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Dear Dave 
 

Clicks wells 

 
With reference to the Clicks site wells; I have extracted my original recommendations and added some further 
ideas. 
 

• The well must be surveyed onto a modern plan of the area.  If it is not to be impacted by development 
activities, the excavation may be filled with white builders sand and the area re-surfaced (and the well 
conserved within a buried context as a future archaeological resource). 

 

• If development activities potentially impact the well (bulk earthworks, foundation trenches, landscaping), a 
permit from will have to be obtained from SAHRA to demolish the well.  If SAHRA does decide to issue such 
a permit, a minimum requirement is likely to be excavation of the well and curation of its archaeological 
contents at the expense of the developer.   

 

• The developer may voluntarily hire an archaeologist to excavate the well and its contents with a view towards 
establishing the well as an historical focal point or feature of interest within the new development.  
Furthermore, a small display of artefacts, carefully interpreted and displayed could be used to illustrate the 
history of the area. Similar displays at Heritage Square, Cobern Street, Hohenhort Hotel and at the SAHRA 
offices have proved to be an asset to the owners.  

 
Berlin Mission: With respect to the well indicated on the 1862 snow survey, we did not find it during our trial 
excavations so I don’t know if this is going to be an issue.  Snow is usually accurate so there is a good chance 
that it did exist. As I remember from our meeting it lies on the edge of the bulk excavation.  The only way we can 
check this would be to monitor that area of bulk excavation. Its not an ideal scenario but if the well was found, we 
would have to temporarily exclude the locality, sink the parking area around it and either apply for a demolition 
permit or apply gunnite (or other appropriate engineering solution) around the outer edge of the well as it is 
exposed.  Alternatively we could section it and expose it as a feature within the basement – it is afterall 
associated with the Berlin Mission building which has to be preserved.  
 
Well – western side. My understanding from you is that the area of this well will become underground parking, in 
which case we need to apply for a permit for its demolition.  HWC will probably ask for some form of 
archaeological investigation and recording as a condition.  For safety reasons I would prefer to work the well 
down alongside the bulk excavations (if this can be achieved) as the team is at high danger risk when working in 
deep narrow holes like this. The best option (if we get a demolition permit) would be to “plane” the well off as the 
surrounding bulk excavations go down. If there is significant archaeological material in the well, this will have to 
be carefully removed, curated and could even form part of a display in the new complex. 
 
If any of the well is left below the lowest level of the parking area, this could be capped over, or if the proponent 
so desires, made into a feature. 
 
Note that permit applications take at least a month from submission to HWC decision.  In otherwords, it may be a 
good time to commence this process as soon as possible. 



 
 
 
 
Please contact me if you have any further queries 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Tim Hart 
 

Email tjg@age.uct.ac.za 
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