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PROGRESSR.EI'ORT -. OCTOBER 1977 

o CATALOGUE OF CAPE TOWN BUILDINGS • 

Thi" ·i" my first quarterly report follol<ing on taking up office :in ' 

early July and phasing out of gen.rel cowQitruents to my previous 

~mpiOYC"B'~~ firm or· architects, . REVEL FOX &, PARTNERS. 

The Report is intended a.s a briof outline" of modus operandi and 

progreGs to date. " 

1 . OFnCJ;; 

The Catalogue office is conveniently located in the cen tr. or 

( the City in the Old l1utual Building and iB on tile ewi tchboard 

of tAe Cape Provincial Institute of Architects offices, Cnurch street. 
--;;;.> 

2. DEFINITION OF AREA "Oentral· Cape Town" 

The Bxtent of tho survey both as regards area and .depth of 

inspection iu dependent on time and funds. A targat area 

of the whole of central Cape Town has bean se~:rhi8 L include~ 'the 

visible mountain amphitheatre of .the City and stretches from 

Zonnebloem College to th,, · Malay Quarter and from the Foreshore 

to Oranjezicbt. 

3. HAPS & REFERENCING 

At the outset clos'; 1·iai600 has be<in established with the officos 

of the City Engineer • Discussion 'With Land SurveY .land T0chnioal 

. Management Services has reaulted in selection and making up of 

a base reference map (1:4800) from reductions of the well known 

City~urvey series sheets. On this,the whole target area hUB been 

divided into convenient blocks, each 8uitable (at tho manegenbl~ 

scale of 1: 1000) for re!erence and reproduct i on on~(ItalldFlrdi se d AJf 

format basis. All the allocated blocks have been numbered and no 

each block is inspected, all items tor inepection aro also numbcr~d. 

By this means an absolut~ numerical r.ferance tor any building O~ 

feature is p~s8ible and the system can b. curtailed o~ . ex~nrtdcd ns 

desired during the evolva~ent ot the vo~k. 
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Hi.toric R~ferances Contd. / 

Both surv~ys are directly comparable to the prosent~Burv~y 8erios 

as the,. indicate all erven and buildings theZ'OOil . Liaison with 

th.ose at l?resent dr~wing up the Planning Report on l-t1'~a3 of 

"Bp~piEll intereGtfJ is being maintained to avoid any urinoco6onry 

duplication of \""rk . 

7. NATIONAL LIAISON 

8. 

While it is not directly part or the Catalogue, of Cap0 Town 

Buildings project, some time haG boen spent in liaising with 

the National Monuments Council and the, InBtitute of Architecta 

with regard to~N&tionel Heritage programme . ThiG prog ramme 

is olr~ady partly under way in the Transvaal and 60veral reportB 

have been producod by the Department of Art Hi story of the Rond 

Afrikaans Uni vel'si ty "orking in, .QQnjunction "Hh the Transvaal 

Provincial Institute of Architects . Tho Capo Town projoct is seen 

a6 a pilot study for further regional work in this re6ard and hence 

the format and modus operandi is boing const antly compa~ed with 

vork pZ18viouoly don6 7 otaing contemplated eloewht!"ra in the countl~Y. 

CORRESPONDENCE o\o1ning 
Ini tially it was folt that vari0't5 property W$:ua&i organioa.tioDB 

e .• g~ t·he Churches. Provincial Administ ration etc .. (lhould be co:nf;o.ci;Qtl, 

This has been done and con tact with those in chargo of pxoperty ,'ocor,la 

has be"n est .. bli.sh&d. It is hopod tha,t thi .. may speod up coU"'tin;; 

data on authorship and datin~ of the building" con COrnea . 

9. TRIAL SURVEYS 

Much cOlUmittee discu3aion has centred around the degroe and dal, t.h of 

inBpection and record to be made. It is felt eesentinl tha.t all mnt m.":Le.l 

cOllao'ted. be sui tab~e for easy r eference and o.vails.bili ty for Nn.t::i.ol'l l').l 

MOll~m(mtet planning, publiGhing or other usee'- Wi th . this in ti!:l.l1d 

aevoral trial runs have been CRda for co~mittoe diGCU6Gio~ and d~bato~ 

10. GENERAL PROGRESS , 
Four "bl ocks" i.e .. City areaa including an average of:fi'va ~ctuQl f;tr+3ct 

blocks have been indexed and tackled . An amount of , approximately 

100 buildin~s haa bean notod and photographed to date . The info.mation 

collooted together with contact photographs is being aystematical11 

filed in the Catalogue office. Un'dor tho diroction of the Ste~ring 

cOGi:litteQ/ . .... 
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G~norQl Progress Contd. 

COlllmi·ttee the quality ot th~ information iEi being appraised and 

II policy on extent of curvot and taX'g~t ~rea is beins e"tablisnod • . , 

JOHN RENNIE 

CAPE PROnNCIAL INSTU'UTE Or ARCH1TECTS 

( 
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PART A TilE CATALOGUING OF nUILDINc,sAND SITES ,. 

1 .. 0 The Need :for Cataloguing 

A cO!l1prehen.sive catalogue of in:fo.rm a tion on indi vi dua l buil~litlg9 , 

groups of buildingM and Bit e~ in the citie9 , town~ and rural areas 

o i" South Afri ca has be en re qu i red for many years fo r t.he following 

purposes 

1 ~ 1 To acqu<!"i.nt urban and r egional pla nn e rs with th e types And attri.­

butC5 of buildings a rid site~ present in areao subject to 

plannin g and development; 

1 .. 2 For g e neral in.formatioll and r eference:fur owners and archi tects 

involved in develop[Dent p roject s; 

1 .. 3 For t he information of" scholars, conservationists and toul'iatsj 

and 

1.!~ l"or the use of local authori ti es iu deterrlliniBD their policy 

relati.ng to l:1pe c itic b~i ldi ngs or .lreas .. 

In the past vari ous bodies I organ isati.ons alld individuals have collected 

information o n buildings and ~ites for specific p urposes .. NoW" with the 

co llabol'a ·tion of the Institute of South African Archi"tl.! eta t the Rand 

Af.ci.kall lls Un ~ vcrsi ty, the Si mon va n dol' Ste l Foundati,m , the Vernac ular 

Arcl1itectur e Society oE South Africa, Histeric Homes of So u t h A1'ri ca 

Limited and other organisations, a c ountryW'idc oporl\tion ft),· the 

catal og uing of b Uild i ngs 811d site~ has been commenced under th ~ overall 

control of: t he No. ti onL'lJ. ~'jonuttl~nts Co unci L. To co -ordinate nn t! fac: ili-

ta t e tllj~ operati o n and tQ s tandardise t o a certain degree th~ rec ord ing 

of informati on, it was dec ided to p ublis ll thi s rnanual .. It i s th~ 

r es u l t of considerable d isc ussion a..nd consultution o.nd of eXperietico 

gained . As funds availablo fo r this operatiou are l i mited, thH Hanual 

iv direc ted not only to profesB i onn ls but also to interested i ndivi­

d UAls and loc al organis ation s whoso hel p is essent ia l in v i ew of the 

{"Imoun t of infonna ';;ion combined wi til the degree of local h:no1ilodge 

thut will be r equired .. 

2.0 Genoral Appro~ch 

2.1 In other countries the "l isti n g " o f buildi.n051 is an esse nti a l 

par t of the conservation operat ion and i~ given l ega l Bt~ndinu . 

The tern, 1/1 isting" there fo.l~e Carri es Ct conno tation to the effect 

t ha t I'listed build ings l ' Should be protected. In the absence of 

statutory protection tSlisting" in Soutll A£ric~ may therefore be 

coun 'cerpro d uct ivo and l-esult in the eu.mmary 1l 1terat ioD o r demoli ­

·t i on o£ $u·;:.h buildings by their OWlH~ 1' 6 ill order t o ~ void beinQ 
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" saddled h"ith uneconomic properties in the event of protective 

legislation being introduced, It has therefore been decided 

no"t to use the contentious terTII 1I1isting" in connection \'Iith 

the present operation 'out to ndopt the terlll "coto.logui i'i/" f!.S 

~n alternative. 

2.2 In this operation it is necessary the r efore to cnt~logue every 

buildiJlg and not only those considered to be of urchitectul'~l, 

historical or other significallce. In fact 110 vllolue-rating mny 

be made as to do 60, in providing un obvio us motivation for "their 

protection, 'Would place them in jeopardy. 'The co.talogue c,':tnnot 

afford to be selactive and no recommendations or decisions 

as to !)l'otection may be included t Buch ac tiO':-", 2 1 i:f tbey are 

to take place. must :form Ii separate operat.ion fr om that o:f 

cato.logu·ino_ 

2 .. 3 This position is ameliorated ho .... ·e vor by the fact that white the 

F.!election of' indi1.cidual buildings or" groups may endanger their 

continued existence 1 there can be little or no risk in selecting 

districts for cataloguing. 

Organi sat ien and S t n f :fin g . 

J . 1 The National Monumen ·t:s Council will nomi.nate one of. its !ltaf! 

to ,'lct aa the National Buildings CatalQ9Ue Organi.ser. He will 

be responsible to the Council for the orgnn isution of t h e 

country...,ide oper-ation and th~ compilation of the lu\tionaJ. 

cetEllogue, whi ch \ii ll be housed by the Council . 

,.2 Loca l Management Commi ttees wil l be set up in the ma jor centres 

in order to plan and control local operatio.tl.'3 a.nd to liaise wit.h 

'i;be NMC'a Organiser. All catalogued information is to he 

f'or .... at·ded to the Organiaet" (either original. doCUtnCnt9 or photo ­

copies, as determined) . 

3 . ,3 In the Case 01' operation.s can' i eu out in rural areas or in 

Bmaller to .... 'TIB and village s in which no Local Mar.n.gelncnt Committee 

has been formed., catalogued information is to b!5 forwarded by 

its compiler direct t o the Organiser . 



In this way those arGA s /wllie)} c ontain signifi c ant bLI Jldino~ 

or those most liable i 'or redevelopment (so ... cal.Jed IIsens.itiva 

ar~asll) may be ental10glled before those 'W'ith few such buildi.n.gs. 

2.4 For the reasons, gi v en above it is con.sider~ed iot.\dvistlble to 

publicise cataloguing operations mora than iB absolutely 

ne,e.sBary . 

2·5 Funds for th;\.s operc,tion will be very limi~e.d. The National 

Monuments Council intend!J approaching the v.[iriou,s Provincial 

Administrations and local authotitie·s 10." assistance but the 

scale of the operation is such that u,se should be made of 

volunt!,ry workers ,,,herever possible. Sp~cific application.s 

for allocations must bo made :for each project and all expendi­

ture 'I'rill be subject to the prior written agreemen't of the 

National Monuments Council. 
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3.,11, In all cilses \'{ o),.~k should be assigned to pe:rsons with k nowled ge 

of locl\l conditions <:t.nd preferably to an arch i tect or his torian . 

In the larger centres this appoi lltm e llt may be on 8 ful l-tilnc 

basis for the .fixed pt:riod of the programme a nd n,s::dstance may 

be pro v ided on a f ull- tilne or p~rt-tirne basis , as agr eed wit h 

the OTgQni~er. An architectural ~Jt\Htl')nt or other pel"SOn \dtb 

~H1me knOWledge of bui ld ing s Inay be u seG for sorti ng and filing 

of i.nformation and a typist .... il1 be r~ql.lirE:ld to p repare the final 

oat f.\ 3heets.. Smeller operations nluy be carried out by a single 

individual . Wh e revel~ possible, use should be mttde of voluntAry 

workers includillg local 90cieties. 

11: .. 0 PrelinJinary Procedure 

4:.1 A programme !oust be submi t ted to the Catalo{l\le Organiser priol~ 

to commencing work in any orca. It is unlikely that 8uch n 

proQram~e can be definitive but the clearest possible inrtj . c~tion 

ahould be given of: the scope of the proposed operation, the 

order in which it is to be undertaken I the ant i cipated s tn ffing 

arr.angeme nts (see 3 . 0 above) I the approl'.:ime.te time involved foJ:' 

cacb stage and the estimated cost . In general, experience 

indicates that work should c~mmence in the centres of cities 

a nd townS and proceed outw"ards wi til preference being gi v"em to 

the "sensitive 81"eaS u referred to in 2.3 above. 

4.2 Maps 

Bas~ m~ps of the survey area ml!at be obtained . In the case of 

urban areas Municipal maps Iiiho'Wing every building are BometimeB 

a vailable. A large sc~lc map (preferably 1 : 1000~ should be 

used as tl field survey map and 0 smaller scale g e neru!. mnp of 

the whole area E1hould be used for proOl~amming and Eor re co rding 

progress .. 'the field aur vay maps should be easily reproducible .. 

lb.3 BackgroWld i.nformation 

"-3.1 

't.J .. 2. 

Old maps and phot ographs "lnay pro ve belpful in datioa 

b Uildings. 

Information may e l so be available from the Deeds Office, 

Surveyor-Genera1 1 s Office, A.t'chives (State and Church), 

Nuni ci po.l reco.:-ds ~ Ii braries, museum:.! cmd Uni vel'si ty 

departments .. Local s ocieties end individua ls mny al so 

be approached - including Rapportryer!!, Liona, 



PART Il SIGNI1'ICANl' llUJ.LDINGS 

8 .. 0 The need for identification 

It It'::5 been shown above (2 .. 0) that i n the ahsence. r;,£ statutory pro-

tcction any selection of buildillQ9 on th~ basiu of 0 value-ratin g 

(or even on 'the more Denel~al bn.sis oJ: iuforrued apprl\iso.l) is likoly 

to be counter-p:-oducti va an d is therefore to be ext: luded fTonl all 

ca t aloguing opera tions. At the same time t one of tlt~ primarY purposes 

o£ the catalogue is to aid local a,uthorities in poLicy decisions re ­

garding the p lanning o:f development!! (~ee 1.4 above) and the identi­

fication of significant buildings is an essent ial pnrt o f this 

proce~s .. This dilemma may be re so lved by the prepo.retion of s u c h 

1.nfol·m~tion in confidential form .. Such an operation may be undertaken 

by Loc<ll ManuQemen t Comilli ttccs where they r~xi!'Jt or by Bpcci~list 

~obcommittees but should be r egurderi flS entiroly sep£\r!ltl~ i t 'om that 

of cuttdoguing. \ih~ no "Lec"a! Nunagement COUlll1i ttee exits t the infor-

mation shoul,'1. be conveyed diractly to the Ol'ga.niser .. 

9 . 0 Criteria for identification 

Buildings i n the following cntegoricB s hou ld be identified as worlt 

on the catalogue p~"ogre9ses as a scpar~te but parallel oporatioll, by 

tl1e Loca.l He.nagement COIDmi ttee or by a epeciali!lt Suucommi ttee. This 

operation should be undE;~rtaken by persons \'lith specif\list knOl-.rledge 

o f the typ e indicated ill parenth eses. 

9 . 1 Buildings of notic)nal or local historic irupol·tan~e or nssoci~­

tion 1 inc luding as~ociation with events or with persons. 

(Persons \vi th historical know'ledge: and bllckground) . 

9.2 Bui Iding.9 ),.'h ich 
their . of ~' ... perl-ad . 

tl.l'e rare o r outstanding architectural example3 

(P~r5()n8 wi tIl architectural and historical 

background .. Identification will follow from n compl et~ field 

survey coupled wi th Q study of ~xisting literature). 

9 : 3 Suildings h'hich form a fin e grouping of architecturtll merit .. 

('Parsons wi th architectur <~ l back ~Jround . 

.fvllow,from 8 complete f ield survey) .. 

Identification will 
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9 .. 4 Buildirlgs ,{hich by their presence contribute to u finc/unique 

ur ban setting or lend character to a locality. (Persons wi t h 

archi t ,cct unll background . 

complete fi eld survey). 

Identification Hill fOllow from til 

9~5 Buildings which bear or should hear a speci~l relation to a 

square or other space of signif icance on "'hich they Ilhut . 

(Persons wi th archi ·tectul"a,l background . 

follow from a complete field survey). 

Identification will 

9.6 Buildirlgs whicll exemplify adaptations or illnovations ill nlaterial~ 

or techniques . 

background) ~ 

(Persons \d th archi tec turol and cllgineerino 

9.7 Bui Iding3 "hich play an import en t part in the Ii fe of the 

communi ties in which they are :.:.set. {Persons wi th archi tecturnl t 

soc iological und historical background together with l c~ c8 1 

residents} • 

9.8 BuildinGs which rep;r;·esent tho work of a pioneer 0 1" recognised 

manter . (Persons wit·h architectural historica l background . 

!~entification will follow a study of secondary sources, a 

site survey and fieldwork) . 

9.9 All buildings over 100 years of aG~ \(hich are subs tantia lly 

unaltered .. (Parsons with architectural or historical background. 

Precise dating is not essential at this 8ta{l~). 

9 . 10 Sites 1',hich if redeveloped in tel~JtlS o:t: th e l'Qwn Plannin g Sc hemcEI 

beyond theil" pres~nt lmve!opcs, would intcrfey'c with t he envi.rons 

and urban scale of national rnOl1.lItneJlt~ or o ;f build.i ngs whic tl 

sho uld hp preserved with impo rtant urban or rlJral viotas or 

with views froll l certain points e~th0r withj.ll or without tIle 

city . (Persons Horking un der categories 9.1 -to 9.5 together 

with persons with to\ffl plannin.g a.nd landscftpe architoct ura.l 

background) • 
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NA TIO,'UI J, IJU IL[)lNt.S_CA' J'A LOUU E DATA Slnnl'f ____ . _______ ._ . _~. _~_ .. h_. _________ __ . 

Name and address of reco~-dcl· of inJOl"fn;!lion D2re of recording 

Town/dis-Uict Present owner Ed no . 

N<l11l0 of building/farm 
--~" ""-.--------

l~'/lrH no . 

Address ErC/Fll.rm Hn~~11 ---.--- _ .. _------ .-.-."._-_ .. _---
NUt'!lG and Llddress of present OWiler 

l!.ff.ix conraet phot';;graph 1-~.;-'------" -----.. -- "-- - -_.- --

CheckH8t for completion overleaf in same nurne:rical order IlS indicllted below: 
1. Brief descr.ipticm of building: HU!l1bc'( ar sLoreys 

Wa1!ing materials D.1\rJ fin.ish 
[(oofing Material 

,. Ceiling material 
F100rjng material 
Types of 'r'lindows 
T'ypes of doors 
Spccl~ l features: Extenlal 

., Spec lal (cGtureB htten.".l 
Outbuildin.rrs 

2. AIterations 

,".j Pl~c.sent COf}u!rlOn 

4. Siting in relation to townscape/landscape . 

5~ . History of building (copies of photogral1lw or oiller docliments in p08scs~ lon (If owner, 
verhiil de8criptlon hy owner. ))8.1:es of erection and or ~\lteratjona are especially lmportanr 

. fnfannation from research bibliogrophy (if (IllY». 

6. Name of architect or .D'Jilcer and of persons associated with. €.ny artworks (mtl'rnls, 
sculptures etc. ). 

7. Sketch plnns of tbe budding and its ~mrroun(lillgg in. the case of [,.11:111 building-a . 
; 

8 . Architectural comments. 

Note l.IHlt iu n first cataloguing operatio!). carried out with l iF(·i ted tin1C it if) not nCCO~S,J ry 10 c('rnplete 
aU tile aho"/€: items in dem~l in each case. Ncverthelestl as (u ll ;J, dc ,c;cripticll as pOf.tlil)lc ~l!Oldd be 

provided . 

A data sheet must be compl'eted for each £luild ing or group of building~ in areas under survey . (rn 
the case of National ?vlonume.ntB it is sufficient to record item~ l to 3 Oldy, followed by the warda 
trNatlollal MorJ,Ument H

• ) ~t, r ' l , . 
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