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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In response to an ROD from Heritage Western Cape (Unique ROD ID 851, Unique Case Number 

989, dated 15 March 1010), instructions were given by Planning Services, acting for Dexter Estates 

(Pty) Ltd, to conduct a scoping Archaeological Impact Assessment of the proposed extensions to 

Darwin Road and Okavango Road off the R302 at Fisantekraal Cape Town. 

 

A foot survey was conducted on 30th March 2010 along the 3km proposed route, but other than a 

few isolated stone tools, nothing of heritage value was noted. Close inspection of the banks of a 

tributary of the Mosselbank River was made, in the hope that a similar situation could be found as 

previously seen by Orton (2009) on the farms in the study area, and by Smith (2010) at Joostenburg 

Vlakte 7km to the east. In both cases, Later Stone Age implements were found, however, nothing 

was seen along the river in the present survey. 

 

It is recommended that no damage will be done to the heritage of the area by the proposed road 

work, and permission to proceed be granted. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

In response to an ROD from Heritage Western Cape’s APM Committee (Unique ROD ID 851, Unique 

Case Number 989, dated 15 March 2010), instructions were given by Planning Services, acting for 

Dexter Estates (Pty) Ltd, for an Archaeological Impact Assessment to be conducted along the 

proposed road extensions of Darwin Road and Okavango Road off the R302 at Fisantekraal, east of 

Durbanville (Figures 1,2&3). This was accomplished by a one-day site visit carried out on Tuesday 

30th March 2010. 

 

Figure 1: Area surveyed in red (Map Ref: 3318 DC 1:50 000 Directorate Surveys and Mapping) 
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Figure 2: Proposed Okavango Road extension 
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Figure 3: Proposed Darwin Road extension 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

 

The entire 3km of the proposed road extensions was walked. Most of the route was across pasture 

lands, but edges of existing roads were also studied. 

 

Particular attention was paid to where the route would cross the Mosselbank River tributaries, as 

Later Stone Age sites had been found on the banks of the river in previous surveys on the farms 

(Orton 2009), and at Joostenburg Vlakte, some 7km to the east (Smith 2010), as well as Early Stone 

Age tools on the farm Joostenbergs Vlakte next to Fisantekraal township (Halkett 2009). Since 

vegetation was thick on the pasture lands surveyed (Figure 4), this entailed a thorough inspection of 

dune mole holes as an indication of what might lie immediately below the surface (Figure 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Pasture lands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Dune mole hills on banks of river  
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The route walked (Figures 6 & 7) was mapped using a Garmin e-trex GPS instrument. When 

artefacts were seen a GPS reading was made and marked on the GPS track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: GPS tracks of routes surveyed 

 

Figure 7: GPS tracks of routes surveyed onto Google Earth (2010) 
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3. DARWIN ROAD EXTENSION 

 

A deep drainage ditch had been dug paralleling the road across from the Durbanville Memorial Park 

graveyard (Figures 8 & 9). This ditch continues to where the proposed road crossed the existing 

Internal Road #2. The stratigraphic section was thus exposed (Figure 10) giving a clear subsurface 

indication of what might exist. No cultural material was noted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Durbanville Memorial Park 

 

The proposed route then crosses the river (Figure 11) where the dune mole holes were inspected on 

both sides. Again, no cultural material was seen. 

 

The proposed road then passes behind the Country Farms chicken houses. I was not able to get 

access to the cleared area behind the chicken houses, as this is a controlled access area due to 

health regulations. 

 

A new tarred road exists along the tree line behind the houses across from the chicken farm.  I 

crossed this road and entered pasture land where the proposed road curves around towards the 

dairy farm (Figure 12). In this field I noted a couple of artefacts: one silcrete flake and a quartz chip 

(Figure 13A) (33˚ 47.901: 18˚ 42.409). 
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Figure 9: Ditch across road from Durbanville Memorial Park gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Ditch section parallel to road 
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Figure 11: Dense vegetation along river 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure12: Dairy farm at the end of Darwin Road extension 
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4. OKAVANGO ROAD EXTENSION 

 

I left my car inside the shooting club grounds off the R302. As I was not clear to me initially how the 

proposed road would go around the berm of the shooting butts, I proceeded along the west side of 

the berm. I then crossed an open field and a landing strip. On the air strip I found one quartz flake 

(Figure 13B) (33˚ 48.203: 18˚ 41.397). 

 

I continued across open pasture land and past a laterite ‘raft’:  large fine –grained boulders formed in 

the sand, and probably exposed and lifted by earth-moving equipment (Figure 14).  Such ‘rafts’ are 

sources of silcrete for stone tool making, but no flaking debris was seen around this one. 

 

I made a beeline for the red-roofed buildings, along the back of which the proposed road will run 

(Figure 15). The entire road at this point is covered in builders’ rubble: recent brick, tiles and cement. 

 

I retraced my steps back to the R302 and passed around the east side of the shooting club berm, as 

it was obvious by now where the route of the road would run. I inspected the dune mole holes along 

the dry river bed (Figure 16), and only when I passed below the power lines did I see a single quartz 

flake (Figure 13C) (33˚ 48.041: 18˚ 41.437). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Stone tools found during survey 
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Figure 14: Laterite ‘raft’       Figure 15: Road behind existing houses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Dry river bed behind shooting berm 

 

5. RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Along the 3km stretch of the proposed road only four isolated stone tools were seen. No other 

indications of archaeological activity were noted. It was anticipated that I might find material close to 
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the river banks, as seen elsewhere along the Mosselbanks River, but this proved not to be the case 

in the current project. 

 

The isolated finds do not constitute an important heritage component. It is thus recommended that 

there will be little damage to the heritage of the area by the construction of the proposed road, and 

permission to proceed be given without any further work. 

 

It should be noted, however, that any unforeseen uncovering of human skeletal remains during road 

construction must be reported to Heritage Western Cape: Nicholas Wiltshire (021) 483 9685 

nwiltshire@pgwc.gov.za. 
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