoration 
and rehabilitation of a place protected.

Interpretation - all the ways of presenting the cultural significance of a place.  In-
terpretation may be a combination of the treatment of the fabric (e.g. mainte-
nance, restoration, reconstruction); the use of and activities at the place; and the 
use of introduced explanatory material.

Living heritage - the intangible aspects of inherited culture, and may include—
cultural tradition;

• oral history;
• performance;
• ritual;
• popular memory.
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Maintenance  - the continuous protective care of a place, and its setting.  Mainte-
nance is to be distinguished from repair which involves restoration or reconstruc-
tion.  Examples of protective care include:

• maintenance — regular inspection and cleaning of a place, e.g. mowing and   
 pruning in a garden;
• repair involving restoration — returning dislodged or relocated fabric to its   
 original location e.g. loose roof gutters on a building or displaced rocks in a   
 stone bora ring;
• repair involving reconstruction — replacing decayed fabric with new fabric.

Place - a geographically defined area.  It may include elements, objects, spaces 
and views.  Place may have tangible and intangible dimensions.  Place has a broad 
scope and includes natural and cultural features.  Place can be large or small: for 
example, a memorial, a tree, an individual building or group of buildings, the loca-
tion of an historical event, an urban area or town, a cultural landscape, a garden, 
an industrial plant, a shipwreck, a site with in situ remains, a stone arrangement, 
a road or travel route, a community meeting place, a site with spiritual or religious 
connections.  Place includes—

• a site, area or region;
• a building or other structure which may include equipment, furniture,
• fittings and articles associated with or connected with such building or
• other structure;
• a group of buildings or other structures which may include equipment,
• furniture, fittings and articles associated with or connected with such
• group of buildings or other structures;
• an open space, including a public square, street or park; and
• in relation to the management of a place, includes the immediate
• surroundings of a place.

Preservation - maintaining a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration.  
It is recognised that all places and their elements change over time at varying rates.

Reconstruction - returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished 
from restoration by the introduction of new material.  New material may include 

recycled material salvaged from other places.  This should not be to the detriment 
of any place of cultural significance.

Restoration - returning a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or 
by reassembling existing elements without the introduction of new material.

Related object - an object that contributes to the cultural significance of a place 
but is not at the place.  Objects at a place are encompassed by the definition of 
place, and may or may not contribute to its cultural significance.  

Related place - a place that contributes to the cultural significance of another 
place.

Setting - the immediate and extended environment of a place that is part of or con-
tributes to its cultural significance and distinctive character.  Setting may include: 
structures, spaces, land, water and sky; the visual setting including views to and 
from the place, and along a cultural route; and other sensory aspects of the setting 
such as smells and sounds.  Setting may also include historical and contemporary 
relationships, such as use and activities, social and spiritual practices, and relation-
ships with other places, both tangible and intangible.  

Site - any area of land, including land covered by water, and including any struc-
tures or objects thereon.

Structure - any building, works, device or other facility made by people and which 
is fixed to land, and includes any fixtures, fittings and equipment associated there-
with.

Use - the functions of a place, including the activities and traditional and custom-
ary practices that may occur at the place or are dependent on the place.  Use 
includes for example cultural practices commonly associated with Indigenous peo-
ples such as ceremonies, hunting and fishing, and fulfilment of traditional obliga-
tions. Exercising a right of access may be a use.



12 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.



13 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Map indicating location of mines in proximity to Welkom - Superior Mining.

4. Welkom and Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital. 
 
4.1. History of Welkom.   

Welkom is located about 140 Km northeast of Bloemfontein in the Free State prov-
ince of the Republic of South Africa. The town is known as the Circle City with a 
Garden, or in Sesotho as Matjhabeng – the place where nations meet. This former 
name derives from the layout of the city and the latter from the migrant labour 
who meet to work on the mines.12

  
Numerous gold discovers occurred from 1900 in the area around Welkom. How-
ever, it was the discovery of the “gold-bearing reef in the Klerksdorp area in 1933 
by the Anglo American Corporation that encouraged geologists and other fortune 
seekers to view the north-western Free State as a potential gold field. Prospect-
ing intensified and the first high yields of gold were discovered in 1939. By 1940, 
sufficient work had been undertaken to prove the existence of gold in the area 
and thirteen mining areas were later demarcated around what would become the 
town of Welkom.”13 

Welkom was laid out on the farm Welkom in the Free State in 1947. The area only 
became a formal municipality in 1961 and a city 8 years later on the 14 February 
1968. The urban plan was designed by William Backhouse, a town and regional 
planning consultant to the Anglo American Corporation of South Africa. Backhouse 
designed Welkom as a garden city with а commercial centre built аrоund а central 
square. Stop streets and traffic lights were eliminated and long sweeping boule-
vards flanked by wide pavements are linked by large traffic circles. More than one 
million trees were planted, resulting in Welkom providing a beautifully planned 
and well laid out city, set in rolling green parklands with shady trees.14 

12.Source - Wikipedia. (unknown).
13. Source - Wikipedia. (unknown).
14. Source – Bloggers Africa 2013.
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Application to establish the Welkom ‘Township’ -  Unknown. (1968), page 21. Welkom coat of arms - Unknown. (1968), front cover.  
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The city and its suburbs are surrounded by various mines including; St Helena, 
Welkom, Western Holdings, Free State Geduld, President Brand, President Steyn, 
and Erfdeel- Dankbaarheid. These mines produce both gold and uranium. The 
mines are extremely deep and an enormous quantity of water is pumped to the 
surface where it collects and forms pans. As a result Welkom attracts abundant 
species of birds including Flamingo, Sacred Ibis, Egyptian Goose, Muscovy Duck, 
Marsh Owl, and even seagulls.15 

“At one time Welkom produced close to a quarter of the Western world’s gold and 
the city’s (white) residents prospered, living on what were then some of the richest 
gold deposits on the planet. The Anglo American Corporation, with Ernest Oppen-
heimer as its cofounder and director, was the biggest employer in the area. Anglo 
American employed an estimated staff complement of 170 000 people, according 
to the Free State Goldfields Chamber of Business.”16 Harmony Gold and Sibanye 
Gold form the main employers in Welkom today, however their staff complement 
is a fraction of that employed by Anglo American in Welkom’s heyday. Gold re-
serves have been depleted in the last 60 odd years, the high cost of extracting the 
remaining deposits is not justified by current gold prices. 

Additional mining in the area includes the Theunissen coal field which covers more 
than 23 500 hectares, located 12 km to the south of Welkom. A further 30 km 
south of the city lies the Star Mine, renowned for its constant production of high 
value diamonds.17  

Welkom experienced two earthquakes, in 1976 and 1990 respectively and a multi-
vertex tornado (also in 1990). It is possible that some of the damage seen in the 
buildings on the Hospital site has resulted from these natural occurrences – see 
section 6.4.2 for information on the buildings. 

Welkom is located on both the Western Free State Clay grassland and the Vaal-vet 
sandy grassland – two very different soil types. Typically trees and shrubs are not 

15. Source – Bloggers Africa 2013.
16. Source – L. Steyn (2013).
17. Wikipedia. (unknown).

Mr F.A. Unger addressing officials and visitors before Sir Ernest Oppenheimer cut the first sod of 
Welkom No. 2 Shaft (May 16th 1947) - Unknown. (1950). 

Aerial view of Welkom township in early 1950 - Unknown. (1950). 
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plentiful, however, the Anglo American Corporation planted numerous trees and 
shrubs within Welkom and surrounding Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital – creating 
park like green spaces. The site of the hospital includes some small local mammals 
such as the yellow mongoose.  
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4.2. History of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital.

In 1949 the Anglo American Corporation of South Africa made the decision that 
a single hospital was the best way to serve its five gold mines within the Welkom 
area. By constructing one large building instead of five separate smaller structures, 
the cost saving could be put into the equipment, construction of a first class build-
ing and into the staffing. The hospital was designed specifically to serve the condi-
tions associated with gold mining – as requirements differ depending on the type 
of mineral unearthed. 

“When it became clear – in the late 1940s – that in the Welkom area five new 
gold mines would be established, side by side, by the Group, and that a new town 
would be built, it was logical that a large single hospital scheme should be substi-
tuted for the five small hospital units that would otherwise be necessary. The late 
Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, the then Chairman of the Anglo American Corporation, 
which he established in 1917, immediately endorsed a proposal for a joint hospital. 
Sir Ernest was a great humanitarian and felt strongly that the exploitation of this 
great new goldfield presented a unique opportunity for improving he standards 
of living of all those who would be working in the mines there. The hospital in 
Welkom epitomised his warm human approach to matters affecting the welfare 
of the employees of the Group; and it was appropriate, therefore, that when the 
first stage of building was completed in 1952, the hospital should be named Ernest 
Oppenheimer Hospital in his honour.”18 

It was decided that the latest hospital planning information should be used when 
designing the new Welkom hospital - Anglo American Corporation’s Medical Con-
sultant, Dr. J. H. G van Bloomestein made a comprehensive tour of modern hospi-
tals in numerous overseas locations, including Sweden, Great Britain and the Unit-
ed States of America. “The most fruitful visit was paid to the Soderjukhust Hospital 
in Stockholm, where valuable details of modern hospital planning were provided 
by the architect, Mr. Hjalmar Cederstrom, a world authority.”19  

18. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 3.
19. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 5.

The late Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, Chairman from 1917 to 1957 of the Anglo American Corporation - 
Anglo American Corporation, page 31.
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Many of the ideas seen during his visit were translated to Mr Francis Lorne (Con-
sultant Architect), assisted by the Architectural Department of the Corporation – 
and more specifically Mr Kenneth Birch. 

A lesson learnt from the Stockholm hospital was one of standardization of build-
ing materials and equipment throughout the building. “In building the Ernest Op-
penheimer hospital two great objectives were achieved: first, the finest possible 
services and medical equipment were provided, and, secondly, they were provided 
economically.”20 

The hospital was constructed in three phases – corresponding with the growth of 
the mines. 
Phase one – was for eight wards to accommodate 352 beds, full service areas, 
theatres and axillary facilities (1952). Phase two – women’s and children’s and 
maternity sections (1955).  “These facilities, not usually associated with a hospi-
tal for ‘Native’ mineworkers, but became necessary as a result of the establish-
ment…, of villages in which the families of the more senior ‘Native’ employees 
were housed.”21  The third phase – consisted the erection of two additional ward 
blocks consisting of 320 beds (1957). 

The regulating body governing the operations of gold mines in South Africa stated 
that the number of beds available needed to be 1.5% to 2.5% of the total number 
of ‘Native’ mineworkers employed.22 “With this building programme completed, 
the hospital has 16 general wards, with a total of 704 beds; 64 beds in private 
wards for the more serious cases; and 60 beds in the women’s and children’s and 
maternity section, totalling 828 beds.”23 Upon its completion it was the largest in-
dustrial hospital in Southern Africa. 

20. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 5.
21. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 5.
22. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 3.
23. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 5.

The corner stone laid by Ernest Oppenheimer - Anglo American Corporation, page 2.
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The placement of the hospital was carefully considered, it needed to be close to 
the mines, but, not to close to the expanding town and industrial areas.  The site 
consists of 58 acres of rolling lawns. Careful consideration was given to the orienta-
tion of the main hospital building, which consists of four storeys, with flat roofs on 
which mobile patients could walk and sit in the open air and sunlight. 

The roof of the hospital wards, designed to allow patients to convalesce in the sunlight and fresh air, as seen from this image of circa 1954 - at an undefined point the flat roof became ineffective and pitched 
corrugated sheeting was installed to waterproof the area  - Anglo American Corporation, page 13.

“The design is based on a long axis stretching from east to west, with the ward 
wings branching from the main axis to the north so as to gain the maximum sun-
light and warmth in winter, whilst the service sections face south. The service sec-
tions (or “working areas”) house the operating theatres, the kitchen, the laun-
dry, the X-ray department, the pharmaceutical department, the laboratory, the 
physiotherapy department and the occupational therapy departments. The design 
meets the basic requirements that these service areas should be easily accessible 
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Key to perspective and location of facilities within the Hospital building - Anglo American Corporation, page 16.
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Aerial perspective of the Hospital, circa 1952 (the roof and wall structures are shown in section so as to reveal internal planning and equipment) - Anglo American Corporation, page 17.
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The children’s playroom in the eastern block - mural painted by the nurses - Anglo American Corpo-
ration, page 25.

from the wards but completely separate, so that there is quiet in the nursing area. 
At each end of the main axis is set a two-storied wing, also branching north and 
south, one of which comprises the administrative block, whilst the other houses 
the out-patients’ department and the women’s and children’s sections.”24 

The colour green was used extensively throughout the hospital building (floors, 
walls and tiles) in a variety of tones. Green was though to reduce eye strain and is 
considered to be calming colour. The tranquillity of the green palette was extended 
beyond the building through the landscaping and numerous trees that were plant-
ed throughout the 58 acre site.

24. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 13.

The operating theatre - with original green tiles - Anglo American Corporation, page 19.

Hubbard tank for hydroptherapy - with original tiles (assumed to be green) - note the border detail 
(used throughout the building) - Anglo American Corporation, page 22.
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The wards were designed on the ‘Nightingale’ model of large open plan spaces. 
In addition to allowing the nursing staff to access a larger number of patients (40 
beds), “past experience has shown that ‘Bantu’ patients prefer being nursed in 
large wards where there is always the possibility of having others of their tribe with 
them.”25 Situated at the northern most point of each ward is a solarium “through 
which the patient can see the countryside and where he may sunbathe or carry 
out occupational therapy work.”26  Towards the centre of each ward was the com-
munal toilet, as well as washing and sluice room facilities. Located at the southern 
end – where the ward connected to the corridor, were two small private wards (for 
special attention cases); the nursing sister’s office; a kitchenette; a sterilising and 
dressing room and the orderly’s office.  The orderly’s office faced the ward and 
had a glass wall allowing the orderly to oversee all of the beds in the ward from 
his desk. 

25. Source - van Bloomestein, Dr J.H.G. – page 102.
26. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 15.

Orderly /observation offices, located at the head of each ward - Anglo American Corporation, page 
14.
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Glass facade of main corridor on ground floor - Anglo American Corporation, page 15.

Hospital, circa 1958 - Unknown. (1968), page 179.

The corridors were designed to be extremely wide - a running joke at the time of 
completion was that the Corporation “planned to use our corridors for landing and 
housing its aircraft.”27  However, the reason was that the wide corridors could be 
transformed into temporary wards at short notice, without disturbing the other 
patients or modifying hospital routine. This was put into practice on two occasions 
within the first 20 years, once “during an outbreak of smallpox, and again during 
and epidemic of influenza.”28 

Within eight years (in 1960) the South African Medical Council approved the hos-
pital’s departments of medicine, surgery and orthopaedics in terms of the criteria 
for specialist training in a non-teaching hospital. At the time it was the only ‘Native’ 
hospital in the South African mining industry to achieve this approval.29  

In addition to construction of the Hospital, house and facilities for staff were placed 
within the site, resulting in staff being available at all hours for emergencies. Once 
a barren piece of land, the site became dominated by a large hospital complex, 
surrounded by smaller auxiliary structures and numerous mature trees. Creating 
an oasis for healthcare in the Free State landscape. 

27. Source - van Bloomestein, Dr J.H.G. – page 102.
28. Source - van Bloomestein, Dr J.H.G. – page 102.
29. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 30.
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Aerial perspective of the Hospital, circa 1965 (roof and wall structures shown in section so as to reveal internal planning and equipment). Image is later than previous sketch on page 21. Mortuary and Labora-
tory Building now part of Hospital complex - van Bloomestein, Dr J.H.G, page 107.
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4.3. Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital Architects.

Numerous plans are available, depicting not only the original architects design for 
the Hospital, but also numerous supporting structures. Buildings within the com-
plex were predominantly authored by the Anglo American Corporation’s architec-
tural department. 

All plans were signed off by what appears to have been the departments’ group 
head architect over the various phases. Department heads included N.D. Rath-
bone; D. Rufellon and S. Reay. All of the plans between 1952 and 1968 were 
stamped with the initials K. S. Birch, Group Architect – Kenneth Stanley Birch. The 
way the plans are stamped suggests that the plans were designed by Birch and ap-
proved by the head of the department. 

No information was found on the three, head group architects names, but much 
was found for Kenneth Stanley Birch. Francis Lorne was employed as the consult-
ing architect on the project and at the time was in practice with Kenneth Birch.

4.3.1 Kenneth Stanley Birch.

Kenneth Stanley Birch was born in 1914 in Johannesburg. He was the seventh child 
of British immigrants. Birch was educated in Johannesburg at Jeppe Preparatory 
and High schools. He furthered his education, studying architecture under Mar-
tienseen at the University of the Witwatersrand. From 1940 - 1945 he served with 
distinction in North Africa and Italy in the Royal Engineers of the Allied Armies.

Upon his return to South Africa, Birch joined the Anglo American Corporation. 
Sir Ernest Oppenheimer commissioned Scottish architect Francis Lorne to design 
the head offices for Anglo American Corporation at 45 Main Street in 1947. Birch 
worked on the project with Lorne and in 1948 the partnership Lorne & Birch was 
formed. From 1948 Lorne and Birch were responsible for twelve large integrated 
mining communities through Anglo American Corporation, comprising industrial 
plants, housing, hospitals and welfare and recreation buildings.

“Throughout his architectural career, Birch worked almost exclusively in the south-
ern African mining industry, his architectural career spanning South Africa, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, where he was responsible for the pioneering development of do-
mestic and industrial buildings and in South African gold mining towns in particu-
lar. Notably, he designed the mining town of Carletonville. His work also took him 
as far afield as Tanzania, Mozambique, and Namibia.”30  

Birch sketched and painted in watercolour throughout his life and his beautiful and 
well-annotated sketches of South African scenery date from the I930s to the late 
1980s (available at the Archival and Special Collections at UNISA). His sketch books 
also include drawings from his trips to Europe and the Middle East – one sketch 
book contains a drawing by the Modernist French architect Le Corbusier, following 
their first meeting in Paris in 1936. 

Birch was the uncle of renowned African writer Bessie Head, whose mother was 
Birch’s sister.31 He died at the age of 96 in 2010. 

30. Source – Fisher.
31. Source – Fisher.Kenneth Stanley Birch - Unisa.



27 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

4.3.2. Francis Lorne.

Francis Lorne was born in Falkirk, Scotland, in 1889. He took classes at the Falkirk 
School of Science and Art and in 1910 was articled to John Burnet & Son in Glas-
gow. He furthered his education, attending Eugène Bourdon’s day classes at Glas-
gow School of Architecture.32 

Upon completion of his studies he began work for Banister Fletcher & Sons in Lon-
don, where he remained for a year. In 1913 he sailed for New York and for the 
next 17 years he worked between America and Canada for numerous architectural 
practices. The Wall Street Crash of 1930 resulted in his return to “London as a part-
ner in Sir John Burnet & Partners, which then became Sir John Burnet Tait & Lorne 
following Burnet’s semi-retirement to the status of consultant.”33  

The practice was commission by Sir Ernest Oppenheimer in 1935 to design the An-
glo-American Corporation’s headquarters at 44 Main Street, Johannesburg. Lorne 
took the lead and designed the building after a number of visits to South Africa 
between 1935 and 1938.  

Following the Second World War, Oppemheimer once again commissioned the 
practice, but now more specifically, Lorne “to design the new technical head of-
fices for the Anglo-American Corporation at 45 Main Street, Johannesburg, imme-
diately adjacent to number 44.”34 Kenneth Birch of Anglo-American Corporation’s 
Architectural department assisted him on this project. 

Very early in the project Lorne informed Oppenheimer that he and his wife intend-
ed to relocate to South Africa. Following this, Lorne withdrew from his partnership 
with Tait and commenced a practice in Johannesburg with Kenneth Birch. 

From 1948 until 1954 Lorne and Birch were responsible for numerous mining com-
munities and their supporting functions. “He and his wife then ‘retired’ to Salis-

32. Source - Dictionary of Scottish Architects.
33. Source - Dictionary of Scottish Architects.
34. Source - Dictionary of Scottish Architects.

bury, Rhodesia where he recommenced practice with a new partner, Aubrey Pitt, 
designing the Arundel School and a number of corporate office buildings until he 
retired at the age of seventy-one in 1960.”35  Lorne passed away in June of 1963.

35. Source - Dictionary of Scottish Architects.

44 Main Street, Johannesburg - Anglo American Corporation designed by Francis Lorne (1938).
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The Southern / Main visitors entrance to the Hospital, shortly after completion - Anglo American 
Corporation, front cover.
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5. The Property Ownership of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital   
Erf 7186, Reitzpark, Welkom. 
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Image of Welkom showing location of the three Hospitals (Google Earth 2016). 

Welkom Mediclinic 
(Private Hospital) 

Bongani Hospital 
(Government Hospital) 

Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital 
(Currently closed) 

Reitzpark, Welkom with the location of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital (Google Earth 2016). Aerial view of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital (Google Earth 2016). 

6. The Earnest Oppenheimer Hospital.

6.1. Locality and Aerial Photography. 
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Main entrance to Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital - Power Road. 

Exterior of site from Eastern access, pedestrian gate - Mokhomo Road. 
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6.2. Site Cadastral boundaries and location of buildings. 

 1 - Doctor’s House.
 2 - Doctor’s House.
 3 - Doctor’s House.
 4 - Doctor’s House.
 5 - Doctor’s House.
 6 - First Doctor’s House.
 7 - Doctor’s House.
 8 - Junior Doctor’s House.
 9 - Junior Doctor’s House.
10 - Shed.
11 -Recreational Area.
12 - Audiometry Centre.
13 - Aptitude Testing Station. 
14 - Recreational Hall.
15 - Guard House and Carports.
16 - Nunnery. 
17 - Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital.
18 - Admin Building.
19 - Pedestrian Gate House.
20 - Mortuary.
21 - Laundry and Kitchen.
22 - X Ray.
23 - Laboratory Building.
24 - Carport.
25 - Carports. 
26 - Gate House and Toilets.
27 - Conference/Recreational Hall.
28 - Workshop and Store.
29 - Pump House and Inflammable Store.
30 - Paraplegic Workshop and Centre.

31 - Garage and Paint Shop.
32 - Boiler Room.
33 - Store.
34 - Nursery.
35 - Carports.
36 - Nurses Quarters.
37 - Dining Hall.
38 - Staff Quarters.
39 - Single Quarter Staff Housing.
40 - Dormitory Block.
41 - Ablution Block. 
42 - Laundry Block.
43 - Ambulance Carport.
44 - Casualty Waiting Area.
45 - Landscape Object.
46 - Carport.
47 - Carport.
48 - General Site. 
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Plan showing buildings in 1952. Plan showing buildings in 1960.

6.3. Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital Building Chronology.

Existing buildings

New buildings
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Plan showing buildings in 1970. Plan showing buildings in 1980.

Existing buildings

New buildings
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Plan showing buildings in 1990. Plan showing buildings currently.

Existing buildings

New buildings
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6.4. The Buildings on Erf 7186.

6.4.1. Site survey and significance assessment methodology.

The site inventory was carried out over three days of intense field study in July 
2016. All buildings located on the site were investigated and documented. The 
authors of this report, Keeling and McKechnie, together with two on site security 
guards (David and Edward) conducted the survey. The objective of this study was 
to conduct as complete as possible a survey, of the entire Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital site.

Access was possible to the interior of the majority of buildings. Where keys were 
not available, exterior survey was carried out and additional images taken through 
windows. The route of the survey was dictated by key availability. To assist with the 
identification and understanding of each building, existing as built plans (where 
available) were used during the site investigation. A survey sheet was completed 
for each building – this sheet has been transcribed and is available in section 6.4.2.

Depending on the character of the building or landscape, its context within the 
larger site and its evolution through time, authenticity judgements were based on 
the following criteria:

• form and design (architectural style), 
• materials and substance (aesthetics), 
• use and function (historical and intended), 
• traditions and techniques (rarity and technical interest), 
• location and setting (relationship to setting and place), 
• spirit and feeling (relationship to historical and social importance), and
• other internal and external factors (et al.).

The assessment of cultural significance or valuation of any resource is often subjec-
tive.  For this reason a standard set of principles was used to determine each indi-
vidual buildings significance.  The NHRA guidelines provided in Section 3(3) where 
used to determine whether the building / landscape has potential to be declared a 
conservation worthy resource: 

(a) its importance in the community, or pattern of South Africa’s history;
(b) its possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of South Africa’s  
 natural or cultural heritage;
(c) its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
 South Africa’s natural or cultural heritage;
(d) its importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular 
 class of South Africa’s natural or cultural places or objects;
(e) its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a 
 community or cultural group;
(f) its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achieve-
 ment at a particular period;
(g) its strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
 for social, cultural or spiritual reasons;
(h) its strong or special association with the life or work of a person, group or  
 organisation of importance in the history of South Africa; and
(i) sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa.

Additionally, the various buildings were graded by the authors to determine their 
importance as part of the national estate. Section 7 of the NHRA was used for this 
purpose. 
 Grade I: Heritage resources with qualities so exceptional that they are of special 
national significance;
 Grade II: Heritage resources which, although forming part of the national estate, 
can be considered to have special qualities which make them significant within the 
context of a province or a region; and
Grade III: Other heritage resources worthy of conservation,

Each building was further identified as being high, medium or low quality of the 
grading. 
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6.4.2.1 - Doctor’s House - Type 7. 
Building number: 1.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1955 - Original construction. 
1969 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - N.D. Rathbone and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, 
and gable end pigeon holes.

6.4.2.1 - Doctor’s House - Type 7. 
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional bedroom added in 1969.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically original, however, the house appears severe-
ly structurally compromised.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional bedroom and bathroom wing added - does not 
compromise integrity of design.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Back elevation of building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Entrance door of building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior kitchen of building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - refurbished in circa 1969. Original fire place in building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Bedroom in building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Toilet in building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1955) for building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1969) for building 1 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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6.4.2.2 - Doctor’s House - Type 7.
Building number: 2.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1955 - Original construction. 
1969 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - N.D. Rathbone and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place 
and gable end pigeon holes.

6.4.2.2 - Doctor’s House - Type 7.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional bedroom added in 1969.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically original, however, the house appears severe-
ly structurally compromised.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional bedroom and bathroom  wing added - does not 
compromise integrity of design. Red face brick facades bag 
washed and painted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Entrance door of building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Back elevation of building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Kitchen courtyard and coal shed of building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Lounge in building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Trough in outbuildings of building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Bedroom and Cupboard in building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1955) for building 2 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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6.4.2.3 - Doctor’s House - Type 6. 
Building number: 3.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1955 - Original construction. 
1969 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - N.D. Rathbone and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, 
original tiles in bathrooms and picture rails. 

6.4.2.3 - Doctor’s House - Type 6. 
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional en-suite bathroom added in 1969. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically original, however, the house appears se-
verely structurally compromised. Unpainted brick facade 
on West.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional en-suite bathroom - does not compromise 
integrity of design. Red face brick facades bag washed and 
painted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.

Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6.

Original brick on side patio of building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Back elevation of building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Fire place in lounge of building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Kitchen in building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6.

Bedroom in building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Extended en-suite bathroom in building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6 - 1969 addition.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1955) for building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1969) for building 3 - Doctor’s House Type 6 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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6.4.2.4 - Doctor’s House - Type 5.
Building number: 4.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1955 - Original construction. 
1962 & 1968 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - N.D. Rathbone and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place 
and picture rails.

6.4.2.4 - Doctor’s House - Type 5.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional bedroom added in 1962 and porch en-
closed in 1968.

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically original. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional bedroom and enclosed porch - does not com-
promise integrity of design. Red face brick facades bag 
washed and painted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5.

Side elevation of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5. Entrance off of street of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Underside of roof of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5 - steel poles tying walls together. 

Fire place in lounge of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5. Entrance doors of building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1955) for building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1962) for building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1968) for building 4 - Doctor’s House Type 5 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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6.4.2.5 - Doctor’s House - Type 7. 
Building number: 5.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1956 - Original construction. 
1962 & 1987 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - N.D. Rathbone and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, 
gable end pigeon holes and some original door furniture 
remains.

6.4.2.5 - Doctor’s House - Type 7. 
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional bedroom added in 1969 and pool in 1987 
for Dr Cant. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically fairly original. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional bedroom and bathroom wing added - does not 
compromise integrity of design.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Entrance door of building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Back door of building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Door hardware in building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Modified fire place in building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7.

Bedroom in building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7. Kitchen in building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1956) for building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1962) for building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions plan (1987) for building 5 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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6.4.2.6 - Doctor’s House - First Doctor’s House. 
Building number: 6.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and pool. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1986 - Pool added (other changes made but no plans).

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow originally red and dark brick, 
now white bag washed. 

Historical Use: Doctor’s House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects - reeded glass - modernist steel windows 
and modernist terracotta window sills.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

6.4.2.6 - Doctor’s House - First Doctor’s House. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Several evident on visual inspection, no planning records. 
Pool added in 1986. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Aesthetically fairly original. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of building 6.

Courtyard of building 6. Extension on right (not on original plan) of building 6.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of garage of building 6.

Fireplace in lounge of building 6. Original door on patio of building 6.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1952) for building 6 -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Pool plan (1986) for building 6 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.7 - Doctor’s House - Type 6.
Building number: 7.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - For Pool. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1956 - Assumed. 
1987 - Pool. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Doctor’s House / Senior Official House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Interesting mid 20 Century modern 
entrance door - reeded glass - modernist steel windows, 
modernist terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, 
original tiles in bathrooms and picture rails. 

6.4.2.7 - Doctor’s House - Type 6.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, additional en-suite bathroom added in 1969 (as-
sumed) and swimming pool added in 1987. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original, building in very poor condition 
and semi gutted. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Additional en-suite bathroom - does not compromise 
integrity of design. Red face brick facades bag washed and 
painted 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6.

Garage of building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Side patio of building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Fire place in lounge of building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Lounge of building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6.

Bedroom in building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6. Family bathroom in building 7 - Doctor’s House Type 6.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Pool plan (1987) for building 6 - Doctor’s House Type 7 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.8 - Junior Doctor’s House.  
Building number: 8.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No plans available. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

Mid 1950s (assumed). 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Junior Doctor’s House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows, modernist 
terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, interesting 
chimney feature and interesting brick planter boxes. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

6.4.2.8 - Junior Doctor’s House.  
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, verandah covered by thatch lapa. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Red face brick facades bag washed and painted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of building 8.

Back elevation of building 8. Side of building 8.

Panoramic view of front entrance of building 8.



79 
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6.4.2.9 - Junior Doctor’s House.  
Building number: 9.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No plans available 

Date of Construc-
tion:

Mid 1950s (assumed). 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology origi-
nally red and dark brick, now white bag washed.

Historical Use: Junior Doctor’s House.
Intended Use: Doctor’s House.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows, modernist 
terracotta window sills, interesting fire place, interesting 
chimney feature and interesting brick planter boxes. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

6.4.2.9 - Junior Doctor’s House.  
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: None apparent. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Red face brick facades bag washed and painted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Back view of building 9.

Planter at back of building 9. Patio at side of building 9.

Front entrance of building 9.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.10 - Shed.
Building number: 10.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No plans available. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

Unknown - assumed circa 1975.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Asbestos type storage shed. 

Historical Use: Storage shed / Carport.
Intended Use: Demolition.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Possible garage for Junior Doctor’s houses. 

6.4.2.10 - Shed.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: None.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Building is constructed of hazardous material and should 
be carefully demolished and disposed of in line with 
health and safety requirements. 

Protection: None.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.



82 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Front of building 10. Side of building 10.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.11 - Recreational Area.
Building number: 11.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1956 - Original construction. 
Circa late 1980s - Pool filled in (now a thatch lapa) and 
bowling green no longer in existence - assumed removal  
when new pools built at houses. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - K.S. Birch and S. G. Fampallh. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century public recreation facility.

Historical Use: Swimming Pool and change rooms with bowling green
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

6.4.2.11 - Recreational Area.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
structures.

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public social 
facilities provided to official staff and their families in the 
mining sector in mid century South Africa, specifically in 
relation to healthcare provided by South African mining 
corporations to black mine workers. 

Modifications: Pool filled in, lapa constructed, bowling green removed. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Much changed. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Yes, swimming pool and bowling green no longer in exist-
ence. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front of building 11.

Addition to side of building 11. Interior of building 11. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of back of building 11.

Thatch Lapa now in location of swimming pool - building 11.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1956) for building 11 - Change area for swimming pool - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1956) for swimming pool - building 11 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.12 - Audiometry Centre. 
Building number: 12.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1989 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa Limited- Ar-
chitectural Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Post modern public facility.

Historical Use: Audiometry Centre. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in close proximity to the aptitude testing station.

6.4.2.12 - Audiometry Centre. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public facilities 
provided to black workers in the mining sector in apart-
heid South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare 
provided by South African mining corporations to black 
mine workers. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original, limited changes.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of Eastern elevation of building 12.

Panoramic view of Southern elevation of building 12.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Main entrance to building 12.

Detail of side of building 12. Interior of building 12.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original construction plan (1989) for building 12 -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original elevations (1989) for building 12 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.13 - Aptitude Testing Station.
Building number: 13.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1954 - Original construction. 
1960; 1963; 1964; 1966; 1967; 1976; 1977; 1981 & 1983 
Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa Limited- Ar-
chitectural Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Industrial or warehouse type structure.

Historical Use: Aptitude Testing Station.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Building positioned on the corner of  Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital Site accessed from a main access roadway.

6.4.2.13 - Aptitude Testing Station.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

One of the early buildings designed as mining medical 
facilities for Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public facilities 
provided to black workers in the mining sector in apart-
heid South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare 
provided by South African mining corporations to black 
mine workers. 

Modifications: Various, including expansion of building, waiting areas, tea 
room and ablution facilities.

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Low.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Building exhibits potential to yield information regarding 
the testing and categorisation of mine workers in line with 
aptitude and suitability to various menial activities as-
signed to black mine workers in the South African mining 
sector in the mid 20th Century. 

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: High social significance.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of front (North elevation) of building 13.

Back (South) elevation of building 13. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

East elevation of building 13. Butterfly roof on section of South elevation of building 13.

Interior of building 13. Part of South elevation of building 13.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1954) for building 13 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations (1964) for building 13 -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alteration (1977) for building 13 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.14 - Recreational Hall.
Building number: 14.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1973 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa Limited- Ar-
chitectural Department - S. Reay. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Institutional Public Facility Architecture - functional archi-
tecture .

Historical Use: Public Hall.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

None.

6.4.2.14 - Recreational Hall.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public facilities 
provided to black workers in the mining sector in apart-
heid South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare 
provided by South African mining corporations to black 
mine workers. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original, limited changes .

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of Eastern elevation of building 14.

Panoramic of interior of building 14. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South elevation of building 14. North, Western elevation of building 14.

Serving hatch at back of building 14. Doors on Western side to building 14.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1973) for building 14 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.15 - Guard House and Carports.
Building number: 15.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No plans available. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

Circa 1980s 

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Post Modern.

Historical Use: Gate House and Carports.
Intended Use: Gate House and Carports.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

None.

6.4.2.15 - Guard House and Carports.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: None.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

None.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of carport - building 15.

Panoramic view of carport - building 15.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Exterior view of gate house from carport - building 15. Exterior view of gate house from road - building 15.

Roof over walkway opposite side of road of gate house - building 15. Interior of gate house - building 15.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.16 - Nunnery. 
Building number: 16.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1960 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20th Century bungalow - mass housing typology.

Historical Use: Nunnery and later Doctor’s rooms.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows, modernist ter-
racotta window sills and some original hardware.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
housing.

6.4.2.16 - Nunnery. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Yes, all interiors converted to offices.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

All interior aspects stripped to create offices .

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: The original accommodation was for 19 sisters of the Soci-
ety of Catholic Medical Missionaries (Incorporated) and six 
lay-sisters.

Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA.

Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.



107 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of partial Northern elevation - building 16.

Panoramic view of partial Northern elevation - building 16.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of Southern Elevation - building 16.

Panoramic view of Eastern elevation - building 16.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior reception area - building 16. Interior reception area - building 16.

Interior office - building 16. Interior office - building 16.



110 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 16 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations (1960) for building 16 -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Exterior.
Building number: 17 - Exterior. 
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1954  to 1988 for Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Main hospital complex - streamline modern movement. 

Historical Use: Mine workers Hospital Facility. 
Intended Use: Private Hospital.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Exceptional example of streamline modern architecture, 
modernist steel windows, flat roofs, finely crafted stock 
brick facades, Mendelssohnian curved bay windows and  
fine relief work on main entrance facade (cycad relief 
panel).

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Exterior.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Various alterations over time have not diminished the 
importance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital building as an 
excellent example of a South African modern movement 
healthcare facility. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Various additional wings and departments added. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex. 

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: High.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of Northern elevation of building 17 - Main hospital wards.

Panoramic view of Eastern elevation of building 17 - Main hospital casualty.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of partial Southern elevation of building 17 - Main hospital building service block.

Panoramic view of partial Southern elevation of building 17 - Laboratory / physio block.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Exterior view of wards and CT/X-ray block - building 17. Air conditioners fitted to wards - building 17.

Modifications to the front of a ward - building 17. Original flat roof with pitched corrugated roof sheeting (behind the parapet) and down pipes - 
building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Curved windows of 1957 (additional) wards - building 17.Curved windows of 1952 (original) wards - building 17.

Fire escape to wards, extended toilet block and electrical room in front of ICU - building 17. Addition to toilet block - filled in section in different brick - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Wards taken from the Western side - building 17.

ICU unit - building 17. Detail of entrance portico - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view of Western elevation of main hospital - Administration Block - building 17.

Detail of relief over Administration Block entrance - Cycads - building 17. Portico to Administration Block - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 17 - Administration Block -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 17 - Detail of Ward blocks Ground Floor - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 17 - Outpatients Department -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 17- Corridor and Service area of Ground Floor; South Elevation - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations (1956) for building 17 - Additional wards constructed -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations (1977) for building 17 - New ICU Unit -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alteration (1987) for building 17 - Extension to CT / X-Ray department - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alteration (1988) for building 17 - Extension to dispensary - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations (1988) for building 17 - Extension and alterations to ward toilets -  from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Ground Floor. 
Building number: 17.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1954  to 1988 for Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Main hospital complex - streamline modern movement. 

Historical Use: Mine workers Hospital Facility. 
Intended Use: Private Hospital.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Exceptional example of streamline modern architecture, 
modernist steel windows and Mendelssohnian curved bay 
windows.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Ground Floor. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Various alterations over time have not diminished the 
importance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital building as an 
excellent example of a South African modern movement 
healthcare facility. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Various additional wings added. Most interior fit out 
stripped and replaced with contemporary fittings. Toilet 
blocks extended and refitted. ICU wing added. X Ray wing 
added. East wing extended extensively. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex. 

Other: Original terrazzo staircase remains at West wing. Origi-
nal boardroom facilities including timber panelled walls 
at West wing. Original handrails remain on all interior 
staircases, original grano and mosaic stair treads assumed 
to survive under vinyl covering. Original lift doors remain. 
Original porthole ward doors remain at entrances to 
ward toilets. Ward lobby layout and fit out is substantially 
original, including original doors, substantial original door 
furniture, joinery and wet services. 

Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA.

Significance: High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Ground Floor. 
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.

Original terrazzo and mosaic staircase to Admin (East) Block - building 17.

Original terrazzo and mosaic staircase to Admin (East) Block - building 17. Original terrazzo and mosaic (with brass inserts) staircase to Admin (East) Block - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Main entrance to Admin (East) Block of the Hospital - building 17.Heater in the wards (not original) - building 17.

Laboratory in Main Hospital Building - building 17. Main entrance to Admin (East) Block of the Hospital - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Door closer to Boardroom of the Admin Building - building 17. Original ceiling of the Boardroom of the Admin Building - building 17.

Original window openers of the Boardroom of the Admin Building - building 17. Wood panelling in the Boardroom of the Admin Building - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Beds in one of the wards on the Ground Floor - building 17.Curved section of a ward on Ground Floor - building 17.

Main Ground Floor corridor (looking east) - building 17. Main Ground Floor corridor (looking west) - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior panorama of the ICU unit - building 17.

Isolation ward in the ICU unit - building 17. Admin section of the ICU unit - building 17. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original lift doors and surrounds - building 17.Open ward on the Ground Floor - building 17.

Original port hole doors to wards - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Cafe area - building 17.

Bathrooms off of wards - building 17. Pharmacy area - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Beds in the ward on the Ground Floor - building 17.A ward on the Ground Floor - building 17.

Laundry area - building 17. Laundry overseers office - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original doors to the service elevators - building 17.

Detail of the fire escape - building 17. Detail of the fire escape handrail - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Beds in the casualty ward - building 17.Casualty admission area - building 17.

A ward on the Ground Floor - building 17. The curved section of a ward on the Ground Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior First Floor.
Building number: 17.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1954  to 1988 for Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Main hospital complex - streamline modern movement. 

Historical Use: Mine workers Hospital Facility. 
Intended Use: Private Hospital.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Exceptional example of streamline modern architecture,  
modernist steel windows and Mendelssohnian curved bay 
windows.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior First Floor.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Various alterations over time have not diminished the 
importance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital building as an 
excellent example of a South African modern movement 
healthcare facility. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Various additional wings added. Most interior fit out 
stripped and replaced with contemporary fittings. Toilet 
blocks extended and refitted. East wing extended exten-
sively. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex. 

Other: Original terrazzo staircase remains at West wing. Design 
and fit out of West wing substantially original, including 
original bathroom at north west executive office. Original 
handrails remain on all interior staircases, original grano 
and mosaic stair treads assumed to survive under vinyl 
covering. Original lift doors remain. Original porthole ward 
doors remain at entrances to ward toilets. Ward lobby 
layout and fit out is substantially original, including original 
doors, substantial original door furniture, joinery and wet 
services.

Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA.

Significance: High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior First Floor.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.

First Floor corridor to wards - building 17.

Original staircase (terrazzo and mosaic floor covered with vinyl) with original handrail - building 17. Offices on First Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Maternity ward (East wing) - building 17.Maternity ward (East wing)- building 17.

Reception to maternity ward (East wing) - building 17. Corridor in maternity ward (East wing)- building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

General ward on First Floor - building 17.
Modified original fire doors - building 17.

Bathroom to wards - building 17. Curve of general ward on First Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Kitchen - building 17.

Original fire hose reel cupboard - building 17. Original fire hose reel cupboard - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Doors to service area - building 17. Theatres on First Floor - building 17.

Theatres on First Floor - building 17. Theatres on First Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Brass tracks to original theatre doors - building 17.

Original theatre doors - building 17. Original brass threshold plate - found in some areas - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Office in Admin block (West wing) - Building 17. Original window hardware in link between Hospital and Laboratory building - building 17.

Original window hardware in link between Hospital and Laboratory building - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original WC and tiles in bathroom off of office in Admin (West) wing - building 17. Original basin and tiles in bathroom off of office in Admin (West) wing - building 17.

Original pipes and tiles in bathroom off of office in Admin (West) wing - building 17. Original towel rail and tiles in bathroom off of office in Admin (West) wing - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original coat hook in Admin Block office (West wing) - building 17.

Original doors to Admin Block (West wing)- building 17.Original cupboard in Admin Block office (West wing) - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Second Floor. 
Building number: 17.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1954  to 1988 for Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Main hospital complex - streamline modern movement. 

Historical Use: Mine workers Hospital Facility. 
Intended Use: Private Hospital.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Exceptional example of streamline modern architecture,  
modernist steel windows and Mendelssohnian curved bay 
windows.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Second Floor. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Various alterations over time have not diminished the 
importance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital building as an 
excellent example of a South African modern movement 
healthcare facility. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Various additional wings added. Most interior fit out 
stripped and replaced with contemporary fittings. Toilet 
blocks extended and refitted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex. 

Other: Original handrails remain on all interior staircases, original 
grano and mosaic stair treads assumed to survive under 
vinyl covering. Original lift doors remain. Original porthole 
ward doors remain at entrances to ward toilets. Ward 
lobby layout and fit out is substantially original, including 
original doors, substantial original door furniture, joinery 
and wet services.

Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA.

Significance: High.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Ward on Second Floor - building 17.

Original door to bathrooms off of the ward (modified with steel panel) - building 17. Curved section of ward on Second Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Detail of skirting on Second Floor - building 17.Original lift doors on Second Floor - building 17.

Corridor to wards on Second Floor - building 17. Ward on Second Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Sterilising unit on Second Floor - building 17.
Sterilising unit on Second Floor - building 17.

Original light switch - building 17. Original port hole doors on Second Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Detail of original staircase with terrazzo and mosaics - building 17.Original staircase with terrazzo and mosaics - building 17.

Original staircase with terrazzo and mosaics - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Third Floor. 
Building number: 17.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1954  to 1988 for Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Main hospital complex - streamline modern movement. 

Historical Use: Mine workers Hospital Facility. 
Intended Use: Private Hospital.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Exceptional example of streamline modern architecture, 
modernist steel windows and Mendelssohnian curved bay 
windows.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Third Floor. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Various alterations over time have not diminished the 
importance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital building as an 
excellent example of a South African modern movement 
healthcare facility. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Various additional wings added. Most interior fit out 
stripped and replaced with contemporary fittings. Toilet 
blocks extended and refitted. 

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex. 

Other: Original handrails remain on all interior staircases, original 
grano and mosaic stair treads. Original lift doors remain. 
Original porthole ward doors remain at entrances to 
ward toilets. Ward lobby layout and fit out is substantially 
original, including original doors, substantial original door 
furniture, joinery and wet services. Original grano floor-
ing in ward wings. Original Vinyl flooring remains in ward 
lobbies.

Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA.

Significance: High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.17 - Main Hospital Building - Interior Third Floor. 
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.

Original cupboards and sink in ward on Third Floor- building 17.

Alarm in ward on Third Floor- building 17. Original cupboards and sink in ward on Third Floor- building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Ward on Third Floor - building 17. Ward on Third Floor - building 17.

Ward on Third Floor - building 17. Original plug on Third Floor - building 17.



157 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Doors to service area on Third Floor - building 17.Original sink and pipes on Third Floor - building 17.

Ward on Third Floor - building 17. Ward on Third Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Corridor and Lifts on Third Floor - building 17.
Corridor on Third Floor - building 17.

Detail of skirting on Third Floor - original skirting and flooring was green - building 17. Corridor on Third Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original wall colour on Third Floor - building 17.Original Linoleum on Third Floor - building 17.

End windows to corridor on Third Floor - building 17. Original Linoleum and green floor paint on Third Floor - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Contemporary corrugated roof sheeting placed over original flat roof - building 17.
Contemporary corrugated roof sheeting placed over original flat roof - building 17.

Contemporary corrugated roof sheeting placed over original flat roof - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.18 - Admin Building.
Building number: 18.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Forms part of main hospital complex.

Historical Use: Administration Offices. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in front of casualty entrance.  

6.4.2.18 - Admin Building.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public facilities 
provided to black workers in the mining sector in apart-
heid South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare 
provided by South African mining corporations to black 
mine workers. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original, limited changes .

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Western elevation of Admin building - building 18.

Back elevation of Admin building - building 17. Southern elevation of Admin building - building 17.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 18 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.19 - Pedestrian Gate House.
Building number: 19.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - assumed. 

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional. 

Historical Use: Pedestrian Gate House. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in front of casualty entrance.  

6.4.2.19 - Pedestrian Gate House.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: None.
Modifications: None apparent. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original, limited changes .

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Low.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Southern elevation of Pedestrian Guard House - building 19.Interior of Pedestrian Guard House - building 19.

Pedestrian gate house as seen from the Hospital side - building 19.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.20 - Mortuary.
Building number: 20.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1966 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional with a Brazilian Modern Influence.

Historical Use: Mortuary. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows and modernist 
terracotta window sills. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.20 - Mortuary.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Western elevation of Mortuary - building 20.

Eastern elevation of Mortuary - building 20. Southern elevation of Mortuary - building 20.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation of Mortuary - building 20.

Southern elevation of Mortuary - building 20. Interior of Mortuary - building 20.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1966) for building 20 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.21 - Laundry and Kitchen.
Building number: 21.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction (part of main Hospital Build-
ing 17). 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Assumed D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Forms part of main hospital complex - streamline modern 
movement. 

Historical Use: Laundry (Ground Floor) & Kitchen (First Floor).  
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows, modernist ter-
racotta window sills and original joinery units in laundry 
managers office. 

6.4.2.21 - Laundry and Kitchen.
Relationship to 
setting and place:

Forms part of the original hospital building, a low slung 
modern movement building, sighted within a hospital 
precinct within the flat Free State landscape. 

Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Original laundry equipment removed and modern kitchen 
installed. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original, limited changes .

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Forms part of a relatively original modern movement 
healthcare complex.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: High.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category II - High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Entrance from courtyard into Laundry - building 21.

Southern elevation of Laundry & Kitchen - building 21. Detail of overhang of Laundry - building 21.

Entrance into Hospital from Laundry courtyard - building 21.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Fire escape from kitchen on First Floor - building 21. Laundry courtyard - building 21.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of Kitchen - building 21.

Office in Laundry - building 21. Interior of Laundry - building 21.

Interior of Kitchen - building 21.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.22 - X-Ray. 
Building number: 22.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1959 - Addition. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - assumed D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Forms part of main hospital complex - streamline modern 
movement. 

Historical Use: X- Ray department. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Attached to original streamline modern hospital block.   

6.4.2.22 - X-Ray. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid century South 
Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided by 
South African mining corporations to black mine workers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Additions and internal refurbishment.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Roof of X-Ray building - building 22.

Southern elevation of X-Ray - building 22.

Southern elevation of X-Ray - building 22.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of X-Ray - building 22.
Interior of X-Ray - building 22.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions to X-Ray (1959) building 22 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.23 - Laboratory Building.
Building number: 23.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1962- Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - W. Surgn. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Regional Modernism.  

Historical Use: Laboratory . 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. Modernist steel windows, modernist ter-
racotta window sills, curtain windows, Brazilian inspired 
staircase and Brazilian inspired entrance canopy.

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.

6.4.2.23 - Laboratory Building.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa 

Modifications: New entrance area - date unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original, additions easily distinguish-
able. 

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Southern elevation of Laboratory - black glass for Laboratory - building 23.

Southern elevation of Laboratory - building 23.

South / Western elevation of Laboratory - building 23.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South / Eastern elevation of Laboratory building - building 23.
Eastern elevation of Laboratory building - building 23.

North / Eastern elevation of Laboratory building - building 23. North / Western elevation of Laboratory building - building 23.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of Laboratory building - building 23. 

Courtyard between Laboratory building and Main Hospital with link/bridge - building 23. 

Interior of Laboratory building - building 23. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Handrail in staircase of Laboratory building - building 23.
Interior of Laboratory building - building 23. 

Interior of Laboratory building - building 23. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1962) for building 23 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1962) for building 23 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.24 - Carport.
Building number: 24.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

Unknown - assumed 1980s. 

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Carports. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in front of Hospital entrance.  

6.4.2.24 - Carport.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A. 
Modifications: None seen.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

View of carports from the South - building 24. View of carports from the North - building 24.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.25 - Carports.
Building number: 25.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1965 - Original construction. 
1969 - Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Carports. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located near entrance to Hospital.  

6.4.2.25 - Carports.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Not built as per plan.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panorama of double sided carports - building 25.

View of single sided carport - building 25. Detail of carport structure - building 25.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1965) for building 25 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.26 - Gate House & Toilets. 
Building number: 26.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1987 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.  

Historical Use: Gate House and Toilets. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

N/A.  

6.4.2.26 - Gate House & Toilets. 
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A. 
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Low.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Toilet block - building 26.

Eastern elevation of Gate House and Toilet block - building 26. Gate House - building 26.

Interior of male toilets - building 26.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1987) for building 26 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.27 - Conference / Recreational Hall.
Building number: 27.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Additions & alterations. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1954 - Assumed original construction. 
1965 - Additions & alterations.

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20 Century Bungalow. 

Historical Use: Lecture Hall, Recreational Hall, Conferencing Facility. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows and modernist 
terracotta window sills. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.27 - Conference / Recreational Hall.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Additions & alterations.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original, additions easily distinguish-
able.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown, brick bag washed and painted white.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 27. Western elevation - building 27.

Southern elevation - building 24. Detail of entrance into building - building 27.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of conference centre - building 27.

Detail of kitchen units - building 27. Kitchen - building 27.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions and alterations (1965) for building 27 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.28 - Workshop & Store.
Building number: 28.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1954 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Modernist / industrial.

Historical Use: Workshop and Store. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects, modernist steel windows, modernist ter-
racotta window sills and curtain windows

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.28 - Workshop & Store.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Southern elevation - building 28.

Northern elevation - building 28.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Eastern elevation - building 28.

Interior - building 28. Interior - building 28.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1954) for building 28 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.29 - Pump House & Inflammable Store.
Building number: 29.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1953 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Modernist / industrial. 

Historical Use: Pump house and non-inflammable store. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.29 - Pump House & Inflammable Store.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Additions - date unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Medium. 
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Flammable store - building 29. Part of flammable store area - building 29.

Side of pump house - building 29. Entrance to pump house - building 29.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1953) for building 29 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.30 - Paraplegic Workshop and Centre.
Building number: 30.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1977 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - John Cock. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional. 

Historical Use: Paraplegic Workshop. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.30 - Paraplegic Workshop and Centre.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.  

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 30.

Western elevation - building 30. Eastern elevation - building 30.

Southern elevation - building 30.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1977) for building 30 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.31 - Garage and Paint Shop.
Building number: 31.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1953 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional  / Industrial butterfly roof. 

Historical Use: Garages and paint shop.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.31 - Garage and Paint Shop.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Western elevation - building 31.

Eastern elevation - building 31.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 31.

Detail of brick bond - building 31. Interior of garage and paint shop - building 31.

Southern elevation - building 31.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1953) for building 31 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.32 - Boiler Room.
Building number: 32.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction and additions. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1952 - Original construction. 
1953 & 1966 Additions. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - D. Rufellon and K.S. Birch. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Boiler House. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.32 - Boiler Room.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: Yes - structure is more than 60 years old - Section 34.1 of 

the NHRA.
Significance: Medium.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - Medium.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Western elevation - building 32.

Southern elevation - building 32. Eastern elevation - building 32.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior of Boiler Room - building 32.

Interior of Boiler Room - building 32. Side of Boiler Room - building 32.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1952) for building 32 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions (1953) to building 32 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 



216 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Additions (1966) to building 32 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.33 - Store.
Building number: 33.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s  - Assumed. 

Original Architect: Unknown. 
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional. 

Historical Use: Store. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.33 - Store.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.  

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 33.

Southern elevation - building 33. Eastern elevation - building 33.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

North, Eastern elevation - building 33.

Detail of window cill - building 33. Entrance portico - building 33.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.34 - G.D.S. Gardens Nursery.
Building number: 34.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Alterations. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s - Assumed - original construction. 
1988 - Alterations

Alterations Archi-
tect:

Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department &  Free Gold North - Deon Cilliers. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional. 

Historical Use: Nursery. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings - located towards the edge of the site.   

6.4.2.34 - G.D.S. Gardens Nursery.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation of electrical room - building 34.

Interior of electrical room - building 34. Southern elevation of electrical room - building 34.

North, Western elevation of electrical room - building 34.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Southern elevation of Nursery - building 34.

Northern elevation of Nursery - building 34. Eastern elevation of Nursery - building 34.



223 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Panoramic view in the Nursery courtyard - building 34.

Storage area in the Nursery - building 34. Interior of a room in the Nursery - building 34.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Alterations Plan (1988) for building 34 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.35 - Carports.
Building number: 35.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s Assumed. 

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Carports. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in close proximity to staff housing.  

6.4.2.35 - Carports.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: None.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Southern elevation of carports - building 35.

Southern elevation of carports - building 35.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Western elevation of carports - building 35.

Detail of carports - building 35. Southern elevation of carports - building 35.

Detail of carports - building 35.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.36 - Nurses Quarters.
Building number: 36.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - Original construction. 
1990s - Assumed date of addition.

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Post Modern. 

Historical Use: Nurses sleeping quarters.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.36 - Nurses Quarters.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. Located on site of original staff housing.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: New link between buildings 36 and 37, constructed in 
1997 in post modern style. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South, Eastern elevation - building 36.

Western elevation - building 36.

Eastern elevation - building 36.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior (used as waiting area for doctors offices and consulting rooms) - building 36.

Interior (used as consulting room) - building 36. Link between Nurses quarters (left) and new extension (right) - building 36.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 26 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 26 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.37 - Dining Hall.
Building number: 37.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - Original construction. 
1990s - Assumed date of addition.

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Post Modern. 

Historical Use: Dining hall & doctors consulting rooms.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.37 - Dining Hall.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. Located on site of original staff housing.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: New link between buildings 36 and 37, constructed in 
1997 in post modern style. 

Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.



234 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Eastern elevation - building 36 & 37 link.

Plaque in link building - building 36 & 37 link. Main space - building 36 & 37 Link.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 37.

North, Western elevation - building 37.

Entrance portico - building 37.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior (used as waiting area for consulting rooms) - building 37.

Interior (used as waiting and reception area for consulting rooms) - building 37. Interior (used as consulting rooms) - building 37.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 37 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.38 - Staff Quarters.
Building number: 38.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Post Modern. 

Historical Use: Staff Quarters.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. 

6.4.2.38 - Staff Quarters.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. Located on site of original staff housing.

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Unknown. 
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 38.

Eastern elevation - building 38.

Partial Southern elevation - building 38.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Courtyard - building 38. Interior - building 38.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 38 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.39 - Single Quarter Staff Housing.
Building number: 39.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1973 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - S.Reay. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20 Century Bungalow. 

Historical Use: Staff Housing. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. Located adjacent to historical staff 
housing.  

6.4.2.39 - Single Quarter Staff Housing.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Limited.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Eastern elevation - building 39.

Western elevation - building 39.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior - building 39.

Interior - building 39. Edge detail - Steel frame and rods holding building together - building 39.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1973) for building 39 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.40 - Dormitory Block.
Building number: 40.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1965 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - Unknown. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Mid 20 Century Eclectic. 

Historical Use: Staff Dormitory. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.40 - Dormitory Block.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

Unusual cantilevered concrete staircases. 

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern section of Western elevation - building 40.

Southern section of Western elevation - building 40.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior - building 40.

Interior - building 40. Exterior corridor - building 40.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Interior - building 40.

Threshold detail to exterior corridor - building 40. Staircase - building 40.



250 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1965) for building 40 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.41 - Ablution Block.
Building number: 41.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1965 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - M. G. Carter. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional. 

Historical Use: Ablutions. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings.  

6.4.2.41 - Ablution Block.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Forms a built document of healthcare facilities and health-
care provision in the mining sector in mid 20 Century 
South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare provided 
by South African mining corporations to black mine work-
ers. 

Social Importance: Buildings inform the history of mining, healthcare and 
black labour in South Africa.

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South Western elevation - building 41.

Western elevation - building 41. Interior - building 41.

Northern elevation - building 41.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1965) for building 41 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.42 - Laundry Block.
Building number: 42.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

Yes - Original construction. 

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980 - Original construction. 

Original Architect: Anglo American Corporation of South Africa - Architectural 
Department - MDUP. 

Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Laundry for Staff housing. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Part of a cluster of similarly scaled massed and designed 
functional buildings. Located in close proximity to staff 
housing. 

6.4.2.42 - Laundry Block.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

None.

Social Importance: Building represents a built document of public facilities 
provided to black workers in the mining sector in apart-
heid South Africa, specifically in relation to healthcare 
provided by South African mining corporations to black 
mine workers. 

Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South Western elevation - building 42. Northern elevation - building 42.

Eastern elevation - building 42. Window on Western elevation - building 42.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Original building Plan (1980) for building 42 - from Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.43 - Ambulance Carport.
Building number: 43.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No.

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s - Assumed.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Ambulance parking. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

N/A.

6.4.2.43 - Ambulance Carport.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 43.

Western elevation - building 43. Detail - building 43.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.44 - Casualty Waiting Area.
Building number: 44.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No.

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s - Assumed.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Casualty waiting area (with benches). 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in close proximity to side entrance gate and hospi-
tal casualty department. 

6.4.2.44 - Casualty Waiting Area.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Eastern elevation - building 44.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.45 - Landscape Object.
Building number: 45.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No.

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s - Assumed.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Unknown. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

N/A.

6.4.2.45 - Landscape Object.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Northern elevation - building 45.

Southern elevation - building 45. Interior ramp- building 45.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.46 - Carport.
Building number: 46.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No.

Date of Construc-
tion:

1970s - Assumed.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Carport. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in close proximity to casualty department. 

6.4.2.46 - Carport.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

Eastern elevation - building 46.

Northern elevation - building 46.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.47 - Carport.
Building number: 47.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

No.

Date of Construc-
tion:

1980s - Assumed.

Original Architect: Unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

Functional.

Historical Use: Carport. 
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

No rare aspects. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Located in close proximity to mortuary. 

6.4.2.47 - Carport.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

N/A.

Social Importance: N/A.
Modifications: Unknown.
Integrity of current 
Structure:

Fairly aesthetically original.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

Unknown.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

None.

Other: Unknown.
Protection: No.
Significance: N/A.
Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

N/A.

Grading: N/A.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

South, Eastern elevation - building 47
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

6.4.2.48 - General Site.
Building number: 48.
Location:

Approved / Exist-
ing Plans: 

N/A.

Date of Construc-
tion:

N/A.

Original Architect: Landscaper unknown.
Architectural Style 
/ Aesthetics :

N/A.

Historical Use: N/A.
Intended Use: Unknown.
Rarity or Technical 
interest:

Established trees and greenery contribute to the sense 
of place as well as the character of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital Site. 

Relationship to 
setting and place:

Established trees and greenery contribute to the sense 
of place as well as the character of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital Site. 

6.4.2.48 - General Site.
Relationship to 
historical aspects:

Established trees and greenery contribute to the sense 
of place as well as the character of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital Site. 

Social Importance: Established trees and greenery contribute to the sense 
of place as well as the character of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital Site. 

Modifications: Unknown - Any changes to the green heritage of the site 
need to be made in consultation with a landscape archi-
tect or horticulturist.

Integrity of current 
Structure:

N/A.

Known lost aspects 
or changes made:

N/A.

Scientific or Re-
search Potential:

N/A.

Other: Existing trees located on the site are in excess of 60 years 
old. Species include; Silky Oak, Tipiana, Pine, and Pride of 
India Trees. Various species of indigenous aloe are found 
around the site. 

Protection: Yes - site was established over 60 years ago - Section 34.1 
of the NHRA.

Significance: Trees contribute to the character of a site protected in 
terms of the National Heritage Resources Act and also the 
National Environmental Management Act.

Section 3.3 of 
NHRA:

(a); (d) & (h).

Grading: Category III - High.
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ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

General site - looking South from top road. 

General site - looking North from roof of Hospital.
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General site - looking East towards front of Hospital.

General site - looking East from roof of Hospital. General site - looking North at Recreational area. 
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7. Traditional African Culture and Contemporary Medicine in 
the South African Mining Industry. 

7.1. Introduction.

In the last decade of the nineteenth and the first decade of the twentieth Century, 
when the mines along the gold reef on the Witwatersrand started to engage large 
numbers of ‘Bantu’ employees it was quickly discovered that the existing hospital 
facilities dotted along the reef would need to be augmented.  The hospitals were 
inadequate structurally, with regards to equipment and personal, with the disease 
and injuries common in the work force, more and better medical and nursing ser-
vices and hospital facilities had to be provided. It was decided that the mines – 
more specifically the mine managers – needed to provide better medical, nursing 
services and hospital facilities for their employees. “The ‘hospitals’ provided in the 
early days were usually merely rooms in the compounds.”36   

It became increasingly evident to those involved in the mines and in the medical 
profession that existing concepts and practices of medical care in the mining indus-
try needed radical transformation. The opening of the new mines of the Orange 
Free State in the late 1940’s presented the catalyst for that change.  

7.2. Social Factors in South Africa.

By the late 1940’s South Africa’s policies of racial separation and exclusion were 
garnering widespread international criticism and condemnation. At the time of the 
planning of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital, a concerted effort was made by the 
Anglo American Corporation to promote and improve trade relations outside of 
South Africa. The hospital was conceptualised as a showpiece for an advanced 
medical facility and an example of Anglo American’s benevolent care for their work 
force. 
 

36. Source - van Bloomestein, Dr J.H.G. - page 100.

Workers in President Brand No. 1 shaft (circa. 1947) - Unknown. (1950). 

The cafeteria system used in the dining block of the Hostel at Welkom No. 2 shaft (circa 1947)- Un-
known. (1950). 
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Excavations for a collar, Welkom No.2 (August 18th 1947) - Unknown. (1950). 

7.3. Traditional Culture and Contemporary Medical Practice.

From its inception, the majority of patients treated in Ernest Oppenheimer Hospi-
tal had come from remote and rural corners of South and Southern Africa to work 
on the mines. “Tribesmen living under the rule of chiefs and headmen.37 Prior to 
this they had experienced little contact with the Western world. “Their knowledge 
of modern hygiene is rudimentary, if it exists at all; the first principles of medicine 
are unknown to them; tribal customs for dealing with the sick and the halt and the 
maimed are at best crude, sometimes cruel. Large numbers of them are steeped in 

37. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 8.

witchcraft - and witchcraft is based on superstition and is all too often the enemy 
of all medical science. It is these people who come, as a great adventure, to the 
gold mines of the Orange Free State - as they go to mines in Rhodesia and else-
where in South Africa - and it is a strange and alarming world they find here.”38   

Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital was broadly believed to be responsible for changing 
the mine workers attitudes to Western medical practice. “‘Native’ mineworkers, 
particularly those from the remoter areas, had a deep and superstitious dread of 
hospital treatment. To-day these workers, when feeling unwell attend sick parade 
at the mine dressing station as a matter of course and, when further treatment 
is necessary enter the hospital with complete confidence… If they go to [Ernest 
Oppenheimer] hospital they think they are in a little heaven… the huge building 
seems to them like a city hotel; they marvel at the cleanliness and the comfortable 
beds, with snow white sheets.”39  During this period (1950’s) the hospital was seen 
as the place where “the ‘Native’ was taught, under the supervision of the hospital’s 
medical officers and training officials, to protect himself from injury and disease, to 
observe the simple rules of personal and collective hygiene and to seek skilled help 
and succour when there is need.”40  

On the mines employees were given opportunities41 to attend courses in first aid 
and were often the first to respond when incidents occurred underground. They 
attended the injuries, reported to the mine orderlies, who then assessed the situ-
ation and decided if greater medical expertise were required – if so the patients 
were then sent to the Hospital. To assist with the large number of patients, Anglo 
America developed a policy to employ ‘Native’ workers within the Hospital itself. 
Here people were trained to be orderlies (who assisted the nurses and doctors, 
and oversaw the patients in the wards) or they were offered staff positioned within 
the Hospital, such as cooks, cleaners or grounds men. 
There are obvious benefits associated with a healthy work force in terms of in-

38. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 4.
39. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 4.
40. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 4.
41. Employees were sent to the Aptitude Testing Station on the grounds of the Hospital, 
here they were given opportunities to undergo testing to assess their leadership skills and 
promotion possibilities.
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Orderlies at the mines attend to minor wounds - Anglo American Corporation, page 11.

creased productivity and reduced employee downtime, due to injury or sickness, 
however, Anglo American were of the opinion that “the hospital and the health 
administration associated with it are there in fulfilment of a broad humanitarian 
policy that does not attempt to measure benefits against cost.”42   

42. Source - Anglo American Corporation – page 10.

One of the Catholic nurses providing anatomy classes to the orderlies - Anglo American Corpora-
tion, page 7.

The original kitchen - since updated and modernised - Anglo American Corporation, page 21.
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Test underway at the Aptitude testing centre on the Hospital grounds - Unknown. (1968), page 174. A doctor examines a new arrival at the Reception centre / Aptitude centre - Anglo American Corpo-
ration, page 8.
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8. Significance of Place.  
  
8.1. Assessment of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital. 

The site of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital has changed substantially over the 65 
years since its inception. Developing from an open piece of ground, to a small col-
lection of buildings that supported a hospital, to an entire virtually self-sustainable 
complex. The development and expansion of the various buildings has enhanced 
and augmented the importance and functions of the Hospital. The site can be 
viewed as a collection of buildings from different eras, designed around areas des-
ignated for different activities.

8.2. Cultural Significance and valuation of Ernest Oppenheimer 
 Hospital, Welkom.

Architecture, like other cultural constructs, is a carrier of multiple meanings and 
values for past, present or future generations – the cultural significance of a build-
ing can relate to historical, aesthetic, social, spiritual, technological, scientific, eco-
nomic or other values (also see SA National Heritage Act 199, Clause 2 (vi); Aus-
tralia ICOMOS 1999 Burra Charter, Article 1.2). 

From analysis of historical events and ideas, as well as the design discourse used by 
the architects, a definition of cultural significance or values is formulated, followed 
by a Statement of Significance – the Statement of Significance is internally used 
in impact assessment as well as heritage management to direct all future inter-
ventions on culturally significant artefacts, including architecture.  The degree of 
change that is possible should be guided by the cultural significance of the building 
and its appropriate interpretation. 
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Criteria for cultural sig-
nificance.

Definition of significance / value of Ernest Op-
penheimer Hospital, Welkom.

1. Historical Some, approximately half of the buildings on 
the site are more than 60 years old.

2. Aesthetic Some – the main Hospital building is a rare ex-
ample of a streamline modern public building.

3. Social Some, the facility has provided medical facilities 
to the mining community half a century. 

4. Spiritual Some – there is a church section to the Nun-
nery.

5. Technological Some – the buildings and facilities depict the 
development of medical practice over the last 
half a Century.

6. Scientific Some – the buildings and facilities show the 
development of medical practice over the last 
half a Century.

7. Economic Some – the reuse of the building as a hospital 
will provide employment to members of the 
surrounding community.

8. Other Beautiful wooded and greened grounds.

The proposal is for the upgrading of existing facilities at Ernest Oppenheimer Hos-
pital in Welkom, for the site to once again fulfil its function as a hospital facility. 
The numerous buildings hold various significances as seen in section 6.4.2. of this 
document. These have been summarised and permissible changes identified. 

The significance of the hospital site lies not only in its historical structures, but, 
also in its social value as a healthcare facility within the Welkom community. The 
proposed development of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital will retain these values, 
extending the facility to cater to a growing and diverse local community.  The pro-
posed upgrade of the entire Site will result in the accommodation of modern facili-
ties and requirements serving the current and future needs of the local communi-
ties.  
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8.3. Summary of significance of all buildings.

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Comments: Permissible Action:

Grade: Value:

1. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Structurally compromised. Alterations or demolition permissible.
2. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Structurally compromised. Alterations or demolition permissible.
3. Doctor’s House Type 6. 1955 Yes III Low Structurally compromised. Alterations or demolition permissible.
4. Doctor’s House Type 5. 1955 Yes III Low Aesthetically fairly original, ap-

pears to be in fair condition.. 
Alterations permissible. 

5. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permissible.

6. First Doctor’s House. 1952 Yes III Low Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permissible. 

7. Doctor’s House Type 6. 1956 Yes III Low Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in poor condition.

Alterations permissible. 

8. Junior Doctor’s House. Circa. 1956 Yes III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Minor alterations permissible. 

9. Junior Doctor’s House. Circa. 1956 Yes III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Minor alterations permissible. 

10. Shed. Circa. 1975 No N/A N/A Appears to be constructed out 
of asbestos. 

To be demolished and disposed of in 
line with health and safety require-
ments. 

11. Recreational Area. 1956 Yes III Low Significant changes, appears to 
be in poor condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted. 

12. Audiometry Centre. 1989 No III Low Fairly original, appears to be in 
fair condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted. 

13. Aptitude Testing Station 1954 Yes II Medium Numerous expansions have 
changed the original building. 

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted. 

14. Recreational Hall. 1973 No III Low Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted. 

15. Guard House and Carports. 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted. 
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8.3. Summary of significance of all buildings.

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Comments: Permissible Action:

Grade: Value:

16. Nunnery. 1952 Yes III Medium Original building is substantially 
changed - when converted to 
offices.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

17. Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital.

1952 Yes II High Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations only permitted as per this 
document (Section 10).

18. Admin Building. 1980 No III Low Fairly original, limited changes. Alterations and adaptive reuse 
permitted - provided keep in similar 
aesthetic style.

19. Pedestrian Gate House. Circa 1985 No III Low Fairly original, limited changes. Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

20. Mortuary. 1966 No III Medium Fairly original, limited changes. Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

21. Laundry and Kitchen. 1952 Yes II High Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations only permitted as per this 
document (Section 10).

22. X-Ray. 1952 Yes III High Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations only permitted as per this 
document (Section 10).

23. Laboratory Building. 1962 No III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations only permitted as per this 
document (Section 10).

24. Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permitted.

25. Carports. 1965 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permitted.

26. Gate House and Toilets. 1987 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permitted.

27. Conference / Recreational 
Hall.

1954 Yes III Medium Fairly original, limited changes. Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.
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8.3. Summary of significance of all buildings.

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Comments: Permissible Action:

Grade: Value:

28. Workshop and Store. 1954 Yes III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations permitted.

29. Pump House and Inflam-
mable Store.

1953 Yes III Medium Numerous alterations - similar 
aesthetic.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

30. Paraplegic Workshop and 
Centre.

1977 No III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

31. Garage and Paint Shop. 1953 Yes III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

32. Boiler Room. 1952 Yes III Medium Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition.

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

33. Store Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

34. G.D.S. Gardens Nursery. Circa 1982 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

35. Carports. Circa 1989 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations permitted.

36. Nurses Quarters. 1980 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

37. Dining Hall. 1980 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

38. Staff Quarters. 1980 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

39. Single Quarter Staff Hous-
ing.

1973 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

40. Dormitory Block. 1965 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

41. Ablution Block. 1965 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.



280 

ERNEST OPPENHEIMER HOSPITAL , ERF 7186, REITZPARK, WELKOM, ORANGE FREE STATE: Proposed upgrade of existing facilities - September 2016.

8.4. Statement of Significance / Value.

From the above analysis it can be stated that Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital has extensive cultural significance and unlimited heritage value.  Although located on the out-
skirts of Welkom, the Hospital retains a prominent position within the open Free State landscape. Approximately half of the buildings located on the site have limited con-
servation value, however, they contribute to the grain, scale and massing of the ensemble which constitutes the heritage site.  Specific buildings, namely the main hospital 
building, hold great significance. The significance lies not only in these buildings outstanding architectural merit, but also in their historical use as a mining hospital and the 
service which has been provided to past and will be offered to future communities.  The significance will be further enhanced by the refurbishment and continued use as a 
private hospital for the Welkom community.

     

8.3. Summary of significance of all buildings.

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Comments: Permissible Action:

Grade: Value:

42. Laundry Block. 1980 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

43. Ambulance Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations permitted.

44. Casualty Waiting Area. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations permitted.

45. Landscape Object. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations and adaptive reuse per-
mitted.

46. Carport. Circa 1975 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations permitted.

47. Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Alterations permitted.

48. General Site. 1952 Yes III High Aesthetically fairly original, ap-
pears to be in fair condition

Maintenance is permitted. 
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9. Proposed Development and Heritage Management Guide-
lines.  

9.1. Site General Architectural and Development Guidelines.

The guidelines below must be adhered to should any future development occur 
on the site. 

Much of the importance and provenance of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital site lies 
in its use as a hospital with supporting amenities, located within a park like environ-
ment. These aspects should be considered and retained as important features of 
any proposed future development on the site. The scale, grain and massing of the 
numerous buildings should be respected in any proposed future developments. 
The Heritage and Site management guidelines should be consulted and adhered to 
for any proposed future development. 

9.2. Heritage and Site Management Guidelines. 

It is advised than no future buildings may be added to the site at any stage until fur-
ther studies have been undertaken to determine the impact that the proposed ad-
ditions will have on the existing heritage resources. The area located to the South 
of the main hospital – past the mass staff housing, dormitories and nursery would 
form a preferable location for future expansion should this be required. 

The area located to the North of the main hospital building – comprising of open 
lawns, single staff housing, the Eye (Audiometry) Centre and the Aptitude Testing 
Station should remain as is, free from future development. This recommendation 
will ensure that the open peaceful landscape of the existing hospital site is re-
tained.
 
For the historical development of individual buildings and their immediate sur-
roundings please see Section 10.1.4. Area for proposed development.
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10. Heritage Requirements of Section 38(3) of the NHRA.  
     
10.1. Design Proposal.

Work is proposed to Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital in three phases:

I – Refurbishment and adaptive reuse of the major extent of the main Hospital 
 building.
II - Refurbishment and adaptive reuse of the remaining extent of the main  
 building.
III - Refurbishment and adaptive reuse of the existing staff housing facilities, the  
 hospital grounds and the supporting hospital buildings.

10.2. Proposed changes to the main Hospital Building.

A summary of the proposed refurbishment and adaptive reuse of the main Hospi-
tal building includes:

10.2.1. Services and Functionalities:
a. Pathology lab – for stat tests and bleeding room;
b. Coffee shop – small kiosk;
c. Laundry – likely to run own laundering service;
d. Pharmacy including small retail outlet;
e. Radiology – includes a screening room, mammogram, Bucky room, ultrasound, 
 CT scanner; no requirement indicated for MRI.
f. Casualty – including 3 bed resuscitation room, procedure room and 2 
 examination cubicles – existing area is ample for required programme.
g. Staff restaurant – suitable area to be allocated.
h. Consulting rooms – 12 permanent rooms of approx. 70 – 80m² each and 2 
 sessional rooms containing 4 consulting rooms approximately 16m² each.  
 Existing consulting rooms adjacent to hospital structure may be used for   
 this purpose.

i. Admin – provide 3 admission cubicles, admin staff at 40 people.
j. Board/meeting room – suitable sized room to seat approx. 16 people – existing.
k. IT room – approx. 16m².
l. Power generator room – existing.
m. Oxygen bulk tank area – existing.
n. Oxygen bottle manifold – 6 x 6. –existing.

10.2.2. Movement and Efficiency:
a. Due to the nature of an existing facility, movement and efficiency best practice 
needs to be applied as possible.

10.2.3. Therapeutic Environments:
a. Hospitals must be made to feel safe and non-threatening for patients. 
 Therapeutic environments are necessary to preserve this need.
b. Plenty of natural light is required wherever possible and the use of indoor 
 colour-corrected bulbs to approximate natural daylight as closely as 
 possiblec. 
c. Hospital patient ward rooms should provide exterior views from all patient beds 
 and wherever else possible throughout the facility.
d. Photographic or painted murals of natural scenes and peaceful ambiance are 
 beneficial where outdoor views are not available.
e. Coloured walls throughout the hospital should be provided and coordinated 
 with décor, furniture and fittings.

10.2.4. Accessibility:
a. All theatre air conditioning plants to have easy access for the changing of filters 
 and general maintenance; 1 theatre will be laminar flow.
b. Accessibility to all technical areas, for ease of maintenance personnel to effect 
 timely and efficient repairs and service i.e. medical air, vacuum.
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c. ICU layouts should make visual supervision of all patients easy and accessible.
d. Casualty/trauma entrance to be separate from main hospital entrance, 
 particularly for movement of ambulances through the hospital 
 roadways and parking areas.
e. Parking flow to be easily identifiable and safe with adequate number of bays and 
 turning points (well sign posted).
f. ATM point to be close to main entrance yet convenient and private.

10.2.5. Sustainable Design
a. Subject to cost implication and finance restrictions, make every attempt to 
 “green” the hospital:

• Energy saving systems, lamps etc;
• Window glass quality, solar film etc;
• Heat transfer systems/heat pumps;
• Water and waste recycling systems;
• Bore hole.

b. Least maintenance exterior walls; - facebrick already existing.
c. Clean cut architecture that allows for cost effective maintenance and long life 
 look.

10.2.6. Parking
a. The external area for parking and service deliveries should be generous.

10.2.7. Explanation of general design. 

This application encompasses Phase I of the proposed refurbishment of Ernest Op-
penheimer Hospital (future phases to dealt with in subsequent applications) and 
covers the following aspects; 

The proposed design of the Hospital will transform the ‘Nightingale’ type wards 
currently available, by installing dry walling divisions to create smaller wards and 
increasing the bathroom facilities (en-suite). In some wards, areas were previous-
ly divided during past alterations. Where existing layouts meet current hospital 
standards they will be retained and the bathroom facilities upgraded. 

Service areas are to remain in current locations, however, these will be upgraded 
and renovated to meet current health standards and requirements. The design ex-
pands the wards into the original Admin (west wing) and the Laboratory building. 
Ward service areas are proposed for expansion into the current internal corridor 
space, in order to increase ward area without expanding the original building foot-
print, or altering the current mass and exterior design of the hospital. All existing 
and proposed additional corridor doors will conform to the original port hole door 
design. 

All facades of the building to remain predominantly in-tact - repaired where re-
quired. HVAC to be installed in visually unobtrusive positions (screened by bath-
room blocks in courtyards), to Heritage consult approval, new fresh air vents to 
be placed above existing window sections in ward areas, spaced rationally across 
facades. Louvers to be painted in a similar colour to the face brick façade. 

All proposed new fire safety equipment cupboards in public areas to be recessed 
to sit flush with edges of public space. 

See section 10,3 Heritage Protection and Recommendations, for further detail. 
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10.3. Heritage protection and recommendations for the main hospital 
building.

The main hospital building is older than 60 years and offered protection in terms 
of section 34.1. of the NHRA (25 of 1999). It is a fine example of streamline mod-
ern movement architecture and this should be protected and retained during the 
refurbishment.

The following elements should be considered during the refurbishment of the 
building:

Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Windows. Replace broken glass 
and upgrade glazing to 
contemporary energy 
and safety requirements 
as need. 

Glass may be coated 
with solar reflecting film 
or replaced with energy 
efficient glazing, such as 
solar shield to fit origi-
nal steel frame. All steel 
window frames to be re-
tained and refurbished. 
Aluminium frames at first 
floor circular bay window 
section of western ward 
to be removed and re-
placed with steel frames 
to match original. All 
ad-hoc burglar proofing 
to be removed. 

Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Louvers. Certain window sections, 
particularly along the 
western hospital aspect 
currently screened by 
retro-fitted louvers.

These devices shade the 
building and reduce the 
energy usage required 
for cooling and may be 
require for retention 
in terms of the HVAC 
strategy. Where possi-
ble, retro-fitted louvres 
should be removed from 
the building facades.  
Should these elements 
be retained they are 
to be painted a similar 
colour to the window 
frames. No new louvers 
should be added unless 
approved by a heritage 
consultant and the rel-
evant heritage authority.
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Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Internal porthole doors 
to wards.

Important historical 
aspect - remain predomi-
nantly intact.

Retain in-situ where pos-
sible – or reuse in similar 
location. 
Where new fire doors 
are required – these are 
to be made to match 
original porthole doors. 
All doors in the main 
hospital corridors to be 
porthole doors. All doors 
which are not reused 
to be stored in an attic 
stock store, on site. 

Doors to ward bath-
rooms.

The majority of wards re-
tain the original porthole 
doors to bathroom areas.  

Retain these doors in-
situ - where possible. 
Should removal of these 
doors be required, these 
must be reused within 
the building during the 
refurbishment, or stored 
in an attic stock store, on 
site.

Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Down pipes. Do not appear to have 
formed part of the origi-
nal design (not evident 
in the proposed perspec-
tives of the hospital), 
however, appear to have 
been installed shortly 
after completion, prob-
ably due to insufficient 
provision for rain water 
full-bores.  .  

Down pipes to remain as 
unobtrusive as possible. 
Any new down pipes to 
be constructed in fashion 
of original design. All 
down pipes to be paint-
ed a similar colour to 
brickwork.
Alternatively, all down-
pipes may removed and 
gargoyles to be installed 
– to architect detail, 
heritage consultants and 
relevant heritage author-
ity approval. 
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Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Air conditioner units. Added at a later date. New air conditioning 
split units (as required) - 
to be installed in similar 
positions to existing 
units, however, where 
possible no units be 
placed on main facades – 
rather relocated to back 
facades or positioned on 
flat roof sections – be-
hind parapet walls (main 
admin block). 
VRF systems are pro-
posed for wards- to be 
located on ground floor, 
behind bathroom blocks 
(screened from main 
aspect of building).
Where existing units are 
removed – the façade it 
to be made good.  

Air conditioning fresh air 
louvers.

Required for fresh air 
intake.

Proposed above existing 
windows (same width).
2 – 4 louvres required 
per ward. 
To be spaced rationally 
across facades.
Louvers to be painted in 
a similar colour to the 
face brick façade. 

Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Flooring. Vinyl and grano used 
throughout the building.

New vinyl flooring to 
reference historical beige 
palette, still in existence 
on third floor. 

Paint colours. Numerous colour pal-
ettes evident through-
out. Original green 
palette remains on third 
floor. 

Match the original green 
palette. Where possible 
use green colour scheme 
throughout the building.

Staircases. Original Terrazzo and 
mosaic finish found on 
third floor – Original 
finishes remain, covered 
by vinyl flooring on the 
other floors. Original 
steel handrails remain. 
 

Removed vinyl and 
reinstated terrazzo and 
mosaic stairs where pos-
sible. All original hand-
rails to remain. 

External brickwork. Important part of the 
aesthetic.

Repointing where re-
quired. Face brick façade 
should be retained.

Ground Floor Boardroom Original wood panelling, 
doors and hardware. 

To be retained and 
refurbished as necessary 
in-situ.

First Floor Boardroom Assumed to be similar 
to Ground Floor – to be 
confirmed. 

To be retained in-situ. 
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Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Original First Floor bath-
room

All original tiles, pipes, 
sink and WC are still in 
existence. 

To be retained in-situ.

Steel First Floor Doors, 
Admin block

Original modernist steel 
doors in corridor of Ad-
min block.

Retain within Admin 
space – may be relo-
cated. 

Original ward cupboards 
and sinks.

Several ward service 
areas retain their original 
cupboards and sinks. 

Retain where possible. 

Wall tiles. Original wall tiles appear 
to have been green in 
theatre / operational ar-
eas and white in service 
areas. Tiles were laid in 
a strait lay method, with 
borders in a running 
bond. 

Where possible square 
Johnson tiles should be 
used, the colour palette 
for new tiling should 
make used of green 
and white colours. Tiles 
should be laid in the 
strait lay method, with 
borders laid in a running 
bond, as documented in 
the original tiling designs 
at Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital. 

Element: Current situation / Con-
cerns: 

Recommendations:

Treatment of removed 
windows and doors.

Where the removal of 
windows or doors is 
required on the façade 
(such as windows adja-
cent to fire escapes).
For space planning or 
SANS requirements. 

Where possible glaz-
ing should be replaced 
with fire safety compli-
ant Georgian Wire Glass 
on fire escapes. Alter-
natively frames are to 
be carefully removed, 
openings bricked up and 
plastered. Plastering on 
the exterior is to infill 
only the original open-
ing - no existing face 
bricks are to be damaged 
or plastered. Allowing a 
clear distinction of the 
size and position of pre-
vious openings.

Other. Unknown. Should any additional 
changes be affected – 
these are to be undertak-
en in consultation with a 
heritage consultant and 
the relevant heritage 
authority.
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10.4. Key for Proposed work to each building and Future 
 Recommendations. 

 1 - Doctor’s House.
 2 - Doctor’s House.
 3 - Doctor’s House.
 4 - Doctor’s House.
 5 - Doctor’s House.
 6 - First Doctor’s House.
 7 - Doctor’s House.
 8 - Junior Doctor’s House.
 9 - Junior Doctor’s House.
10 - Shed.
11 -Recreational Area.
12 - Audiometry Centre.
13 - Aptitude Testing Station. 
14 - Recreational Hall.
15 - Guard House and Carports.
16 - Nunnery. 
17 - Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital.
18 - Admin Building.
19 - Pedestrian Gate House.
20 - Mortuary.
21 - Laundry and Kitchen.
22 - X Ray.
23 - Laboratory Building.
24 - Carport.
25 - Carports. 
26 - Gate House and Toilets.
27 - Conference/Recreational Hall.
28 - Workshop and Store.
29 - Pump House and Inflammable Store.
30 - Paraplegic Workshop and Centre.
31 - Garage and Paint Shop.

32 - Boiler Room.
33 - Store.
34 - Nursery.
35 - Carports.
36 - Nurses Quarters.
37 - Dining Hall.
38 - Staff Quarters.
39 - Single Quarter Staff Housing.
40 - Dormitory Block.
41 - Ablution Block. 
42 - Laundry Block.
43 - Ambulance Carport.
44 - Casualty Waiting Area.
45 - Landscape Object.
46 - Carport.
47 - Carport.
48 - General Site. 
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

1. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

2. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

3. Doctor’s House Type 6. 1955 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

4. Doctor’s House Type 5. 1955 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

5. Doctor’s House Type 7. 1955 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

6. First Doctor’s House. 1952 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

7. Doctor’s House Type 6. 1956 Yes III Low Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

8. Junior Doctor’s House. Circa. 1956 Yes III Medium Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

9. Junior Doctor’s House. Circa. 1956 Yes III Medium Refurbish to livable standard, 
minimal changes.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

10. Shed. Circa. 1975 No N/A N/A Unsure, possible demolition. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

11. Recreational Area. 1956 Yes III Low Remain recreational area. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

12. Audiometry Centre. 1989 No III Low This was an Occupational 
Health Facility including an au-
diometry centre. This building 
will be refurbished for rein-
statement as an occupational 
health facility to support mines 
in Welkom.

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

13. Aptitude Testing Station 1954 Yes II Medium Possible complete refurbish-
ment to an isolated TB facility.

Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of 
the NHRA is to be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA.  As this is a important social 
building.

14. Recreational Hall. 1973 No III Low The recreational hall will re-
main as is but may be incorpo-
rated into the nurses training 
centre. Basic maintenance and 
refurbishment.

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

15. Guard House and Carports. 1985 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

16. Nunnery. 1952 Yes III Medium Potential mental health and 
drug rehab facility. Refurbish-
ment to DOH standards will be 
required.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

17. Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital.

1952 Yes II High See section 10.2. Alterations are only permitted as per 
this document - see section 10.1.2. 
Should further alterations be required 
a application as per Section 34.1 
should be submitted to FS-PHRA.

18. Admin Building. 1980 No III Low Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

19. Pedestrian Gate House. Circa 1985 No III Low Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

20. Mortuary. 1966 No III Medium Remain with current usage, 
with minor refurbishment as 
part of Phase 1.

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

21. Laundry and Kitchen. 1952 Yes II High Refurbished as part of Phase 1 
- See section 10.2.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

22. X-Ray. 1952 Yes III High Refurbished as part of Phase 1 
- See section 10.2.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

23. Laboratory Building. 1962 No III Medium Refurbished as part of Phase 1 
- new casualty and emergency 
ward - See section 10.2.

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

24. Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

25. Carports. 1965 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

26. Gate House and Toilets. 1987 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

27. Conference / Recreational 
Hall.

1954 Yes III Medium Possible offices for subsidiary 
service of the hospital - mi-
nor refurbishment to usable 
standard.

The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

28. Workshop and Store. 1954 Yes III Medium Remain with current usage. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

29. Pump House and Inflam-
mable Store.

1953 Yes III Medium Remain with current usage. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

30. Paraplegic Workshop and 
Centre.

1977 No III Medium No plans at this stage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

31. Garage and Paint Shop. 1953 Yes III Medium Remain with current usage. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

32. Boiler Room. 1952 Yes III Medium Remain with current usage. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 

33. Store Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

34. G.D.S. Gardens Nursery. Circa 1982 No N/A N/A No plans at this stage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

35. Carports. Circa 1989 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

36. Nurses Quarters. 1980 No N/A N/A Refurbish and re-instate for 
nurses accommodation.

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

37. Dining Hall. 1980 No N/A N/A Doctors rooms and day clinic. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

38. Staff Quarters. 1980 No N/A N/A Doctors Rooms. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

39. Single Quarter Staff Hous-
ing.

1973 No N/A N/A Refurbish and re-instate for 
nurses accommodation

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

40. Dormitory Block. 1965 No N/A N/A Refurbish and re-instate for 
nurses accommodation

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

41. Ablution Block. 1965 No N/A N/A Refurbish and re-instate for 
nurses accommodation

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

42. Laundry Block. 1980 No N/A N/A Refurbish and re-instate for 
nurses accommodation

No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

43. Ambulance Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

44. Casualty Waiting Area. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A No plans at this stage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

45. Landscape Object. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A No plans at this stage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.
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10.4. Heritage Protection, Proposed work to each building and Future Recommendations. 

Building 
Number: 

Name:
Original 

Construction 
Date:

Protected in 
terms of Section 
34.1 of NHRA:

Heritage Value:
Proposed Work: Further Recommendations:

Grade: Value:

46. Carport. Circa 1975 No N/A N/A No plans at this stage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

47. Carport. Circa 1985 No N/A N/A Remain with current usage. No further applications are required 
since the building falls out of the pro-
tection offered by the NHRA.

48. General Site. 1952 Yes III High No plans at this stage. The scale, grain and mass  of the 
existing building should be respected 
and maintained in any future pro-
posed refurbishments / alterations. 
Should further work be required an 
application as per Section 34.1 of the 
NHRA should be submitted to the 
FS-PHRA. 
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10.5. Identification and mapping of all heritage resources in area, and as-
sessment of their cultural significance.

Section 30(1) of the National Heritage Resources act states the following:-
“A provincial heritage resources authority must compile and maintain a heritage 
register listing the heritage resources in the province which it considers to be con-
servation-worthy in terms of the heritage assessment criteria set out in section 
3(3) and prescribed under section 7”.

The Free State - Provincial Heritage Resource Authority has undertaken the compi-
lation of a heritage register for the province, there are no buildings which fall with-
in the Welkom district in close proximity to the Hospital.43  However, in November 
2015, four graves located in the Thabong Cemetery (4 km east of the Hospital) 
were declared Provincial Heritage Sites.  

43. The closest heritage building on the register is the Dwelling-house situated on the 
farm Ferreirasrust 163, Hennenman District – this is located about 30 km east of Ernest 
Oppenheimer Hospital.

F. S. Provincial Gazette (2015). Provincial Notice No.121 - Declaration of graves in Thabong Cem-
etery. 

Aerial view of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital and surrounding environment - showing location of 
closest declared Provincial Heritage Resource - Thabong Cemetery  (Google Earth 2016). 

As no further resources were identified in the register it is not possible to ascertain 
which heritage resources (if any) may be present in the immediate area surround-
ing Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital. Upon visual inspection no culturally significance 
heritage resources were evident in the immediate surrounding area. The locale 
consists of large parcels of open land, a mine dump, areas of residences (where 
structures may fall under Section 34.1 of the NHRA) and roadways. 
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10.6. Assessment of the impact of the development on heritage resourc-
es.

The proposed work is for the reinstatement of the existing vacant hospital and 
site as a private hospital with support facilities. Therefore, there will be little to no 
impact on surrounding heritage resources (should these exist). 
  

10.7. Evaluation of the impact of the development relative to the sustain-
able social and economic benefits.   

The proposed redevelopment of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital will stimulate rein-
vestment in the area. The impact of the reinstatement of the existing facilities as a 
hospital will provide employment opportunities to local people, housing facilities 
and healthcare to the surrounding communities. Additionally the provision of a 
quality middle market private hospital, with surrounding amenities and housing, 
realises a need that is currently unfulfilled within the Welkom area. 

    
10.8. Consideration of possible alternatives and mitigation of adverse 
effects.
 
No surrounding resources will be affected by the development since the proposal 
is for the reuse of existing structures and facilities.  Should future developments be 
undertaken, further studies would be required.
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11. Conclusion and recommendations. 

The proposed development programme to create a new private healthcare facility 
at Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital - investigated in this document - deviates slightly 
from the original mining hospital programme. However, the character of the hospi-
tal from its outset was that of a healthcare and convalescent facility, servicing the 
surrounding areas (mines).

The proposal creates more contemporary private and semi-private wards with as-
sociated separate ablution facilities within the original ‘nightingale’ wards of the 
modern movement hospital structure. The upgraded facilities are intended to ca-
ter to current standards for healthcare provision.

Through a process of consultation between the heritage practitioners, the architect 
involved in the project and other consultants, we believe that the final outcome of 
the development will enhance and protect the heritage character of Ernest Oppen-
heimer Hospital. The original nature and provenance of the Hospital structures will 
be retained through the proposed adaptive reuse. The limited remaining original 
interior elements have been identified and will be conserved and reused in their 
original positions, or in suitable new positions as identified within the building. All 
original trees and vegetation on the site will be retained as part of the proposed 
renewal scheme – retaining an integral part of the institutions history.

The proposed development represents a substantial investment in the Welkom 
area and will act as a catalyst for additional reinvestment and upgrading in the 
locale. This much needed investment and upgrading of Ernest Oppenheimer Hos-
pital facility will promote the sustainable adaptive reuse and conservation of the 
facility for future generations.
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12. Notification to Interested and affected parties.

12.1. General Newspaper Notification. 

Email to Christel Schatz of Free State Sun Newspaper Advertising (9.08.2016) for advertisement 
regarding the heritage of the proposed development of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital, Welkom. 

Email from Christel Schatz of Free State Sun Newspaper Advertising (10.08.2016) with quote for ad-
vertisement regarding the heritage of the proposed development of Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital, 
Welkom. 

From: Brian McKechnie brian@briankent.joburg
Subject: Free State Sun Newspaper

Date: 09 August 2016 at 10:00 PM
To: bookings@advertisehere.co.za

HI, 
Please could you provide a quote to run this advert in your newspaper. 
It will need to go in the legals section of the classiÞeds. 
thanks!

Regards, 
Brian

Brian Kent McKechnie M.I.A.

M Arch (UP) PDM (WBS)
Top Floor | Ansteys Building | 59 Joubert Street | Marshalltown
e-mail | brian@briankent.joburg

www.briankent.joburg | IG: TheRealBrianKent | Ansteys_Building

This email contains proprietary information some or all of which may be privileged. We cannot guarantee that its contents have not been 
corrupted or altered during transmission. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, 
please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or 
rely on this e-mail.

From: Christel Schatz christel@visibleadvertising.co.za
Subject: RE: Free State Sun Newspaper

Date: 10 August 2016 at 9:16 AM
To: Brian McKechnie brian@briankent.joburg

Good day
 
Please see attached
 
Kind Regards,
 

 
 
 
From: Brian McKechnie [mailto:brian@briankent.joburg] 
Sent: 09 August 2016 10:01 PM
To: bookings@advertisehere.co.za
Subject: Free State Sun Newspaper
 
HI, 
Please could you provide a quote to run this advert in your newspaper. 
It will need to go in the legals section of the classifieds. 
thanks!
 
Regards, 
Brian
 

Brian Kent McKechnie M.I.A.
 
M Arch (UP) PDM (WBS)
Top Floor | Ansteys Building | 59 Joubert Street | Marshalltown
e-mail | brian@briankent.joburg
 
www.briankent.joburg | IG: TheRealBrianKent | Ansteys_Building
 
This email contains proprietary information some or all of which may be privileged. We cannot guarantee that its contents have not been
corrupted or altered during transmission. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail,
please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on this e-mail.
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Email from Christel Schatz of Free State Sun Newspaper Advertising (10.08.2016) showing quote 
for advertisement regarding the heritage of the proposed development of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital, Welkom. 1

Pretzavest 47 Pty Ltd Directors: C Serfontein & N Schoeman, Po Box 19227 Nelspruit 1200, Mpumalanga, South Africa. Auditors: Stabilis. 

Sub Total 924.35

VAT (14%) 129.41

Total R1,053.76

 Items in Total 1.00

Estimate# EST-000320

Estimate Date 10 August 2016

Reference# Free State Sun Advert

Pretzavest 47 (Pty) Ltd
23 Langenhoven Street, Nelspruit, Mpumalanga, 1200, South Africa.

Reg No: 2011/116274/07. VAT 4480263070.

Bill To

Brian Mcketchni 
, , , , .

Please note all bookings must be paid 100% upfront to secure advertisements. 

Bank Details: Pretzavest 47 Pty Ltd T/A Visible Advertising

FNB Cheque Acc:  62351788272 Riverside Park: 256405, Swift Code: FIRNZAJJ

# Item Description Qty Rate VAT Amount

1 Free State Sun Advert Free State Sun News 
8 x 2
Black & White
Date of Publication:
19/08/2016

1.00 924.35 129.41 924.35

Terms & Conditions

No orders will be processed without full payment received. Errors & Omissions excluded (EOE). Exchange Rate may influence pricing on
this order. Orders are subject to cancellation at our discretion due to Force Majeure or any cause beyond our control. Pricing valid for day
of quote only. Pretzavest is not liable for any damage or loss suffered directly or indirectly related to the product/service thereof.

Authorized Signature

ESTIMATE/QUOTEESTIMATE/QUOTE

Email to Christel Schatz of Free State Sun Newspaper Advertising (13.08.2016) proof of payment 
for advertisement regarding the heritage of the proposed development of Ernest Oppenheimer 
Hospital, Welkom. 

From: Brian McKechnie brian@briankent.joburg
Subject: Re: Free State Sun Newspaper

Date: 13 August 2016 at 12:57 PM
To: Christel Schatz christel@visibleadvertising.co.za

Hi Christel, 
Please see proof of payment attached. 

Regards, 
Brian
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Email from Ntando Mbatha of the FS-PHRA stating interested and affected parties for Welkom. 

12.2. Email to Interested and Affected parties as per FS-PHRA 
 recommendations - Community Consultation.     
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Email from B McKechnine (Heritage Consultant) on the 13.08.2016 to interested and affected par-
ties identified by FS-PHRA for Welkom. 

From: Brian McKechnie brian@briankent.joburg
Subject: Ernest Oppenheimer Refurbishment - Invitation for comment, interested and affected parties.

Date: 13 August 2016 at 2:29 PM
To:

Bcc: mkhosana@detea.fs.gov.za, koosd@matjhabeng.co.za, an.faber@matjhabeng.co.za, Debbie.Benson@Harmony.co.za,
Candice Keeling candicekeeling@gmail.com, rredelstroff@sahra.org.za, Candice Keeling candicekeeling@gmail.com

Dear Interested and affected party, 
Please see attached notice published in the Free State Sun regarding the Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital refurbishment project. 

Regards, 
Brian McKechnie 

Brian Kent McKechnie M.I.A.

M Arch (UP) PDM (WBS)
Top Floor | Ansteys Building | 59 Joubert Street | Marshalltown
e-mail | brian@briankent.joburg

www.briankent.joburg | IG: TheRealBrianKent | Ansteys_Building

This email contains proprietary information some or all of which may be privileged. We cannot guarantee that its contents have not been 
corrupted or altered during transmission. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, 
please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or 
rely on this e-mail.
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Reminder / follow up email from B McKechnine (Heritage Consultant) on the 26.08.2016 to inter-
ested and affected parties identified by FS-PHRA for Welkom. 

From: Brian McKechnie brian@briankent.joburg
Subject: Re: Ernest Oppenheimer Refurbishment - Invitation for comment, interested and affected parties.

Date: 26 August 2016 at 3:44 PM
To:

Bcc: mkhosana@detea.fs.gov.za, koosd@matjhabeng.co.za, an.faber@matjhabeng.co.za, Debbie.Benson@Harmony.co.za,
Candice Keeling candicekeeling@gmail.com, rredelstroff@sahra.org.za

Dear Stakeholders, 
A reminder that the period for comment on the Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital closes on the 9th of September. 
Please ensure that any comments which you may have are received before this time. 

Thank you!

Regards, 
Brian

Brian Kent McKechnie M.I.A.

M Arch (UP) PDM (WBS)
Top Floor | Ansteys Building | 59 Joubert Street | Marshalltown
e-mail | brian@briankent.joburg

www.briankent.joburg | IG: TheRealBrianKent | Ansteys_Building

This email contains proprietary information some or all of which may be privileged. We cannot guarantee that its contents have not been 
corrupted or altered during transmission. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, 
please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or 
rely on this e-mail.

On 13 Aug 2016, at 2:29 PM, Brian McKechnie <brian@briankent.joburg> wrote:

Dear Interested and affected party, 
Please see attached notice published in the Free State Sun regarding the Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital refurbishment project. 

Regards, 
Brian McKechnie 

Brian Kent McKechnie M.I.A.

M Arch (UP) PDM (WBS)
Top Floor | Ansteys Building | 59 Joubert Street | Marshalltown
e-mail | brian@briankent.joburg

www.briankent.joburg | IG: TheRealBrianKent | Ansteys_Building

This email contains proprietary information some or all of which may be privileged. We cannot guarantee that its contents have not been 
corrupted or altered during transmission. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-
mail, please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, 
print or rely on this e-mail.
<Notice of Proposed Developement.pdf>

Please note - no response was received from neither the newspaper advertise-
ment, nor the email sent to identified interested and affected parties. 

12.3. Public Participation result / outcome. 
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13.2. Documentation and assessment of physical evidence:

All buildings and site areas were investigated and documented photographically, during an on-site survey and investigation, undertaken by McKechnie and Keeling on 10th, 
11th and 12 July 2016. 
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NOTE: This document was compiled in September 2016. Ages of structures indicated as at September 2016. Structures older than 
60 years are protected in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act (act 25 of 1999) section 34.1. Structures not noted as falling 
within this protection in terms of the NHRA at the time of compilation of this document, will fall under future protections once they 

fall within the 60 year boundary.




