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Executive Summary 
ACO Associates was appointed to conduct a desk-based assessment of the maritime 

archaeological potential of the marine portion of the proposed cable route, to determine the 

likely impacts of the cable on maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources, and to 

the propose measures to mitigate such impacts. 

In line with national legislation and policy regarding the marine environment, this maritime 

archaeological assessment is for the area below the high water. This report therefore 

excludes an archaeological assessment of the terrestrial portion of the cable route between 

the landfall and the beach manhole inside the East London Industrial Development Zone 

which has been done separately.. 

This proposed subsea cable system will comprise a main trunk, approximately 9000 km in 

length between India and South Africa. The cable will be laid on and in the seabed of South 

Africa’s exclusive economic zone, contiguous zone and territorial waters and will make 

landfall approximately 6 km south of the mouth of the Buffalo River at East London. 

The cable will be laid by a specialised cable laying vessel. In water depths exceeding 900 m 

the cable can be safely laid directly on the seabed without the need to be buried. In water 

less than 900 m deep the cable will be buried in the seabed by ploughing. The seabed 

footprint of the cable plough is limited to the area approximately 0.2 m wide and between 

900 and 1500 mm deep. 

Findings: This assessment, which draws its information from readily available documentary 

sources, SAHRA’s Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage database, and a database of 

underwater heritage resources maintained by ACO Associates, the geophysical survey 

report and some geophysical data, reviewed the cable route, buffered by 10km on each side 

for maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources.  

There are no known submerged prehistoric sites in the East London area or along the 

proposed cable route but hominin footprints found at Nahoon Point in 1964 which date 

approximately 124 000 years old ago are an indicator of the antiquity of a human presence 

in the area around East London. 

There are records of 138 shipwrecks within the buffer zone, between the landfall and the 

outer limit of the contiguous zone. There are a further 13 wrecks recorded in the East 

London area for which it has been impossible to find any indication of position. These wrecks 

could, therefore, be present in the 10 km buffer zone around the cable route. A number of 

these wrecks are currently less than 60 years of age and are thus not protected by the 

NHRA as heritage resources. However, the risk they can pose to plant and the cable 

suggest that they cannot be discounted from the planning of the project. 

There are no recorded wrecks in the bay within which the cable route will make its landfall: 

the nearest recorded sites being more than 2 km distant. An archaeological review of the 

multibeam bathymetry data found no evidence of shipwrecks within the survey corridor 

inside the contiguous zone and territorial waters.. 

Further offshore, within the EEZ and on the continental shelf, there are a number of shipping 

casualties related to German and Italian U-boat activity in the southern Indian Ocean during 
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World War II. None of these casualties are less than 20 km from the proposed route of the 

cable and it is extremely unlikely that they will be encountered during the laying of the cable. 

Their presence and their particular sensitivity as possible war graves must, however, be 

borne in mind should the alignment of the route be changed 

This assessment has found that there is unlikely to be any impact on submerged prehistoric 

archaeological resources or historical shipwreck and no mitigation is required or proposed. 

In the event a previously unknown or unrecorded shipwreck is encountered during the 

installation of the cable, the project archaeologist and SAHRA must be notified immediately. 

If the wreck will be impacted by the cable laying all work must cease until the archaeologist 

and SAHRA have assessed the significance of the site and a decision has been taken as to 

how to deal with it. 

The maritime elements of the proposed IOX fibre optic cable are highly unlikely to have any 

impact on known or unknown maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources and are 

considered archaeologically acceptable.  
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1 Introduction 
ACO Associates cc was appointed by ERM Southern Africa (ERM), on behalf of Indian 

Ocean Xchange SA (Pty) Ltd (IOX) to undertake a maritime archaeological assessment for 

the South African section of the proposed IOX cable route between India and South Africa.  

This assessment forms part of the Environmental Impact Assessment being undertaken for 

IOX by ERM to obtain Environmental Authorization from the national Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA) for the project. 

2 Terms of Reference 
ACO Associates was appointed to conduct a desk-based assessment of the maritime 

archaeological potential of the marine portion of the proposed cable route, to determine the 

likely impacts of the cable on maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources, and to 

the propose measures to mitigate such impacts. 

In line with national legislation and policy regarding the marine environment, this maritime 

archaeological assessment is for the area below the high water mark (see Section 4.2 

below). 

The archaeological assessment of the terrestrial portion of the cable route between the 

landfall and the beach manhole inside the East London Industrial Development Zone (IDZ) 

has been undertaken separately (ACO Associates 2018b).  

3 Project Description 
The following project description is a summary of the information presented in the draft 

Scoping Report (ERM 2018). 

This proposed subsea cable system will comprise a main trunk, approximately 9000 km in 

length between India and South Africa. The cable will split from branching units on the main 

trunk to landing sites in other host countries including Mauritius and Rodrigues Island.  

The cable will enter South African territorial waters at approximately -33.1811S, 28.0776E 

and will be laid on and in the seabed of South Africa’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ), 

contiguous zone and territorial waters. It will make landfall at a site approximately 6 km south 

of the mouth of the Buffalo River at East London on the east coast. Landfall will be adjacent 

to the East London Industrial Development Zone (IDZ) at approximately -33.0573S, 

27.8639E (Figure 10).  

At the landfall the cable will run from the sea to a beach manhole inside the IDZ in a conduit 

that will be installed either by Horizontal Directional Drilling or trenching. 

The fibre optic cable has a maximum diameter of approximately 45 mm. 

3.1 Project Activities 

The Project activities fall into four phases: pre-installation, installation, operations (including 

maintenance and repair), and decommissioning. Of these, the pre-installation and 

installation phases are most likely to have an impact on underwater cultural heritage 

resources. 
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3.1.1 Pre-installation 

The proposed route of the subsea cable presented in the Scoping Report is based on a 

desktop study. The final route will be determined after the completion of the EIA, which 

includes a marine geophysical survey. The geophysical survey will comprise a sub-bottom 

profiler survey to identify the type of sediments and best route for burial of the subsea cable 

and a sidescan sonar survey to identify obstacles such as deep gullies, rocks, corals and 

wrecks. 

Immediately ahead of installation a pre-lay grapnel run will be conducted along those 

portions of the subsea cable route where burial is required. This clearance survey involves 

the towing of one or an array of grapnels along the seabed to identify any items that might 

interfere with installation or otherwise damage the fibre optic cable. 

3.1.2 Installation 

The fibre optic cable will be laid by a specialised cable laying vessel. Based on the location 

and depth of water, the following methodologies will be applied: 

In water depths exceeding 900 m the cable is usually quite safe from human or other 

interactions and can be safely laid directly on the seabed without the need to be buried.  

In water less than 900 m deep the cable is buried in the seabed by ploughing to a depth of 

between 900 and 1500 mm. The footprint of the cable plough on the seabed is limited to the 

area of the four plough skids and the plough share, which is approximately 0.2 m wide. 

Nearer the shore the cable is more heavily armoured to provide additional protection from 

potential damage and in very shallow water (from 0 to about 50 m) clamps can be used to 

protect and anchor the subsea cable in place. 

3.1.3 Operations and Decommissioning 

Once installed and operational the subsea cable system will not require routine 

maintenance. If the cable is damaged, repairs are effected by cutting out the damaged 

section using a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV), bringing the ends to surface and splicing 

in a new section of cable. 

Options for decommissioning the system at the end of the project’s life include retirement in 

place, or removal and salvage. It is likely that the subsea portion of the cable will be largely 

retired in place, according to current global industry practice. . 

4 Relevant Legislation 

4.1 National Heritage Resources Act (No 29 of 1999) 

The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) came into force in 2000 with the 

establishment of the SAHRA, replacing the National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969 as 

amended) and the National Monuments Council as the national agency responsible for the 

management of South Africa’s cultural heritage resources.  

The NHRA reflects the tripartite (national/provincial/local) nature of public administration 

under the South African Constitution and makes provision for the devolution of cultural 

heritage management to the appropriate, competent level of government. Because national 
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government is responsible for the management of the seabed below the high water mark, 

however, the management of maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources under the 

NHRA does not devolve to provincial or local heritage resources authorities but remains the 

responsibility of the national agency, SAHRA. 

The NHRA gives legal definition to the range and extent of what are considered to be South 

Africa’s heritage resources. According to Section 2(xvi) of the Act a heritage resource is “any 

place or object of cultural significance”. This means that the object or place has aesthetic, 

architectural, historical, scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or technological value or 

significance. 

In terms of the definitions provided in Section 2 of the NHRA, maritime and underwater 

cultural heritage can include the following sites and/or material relevant to this assessment: 

 material remains of human activity which are in a state of disuse and are in or on 

land [which includes land under water] and which are older than 100 years, including 

artefacts, human and hominid remains and artificial features and structures (Section 

2(ii)); 

 wrecks, being any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which was wrecked in South 

Africa, whether on land, in the internal waters, the territorial waters or in the maritime 

culture zone of the Republic, a defined respectively in sections 3, 4 and 6 of the 

Maritime Zones Act, 1994 (Act No. 15 of 1994), and any cargo, debris or artefacts 

found or associated therewith, which is older than 60 years or which SAHRA 

considers to be worthy of conservation (Section 2(ii)); and 

 any movable property of cultural significance which may be protected in terms of any 

provisions of the NHRA, including any archaeological artefact or palaeontological 

specimen (Section 2(xxix)); 

Of the heritage resource types protected by the NHRA, the laying of the proposed cable has 

the potential to impact the following: 

 submerged pre-colonial archaeological sites and materials; and 

 maritime and underwater cultural heritage sites and material, which are principally 

historical shipwrecks. 

As per the definitions provided above, these cultural heritage resources are protected by the 

NHRA and a permit from SAHRA is required to destroy, damage, excavate, alter, deface or 

otherwise disturb any such site or material. 

It is also important to be aware that in terms of Section 35(2) of the NHRA, all archaeological 

objects and palaeontological material is the property of the State and must, where recovered 

from a site, be lodged with an appropriate museum or other public institution. 

4.2 Maritime Zones Act (No 15 of 1994) 

South Africa’s Maritime Zones Act of 1994 is the national legislative embodiment of the 

international maritime zones set out in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS).  

The Act defines the extent of the territorial waters, contiguous zone, exclusive economic 

zone (EEZ) and continental shelf which together comprises some 4.34 million square 
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kilometres of seabed, and sets out South Africa’s rights and responsibilities in respect of 

these various maritime zones. 

Under the terms of the maritime zones established by the Act, the application of the NHRA 

applies within South Africa’s territorial waters (12 nautical miles seaward of the baseline) and 

extends to the outer limit of the maritime cultural zone (24 nautical miles seaward of the 

baseline). Any offshore activities that have the potential to disturb or damage cultural 

heritage resources located in or on the seabed within the territorial waters and maritime 

cultural zone require the involvement of SAHRA, as a commenting body in respect of the 

NEMA EIA process and as permitting authority where impacts to sites or material cannot be 

avoided and damage or destruction will occur. 

In terms of Section 9 of the Maritime Zones Act, activities undertaken from installations 

operating within South Africa’s EEZ or on the continental shelf may be subject to the 

requirements of any law in force in the Republic. The definition of “installation” (which 

includes vessels) provided in the Act, however, appears to limit this to activities related to 

seabed mining and mineral exploitation. The extent of the application of the NHRA and 

Maritime Zones Act in respect of the IOX Cable Route is therefore, limited to area between 

the baseline and the outer edge of the contiguous/maritime cultural zone. 

4.3 National Environmental Management Act (Act No 107 of 1998) 

The National Environmental Management Act (No 107 of 1998) (NEMA) provides a 

framework for the integration of environmental issues into the planning, design, decision-

making and implementation of plans and development proposals that are likely to have a 

negative effect on the environment.  

Regulations governing the environmental authorisation process have been promulgated in 

terms of NEMA and include the EIA Regulations (GNR R326/2017) and Listing Notices 1 – 3 

(GNR 324, 325 and 327/2017). These regulations were amended in April 2017 by 

Government Notices 324, 325, 326 and 327. 

The proposed IOX Cable triggers a number of activities in the Listing Notices and, in terms 

of  GNR 325 therefore, the project will be subject to a full Scoping and Environmental Impact 

Assessment process and IOX will be required to obtain a positive Environmental 

Authorisation from the national Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) prior to 

commencement of the proposed activities. 

As a commenting body SAHRA was asked to comment on the draft Scoping Report (ERM 

Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd) for the proposed cable route and responded in a letter to IOX SA 

(Pty) Ltd, dated 11 July 2018. SAHRA supported the recommendation in the report that a 

specialist study of maritime heritage is to be undertaken as part of the EIA.  

SAHRA noted that a marine survey is to be carried out to determine the most appropriate 

route for the subsea cable and requested that the data produced from this survey must be 

archaeologically reviewed as part of the specialist study. SAHRA further stipulated that the 

specialist study must identify and address all known wrecks that lie along the proposed 

pipeline route and at the proposed landing site, consider the potential for previously 

unknown sites to be revealed by the project and make recommendations for the mitigation of 

negative impacts to maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources. 
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5 Method 
This desk-based report provides an assessment of the maritime and underwater cultural 

heritage potential of the study area defined in Section 5.1 below. It includes a description of 

what comprises South Africa’s maritime and underwater cultural heritage, a brief maritime 

history of the East London area and a discussion of known maritime heritage resources 

within the study area.  

The report draws its information from readily available documentary sources, SAHRA’s 

Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage database, a database of underwater heritage 

resources maintained by ACO Associates, the geophysical survey report 

(ELETTRA/GeoTeam 2018) and some geophysical data.  

The potential impacts arising from the proposed laying of the IOX cable on maritime and 

underwater cultural heritage resources are assessed and, where necessary, 

recommendations are made to mitigate such impacts. 

5.1 Maritime Study Area 

The study area for this maritime archaeological assessment has been defined as a corridor 

10km wide centred on the proposed cable alignment between the outer limit of South 

Africa’s contiguous zone (24 nautical miles from the baseline) and the high water mark at the 

cable landfall (see Figure 8). 

The relative inaccuracy of shipwrecks records, particularly for areas further offshore, 

suggests that the larger study area described above is more appropriate than one that is 

narrowly defined around the proposed routing of the cable. 

5.2 Geophysical Data 

ELETTRA/GeoTeam were commissioned to carry out the seabed survey of the proposed 

cable route and the work was undertaken on the R/V OGS Explora of the Italian Research 

Institute of Oceanography and Geophysics. The survey acquired bathymetric, seabed 

feature and shallow geology data along the proposed route and a geotechnical sampling 

programme was also conducted. 

Three lines of data were collected over most of the shallow water survey area (i.e. water less 

than 100 m deep) at a line spacing of 130 m. The survey corridor was approximately 700 m 

wide over most of the its length, except at the coast where it widened to 1.5 Km. A much 

wider area was surveyed off the break of the continental shelf within the EEZ (Figure 1)  
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Figure 1:Extent of the multibeam bathymetric survey for the IOX cable route. Note the narrow survey corridor 

above the break of the continental shelf (Source: ELETTRA/GeoTeam) 

Sidescan sonar data were collected in the narrow shallow water section of the cable route 

corridor. These data were used to characterize seabed feature (Figure 2) with areas of low 

to medium reflectivity ranging from fine clean sand to very coarse sand. Sand waves and 

mega ripples patches were identified in some areas. High reflectivity areas inferred as 

hardpan seafloor, rock outcrops and sub-cropping rock patches within were noted in 

numerous places.  

 

Figure 2: Example of the seabed feature characterisation developed from the sidescan sonar data (Source: 

ELETTRA/GeoTeam)  



14 
 

These sidescan sonar data were not available for archaeological review but the seabed 

characterisation created from the data was reviewed for features of possible heritage 

interest. An example of the sidescan sonar data is shown in Figure 3below. 

 

Figure 3:Sidescan sonar mosaic for the inshore section of the IOX cable corridor (Source: ELETTRA/GeoTeam) 

This archaeological data review relied on the survey report, the seabed feature 

characterisation and geotiffs of the processed multibeam bathymetric data (Figure 4) within 

the contiguous zone and territorial waters, which were reviewed in QGIS. 

 

Figure 4: Inshore multibeam bathymetric data for IOX cable route 
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5.3 Limitations 

The record of South Africa’s maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources is based 

principally on historical documents and other secondary sources. Where available this is 

supplemented by primary sources such as geophysical data and other field-based 

observations and site recordings.  

The reliance on secondary data sources means that there are gaps and inaccuracies in this 

record, so while every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information 

presented below, the potential exists for currently unknown and/or unrecorded maritime 

heritage sites to be encountered in the course of the proposed project. 

It is important to note too that the geophysical data available for review for this assessment 

was of a resolution which didn’t allow the identification of small, low profile seabed features. 

Thus, a buried wooden shipwreck, which can appear as a mound on the seabed, would have 

been very difficult to discern in the data.  

6 Underwater Cultural Heritage 
South Africa has a rich and diverse underwater cultural heritage. Strategically located on the 

historical trade route between Europe and the East, South Africa’s rugged and dangerous 

coastline has witnessed more than its fair share of shipwrecks and maritime dramas in the 

last 500 years. At least 2500 vessels are recorded as having been wrecked, sunk, 

abandoned or scuttled in South African waters since the early 1500s.  

More than 1900 of these wrecks are older than 60 years and are thus protected by the 

NHRA as archaeological resources. This list is by no means complete and does not include 

the as yet unproven potential for shipwrecks and other sites that relate to pre-European, 

Indian Ocean maritime exploration, trade and interactions along the South African east 

coast. It is, thus anticipated that further research in local and foreign archives, together with 

physical surveys to locate the remains of historical shipwrecks will produce a final tally of 

more than 3000. 

In addition to historical shipwrecks, the record of South Africa’s long association with the sea 

is much broader and extends far back into prehistory. This element of our maritime and 

underwater cultural heritage is represented around the coast by thousands of pre-colonial 

shell middens which reflect prehistoric human exploitation of marine resources since the 

Middle Stone Age, more than 150,000 years ago.  

Stone-walled inter-tidal fish traps are another, potentially ancient feature of particularly the 

south-western and southern Cape coast (see Kemp 2006), although their age is contentious 

with some authors proposing that they are pre-colonial in origin (Goodwin 1946, Avery 1975, 

Gribble 2005) and others that they are much more recent (Hine 2008, Hine et al 2010).  

Another, until recently, largely unacknowledged and unexplored aspect of our maritime and 

underwater cultural heritage are pre-colonial terrestrial archaeological sites and 

palaeolandscapes which are now inundated by the sea. 

This assessment considers those maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources in the 

vicinity of the proposed IOX Cable route which are located below the high water mark, 

namely submerged prehistoric resources and historical shipwrecks. 
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6.1 Submerged Prehistory 

Since the start of the Quaternary, approximately 2.6 million years ago, the world has been 

subject to a series of cooling and warming climatic cycles in which sea level was mainly 

lower than it is today. During the last 900,000 years global sea levels have fluctuated 

substantially on at least three occasions, the result of increased and decreased polar 

glaciation. The dropping of sea levels was caused by the locking up in the polar ice caps of 

huge quantities of seawater as global temperatures cooled. The most extreme recent sea 

level drop occurred between circa 20,000 and 17,000 years ago when at the height of the 

last glaciation (Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 2) the sea was more than 120m lower than it is 

today (Waelbroeck et al 2002; Rohling et al 2009). 

The lower sea levels during glaciations which correspond with MIS 4 (~70,000 years ago), 

MIS 6 (~190,000 years ago), MIS 8 (~301,000 years ago) and MIS 12 (~478,000 years ago), 

for example, would have “added a large coastal plain to the South African land mass” (Van 

Andel 1989:133) where parts of the continental shelf were exposed as dry land (see Cawthra 

et al 2016). This would have been most pronounced on the wide Agulhas Bank off the 

southern Cape coast, but would also have occurred along the narrow continental shelves on 

South Africa’s west and east coasts. It is estimated that this exposed continental shelf may 

have represented a new area of land as much as 80,000km2 in extent during the successive 

glacial maxima (Fisher et al 2010). Figure 5 below gives an indication of the extent of the 

continental shelf exposure during the second to last glaciation. 

 

Figure 5: Possible extent of the South African continental shelf during MIS 6. The approximate location of East 

London marked by the red star (Source: Franklin et al, 2105) 
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The exposed continental shelf was quickly populated by terrestrial flora and fauna, and also 

by our human ancestors who were dependant on these resources (Compton 2011). As a 

result, for periods numbering in the tens of thousands of years on at least three occasions 

during the last 500,000 years our ancestors inhabited areas of what is now seabed around 

the South African coast. This means that a large part of the archaeological record of the later 

Middle and early Late Stone Age is located on the continental shelf and is now “inundated 

and for all practical purposes absent from [that] record” (Van Andel 1989:133-134). 

Until relatively recently there was little or no access to the submerged prehistoric landscapes 

and sites on the continental shelf, although evidence from various parts of the world of 

drowned, formerly terrestrial landscapes hinted at the tantalising prospect of prehistoric 

archaeological sites on and within the current seabed. Perhaps the best-known example of 

such evidence is archaeological material and late Pleistocene faunal remains recovered in 

fishing nets in the North Sea between the United Kingdom and the Netherlands throughout 

the 20th century (Peeters et al 2009; Peeters 2011) and the recent archaeological 

interpretation of 3D seismic data, collected in the same area by the oil and gas industry, 

which has revealed well-preserved prehistoric landscape features across the southern North 

Sea (Fitch et al 2005). 

Closer to home, there is archaeological evidence for a prehistoric human presence in what is 

now Table Bay. In 1995 and 1996 during the excavation of two Dutch East India Company 

shipwrecks, the Oosterland and Waddinxveen, divers recovered three  

Early Stone Age handaxes from the seabed under the wrecks. The stone tools, which are 

between 300,000 and 1.4 million years old, were found at a depth of 7-8m below mean sea 

level and were associated with Pleistocene sediments associated with an ancient 

submerged and infilled river channel. Their unrolled and unworn condition indicated that they 

had not been carried to their current position by the ancient river and suggests that they 

were found more or less where they were dropped by Early Stone Age hominins at least 

300,000 years ago, when the sea level was at least 10m lower than it is today (Werz and 

Flemming 2001; Werz et al 2014) (Plate 1). 
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Plate 1: Acheulian hand axes found in Table Bay (Source: http://www.aimure.org/index.php/aimure-projects) 

Ancient river courses, whose channels are today buried under modern seabed sediment, 

would have been an important focus for hominin activity in the past and as demonstrated in 

Table Bay there is the potential for the occurrence of ancient, submerged archaeological 

material in association with palaeo-river channels.  

Where alluvial sediment within these channels has survived post-glacial marine 

transgressions there is also the potential to recover palaeoenvironmental data which can 

contribute contextual information to our understanding of the ancient human occupation of 

South Africa 

6.1.1 Submerged Prehistory of the East London area 

There are no known submerged prehistoric sites in the East London area or along the 

proposed cable route. However, in 1964 the footprints of a young human child and the tracks 

of a bird and two mammal species were discovered preserved in sandstone at Nahoon 

Point, north of the Buffalo River in East London. The tracks are estimated to be 

approximately 124 000 years old ago and their presence is an indicator of the antiquity of a 

human presence in the area around East London 

(http://www.thegreatkaroo.com/news/heritage_potential_of_the_nahoon_point_trace_fossil_f

ootprints) (Plate 2). 

http://www.aimure.org/index.php/aimure-projects
http://www.thegreatkaroo.com/news/heritage_potential_of_the_nahoon_point_trace_fossil_footprints
http://www.thegreatkaroo.com/news/heritage_potential_of_the_nahoon_point_trace_fossil_footprints
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.   

Plate 2: Cast of the Nahoon Point footprints on display at the Nahoon Point Nature Reserve. The original 

sandstone block containing the tracks is housed at the East London Museum (Source: 
http://www.bctourism.co.za/itemdetail.php?id=508&category=18) 

6.2 Shipwrecks 

In 1498 the Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama finally pioneered the elusive sea route 

around Africa from Europe to the East. Since then, the southern tip of the African continent 

has played a vital role in global economic and maritime affairs, and until the opening of the 

Suez Canal in 1869, represented the most viable route between Europe and the markets of 

the East (Axelson 1973; Turner 1988; Gribble 2002; Gribble and Sharfman 2013). 

The South African coast is rugged and the long fetch and deep offshore waters mean that 

the force and size of seas around the South African coast are considerable, a situation 

exacerbated by prevailing seasonal winds. The geographical position of the South African 

coast on the historical route to the East and the physical conditions mariners could expect to 

encounter in these waters have, in the last five centuries, been responsible for the large 

number of maritime casualties which today form the bulk of South Africa’s maritime and 

underwater cultural heritage (Gribble 2002). 

For obvious historical reasons, the earliest known South African wrecks are Portuguese, 

dating to the sixteenth century when that country held sway over the route to the East. Due 

to the later, more prolonged ascendancy of first the Dutch and then the British in European 

trade with the East and control at the Cape, the majority of wrecks along the South African 

coast are Dutch and British. However, at least 36 other nationalities are represented 

amongst the other wrecks that litter the South African coast 

Da Gama’s maritime incursion into the Indian Ocean laid the foundation for more than 500 

years of subsequent European maritime activity in the waters off the South African coast. 

http://www.bctourism.co.za/itemdetail.php?id=508&category=18
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The Portuguese and other European nations who followed their lead around the Cape and 

into the Indian Ocean, however, joined a maritime trade network that was thousands of 

years old and in which east and south east Africa was an important partner.  

This trade spanned the Indian Ocean and linked the Far East, South East Asia, India, the 

Indian Ocean islands and Africa. Archaeological evidence from Africa points to an ancient 

trade in African products – gold, skins, ivory and slaves – in exchange for beads, cloth, 

porcelain, iron and copper. The physical evidence for this trade includes Persian and 

Chinese ceramics excavated sites on African Iron Age like Khami, Mapungubwe and Great 

Zimbabwe (see Garlake 1968, Huffman 1972, Chirikure 2014), glass trade beads found in 

huge numbers on archaeological sites across eastern and southern Africa (Wood 2012). 

There is shipwreck evidence on the East African coast for this pre-European Indian Ocean 

trade (see for example Pollard et al 2016) and clear archaeological and documentary 

evidence that this trade network extended at least as far south as Maputo in Mozambique. 

This suggests that there is the potential for shipwrecks and other sites that relate to pre-

European, Indian Ocean maritime exploration, trade and interactions to exist along the South 

African east coast and offshore waters. 

The more than 2500 historical shipwrecks that make up the bulk of South Africa’s 

underwater cultural heritage are a thus huge, cosmopolitan, repository of information about 

mainly global maritime trade during the last five centuries and potentially much further back 

into the past. These sites contain a wealth of cultural material associated with that trade and 

clues to the political, economic, social and cultural changes that accompanied this trade and 

which contributed to the creation of the modern world. 

6.3 Maritime History of East London 

Like other river mouths and bays along South Africa’s east coast, the Buffalo River was first 

used as a harbour during the frontier wars of the 19th century when there was a need for 

temporary harbours and anchorages at which to land troops and supplies close to the 

theatres of operation (Ingpen 1979). Although efforts had begun as early as 1825 to develop 

a harbour at the Kowie River mouth (Port Alfred) the river was found to be too shallow and 

liable to silting, and the attention of the military turned further east (Turpin 1983; 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london). 

The first investigation of the potential of the Buffalo River mouth as a port took place in 1834 

when an expedition under Lieutenant-Colonel Harry Smith was despatched by the Governor 

of the Cape, Sir Benjamin D'Urban for that purpose. Smith reported that the “mouth formed a 

deep lagoon which would provide good shelter to small coasting vessels once they had 

crossed the shallow sand-bar”. D’Urban appointed Captain John Bailie to survey the area 

properly in January 1836 and based on his report, the local coasting brig Knysna landed 

government supplies at the Buffalo River for the troops at Fort Peddie in November of that 

year (http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/; https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-

london).  

Eight years later HMS Thunderbolt again surveyed the Buffalo River mouth and reported that 

“the discovery of this port in the immediate vicinity of the enemy is a circumstance of 

considerable moment in the operation of the present campaign … and we trust that no time 

will be lost in taking advantage of this opening”. The landing “was described as ‘easy’, and 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
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the anchorage as ‘excellent, free from rocks… with the further recommendation of affording 

every facility for putting to sea in the event of being caught on a lee shore’” (Ingpen 1979: 7). 

In April 1847, at the height of the War of the Axe, Lieutenant-General George Berkeley and a 

contingent of troops arrived at the Buffalo River mouth with instructions to establish a port for 

the new colony of British Kaffraria. Within days they began to survey a site for a village on 

the west bank of the river. This settlement on the west bank, known at the time as Port Rex, 

was to form the nucleus of the town of East London 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_London,_Eastern_Cape) (Figure 6). The first recorded 

export of local goods from the Buffalo River took place in July 1847 when the coaster Conch, 

successfully negotiated the bar (http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/). 

 

Figure 6: Detail of a map of British Kaffraria dated 1848 showing the Buffalo river mouth and the nascent 

settlement on the west bank of the river (Source: http://www.digitalcollections.lib.uct.ac.za/collection/islandora-
19528) 

In January 1848, Sir Harry Smith, now governor of the Cape, annexed the Buffalo River 

mouth and territory in a radius of 3 km around it to the Cape Colony, proclaimed it a port and 

named it East London (https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london). Trade soon 

developed between East London and other ports, including those elsewhere on the South 

African coast, and traffic increased after 1857 following the settlement of a large group of 

former soldiers of the British German Legion in a new village (Panmure) on the east bank of 

the river (Ingpen and Pabst 1985; Wynn Jones 2005) (Plate 3). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_London,_Eastern_Cape
http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/
http://www.digitalcollections.lib.uct.ac.za/collection/islandora-19528
http://www.digitalcollections.lib.uct.ac.za/collection/islandora-19528
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
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Plate 3: The arrival of the British German Legion at East London, February 1857. Painting by C C Henkel 

(Source: http://samilitaryhistory.org/vol133ej.html) 

As with many ports at river mouths there was always an element of risk involved in entering 

and leaving the river and in the case of the Buffalo River, only vessels smaller than 80 tons 

could enter the river through a narrow gap in the bar. Larger vessels were forced to anchor 

in the roadstead offshore and any goods and people were transported to and fro in lighters. 

The first maritime casualty at of the Buffalo River was the coasting schooner, Ghika which 

was wrecked in 1847 (http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/). Steam propelled vessels were 

at less risk of grounding when entering the river, but it wasn’t until June 1872 that the 

German steamer Bismarck made the first successful entry into the river by a steamship 

(Ingpen 1979). 

The construction of what was to become the formal harbour that now exists in the Buffalo 

River began in 1872 (Ingpen and Pabst 1985; https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-

london). Despite these harbour works, which continued until well into the 20th century, the 

Buffalo River claimed a large number of shipping casualties and bears out Denfield’s 

statement that “wrecks have always been a strong feature of the East London seascape” 

(Denfield 1965:56) 

6.3.1 Shipwrecks of East London 

The Cable Route Study for the IOX project (Alcatel Submarine Networks 2018) and draft 

Scoping Report (ERM Southern Africa 2018) refer to a search of the United Kingdom 

Hydrographic Office (UKHO) wreck database which flagged the presence of six recorded 

wrecks within 50 km of the proposed IOX route in South African waters and on its continental 

shelf (Figure 7). This list comprises two pilot tugs, a dredger, two yachts and one 

unidentified vessel, but no further detail about any these wrecks – name, date or position - is 

provided by either report. 

http://samilitaryhistory.org/vol133ej.html
http://www.eastlondon-labyrinth.com/
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/east-london
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Figure 7: Wrecks on the South African shelf identified from UKHO records (source: Alcatel Submarine Networks 

(2018) IOX Cable Route Study) 

Local records consulted for this study – the South African Heritage Resources Information 

System (SAHRIS) (http://www.sahra.org.za/sahris), a shipwreck database compiled by 

Fedde Van den Bosch (2014) and principally the shipwreck database maintained by ACO 

Associates – contain records of 138 wrecks within 10 km of the proposed cable route 

alignment inside the outer limit of the contiguous zone (Figure 8). There are a further 13 

wrecks recorded in the East London area for which it has been impossible to find any 

indication of position. These wrecks could, therefore, be present in the 10 km buffer zone 

around the cable route. A gazetteer of these 151 wrecks is provided in Appendix A. 

The bulk of these wrecks occurred within or close to the Buffalo River, or to the north of the 

mouth (Figure 9). Although the accurate positions of most of these wrecks is not known, 

based on the descriptions of these casualties in the historical record it is safe to assume that 

they are nevertheless sufficiently distant from the cable route and landfall to be discounted 

as potential risks to the project. 

It is also important to be aware that there is possibly some confusion in the records with 

regard to wrecks close to East London’s lighthouse: this because East London has had two 

lighthouses, both on the west bank, but roughly 2 km apart. The Hood Point lighthouse, 

which is still operational, is located between the river mouth and the cable route landfall (see 

Plate 4). It was constructed in 1895 to replace the earlier and original Buffalo River light at 

Castle Point on the western bank of the river. The Castle Point lighthouse (Plate 5) was 

erected in 1857, downgraded to a fixed red harbour light after the Hood Point light was 

commissioned in 1895 and finally demolished in 1929 (Denfield 1965). It is therefore likely 

http://www.sahra.org.za/sahris
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that between 1857 and 1895 the eight references to vessels being wrecked near the 

lighthouse relate to Castle Point and that these sites fall into the category of wrecks near the 

river mouth described above that are a low potential risk to the cable route. These wrecks 

are the Lunaria (1861), Theresa (1861), Antonie (1864), Sharp (1872), Compagne (1874), 

Countess of Dudley (1877) Clansman (1882) and Johan (1882).  

 

Plate 4: East London in 1935. The former position of the Castle Point lighthouse is shown circled on left and 

Hood Point lighthouse is circled on the top right. The cable landfall is beyond to top right corner of the photo.  

The three wrecks described as being in the vicinity of a lighthouse after 1929 (Unknown 39 

(no date), Koodoo (1960) and Mary (1960)) will be in the proximity of Hood Point and being 

that much closer to the cable route and landfall have a greater potential to be a risk. The 

Cingalese (1906) was grounded at Hood Point but refloated before being broken up in the 

harbour. This vessel was also the only casualty associated with a lighthouse during the 

period when both lights were operational, but the fact that she was refloated removes her 

from the equation. 

The records indicate that 14 of the vessels listed as East London casualties grounded (see 

Appendix A). The recording of a vessel as having grounded usually implies that it was 

subsequently refloated and did not become a wreck. It is known that five of the grounded 

vessels in the gazetteer were refloated – the Kaffir (1890), Cingalese (1906), Galway Castle 

(1918), Kanagawa Maru (1924) and Carlow Castle (1926). It is not clear from the records,
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Figure 8: Cable route, buffered by 10 km on either side, within South Africa’s territorial waters (12 nautical miles) and contiguous zone (24 nautical miles) showing the 

clustering of wrecks north of the landfall at the Buffalo River mouth (Source: SAHRA and ACO databases)  
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Figure 9: Cable route and landfall showing clustering of wrecks to the north-east around the Buffalo River mouth (Source: SAHRA and ACO databases) 
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however, what the fate of the remaining nine vessels was and, as a precaution, the remains 

of these vessels should be assumed to be present on the seabed within the buffer zone. 

 

Plate 5: Entrance to the Buffalo River in 1882 from the west bank showing the Castle Point lighthouse between 

the breakwater (right) and the western training wall (centre left) (Source Denfield 1965: 16) 

A last general point to make is that 13 wrecks in the buffer zone are currently less than 60 

years of age and are thus not protected by the NHRA as heritage resources. That being 

said, these wrecks are nevertheless a potential risk to the project – to plant and to the cable 

– and for that reason have been retained in the overall count of sites that may lie within the 

buffer zone around the cable route. 

6.3.2 Shipwrecks near the landfall 

There are no recorded wrecks in the bay within which the cable route will make its landfall. 

The nearest recorded sites are the Sagittarius and the Lief both more than 2 km distant, to 

the south and north of the cable route and landfall respectively (Figure 10). The Sagittarius 

was a motor vessel wrecked in Leach Bay in 2002, and as such is not protected under the 

terms of the NHRA. The Lief was a Norwegian wooden sailing barque which ran aground at 

Shelly Beach in 1896 and is one of those vessels listed as grounded in the various sources 

consulted. 

6.3.3 Geophysical Data 

The resolution of the processed multibeam data was not ideal for archaeological review due 

to the grid cell sizes used to process the data, but it was possible to review it in the QGIS 

(Figure 11).  

The ELETTRA/GeoTeam survey report (2018) indicates that no evidence of wrecks was 

observed on in the bathymetric and sidescan sonar data within the survey corridor. The 
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archaeological review of the same data confirms that no upstanding, visible wreck was noted 

in the data (Figure 12). 

6.3.4 Shipwrecks Offshore 

Further offshore, within the EEZ and on South Africa’s continental shelf, there are a number 

of shipping casualties related to German and Italian U-boat activity in the southern Indian 

Ocean during World War II (see Figure 13). Based on the co-ordinates for the sinking of 

these vessels recorded by the U-boats concerned which are available from 

https://uboat.net/, none of these casualties are less than 20 km from the proposed route of 

the cable. The nearest wrecks to the route are the City of Joannesburg (1942) which is 

approximately 23 km south of the route and the John Drayton (1943) which is roughly 50 km 

north of the cable route. It is extremely unlikely, therefore, that the cable route in its current 

alignment will encounter any of the recorded World War II casualties but their presence and 

their particular sensitivity as possible war graves must be borne in mind should the 

alignment of the route be changed.  

https://uboat.net/
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Figure 10: Cable landfall showing the approximate positions of the closest wrecks (Source SAHRA and ACO databases).  
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Figure 11: Multibeam bathymetric data for the IOX cable route collected in the contiguous zone and territorial waters. 
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Figure 12: Overlay of inshore multibeam data with recorded shipwrecks in the vicinity of the landfall. None of the known wrecks are located within the survey corridor and no 

wreck was discernible in the data. 
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Figure 13: Map showing the location of deepwater wrecks of primarilly World War II vintage in relaton to the proposed cable route in the EEZ and on ther continental shelf. The 

continental shelf is the area coloured brown at centre left on the image (Source: ACO database) 
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7 Impact Assessment 
The risks to heritage sites are a result of physical penetration of the surface during 

excavation on land or by trench ploughing and burial of the subsea cable offshore. 

7.1 Submerged Prehistory 

Although no geophysical data for the seabed adjacent to East London and within the buffer 

zone were available for this assessment, the major rivers along the East Coast are likely to 

have submerged palaeo-channels extending offshore. Where archaeological material and 

palaeoenvironmental evidence have survived post-glacial marine transgressions, there is the 

potential for this material to be within or associated with now submerged palaeo-channels.  

The distance of the inshore cable route alignment from the Buffalo River mouth and any 

associated palaeo-channel and the small footprint of the seabed intervention that will result 

from the laying of the proposed cable make the potential for any interaction with or impact on 

submerged prehistoric archaeological material unlikely. 

The potential impacts of the laying of the IOX fibre optic cable on submerged prehistoric 

archaeological resources can be summarised as follows: 

Potential impact on submerged prehistoric archaeology 

Nature of impact Damage to, or destruction of submerged 

prehistoric archaeological resources 

Extent of impact Localized 

Duration of impact Permanent 

Intensity of impact Potentially high if submerged prehistoric 

material is intersected by project activities, but 

the location and size of the footprint of the 

seabed interventions mean that impacts on 

submerged prehistoric archaeology are 

unlikely 

Probability of occurrence Low 

Degree to which impact can be reversed Irreversible 

Irreplaceability of resources High – submerged prehistoric archaeological 

resources are non-renewable and cannot be 

replaced if damaged or destroyed 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation Low 

Significance of impact pre-mitigation Low 

Degree of mitigation possible Low 

Proposed mitigation None – the nature of the seabed interventions 



34 
 

(ploughing by ROV) mean that is highly 

unlikely that any interaction with submerged 

prehistoric archaeology will be recognised and 

can be mitigated. 

Cumulative impact post mitigation Low 

Significance after mitigation N/A – no mitigation required 

 

7.2 Shipwrecks 

Although there are large numbers of historical wrecks near to the Buffalo River, the closest 

recorded wreck to the cable route is more than 2 km distant. The review of the multibeam 

data revealed no upstanding, visible wreck, which corresponds with the results of the desk-

based work. Furthermore, for reasons of risk to plant and the cable, the route alignment will 

always be adjusted to avoid wrecks. Together this makes the potential for any interaction 

with or impact on historical wrecks unlikely.  

Potential impact on historical shipwrecks 

Nature of impact Damage to, or destruction of historical 

shipwrecks 

Extent of impact Localized 

Duration of impact Permanent 

Intensity of impact Low 

Probability of occurrence Improbable  

Degree to which impact can be reversed Irreversible 

Irreplaceability of resources High – historical shipwrecks  are non-renewable 

and cannot be replaced if damaged or destroyed 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation Low 

Significance of impact pre-mitigation Low 

Degree of mitigation possible High 

Proposed mitigation Known Wrecks – None, alignment of the cable 

route means that there will be no interaction with 

known historical shipwrecks in the vicinity 

Unknown/Unrecorded Wrecks – Should 

shipwreck material be encountered during cable 

laying, all work must cease until the 

archaeologist and SAHRA, the material has been 

assessed and a decision has been made about 
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how to proceed. 

Cumulative impact post mitigation Low 

Significance after mitigation Known Wrecks – N/A 

Unknown/Unrecorded Wrecks – Low 

8 Mitigation 
No mitigation is required or proposed in respect of potential submerged prehistoric 

archaeology and known shipwrecks in the study area. 

In the event a previously unknown or unrecorded shipwreck is encountered during the 

installation of the cable, the project archaeologist and SAHRA must be notified immediately. 

If the wreck will be impacted by the cable laying, all work must cease until the archaeologist 

and SAHRA have assessed the significance of the site and a decision has been taken as to 

how to deal with it. 

9 Conclusion 
The maritime elements of the proposed IOX fibre optic cable are highly unlikely to have any 

impact on known or unknown maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources and are 

considered archaeologically acceptable. 

The impact of the project on any previously unknown shipwreck or other maritime 

archaeological material encountered during the work can be dealt with through the 

implementation of the mitigation measure proposed in this report. 
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Appendix A: Gazetteer of Shipwreck within 10 km Buffer Zone 
 

Ship Name Area Place EventType Ship Type Nationality Date Notes 

Albert Edward, 
Prince of Wales 

East London East London Grounded 
 

  1882/01/23 Grounded according to van der Bosch 

Albert Juhl Orient Beach   Wrecked 
3 Masted 
Schooner 

  1876/02/04 No lives lost 

Alfred Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth (near) 

Wrecked     1866/06/15 No lives lost 

Alma Gonubie 
Gonubie River 
Mouth (near?) 

Wrecked Schooner German 1878/10/26 Cable parted in a (south) westerly gale.  Went ashore and became a total wreck. No lives lost 

Amatola Buffalo River 
Blinders Rock 
in river mouth 

Wrecked Schooner   1852/05/02 
The Amatola was the first casualty at the Buffalo River, and was wrecked trying to enter the river  
No lives lost 

Andes     
 

    1901   

Andries     
 

Barque   1901/05/01 Towed into East London Harbour 

Ann Staniland Buffalo River East Bank Wrecked Schooner British 1876/11/28 
The tug London tried to bring this vessel into the river when it was closed to shipping.  She swerved 
over and became wrecked on the Eastern Wall. The vessel was under arrest for debt, and her loss 
cheated her creditors. She may have been a Brig according to one source. 

Anna    Surf Boat 
 

1868/08/27   

Annie   Broken up   1939   

Annie S Buffalo River 

West Bank 
(opposite old 
Customs 
House) 

Wrecked Brigantine British 1875/12/11 
Struck the bar opposite the Old Customs House while being towed into the river by the tug Buffalo.  
She drifted to the West Wall where she became a total wreck. Denfield (1965) refers to her as a 
coasting schooner, while another source refers to her as a coasting steamer (?). 

Antonie Lighthouse 
100 metres 
west of 

Wrecked Brig German 1864/10/18 
Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. No lives lost. Other dates listed are: 10/21/1864 and 
10/24/1864. 

Aqua Buffalo River Buffalo River    1901/10/16   

Atbara 
Marina 
Beach 

Beach Hotel 
(below & 
150m 
offshore) 

Wrecked Barque Norwegian 1902/06/10 

On the afternoon of 10 June 1902 a ferocious south-easterly gale descended on the East London 
roadstead and three sailing vessels were torn from their anchorage.  They were the wooden 
barques Aurora, and Elise Linck, and the iron barque Atbara.  The former two were beached on the 
bight opposite the Blind River, whilst the Atbara grounded on the rocks below the Beach Hotel. 
Although the rocket brigade arrived to help the Atbara who was in the most trouble, they were not 
able to get a line across and the ship was torn apart and 11 men lost. Ex Thomas Stowe. There is 
not much left of the wreck site as it was blasted in the past, but its cargo of cement barrels have 
made an interesting artificial reef. 
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Aurora East Beach 
Blind River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Barque Swedish 1902/06/10 

On the afternoon of 10 June 1902 a ferocious south-easterly gale descended on the East London 
roadstead and three sailing vessels were torn from their anchorage.  They were the wooden 
barques Aurora, and Elise Linck, and the iron barque Atbara.  The former two were beached on the 
bight opposite the Blind River, whilst the Atbara grounded on the rocks below the Beach Hotel. 
Although the rocket brigade arrived to help the Atbara who was in the most trouble, they were not 
able to get a line across and the ship was torn apart and 11 men lost. At about 1.30 am three men 
from the Elise Linck made it ashore with a rope and the rest of the crew were rescued without loss 
of life. At 6 am as the gale moderated somewhat a man from the Aurora managed to get a line 
ashore and the her crew was also rescued.  No lives lost. The Aurora lies 50 m east of the Elise 
Linck. 

Batavier East London East London    1876   

Bjorviken Buffalo River Mouth / Bar Condemned Barque Norwegian 1893/07/30 Struck the Bar and subsequently condemned. No lives lost. 

Blesbok Buffalo River      
 

Blesbok East London East London Wrecked Dredger 
South 
African 

26/01/1971 
Grounded and lost. Navypos describes the wreck as follows:  (PA)  BLESBOK Dredger  Tonnage 
3121 gross  Length 316ft beam 54ft  draught 19ft  Aground and abandoned 26 1 1971 (Lloyds 
Weekly Volume 203 Pages 185 231 & 437)  It is reported that this wreck will be left "as lying". 

Bonanza Orient Beach 
South 
entrance of 
harbour ? 

Wrecked Barque American 1894/12/22 
Vessel lost steerage way while entering the river, and after becoming unmanageable took ground 
on the bar shoals. 

Bravo East Beach East Beach Wrecked   1912   

Caledonian Buffalo River Buffalo River Lost Steam Tug British 1905/10/10 
Heavy flood coming down the Buffalo River opened the bar and swept the Caledonian and its 
caretaker out to sea.  Neither heard of again. Also swept a coal hulk from its moorings and wrecked 
it on the West Bank. 

Campyne East London East London    1874   

Carl zu den Drei 
Greiffen 

Buffalo River 
West Bank 
(opposite 
Cemetery) 

Wrecked Brig German 1875/10/16 
Lost in a south easterly wind when her anchors dragged. No lives lost. Another source lists her 
location as Orient Beach. 

Carlow Castle Buffalo River 
East London 
Harbour 

Grounded * 
Iron 
Steamship  

British 1926/03/12 
Vessel became unmanagable due to a strong easterly wind and flood tide.  Struck a bank of soft 
mud in the river bed, and fouled a mooring buoy.  No damage apparent. 

Carrie Wyman Buffalo River 
East Bank 
(100 yards E 
of river) 

Wrecked Barque 
Bahaman/B
rit? 

1886/08/14 
Vessel bound for East London and Port Elizabeth, and lost when cables parted.  Came ashore 100 
yards east of the Eastern Training Wall at the mouth of the Buffalo River. No lives lost. Vessel may 
have been American or British. The salvaged cargo was sold for 1600 pounds. 

Castor Buffalo River Buffalo River Grounded? Man-O-War British 1851/04/03 
This vessel was not wrecked is SA waters. Possibly grounded? Sold and broken up in 1902 in 
Woolwich - see http://www.pbenyon.plus.com/18-1900/C/00866.html and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Castor_(1832) 

Cichina East London East London Unknown     1873   
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Cingalese Hood Point 
Lighthouse 
(grounded at) 

Broken up     1906/08/18 Grounded and damaged. Towed to East London and broken up. 

City of Oxford East London East London Unknown  Motor Vessel British 1974 
May have been the vessel built/acquired by the Ellerman Lines in 1948.  Built by John Brown & Co. 
of Clydebank. 

Clansman Lighthouse 1.2 km west of Wrecked 
Brigantine / 
Barque 

British 1882/05/31 

Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. Went ashore on the rocks 3/4 mile west of the 
lighthouse / 1 mile west of the Buffalo River. Lies near the Dauntless (1833). According to the Gov. 
Gazette the vessel was registered in Banff, and had arrived in East London from Cardiff with a 
cargo of coal on 14 April. 

Columba East London East London Wrecked Barque Russian 1880/11/05 Cables parted during a south-easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Compage Esplanade 

Esplanade 
Rocks (1ml 
east of 
lighthouse) 

Wrecked Schooner British 1874/12/05 
Lost in a south-easterly gale. South-westerly according to Van der Bosch. No lives lost. Lies 1 mile 
east of the lighthouse. 

Concordia Buffalo River Buffalo River Condemned Barque Swedish 1895/12/16 Struck the bar while being towed up the river.  Later condemned. 

Congella 
Outer 
Anchorage 

Outer 
Anchorage 

Wrecked   British 1903/09/08 Steamship with an engine capacity of 180hp. 

Constantia Esplanade 

Esplanade 
Rocks/800m 
off Buffalo R 
Mouth 

Wrecked Barque British 1868/07/24 Lost in a south easterly gale after cables parted.  Lies near the Crusader and Nundeeps (1868). 

Coquette 
Campagne 

Esplanade 
Esplanade 
Rocks 

Wrecked Schooner   1874/12/05 
Lies a little east of the steamship Quanza (1872), about 3/4 mile east of East London. Anchors 
dragged in a south easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Countess of 

Dudley 
Orient Beach 

1/4 mile from 
lighthouse 

Wrecked Brig Australian 1877/08/23 
Collided with the Synriote when cables parted in a light breeze Wrecked ¼ mile from the lighthouse. 
No lives lost. 

Crixea Buffalo River 
West Bank 
(west of 
lighthouse) 

Wrecked Barque British 1872/11/27 
Went ashore on the West Bank in a south easterly gale when her cables parted. No lives lost. Bell 
at EL Museum 

Crusader Esplanade 
Esplanade 
Rocks 

Wrecked Barque   1868/08/29 Lies near the Constantia and Nundeeps (1868). Lost in a south easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Dauntless Buffalo River 

West Bank 
(near / 
opposite 
Cemetery) 

Wrecked Ship American 1883/09/28 
Wrecked in south-easterly gale 1/2 mile west of the Buffalo River.  After he cables parted. Crew of 
22 landed by means of a rocket apparatus. No lives lost Lies close to the Clansman (1882) 

Deutschland East London East London Unknown     1876   

Early Morn East London East London Unknown     1863/02/20   

Eda East London East London Condemned     1904/06/22 Grounded and then condemned at East London.  Date was 1906 according to Jobling. 

Elaine Buffalo River East side of Wrecked 
Iron Brig / 
Barque 

British 1872/05/26 
Had partly discharged its cargo when its cables parted at 10 am on Sunday 26 May, and the vessel 
was driven ashore and wrecked in a osuth-easterly gale.  Alternate sources suggest that it sprang a 
leak. Six other vessels wrecked at the same time. 
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Elise Buffalo River Buffalo River Wrecked Barque German 1878/02/16 Lost in a southerly gale after cables parted.  Went ashore at night. No lives lost 

Elise Linck East Beach 
Blind River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Barque German 1902/06/10 

On the afternoon of 10 June 1902 a ferocious south-easterly gale descended on the East London 
roadstead and three sailing vessels were torn from their anchorage.  They were the wooden 
barques Aurora, and Elise Linck, and the iron barque Atbara.  The former two were beached on the 
bight opposite the Blind River, whilst the Atbara grounded on the rocks below the Beach Hotel. 
Although the rocket brigade arrived to help the atbara who was in the most trouble, they were not 
able to get a line across and the ship was torn apart and 11 men lost. At about 1.30 am three men 
from the Elise Linck made it ashore with a rope and the rest of the crew were rescued without loss 
of life. At 6 am as the gale moderated somewhat a man from the Aurora managed to get a line 
ashore and the her crew was also rescued. The Elise Linck lies 50 m west of the Aurora. 
 

Eliza Buffalo River Roadstead Wrecked Brig   1880/08/04 
Vessel arrived from Cardiff with a cargo of coals and was unloading them in the roadstead when 
she caught alight. No lives lost. 

Elizabeth and 
Mary 

Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

Grounded? Schooner   1861/10/17 Grounded 

Ellen Browne Orient Beach Orient Beach Wrecked Barque German 1877/10/27 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. Lies near the Countess of Dudley (1877). No lives lost. 

Elpida Buffalo River 
1/1.5 mile 
NE/E of 
Buffalo River ? 

Wrecked Barque Norwegian 1893/09/29 

Wrecked in a severe south-easterly gale.  The crew were rescued by rocket apparatus.  The entire 
cargo was still aboard, except for a single lighter load that had been landed.  On 7 October there is 
an indication that the salvage of the cargo was proceeding. The vessel was carrying no passengers. 
No lives lost. 

Elsie East London East London Unknown Barque   1878/02/16   

Elsie May Buffalo River 
1.5 miles east 
of 

Wrecked Anchor Boat British 1883/10/28 
According to Marsh was wrecked about 200 yards east of the mouth of the Buffalo River, on the 
same spot as the Schmayl was wrecked four days before.  He also suggests her tonnage was 85 
tons. Lost after her cables parted in a gale. No lives lost. 

Emile Marie East London 
Just north-east 
of 

Wrecked Barque   1874/12/07 Wrecked in a south-westerly gale. No lives lost. Lies close to the Jane Davie (1872). 

Emma Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth (east 
bank) 

Wrecked Brig American 1872/05/26 
Wrecked after her cables parted at noon on Sunday 26 May, during a south easterly gale.  Came 
ashore on the eastern shore of the river.  Six other vessels also wrecked, and the roadstead 
cleared, but only 2 lives lost between them. Cargo was only partly discharged when vessel lost. 

Euterpe East Beach 
East Beach / 2 
miles east of 
EL ? 

Wrecked Brig British 1876/11 Lost in a south-westerly gale after colliding with the Stirling. No lives lost. 

Evening Star Shelly Beach 2 miles west of Grounded 
Fishing 
Vessel 

British / SA 1909/01/02 Left East London for a fishing trip and stranded about an hour later. No lives lost. 

F Schermbrucker East London 
Quay in 
harbour 

Broken Up Tug 
South 
African 

1978 Broken up by Chicks Scrap Metal - http://www.clydeships.co.uk/view.php?ref=11373 

Fingoe East Beach 
Blind River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Barque 
South 
African 

1874/07/19 
Wrecked in a gale.  No lives lost. Had previously run aground in the Great Gale of September 1869 
in Algoa Bay. 

Florie East Beach Blind River Wrecked 
Wooden 
Sailing 

British 1874/12/06 Lost in a south westerly gale. One life lost. May be same vessel as Flora above - Marsh. 
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Vessel  

Foam Buffalo River East Bank Wrecked Schooner British 1851/09/13 
Cables parted in a south easterly (westerly according to vd Bosch) swell, and strong easterly wind. 
No lives lost. 

Francesca Orient Beach 
Orient Beach 
(off) 

Wrecked Barque Italian 1882/05/12 

Vessel Bound from Akyab to the English Channel via East London for orders.  She was carrying 
1000 tons (10 700 bags) of rice when she sprang a leak and began taking on water fast.  She 
arrived in East London on 11 May in distress and looking for shelter, but the master found it 
impossible to keep her afloat and she was beached the next day, 1 mile east of the Buffalo River. 
Her crew were safe aboard other vessels in the bay, but the vessel became a total wreck Tonnage 
may have been 646 tons. 

G M Tucker Buffalo River Old Harbour Wrecked     1895/09/10   

Galway Castle Orient Beach Orient Beach Grounded * Mailship British 1918/09/12 

Grounded on Orient Beach after tow rope parted.  About 100 men were rescued by means of the 
breeches buoy.  The vessel remained upright, however and was successfully refloated. She had 
previously grounded and the entrance to the Buffalo River on 12 October 1917 when the tow cable 
parted.  She was also refloated on that occasion.  Catpained then by W B Dyer, with a crew of 225 , 
66 passengers and a general cargo. She was later torpedoed and sunk by U.82 in September 1918 
when only two days from Plymouth. 

Gavrion East London East London   Motor Vessel    1974   

General Nott East Beach Blind River Wrecked Brig British 1876/12/10 Lost in a north westerly gale. No lives lost. 

Ghika Esplanade 
Esplanade 
Rocks 

Wrecked 
Schooner 
(Coasting) 

British / SA 1847/10/17 

First vessel wrecked at the Buffalo River. Anchored in the roadstead when her cables parted and 
driven ashore. 19 lives were lost - the Captain and 12 crew members, plus 6 lifeboatmen were 
killed. The same vessel was grounded but refloated after being driven ashore near the Hospital 
Lines in Table Bay in a north-westerly gale on 9 September 1842.  There were no casualties.  Four 
other vessels ran aground in the same storm.  She was refloated on 2 October 1842. May have 
been owned by J Sedgwick. 

Guiding Star Cove Rock Off Wrecked Barque   1879/10/08 Wrecked in a gale (Van der Bosch says grounded).  No lives lost. 

Hampton Court 
160km west 
of 

160km west of     British 1881/04/16 

This vessel is listed in the Gov. Gazette dated 29 April - nearly two weeks after the date of her 
listing in the database.  Could this mean she was not lost, but grounded instead? According to the 
Gov. Gazette (29/4) she was bound from Ibo to Marseilles via Cape Town with a cargo of sundries.  
She arrived in C.T. on 27/4. Registered in London.Van der Bosch suggests she was leaking, and 
presumably made port to be condemned. 

Harriet Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

? Schooner   1847/10/22   

Heathfield 
Kayser's 
Beach 

Three Sisters 
Rocks 

Wrecked 
Fishing 
Vessel 

  1964/01/09 
Vessel grounded at the Three Sisters and broke up in heavy seas within 5 minutes.  12 crewmen 
managed to make it ashore, but the other 5 were drowned in the heavy surf on the rocks. 

Helene Orient Beach East of Grounded Hulk (Coal)   1905/10/10 Lost at night during a storm. 

Henry Douse East London East London Wrecked Brigantine British 1867/08/13 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Herma East London East London ?     1855   
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Hohenzollern East Beach Blind River Wrecked Barque German 1876/11 Lost during a south easterly gale and heavy rain squalls.  One man drowned. 

Hope East London East London Grounded Barque   1880/11/05 Cables parted in a south westerly gale and went ashore. No lives lost. 

Huma Orient Beach Orient Beach Wrecked Schooner   1855/10/27   

Hung Mou Hao East London East London Wrecked Schooner   1855/10/27 Wrecked. 

Imogen East London East London Wrecked Barque British 1867/11/20 Lost in a south easterly gale. No lives lost. Date may be 18 November. 

Itemaid of Arron Buffalo River West Bank Wrecked 
Sailing 
Vessel  

  1873   

Johan West Bank 
Castle Point 
Lighthouse 

Wrecked Barque Swedish 1882/02/20 

Cables parted in a south easterly gale and the vessel wrecked between the Training Wall and the 
Breakwater. About 100 tons of cargo still aboard. Date of loss may be 21 February - Marsh. 
Government Gazette # 1362 of 1882 (17/11/1882) - Details of vessel in years before she was 
wrecked. - May be the same vessel, but called the Johan Brolin.  A Swedish sailing vessel of 797 
tons.  Captained by N F Forsberg, with a crew of 17.  Registered in Soderhamn, Sewden, and 
owned by J Brolin & Son. No lives lost. 

Kaffir Buffalo River 
Sandy spit 
near Western 
Training Wall 

Grounded* 
Iron 
Steamship  

British 1890/12/07 

The Captain of the Kaffir decided that he could pilot his own vessel up the navigable channel 
dredged in the Buffalo River whne he arrived in the roadstead on 7 December 1890.  Unfortunately 
the vessel struck the South Breakwater and tore a hole in her side  (Marsh suggests she sustained 
several holes in her bilge).  Water rushed in and put out her fires, and the captain attempted to 
beach his vessel between the Breakwater and the West Wall.  The vessel, however, took ground 
sooner than he expected and partly blocked the channel Divers were soon on the scene and 
succeeded in stopping the hole, but attempts to raise the ship by means of lighters and balks failed, 
even with the assistance of the dredger Lucy.  Fortunately, the Harbour Master, Mr Tippett had just 
received a new set of Gwynn's pumps which he used with "miraculous effect".  The vessel rose 
rapidly and was brought into the river.  Temporary repairs were made on 12 December. Date of 
wrecking may be 2 December, although Marsh confirms that the date was in fact 7 December. The 
vessel was registered in Glasgow, and had an engine capacity of 50hp. 

Kanagawa Maru Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

Grounded * 
 Iron 
Steamship 

Japanese 1924/02/02 
Stranded at the mouth of the Buffalo River through misinterpretation in the engine room of bridge 
orders when entering the port. Her port side propeller was slightly damaged, but she was later 
refloated. No lives lost. 
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King Cadwallon Esplanade Surf Zone Wrecked 
Freighter / 
Collier 

British 1929/09/11 

Caught fire at sea on 7 July 1929, eight days out from Durban.  The crew fought the blaze for 5 
days but At Lat 31.14S; Long 40.24E a fire caused by the spontaneous combustion of her cargo 
was discovered in No.2 hold.  Although the crew fought the blaze for a number of days it was soon 
out of control, and the vessel was abandoned ablaze on 12 July 1929 when the ss Ardenhall arrived 
to take the crew off. Despite open sea cocks the vessel did not sink and floated for 41 days before 
she was sighted off East London.  She was towed to East London by the tug Annie, but about three 
days after arriving, on 2 August 1929, she broke her cables during a south-easterly gale and ran 
aground.  Was completely burned out, and by dawn the next day had broken in two. The wreck lies 
300m from the Valdivia, about 250m offshore. Bell and steam whistle at EL Museum. Gross 
tonnage may be 5063 tons, and net tonnage was 3145.  Dimensions:  400' 9" long; 52' 4" wide; 28' 
3" deep. T.3 - cylinder engine (27"; 44", 73"-48") - 2500 ihp - Engine fitted to burn oil.  Vessel had 
electric lights and a wireless. Launched by the Hong Kong and Whampoa Dock Co. Ltd., Hong 
Kong in 1920 as the War Piper, for the Shipping Controller of His Majesty's Government.  Sold in 

1920 to N E Ambatielos, Greece in July 1920, and completed as the Stathis.  The owner failed to 
take delivery however, and reverted to the Controller (Glover Borthers, Managers).  In June 1921, 
by order of the Admiralty Marshal the vessel was auctioned, and purchased by the King Line Ltd.  
Renamed King Cadwallon. 

Koodoo Hood Point 
Near 
Lighthouse 

Scuttled 
Steam Pilot 
Tug 

South 
African 

1960/02/27 

The Koodoo was built for the Union-Castle Mail S.S. Co. Ltd. as a steel twin screw steam tender for 
East London, official number 147697. Builders were JL Thornycroft & Co. Ltd. of southhampton 
(Yard  No. 1029).  The Koodoo's tonnage was 119 gross and 55 net, and her dimensions were 90.6 
x 19.1 x 7.6 feet.  She carried a 2 cylinder compound engine by her builders, which delivered 40hp 
(240 ihp) and 8 knots. She was launched on 3 June 1924, and completed in August that year. In 
1938 she was sold by Union-Castle to the SA Railways and Harbours Administration and used as a 
pilot tug in East London. On 27 February 1960 she was scuttled, together with another East London 
tug, the Mary, near the Hood Point Lighthouse. 

La Serena Buffalo River Buffalo River Wrecked Barque   1876 
Struck the bar while being towed into the river by the tug Buffalo. Became a total wreck. No lives 
lost. 

Lady Kennaway Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth (below 
Protea Hotel) 

Wrecked Ship British 1857/11/25 

The vessel anchored in the East London roadstead on 20 November, and the work of unloading the 
231 immigrants began.  This took four days to complete, and the last person was brought ashore on 
the afternoon of the 23rd. On 25 November disaster struck the vessel when she was driven ashore 
in a south-easterly gale and wrecked on a sandy spit in the mouth of the Buffalo River.  She had 
been anchored in what was considered a safe berth in 12.5 fathoms of water, but her anchor cables 
were worn.  Moreover, they were too light and too short for a vessel of her mass, and she only had 
two anchors out.  When her cables parted in the gale an atttempt was made to raise her sails, which 
resulted in her being driven onto the bar. She remained there for some months, an obstruction to 
vessels entering and leaving the harbour, until she was blown up to clear the passage. 

Lief 

Shelly Beach 
(1/4 mile W 
of Buffalo 
River 

Shelly Beach Grounded Barque Norwegian 1896/10/26 
Vessel stranded after cables parted. One life lost. In 1875 (11 July) the same vessel had been 
abandoned as unmanagable by the same master, 20 miles west south-west of Cape St Francis.  

She was later found and towed to Algoa Bay by the tug Sit Frederick. 
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Lizzie 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

On Bar (near 
Breakwater) 

Wrecked 
Tender / 
Launch 

British 1885/05/14 

Vessel completed  in 1879 as a single screw, iron steam tender for Union S.S. Co. Ltd., for service 
in South Africa.  She was built by Day, Summers and Co. of Southampton, and her offical number 
was 51648. Her tonnage was 19 gross, 14 net, and her dimensions were 52 x 12.5 x 4.9 feet.  The 
type of engines she carried are not known, but the could produce 16hp. She arrived in Algoa Bay on 
1 March 1881, and was registered in Cape Town on 12 April that year. Wrecked close to the 
Breakwater on the Buffalo River Bar while inbound with mails from the Norham Castle. 

Lockett Buffalo River 
West Bank 
(300 yards 
west of river) 

Wrecked Barque British 1884/01/04 Wrecked in a south-easterly wind. No lives lost. 

Lord of the Isles Buffalo River East Bank Wrecked Brig   1873/10/26 Captured by the French. Then wrecked by its English crew. No lives lost. 

Louise Buffalo River Bar Condemned Barque Norwegian 1891/05/27 
In a heavy sea the vessel struck the bar while being towed into the river.  She was later condemned 
and sold on 10 July 1891. No lives lost. 

Lucy Harbour 
Eastern 
Training Wall 
(end of) 

Wrecked Dredger 
South 
African 

1895/11/11 

The dredger Lucy arrived in the East London roadstead on 31 May 1886 to a huge welcome.  The 
next day, Tuesday 1 June, two lighters went alongside to lighten her before she was taken in tow by 
the Buffalo.  No sooner had she entered the river than she went aground inside the eastern wall and 
could not be got off.  The next day however she floated off unharmed and was brought into the river 
by Captain Clifford and moored alongside the wharf. The Lucy was a steam pump hopper dredger 
of 290 tons register, and was built in Kinderkyk, Holland by Messrs. J & K Smit.  She was named 
after the wife of the Commisioner of Public Works, Colonel  Schermbrucker, who was instrumental 

in having her brought out to East London. She was offically inaugurated on 17 July 1886 with a 
demonstration watched by thousands from the shore.  For her first few months she worked in the 
river, but on October 28th she crossed the bar to work in from the outside, literally digging her way 
over the bar.  On 4 June 1887 she broke though the bar with a depth of 10-12 feet at low tide.  
Ships could now enter the river, and the first to make use of the opportunity was the barque 
Wolseley. The Lucy continued to prove her worth and dredged for nine years.  She was wrecked at 
the end of the Eastern Training Wall on 11 November 1895 after touching the wall owing to a 
sudden swell.  She became unmanagable, and foundered because anchored with insufficient cable. 
No lives lost. 

Lunaria Buffalo River 

West Bank 
(near Castle 
Point (?) 
Lighthouse) 

Wrecked Barque British 1861/09/11 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale No lives lost. 

M M Jones Buffalo River 
West Bank (in 
present 
Turning Basin) 

Wrecked Barque   1876/09 
Grounded on the West Bank. Her buried reminas were uncovered in 1929 during excavations for 
the present turning basin. 

Madelpad Harbour In Wrecked     1891/09/16   

Maid of Arron Buffalo River West Bank Wrecked Sealer   1873   

Marengo East London East London Wrecked Barque British 1876/10/19 Lost in a south easterly gale. 
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Marion Neil Orient Beach 
100 yards east 
of Buffalo 
River 

Wrecked Barque British 1885/09/05 Lost after cables parted. Crew landed safely and no lives lost. 

Martha 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

East Side Wrecked Brig   1872/05/26 
Wrecked along with six other vessel lying in the roadstead in a south easterly gale.  Cables parted 
on the morning of Sunday 26 May, and the vessel driven ashore. Only two lives lost between all 
seven vessels. The Martha was still fully loaded with an inward bound cargo. 

Mary Hood Point 
Near 
Lighthouse 

Scuttled Pilot Tug 
South 
African 

1960/02/27 Scuttled near Hood Point Lighthouse along with the tug Koodoo. 

Medusa Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth (East 
Side) 

Wrecked Barque British 1863/11/10 Marsh suggests this vessel was lost about 15 miles west of East London, near Buffelsfontein. 

Memento 
Shelly Beach 
(near) 

Cove Rock Wrecked Barque British 1876/02/05 Cables parted during a south easterly gale. Date may 1875. 

Mendeep East London East London ? Schooner   1868/08/27   

Nant-Y-Glo Buffalo River East Side Wrecked 
Snow / Brig 
(?) 

British 1872/04/26 Lost in a south easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Natal Star Buffalo River 
2.4km east of 
River 

Wrecked Barque British 1874/07/19 Wrecked in a gale. No lives lost. 

New Blessing Buffalo River Rowing Clubs Grounded     1905/10/10 
The New Blessing was grounded high on river bank by the flood of 10 October 1905.  She came to 
rest near the old rowing club houses.  By the time she came to grief she may already have been a 
hulk.  It is not clear if she was refloated. 

Nundeeps Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Schooner British 1868/08/28 
Lost on the rocks close to the Crusader (1868) and the Constantia (1868) in a south easterly gale. 
No lives lost. 

Olive East London East London ? Barque   1900   

Olive East Beach East Beach Wrecked Barque British 1878/02/16 Lost during a south-easterly gale. 6 lives lost. 

Oranjeland Orient Beach 
Outside 
Harbour (near 
Bowling Club) 

Wrecked Freighter 
South 
African 

1974/08/13 
Ship fetched up on the rocks immediately after leaving East London harbour in a north westerly 
gale.  She had suffered a complete power failure. No lives lost Ex Oranjeland. Lies near the Valdivia 
(1908) 2800 tons of the granite was salvaged by Peter Sachs and co. in 1989. 

Oranjeland Esplanade 
East Beach - 
West of 
Aquarium 

Wrecked Freighter 
South 
African 

1974 

The Oranjeland was wrecked off East Londons Esplanade opposite today's Regent hotel on 
13/8/1974 afther leaving the harbour during a gale. She had just dropped off the crew of the 
Produce which had been wrecked off Aliwal Shoal in 1974. For several months attempts were made 
to drag her off the rocks but in early 1975 she broke her back and was abandoned. She was 
eventually cut to pieces leaving only the hull that could be seen lying 1m below the water at spring 
tide. 
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Orient Orient Beach 
South side of 
Orient beach 
near the quay 

Wrecked 
Ship (Full-
Rigged) 

Russian 1907/07/29 

The SS Orient was a Russian vessel which called in at East London on 29th July 1907 sailing from 
south Australia with a crew of 21 and carrying a cargo of wheat. She ran argound that same 
evening on Sandy Bay (now called Orient beach). As the crowds gathered the captain decided to 
jettison the cargo and nearly 400 tons of wheat was thrown overboard.  Two tugs Annie and Buffalo 
tried to pull the Orient free and stop her being washed onto nearby rocks but this was not 
successful. She began to take on water and started listing and that is where she was to stay. Rigs 
and a temporary railway track were set up to recover the remainder of the cargo. An auction was 
held on the beach and she was sold to WJ Elllis for 130GBP. Her remains lie visible on the beach 
near the quay. The Orient was built by Messrs Connell & Co. in Glasgow in 1889 and was a fully 
rigged steel ship of 1647 gross tons (1664 tons according to Marsh).  She was 258 feet in length 
and 37 feet 7 inches across the beam, with a loaded draft of 21 feet. Soon after the turn of the 
century she was sold to Russian owners. Early on the morning of 29 July 1907 the Orient was 
sighted under full sail making for East London.  Later she was taken in tow by the tug Buffalo and 
headed toward the river.  As the tug entered the mouth however, the towing hawser parted and the 
Orient quickly drifted to within 120 yards of the shore where she grounded at high tide.  The local 
tugs made stenuous efforts to pull her off but to no avail. She had on board 2500/2600 (?) tons of 
wheat bound from Melbourne to the Kaffrarian Steam Milling Company.  No immediate fears for her 
safety were felt, and it was thought that once she had been lightened by discharging some of her 
cargo she could be pulled off.  The next day about 400 tons of wheat was jettisoned by gangs of 
labourers who threw it overboard, and the vessel moved about 100 feet before grounding again. 
The Rocket Brigade appeared on the scene and by mid-morning the first of the 21 Finnish crewmen 
was dragged ashore in the breeches buoy.  Seven others followed, but the Captain and a dozen of 
the crew chose to remain on board.  No lives were lost. Salvage operations by means of aerial 
tackle got underway.  On 15 August the Orient, together with her boats, stores and remains of her 
cargo were sold for a mere 130 pounds to Mr W J Ellis, an East London Auctioneer. Much of the 
wheat was salvaged but a large amount remained in the holds where it fermented and gave off an 
offensive smell. The vessel was eventually broken up as far as possible, but the rudder post 
remained above the water for many years. The ship's bell is apparently in Cradock, where the 
Municipality uses it at the town market. 

Osprey Buffalo River East Bank Wrecked Schooner British 1865/09/23 No lives lost. 

Ostkafir Chief East London East London ? Barque   1876/01/14   

Palatinia East Beach 
Blind River 
Mouth 

Beached 
Freighter 
(Four-
masted) 

British 1911/03/07 
Beached in a sinking condition at the Blind River Mouth, about 2 miles east of East London, after 
striking an object at sea. Net tonnage was 2332 tons - Marsh. 

Pickle East London East London Broken Up Whaler 
British / SA 
? 

1941 

Marsh refers to an incident involving a vessel called the Pickle having taken place between Port St 
Johns and Port Shepstone in 1935.  Probably the same vessel. On 10 March 1939 the vessel 
foundered in Port Elizabeth harbour while lying alongside the Dom Pedro Jetty after coaling.  No 
one was aboard at the time, the crew having gone for lunch.  Was refloated. The Pickle was built in 
Christiania, Norway as the Seeadler in 1913. On 17 November 1930 she was registered at Durban 
as owned by Hans Thorvald Bettum Hansen of Durban. In 1933 she was sold to Ocean Fisheries 
Pty Ltd of Durban, who in turn sold her to Coastal Fisheries of Port Elizabeth in 1939. 

Pioneer 
St John's 
River ? 

St John's 
River ? 

Foundered 
Ketch 
(Coaster) 

  1902/06/10 Vessel blown out to sea in a storm and lost with all hands. 
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Plettenberg 
Mbashe 
River 

Mbashe River 
(off) 

Foundered Freighter 
South 
African 

1948/10/21 

Bought from SAR&H she was employed on the Durban-Cape Town haul, but proved to be very 
uneconomical - at that stage she was already 44 years old. On a return voyage from Cape Town to 
Durban she struck a submerged objectoff the Bashee River Mouth and taking on water she turned 
and headed back for East London. When it became obvious that she was going to founder in the 
heavy seas, attempts being made to tow her were abandoned and the crew taken on board the EL 
tug, ES Steytler.  Only 1 of the 33 crew members was lost. 

Puntado Buffalo River West Bank Wrecked     1857/11/14   

Quanza Orient Beach Quanza Pool Wrecked Four-Masted British 1872/05/26 

Partly laden with wool for England, the vessel parted her cables at 5am on Sunday 26 May and 
drove ashore on the eastern side of the Buffalo River mouth in a south-easterly gale.  Although it 
had been blowing all night the vessel had neglected to raise steam, and was helpless when her 
cables parted. Six other vessel were driven ashore that night, and the roadstead was cleared of 
shipping. No lives lost were lost on the Quanza, but two died on the other vessels. The Quanza 
gave her name to the beach where she came ashore. 

Queen of May Buffalo River 
Rocky shore 
west of 

Wrecked Barque British 1872/05/26 
Lost on the rocky shore to the west of the Buffalo River during the gale on Sunday 26 May.  AShe 
was driven ashore at 8.30am and carried high up onto the shore to the west of the river. The vessel 
had only partly discharged her cargo when lost. One life - a boy - was lost. 

Refuge Buffalo River East Bank Wrecked Barque British 1872/05/26 
Cables parted at 2.30 pm on Sunday 26 May in a south easterly gale, and the vessel was driven 
ashore and wrecked. Six other vessel wrecked on the same day. 

Rose Hall Buffalo River Bar Grounded Brig   1876/04 
Struck the bar while being towed into the river by the tug Buffalo.  The vessel deviated from the 
course taken by the tug and lodged on a sand spit in the middle of the river. 

Rubicon East London 
Near East 
London ?? 

Foundered Yacht   1984/04/26 Lost during the Vasco da Gama race to East London. 

Rubit Off Off Foundered     1901 Broke up off East London. 

Sagitarius   Leach Bay       2002   

Sandvik Buffalo River 
3/4 mile east 
of / Esplanade 

Wrecked Barque Swedish 1888/03/26 No lives lost. 

Sarah Philips Buffalo River 
East side of 
river 

  Brig British 1871/10/15 No lives lost. 

Schmayl Orient Beach 
Buffalo River 
Mouth (near) 

Wrecked Barque American 1883/10/24 
Wrecked 200 yards east of the Buffalo River mouth in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted. 
No lives lost. The Elsie May was lost on the same spot four days later. 

Sea Rover 
Buffalo River 
(near) 

3.2km east of 
river mouth 

Wrecked Barque British 1868/07/20 Cables parted during a south easterly gale. No lives lost. 

Sea Wave Buffalo River 
West Bank 
(Rocks) 

Wrecked Barque British 1879/10/08 Wrecked in a gale. No lives lost. 

Shantung Buffalo River East of Wrecked Barque British 1868/07/24 Lost in a south westerly gale when her cable parted. 
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Sharp Buffalo River 
233m/163deg 
t off light, Sth 
Breakwater 

Wrecked Brig British 1872/05/26 
Lost in a south easterly gale.  Vessel driven ashore after her cables parted at 6am on Suinday 26 
May.  She struck the eastern side of the river. Was still loaded with her inward cargo, all or most of 
which is believed to have been lost. One man killed by falling block. 

Shrimp Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
(off) 

Foundered Schooner   1861/05/17 Date may be 17/10/1861 

South Easter East London East London Wrecked Barque British 1872/06/28 Five lives lost. Bell recovered in 1967. Marsh suggests wreck may have occurred in 1871. 

St Agnes East London East London Scuttled Dredger   1955/11/01 Scuttled. 

Starbeam East London East London Wrecked Barque   1880/11/04 
Wrecked in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. No lives lost. Date may be 06/11/1880 or 
14/11/1880. 

Stoic 
Mbashe / 
Bashee 
Lighthouse 

North of Wrecked Cutter 
South 
African 

1858/03/10 

This vessel was one of the first, if not the first vessel to be built at East London.  According to the 
Caspe Merchantile Advertiser of 3 June 1854 "A cutter was launched at East London on 18th ult. 
belonging to Messrs. Few and Garbutt.  She is named Stoic and is intended for the coasting trade." 
According to Marsh, she was lost between the Kei and Bashee Rivers. 

Stralenberg East London East London Foundered 
Fishing 
Vessel 

South 
African 

1970/08/01 Foundered and then blown up. 

Stuart Star Hood Point 
Directly below 
light 

Wrecked 
Refrigerator 
Ship 

British 1937/12/17 

The vessel ran aground shortly before 10am on Hood Point, just outside the harbour entrance, in an 
unusually dense fog.  The engines were put full astern, but she would not come off.  The bumping 
she was receiving on the rocks soon opened up her bottom and she was considered unsalvagable.  
Much of her cargo (1900 tons) and ship's gear were salvaged by T Martin of Cape Town before she 
eventually broke up. The vessel was a twin screw turbine driven steamship.  She was regarded as 
the largest refrigerated cargo vessel in the world at the time of her wrecking. Her master was found 
responsible for the loss because it was found that in the absence of electronic sounding equioment 
on board he had failed to take the necessary precautions to detect the current and sound the 
bottom. 

Success East London East London Scuttled Dredger   1955 Scuttled 

Taiyin 1 East of East of ?     1993/07/01 27 rescued 

Theresa Buffalo River 

West Bank 
near 
Lighthouse 
(Castle Point?) 

Wrecked? Schooner 
South 
African 

1861/09/12 Cables parted in a southerly gale. No lives lost. 

Triton Buffalo River Buffalo River       1905/10/10   

Unknown 39 
Hood Point 
area 

590m/91 deg 
true off Hood 
Point Light 

      
 

Unknown stranded wreck 

Valdivia Esplanade 
East Beach - 
West of 
Aquarium 

Beached 
Steel Screw 
Steamship  

British 1908/10/02 
Struck Saltwart Point in good weather and holed her hull.  Attempts to pump her out were 
unsuccessful.  The vessel was visible for 7 weeks before she broke up. No lives lost Lies near the 
SA Oranjeland (1974) and 300m from the King Cadwallon (1929) Bell at EL Museum 
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Verulam 
Buffalo River 
(West bank) 

Cemetery 
(near) 

Wrecked Barque British 1874/12/07 Wrecked in a south westerly gale No lives lost. 

Vigilant Buffalo River 
Buffalo River 
Mouth 

Wrecked 
Snow / Brig 
(?) 

British 1853/12/11 Cables parted in a south easterly gale. 

Western Star Orient Beach Orient Beach Wrecked Brig British 1874/12/05 
Dragged anchors in a south westerly gale and ran ashore No lives lost. Lies close to the Coquette 
(1874). 

Wild Rose Orient Beach Orient Beach Wrecked Barque British 1872/09/23 
Wrecked in a south-easterly gale. Lies between the Elaine (1872) and the Emma (1872). No lives 
lost. 
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Appendix B: Specialist’s CV 
 

Name:    John Gribble 

Profession:   Archaeologist 

Date of Birth:   15 November 1965 

Parent Firm:   ACO Associates cc 

Position in Firm:  Senior Archaeologist 

Years with Firm:  1 

Years of experience:  28 

Nationality:   South African 

HDI Status:   n/a 

 

Education: 

1979-1983 Wynberg Boys’ High School (1979-1983) 

1986  BA (Archaeology), University of Cape Town 

1987  BA (Hons) (Archaeology), University of Cape Town 

1990  Master of Arts, (Archaeology) University of Cape Town 

 

Employment: 

 ACO Associates, Senior Archaeologist and Consultant, September 2017 – present 

 South African Heritage Resources Agency, Manager: Maritime and Underwater 

Cultural Heritage Unit, 2014 – 2017 / Acting Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology 

and Meteorites Unit, 2016-2017 

 Sea Change Heritage Consultants Limited, Director, 2012 – present 

 TUV SUD PMSS (Romsey, United Kingdom), Principal Consultant: Maritime 

Archaeology, 2011-2012 

 EMU Limited (Southampton, United Kingdom), Principal Consultant: Maritime 

Archaeology, 2009-2011 

 Wessex Archaeology (Salisbury, United Kingdom), Project Manager: Coastal and 

Marine , 2005-2009 

 National Monuments Council / South African Heritage Resources Agency, Maritime 

Archaeologist, 1996-2005 

 National Monuments Council, Professional Officer: Boland and West Coast, Western 

Cape Office, 1994-1996 
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Professional Qualifications and Accreditation: 

 Member: Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists (No. 043) 

 Principal Investigator: Maritime and Colonial Archaeology, ASAPA CRM Section 

 Field Director: Stone Age Archaeology, ASAPA CRM Section 

 Member: Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA), United Kingdom 

 Class III Diver (Surface Supply), Department of Labour (South Africa) / UK (HSE III) 

 

Experience: 

I have nearly 30 years of combined archaeological and heritage management experience. 

After completing my postgraduate studies, which were focussed on the vernacular 

architecture of the West Coast, and a period of freelance archaeological work in South Africa 

and aboard, I joined the National Monuments Council (NMC) (now the South African 

Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)) in 1994. As the Heritage Officer: the Boland I was 

involved in day to day historical building control and heritage resources management across 

the region. In 1996 I become the NMC’s first full-time maritime archaeologist in which role 

was responsible for the management and protection of underwater cultural heritage in South 

Africa under the National Monuments Act, and subsequently under the National Heritage 

Resources Act.  

In 2005 I moved to the UK to join Wessex Archaeology, one of the UK’s biggest 

archaeological consultancies, as a project manager in its Coastal and Marine Section. In 

2009 I joined Fugro EMU Limited, a marine geosurvey company based in Southampton to 

set up their maritime archaeological section. I then spent a year at TUV SUD PMSS, an 

international renewable energy consultancy based in Romsey, where I again provided 

maritime archaeological consultancy services to principally the offshore renewable and 

marine aggregate industries.  

In August 2012 I set up Sea Change Heritage Consultants Limited, a maritime 

archaeological consultancy. Sea Change provides archaeological services to a range of UK 

maritime sectors, including marine aggregates and offshore renewable energy. It also 

actively pursues opportunities to raise public awareness and understanding of underwater 

cultural heritage through educational and research projects and programmes, including 

some projects being developed in South Africa.  

Projects include specialist archaeological consultancy for more than 15 offshore renewable 

energy projects and more than a dozen offshore aggregate extraction licence areas. 

In addition to managing numerous UK development-driven archaeological projects, I have 

also been involved in important strategic work which developed guidance and best practice 

for the offshore industry with respect to the marine historic environment. This has included 

the principal authorship of two historic environment guidance documents for COWRIE and 

the UK renewable energy sector, and the development of the archaeological elements of the 

first Regional Environmental Assessments for the UK marine aggregates industry. In 2013-

14 I was lead author and project co-ordinator on the Impact Review for the United Kingdom 
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of the 2001 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage. In 

2016 I was co-author of a Historic England / Crown Estate / British Marine Aggregate 

Producers Association funded review of marine historic environment best practice guidance 

for the UK offshore aggregate industry (. 

I returned to South African in mid-2014 where I was re-appointed to my earlier post at 

SAHRA: Manager of the Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage Unit. In July 2016 I was 

also appointed Acting Manager of SAHRA’s Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites 

Unit. 

I left SAHRA in September 2017 to join ACO Associates as Senior Archaeologist and 

Consultant. 

I have been a member of the ICOMOS International Committee for Underwater Cultural 

Heritage since 2000 and have served as a member of its Bureau since 2009. I am currently 

the secretary of the Committee. 

I have been a member of the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists 

for more than twenty years and am accredited by ASAPA’s CRM section. I have been a 

member of the UK’s Chartered Institute for Archaeologist’s (CIfA) since 2005, and served on 

the committee of its Maritime Affairs Group between 2008 and 2010. Since 2010 I have been 

a member of the UK’s Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee. 

I am currently a member of the Advisory Board of the George Washington University / Iziko 

Museums of South Africa / South African Heritage Resources Agency / Smithsonian 

Institution ‘Southern African Slave Wrecks Project’ and serve on the Heritage Western Cape 

Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Committee. 

 

Books and Publications: 

Gribble, J. and Scott, G., 2017, We Die Like Brothers: The sinking of the SS Mendi, Historic 

England, Swindon 

Lloyd Jones, D., Langman, R., Reach, I., Gribble, J., and Griffiths, N., 2016, Using 

Multibeam and Sidescan Sonar to Monitor Aggregate Dredging, in C.W. Finkl and C. 

Makowski (eds) Seafloor Mapping along Continental Shelves: Research and 

Techniques for Visualizing Benthic Environments, Coastal Research Library 13, 

Springer International Publishing, Switzerland, pp 245-259. 

Athiros, G. and Gribble, J., 2015, Wrecked at the Cape Part 2, The Cape Odyssey 105, 

Historical Media, Cape Town. 

Gribble, J. and Sharfman, J., 2015, The wreck of SS Mendi (1917) as an example of the 

potential trans-national significance of World War I underwater cultural heritage, 

Proceedings of the UNESCO Scientific Conference on the Underwater Cultural 

Heritage from World War I, Bruges, 26-28 June 2014. 

Gribble, J., 2015, Underwater Cultural Heritage and International Law. Cambridge by Sarah 

Dromgoole, in South African Archaeological Bulletin, 70, 202, pp 226-227. 
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Athiros, G. and Gribble, J., 2014, Wrecked at the Cape Part 1, The Cape Odyssey 104, 

Historical Media, Cape Town. 

Gribble, J., 2014, Learning the Hard Way: Two South African Examples of Issues Related to 

Port Construction and Archaeology, in Dredging and Port Construction: Interactions 

with Features of Archaeological or Heritage Interest, PIANC Guidance Document 124, 

pp 97-107. 

UK UNESCO 2001 Convention Review Group, 2014, The UNESCO Convention on the 

Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 2001: An Impact Review for the United 

Kingdom, ISBN 978-0-904608-03-8. 

Sadr, K., Gribble, J. and Euston-Brown, G, 2013, Archaeological survey on the Vredenburg 

Peninsula, in Jerardino et al. (eds), The Archaeology of the West Coast of South 

Africa, BAR International Series 2526, pp 50-67 

Gribble, J. and Sharfman, J, 2013, Maritime Legal Management in South Africa, Online 

Encyclopaedia of Global Archaeology, pp 6802-6810. 

Gribble, J., 2011, The UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 

Heritage 2001, Journal of Maritime Archaeology 6:1 77-86. 

Gribble, J., 2011, The SS Mendi, the Foreign Labour Corps and the trans-national 

significance of shipwrecks, in J. Henderson (ed.): Beyond Boundaries, Proceedings of 

IKUWA 3, The 3rd International Congress on Underwater Archaeology, Römisch-

Germanische Kommission (RGK), Frankfurt. 

Gribble, J., 2011, Competence and Qualifications, in Guèrin, U., Egger, B. and Maarleveld, 

T. (eds) UNESCO Manual for Activities directed at Underwater Cultural Heritage, 

UNESCO - Secretariat of the 2001 Convention, Paris. 

Gribble, J. and Leather, S. for EMU Ltd., 2010, Offshore Geotechnical Investigations and 

Historic Environment Analysis: Guidance for the Renewable Energy Sector. 

Commissioned by COWRIE Ltd (project reference GEOARCH-09). 

Sadr, K and Gribble, J., 2010, The stone artefacts from the Vredenburg Peninsula 

archaeological survey, west coast of South Africa, Southern African Humanities 22: 

19–88. 

Gribble, J., 2009, HMS Birkenhead and the British warship wrecks in South African waters in 

Proceedings of the Shared Heritage Seminar, University of Wolverhampton, 8 July 

2008 

Gribble, J., Parham, D. and Scott-Ireton, D., 2009, Historic Wrecks: Risks or Resources? In 

Conservation and Management of Archaeological Sites, Vol. 11 No. 1, March, 2009, 
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Gribble, J., 2008, The shocking story of the ss Mendi, in British Archaeology, March/April 

2008. 
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Gribble, J., 2006, The Sad Case of the ss Maori, in Grenier, R., D. Nutley and I. Cochran 

(eds) Underwater Cultural Heritage at Risk: Managing Natural and Human Impacts, pp 
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