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THE MISSION GROUND : A sv/1...VGY -=~~~__;;=-:...;;;.;;.;.:;;. 

Thi$ survey has been produced by a team of 
members of Historic Somerset Nest comprising: 

Mr. F. Fehrson (architect) did the drawings 
and plans and was helped by 

Mr. K. Grossman (retired architect) and 
Mr. G. Morton (retired builder) 
Mrs. V. Burger did most of the photography 
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Mrs. 

and 
A. Boshoff 

did 

helped with research 
helped with research and 

the secretlirial work. 
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2004 0584 
SA Heritage Resources Agency Library 

The Coachman's Cottage prior to restoration 

\. 23 Andries Pretorius Street Erf 719 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 
Cottage owned by Mrs. Gordon 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

neat and attractive 

no urgent repairs 
partial services - no electricity or bathroom • 

addition of toilet and store, otheLise Alterations: 
intact 

Temporary additions: none 

Sahnl Libr., ry 
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:l..· 19 Andries Pretorius Street on erf 719 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

neat 

very good; no urgent repairs; 
all services installed 

extensively modernized; part of 
corrugated iron roof and vents still 
intact 

Temporary additions: garage, in good state of repair 
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1. 14 Church Street (corner Andries Pretorius Street) 

on erf 719 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary additions: 

'cute', well placed on site 

fair; thatch needs replacing 
urgently; window sashes need re air 

original roof in part 
addition has original corrugatea iron 
and vents as well as door and window 

frames 

none 
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4-- 16 Church Street on erf 719 .I 
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Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary additions: 

neat, with garden 

good; all services incl. phone 
I 

I 
modern front steep to intact i 
Victorian door and window frake-s; 

extensive modern additions to ,ear 

corrugated lean to shed of us~d 

material 
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$. 18 Church Street on er:f 719 
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Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Te~porary additions: 

neat, with garden 

very good with all services I 
extensively modernized approx. 945 

small shed 
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~- 20 Church Street 'Kirkhav·en' on erf 719 
I .. , 

-
Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

neat, with garden and gate 

very good with corrugated iro
1
n in 

good state; all services ava~l ble 
I 

completely modernized approx. 1950 

Cottage owned by Mrs. Erickson 
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22 Church Street on erf 720 I 
• r 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary additions: 

simple, no veranda, neat gard~n 

fair; gutters and plaster in iJed-
of attention; roof fair (corrJgated) 

dd . t . t . . 1 h 1~ I no a 1 ions o or1g1na s e ~ ;j 
door and window frames replac~d with 
modern; probably typical shape of all 
cottages 

corrugated sheds of used mate:rial 



I ·: .;;·~,.v::_;'.f;,~.;;'- :· ~·~ ''.> .. _.., ~. _''·:: .• : :·.:.'.<'. .•. . ... 
. ~:·.: .~:t/~:~··.-- ·.. . .. - ·:. ::· . 

11 

11 
11 '.".) 

11 

11 

11 

II i 
11 

l 

I-' 
1l %- 24 Church Street on erf 720 

11 Ground owned by Methodist Church 
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Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary additions: 

neat and well kept with 

good; all services available 
no urgent repairs 

completely modernized and 
added to approx 1960 

exile 

none 
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26 Church Street 'Garth Cottage' on erf 720 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 
Cottage owned by Mrs. Weaver (nee Swarts) who was born in house 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

quaint cottage - picturesque 
interesting lay-out and gard~n 

walls in need or urgent repai+; 
thatch good but timeers saggin 1; 
owner says it is very dilapida.~ed; 

all services available 

probably the cottage with most original 

material; original shape of ro9f; 
virtually no modernization; additions 

I 
old and in keeping with rest of, cottage 

. ___-: 
·\ 
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\~- 32 Church Street erf 727 11 
1(1 Owned by P.J. & J.E. Daniels 

.1 · 
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! 
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1I 
1l 

Built in 1930 according to Mrs. Daniels who lives in t,e house 
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Appearance: house completely hidden behind 
I 

overgrown fruit trees ( very ol!d figs, 
avo, guava and bananas) 

State of repair: fairly good 

l1. Converted cement store 

., . 

Situated in the middle of the complex with no direct Is reet 
frontage, a cement store converted into severcl.l dwel]i-gs. 
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\2.- .J,4 and 36 Church Street on erf 728 semi-detached I 

, 
Owned by A.H. Engel and H. Wo Wessel 

Appearance: gaudily painted 

State of repair: fairly good; 
in 34 some new floor boards needed; eaks 

in roof are being mended 

· Alterations: 

\?, 37 Reitz and 38 Church Streets erf 729 

· Owned by D.J.B. Visser 

Semi-detached and similar to above 

Sahr~. Lib a :l '! 
·J 

; . 
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~- Complex of semi-detached cottages 

Situated on corner of Victoria and Reitz Streets- erf 130 
Owned by Willmore Investments (Pty) Ltdo M{..w, 11~P-tJ.l:t.i 

Dr. Mary Cook has dated this complex with the Police sltation 

Appearance : an extremely attractive c omplej I 
State of repair: . fair, recently repainted outsi~e; 

various minor repairs needed, e.g. loft 

door to be replaced; I 
Council has declared this complex unfit 
for human habitation (outside bo11ets) 

Alterations: 
originally thatched roof 
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/S. 39 Victoria Street 

Owned by I.M. Heunis 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

erf 726 

built approx. 1900; set well back 
in large garden with fruit trees; a large 
house with original front porch; 

good 

half of front porch enclosed, 

sheds in back 

~- )5 and 37 Victoria Street semi-detached erf 725 

Owned by J.E. Gordon of Grassy Park - built approx. 190 

Appearance: 

Alterations: 

35: neat; garden poor but two 
lovely oaks; large rooms with tal 

ceilings, very neat inside; 
interesting old oven at back 
37: neat; garden poor but with ne oak 
35: steep added on; 37: steep enclosed 
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· erf 724 semi-detached 
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_ 31 and 33 Victoria Str_eet 

Owned by Municipality of Somerset West 

11 
,1 
11 
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,1 
11 
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Built in approx. 1930 

Appearance! 

State of repair: both badly need painting a*d 

general repairs I. 
I 
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on erf 720 

Ground 6wned by 

Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 
Alterations: 

.. ,.. 

neat, very modernized, small tidi garden, 
large oak at one end; very inter sting gables 

rounded and with molded garland; painted 

white with turquoise woodwork• 

good 
steep and enclosed porch added, also back 

section 
Temporary structures: sheds and garatie, fairly good c ndition 
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Between 27 and 29 Victoria Street is a.small and low h me 
which is simply the gap between the two houses filled ln. 

, I 

It has a small door and one window on the street; thJ [ 
plaster is falling off and there is no gardeno It als looks 

old. 
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27 Victoria Street or. erf.720 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 
House owned by Mrs. van Wyk. (Mrs. Gordon's daughter~ 

she he.s lived in the house for 20 years, it orliginally 

belonged to the Adonis family but they died out 

Appearance: picturesque and most att:ractiyJ -
. one of the older houses; pain~Jd pinky 

brown with white shutters and: :rl'ence; neat , ... 

garden with lovely oak; high gJbles, . . I 
very low door sills inside; o~iginal riet 

solder uncovered in one bedro:o 
·I 

State of repair: fair 

Alterations: kitchen added at back 

... ·,, 
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25 Victoria Street. on erf 720 

ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary structures: 

neat, well kept, painted whit~ 
I 

with red roof; garden 

good 

front porch and back wing adde 

tin sheds in good condition _I I 
builders yard and looks neat 
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23 Vic-toria Street on erf 719 

Ground owned by Methodist Church 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

Temporary Structures: 

fair, painted pale blue, hal, oof 
red and half not painted; no gkrden 

bare earth and two oaks l 
not good, whole back wall in b d 
condition and plas·ter coming o f side 

wall; down pipes from gutter broken off 
' 

and water damage to walls aslresult 

roof raised, tin roof, room lt back 

added 

very ramshackle sheds at back 
I 
I 
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2~ 21 Victoria Street on erf 719 

_Ground .. owned by Methodist Church 

House owned by Mr. Syndom 

Appearance: 

State of repair: 

Alterations: 

neat, well kept, nice garden; 
painted cream, roof red 

good 

stoep added on and llalf of it. 
enclosed; also small room at ~ide 

all steel window:. frames; door: Jot 

original 



• · ···· ·· · · OUTLINE OF THE HI STORY OF SOMERSET WEST 

• ..: .i~ .the Year 1672 the CoWJcil of the Dutch East India Comp y at de 
~'0):~ _. lr~ap decided to establish a cattle post in the HottentotslHolland. 
1···, •. _The Area, in exchange for a pal try sum of money and certa n goods, 

. -. was ceded to the Company by· the Hottentots. l 
I A small group of soldiers, with tools and provisions, wer sent out 

from the Fort. The site chosen for the post is thought tb have been. 
· on the west bank of the Tweederivier· (now the Lourens Riv~r) 

somewhere between the present Main Road of Somerset West ~d the 
ra~lway line. A rough fortified dwelling and kraals were built as 

l 

I. 
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.J t,, I:·,,. 
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·. protection for men and beasts against mara,uding Hottentot fllld wild 
animals. Land was cleared, ploughed and sowed and in time several 
hundred head of cattle and sheep were at pasture. Thus began the 
earliest farming activity on land now engulfed by the town of 
Somerset West which today serves an important agriculturJl district. 

The company cattle~run and gEainlands existed as such "fiil ihe · 
early years of the eighteenth century when they became redundant 
as more and more land in the area was granted to free bu~ghers. 
These isolated pioneering farmers, although entirely sell-support
ing, were obliged to travel to Stellenbosch to attend chtlrch. 
The journe1 took several hours by ox wagon, perhaps two ,n horse-

back. 

However, it was not until 1817 that a move was made towa ds the 
formation of a separate Hottentots Holland congregation.1 The 
Governor of the Colony, Lord Charles Somerset, gave perm ssion for 
the erection of a Dutch church and for a proposed villag~ to be 

I named Somerset. A portion of the farm Cloetenburg was purchased, 
the church building was begun and erven in the newly-lai out 
village were put .µP. ·for sale. 

In due course a few thatched cottages made their appeara ce, but 
progress was slow and life was primitive indeed in the ekrly days 
of the little village of Somerseto After mariy vicissitJdes the 
church was opened in 1820, but it was not until 1823 t:tiJt ther~ 
was a. resident minister. (This church still.stands anajhae been 
declared a National Monument.) In 1830 Sir Lowry Cole 11 Pass 

J..12 
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over the Hottentots Holland mountains was opened, and i~ 845 

I the _Central Road Board bridged the Lourens River. (Thi~ 
still stands and has been declared a National Monument.) 

~ ()· __ : :During.· the latter half of the century the village became 

I <- -__ Somerset West, the first doctor set up in practice there, 
own as 

I -Wesleyan Church and an Anglican Chapel were built, a sa~i gs bank 
and an inn established. By the end of the century the ra~lway 

.... line had been extended from Eerste Rivier to Somerset West, the I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

town had become a Magisterial District and boasted a post office, 
_· a public school and a commercial bank, two hotels and s~~eral shops. 
The population, white and coloured, had risen to well ove 1,200. 

- The establishment in 1903 of De Beers Explosives Works il~arby, and· 

the consequent influx of personnel, brought much prospetity to 
Somerset West which began to expand. In 1904_ it was pr9c!1aimed a 

municipality which in due course provided the amenities:. elf piped 

wa·ter, electricity, roads and waterborne sanitation. '. J 
Somerset West lias made tremendous progress since the ear r days of 
the century. Today the municipal area cove·rs more than: 41 km 

square, the total municipal valuation is over Rl27,000,00j0 and the 
all-race population is 22,000. , 

From this -outline it will be seen that the development o, Somerset .. 
West can be divided roughly into the following periods:~ 

Unfortunately not a trace remains of the garrisone:d cattle 
post. 

1700 onwards 
2 •. . THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PROSPEROUS FARMING COMMUNITY , ,•,, ; 

. Many handsome farm houses remain from the above pe;r od, e.g. 
Vergelegen. The~e are all in private hands, well !c!red 
for, and outside the scope of our Society at presen. 

· · ./3 i · 
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1817 onwards 
3. THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH AND THE VILLAGE 

We are interested in preserving several buildings fr m this 
period. (See attached brochure.) 

1830 and 1845 onwards 
4. THE OPENING OF THE PASS OVER THE MOUNTAIN RANGE GIVI G. 

I 
ACCESS TO THE OVERBERG AND THE BRIDGING OF THE LOUR S RIVER 

.I 
I 
I 

Not mentioned in the brochure is the Somerset Hote+, the 
I 

·nucleus of which is thought to be approximately 1850. 
I 

The Hotel as it now stands with alterations dated 19 3 is 
well worth preserving. 

· l 900 onwards 
. 5.. THE BUILDING OF THE RAILWAY LINE AND·-THE ESTABLIS , T OF 

THE DE BEERS EXPLOSIVES FACTORY I 
• I 

The railway stat'ions of Somerset West, Van Der Stel,· Sir Lowry's 
Pass ~d_Strand, although altered and enlarged ar~Jall · 
original buildings and should be preserved. A.E.C I. 
buildings are in good hands • 

1945 onwards .. 
6. THE GROWTH OF SOMERSET WEST FROM A RETIREMENT VILLAGE TO 

A DORMITORY SUBURB I 
This will be a matter for future generations. 

I 
This report was compiled by Francois Fehrson M.I.A. in iFebruary 

1976 for Historic Somerset West. 

f Sabra LibrflMt i ; ry • J 'l 




