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INTRODUCTION 

 

The archaeological investigation of Mooifontein forms part of a larger research project that focusses 

on the study and analysis of the material culture associated with early trek-farmer sites located in 

the north-eastern Cape and southern Free State.  The farm Mooifontein is situated in the Colesberg 

district at approximately:   S30˚53’10.10” E24˚51’56.90” and on map 3024DD (1:50 000). 

 

The first two-week fieldwork expedition took place during September 2017 and concentrated on the 

middens situated close to the ruins of several homesteads located in the southern part of the site. 

The fieldwork specifically involved the collection of surface material, as well as controlled 

excavations in three of the middens.   

 

The 2017 fieldwork team consisted of six participants, including Myra Gohodzi, Thys Uys and 

myself from the Department of Archaeology at the National Museum, Bloemfontein, and three 

UNISA post-graduate archaeology students assisted with the excavations; Heidi Fivaz, Sky-Leigh 

Fairhurst and Jan Engelbrecht. 

 

The second fieldwork expedition took place during September 2018.  The focus shifted to the area 

in the northern part of the site where a midden and two structures were excavated.  Surface material 

was also collected.  The fieldwork team consisted of eight members in total.  The group included 

Thys Uys and myself from the National Museum, Bloemfontein, and six volunteers, all post-

graduate archaeology students from UNISA.  They are Heidi Fivaz, Jan Engelbrecht, Sky-Lee 

Fairhurst, Debbie Palk, Sanet van Deventer and Caroline Booth.  Sanet van Deventer only 

participated during the first week (6 days) of the fieldwork.   

 

This first report will provide an introduction to the layout of the site, as well as the fieldwork 

conducted during 2017 and 2018.  Since this is still an ongoing project, more detail will be provided 

in future reports as a continued investigation of the site and the analysis of the artefacts progresses.    

 

 

 



2 | Mooifontein 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

Mooifontein 

 

Mooifontein was given as a loan farm to Petrus Albertus Venter in the early 1800s and in 1837 the 

farm was registered in the name of Jacobus Potgieter.   Mooifontein was situated on the wagon 

route between Colesberg and Graaff-Reinet (Figs. 5-7).  In July 1856 Hamelberg travelled from 

Richmond (Cape) to Colesberg following this route where he met Kootje Potgieter and his family.  

Kootje was the brother of Flip Potgieter who owned Mooifontein.  In 1896 the farm was transferred 

to Herman van Loenen Sluiter and in 1898 to Johannes J. Du Plessis (Fig. 7). 

 

The remains of several structures are still visible at the site (Figs.8-14).   These include the 

foundations of a few houses, stock kraals and several unidentified structures.   

 

The purpose of this research project is to investigate the material culture of the farmers and their 

families, as well as the farm labourers who once lived at this site since the late 1700s until the 

1870s. The Mooifontein site also contains Anglo Boer war artefacts and Khoi-San artefacts, as well 

as possible Khoi-San kraals.  

 

LOCATION OF THE SITE 

 

The farm Mooifontein (portion 9 of the farm Morgenwacht 109) is situated in the Colesberg district 

(3024DD).  See Figs. 1-4.   It is located next to the N1 between Colesberg and Hanover and is 

currently run as a game farm. 
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   Fig. 1:  Google Earth image showing the location of Mooifontein in the Northeastern Cape. 
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   Fig. 2:  Google Earth image showing the location of Mooifontein between Colesberg and Hanover in the North-eastern Cape. 
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      Fig. 4:  Google earth image of Mooifontein in the Colesberg district.  The yellow marker indicates the research area. 
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THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT AT MOOIFONTEIN 

 

During the field trip in 2017 and 2018, a large number of human-made structures were identified.  

Although some structures such as houses and kraals could be recognised, there are still a lot of other 

unidentified structures of which the function might be determined at a later stage.    

 

For discussion purposes, it has been decided to put all houses, hut and possible outbuildings into 

one category for the interim.  The kraals, as well as some possible Khoi-San kraals,  form the 

second category, followed by the rest of the unidentified structures recorded thus far.  Since an in-

depth analysis of the built environment is still being formalised, only a brief overview will be 

provided. 

 

All the houses, huts and possible outbuildings are indicated with an H and a number for reference 

purposes.  There are currently eleven structures in this category, H1 to H11. The kraals are 

indicated with a K and a reference number.  The number given to a kraal is inclusive of all the 

structural partitions inside the kraal.  There are therefore four kraals, K1 to K4, each with 

subdivisions. There are currently two places where possible Khoi-San kraals were recorded.  They 

are referenced as KS1 and KS2, irrespective of the number of structures at these locations. Lastly, 

all the unidentified structures have been designated with an S and a reference number.  There are 

currently twelve of these structures, numbered S1 to S12. 

 

There are also three graveyards in the vicinity of the site, which are numbered G1 to G3. 

The remains of a small British camp located close to G2 is referred to as ABW1 (Anglo-Boer war 

site 1).  

 

The current reference system is preliminary and will be adjusted when more information about the 

function of some of the structures come to light or when more structures are discovered. 
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 Fig. 8:  Google earth image of the research area at Mooifontein in the Colesberg district indicating all the houses, outbuildings, huts, structures and kraals. 
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Fig. 9:  An overview of the research area at Mooifontein, indicating the location of some of the houses, outbuildings and kraals mentioned in this report.
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HOUSES / HUTS AND / OR OUTBUILDINGS  

 

The following structures were identified as houses, huts and outbuildings.  

 

The foundations referred to as H1 (Fig. 1) was identified as a possible house based on the nearby 

presence of a very small midden, but if further research reveals otherwise, the function of this 

structure will be adjusted accordingly.  Khoi-San 1 (KS1) is located on the koppie behind H1. 

 

 
Fig. 10: The foundation of H1. 

 

The foundation of H2, a tiny house that consisted of one or two rooms, can be seen in figs. 11-12. 

 

The following three houses, H3, H4 and H5, are nearby of each other. The foundation of these houses 

can be seen in fig. 13.  The foundation of the two clay houses, H3 and H4, are situated next to the stone 

walls of a three-room house, referred to as H5. See figs. 13-21.  
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             Fig. 11:  The foundation of H2. 

 

 
Fig. 12:  H2 foundation, looking towards H3, H4 and H5 in the background. 
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Fig. 13: The foundations of H3, H4 and H5, as well as a possible terrace in the front (S1). 
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      Fig. 14:  The clay foundation of H3 in the forefront and the stone walls of H5 in the background. 

 

 
      Fig. 15: The clay foundation of H4. 
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Fig. 18:  H4 clay house foundation in the foreground, in relation to H5 (stone house) in the background. 

 

 
Fig. 19: The stone walls of H5. 
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     Fig. 20:  One of the rooms of H5. 

 

 
      Fig. 21:  The ruin of H5. 

 

The following four houses are located next to each other, forming a line from the south to the north and 

are accordingly numbered as H6, H7, H8 and H9.  See figs. 22-31.  H6 can be distinguished from the 
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     Fig. 24: Myra indicating the position of H6, with K2 (Kraal 2) in the background. 

 

 
          Fig. 25:  View towards the foundations of H7, H8 and the stone walls of H9 at the back. 
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The foundations of H7 and H8 are not very prominent but based on their location as well as the 

presence of middens and a large number of scattered artefacts it is assumed that these structures served 

as houses or outbuildings (Figs. 25-27). 

 

 
Fig. 26:  Myra standing at the foundations of H7. 

 

 
Fig. 27:  Myra standing at the foundation of H8.  A wall of H9 is visible on her left side. 
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The stone walls of H9 are still clearly visible with its function being either a house or outbuilding or 

maybe both.  See figs. 28-31.  Preliminary investigation revealed only two rooms, one small room on 

the south side and one very long room at the back or north side of the building.   

 

 
            Fig. 28:  The stone walls of H9.  A wall of K3 is visible in the upper left corner. 

 

  
             Fig. 29:  The small room located at the south of H9. 
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                   Fig. 30:  The walls of H9, consisting of at least two rooms.  H5 is visible in the background. 

 

 
                  Fig. 31:  The large room at the northern side of H9, which could have been an outbuilding. 
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The foundation of a possible hut floor (H10) is located close to H9 on its east side.  See figs. 32 & 33. 

 

 
          Fig. 32:  The foundation of H10 in the foreground with the walls of H9 in the background. 

 

 
           Fig. 33: H10 in relation to other structures in the vicinity. 
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The final structure, identified as a house is located at the north-eastern corner of the site, just outside the 

northern wall of Kraal 3 (Figs 34 & 35). The foundation of H11 is not very clear, but it would appear to 

have been a small two-room structure. Artefacts are scattered across the area, and there is an indication 

of a midden, which will be explored during the next field season. 
 

KRAALS 

 

There are four kraals, K1-K4, each with subdivisions.  K1 is the largest, stretching across the landscape 

from the south to the north on the eastern section of the site (Figs. 36-43).  The east wall of K1 extends 

quite far to the south (Figs. 36, 38 and 39).  The west wall, on the other hand, extends much further to 

the north with some connecting structures on its east side (Figs. 40-42).  It is possible that these two 

walls were initially the same length, but that some parts were removed and the stones used elsewhere.  

K1 contains various smaller kraals and also some features that have not been identified so far.   

 

Kraal 2 (K2) consists of two smaller kraals connected by a dip (Figs. 40 & 43).  It is situated in the 

northern part of K1 but appears to have been built later, possibly with stones from the walls of K1. 

 

Kraal 3 (K3) is situated on the western section of the site on the slope of the koppie behind the houses 

(Figs. 44 - 47).  K3 also contains various smaller kraals, as well as some structures that will be 

discussed later. 

 

Kraal 4 (K4) is situated on the other side of the koppie opposite K3 and consists of two subdivisions 

(Figs. 44 & 48). 
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Fig. 37:  A close-up of some of the smaller kraals inside Kraal 1. 
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             Fig. 39:  Kraal 1 with the eastern wall extending to the south.  The location of H1 and KS1 is also indicated. 
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     Fig. 43:  Kraal 2 consisting of two kraals linked by a sheepdip.  
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   Fig. 44: Kraal 3 (left) and Kraal 4 (right).  The location of Graveyard 2 (G2) and the Anglo Boer war site 1 (ABW1) are indicated in the background. 
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         Fig. 45:  Kraal 3 and the location of H11, S11 and S12 in association with  the kraal.
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                  Fig. 47:  Kraal 3 (K3) in relation to other structures and houses in the vicinity. 
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     Fig. 48:  Kraal 4 (K4). 
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KHOI-SAN STRUCTURES 

 

There are currently two places where possible Khoi-San kraals are located.  They are referenced as 

KS1 and KS2, irrespective of the number of structures at these locations.  Both are situated in the 

south of the site and opposite each other. (Figs. 49-53). 

 

 
Fig. 49:  KS1, three, round structures or kraals located next to the southern wall extension of Kraal 1.
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         Fig. 50:  Looking towards KS1 on the koppie. 

 

 
         Fig. 51:  KS1 structure. 
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          Fig. 52:  KS1 structure. 

 

 
               Fig. 53:  KS2, located to the east of KS1. 
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STRUCTURES 

 

The ruins of 12 structures or possible structures were found.  They are labelled from S1 to S12.   

 

S1 is situated to the west of H3 and H4.  Two walls can be seen, which seems to indicate the presence 

of a terrace, but further investigation may reveal something else (Figs. 54-55).   

 

 
Figs. 54 & 55:  S1, which could be a possible terrace, located to the west of H3 & H4.  

 

S2 is located to the southeast of H5.  Some artefacts associated with ironworking were found, but it is 

too early to make any assumptions about the function of this structure (Figs. 56-57). Just north of S2 

and also to the east of H5, a small wall or foundation is visible, which is indicated as S3 (Fig. 58). S4 is 

situated further north and to the east of H6 (Figs. 59-60).  The function of this very little, rectangle 

structure is currently unknown, but possibilities include uses such as a cooling room or an outside toilet.   
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             Fig. 56:  The foundation of S2.  

 

 
       Fig. 57:  S2 with H5 in the background. 
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       Fig. 64:  Foundation of S7. 

 

 
      Fig. 65:  Foundation of S7. 



49 | Mooifontein 

S8, a large round structure, is located to the north of the site, just west of the northern wall extension 

of K1 (Figs. 66-69).  The structure could have been a threshing floor, but still needs to be 

investigated more thoroughly.   

 

 
           Fig. 66:  The foundation S8, a possible threshing floor, next to the wall on the left. 

 

 
           Fig. 67:  S8 next to the northern wall extension of Kraal 1. 
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          Fig. 76:  S11 in relation to H11, with the northern wall of K3 between them. 

 

 
  Fig. 77:  S11 and H11 in relation to each other, with the northern wall of K3 between them. 
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GRAVEYARDS 

 

Thee graveyards have been found within the proximity of the research area.  These graveyards are 

labelled G1 to G3.   

 

G1 is an informal graveyard situated to the southwest of the site on the opposite site of the spruit  

(Fig. 79).  The graves are not all demarcated with headstone or cairns. 

 

 
        Fig. 79:  Graveyard 1 (G1). 

 

G2 is also an informal graveyard, but the graves are more visible than those at G1.  There are grave 

markers at some of the graves, but none of the headstones is inscribed (Figs. 80-83).  The graves are 

placed in two rows (Fig. 81).  The one row is however extremely long, as can be seen in fig. 80. The 

sizes of the graves differ, making it possible to identify the graves of children and those of married 

couples. The graveyard is situated close to the old wagon road that once passed through the farm from 

Graaff-Reinet to Colesberg, making it very accessible for burials in those days.  A brief investigation 

revealed the presence of more than twenty graves. 
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Fig. 80:  Graveyard 2 (G2) forming a long line across the landscape. 

 

 
                      Fig. 81:  Graveyard 2 (G2). 
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                  Fig. 82:  One of the graves at G2. 

 

 
                  Fig. 83:  Some of the graves at G2. 
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    Fig. 86:  ABW1 campsite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



62 | Mooifontein 

EXCAVATIONS CONDUCTED DURING 2017& 2018 

 

A virtual grid was erected across the research area, consisting of 5x5 meter numbered units (Fig. 

87). The grid provides a contextual reference for the collected surface material and serves as a guide 

for plotting the distribution of artefacts across the site’s surface.  The datum point is located where 

the two purple lines meet.  The purple line that stretches across the site from the south to the north 

is also the datum line.  Referencing entails an alphabetical numbering system from the west to east 

(A-Z) and a numerical numbering system from the south to the north.  The datum point is located at 

P0 (figs. 87-88).  North of zero (0), the unit numbers ascend from 0 to 46, and south of the zero (0) 

point, the numbers descend from 0 to -14.  

 

In 2017 the focus of our fieldwork was the collection of surface material scattered across the site 

and the middens in the southern section of the site where most of the houses are located. 

Excavations were conducted at three of these middens in O2, Q7 and S10 (Fig. 87 & 88).  In 2018 

fieldwork was conducted in the northern part of the site where three excavations were conducted 

(Fig. 87). 

 

The fieldwork conducted in 2017 will be discussed first (Figs. 87-104).  These excavations were 

labelled as Excavation 1-3, respectively. 
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 Fig. 91: Excavations taking place in unit O2. 

 

 
      Fig. 92: Unit O2-N, level 2.              Fig. 93:  Unit O2-R, level 2. 
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     Figs. 98 & 99:  Excavation 2 in unit Q7-R and Q7-S. 

 

 
     Fig. 100:  Excavation 2 in relation to Excavation 3. 
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Excavation 3:  Unit S10-S 

 

Only one 1x1 meter unit, labelled S, was excavated at the midden in unit S10 (Figs. 96, 101-104).  This 

midden was also very shallow, consisting of two levels of 10 cm each.  This excavation didn’t yield 

much material culture, and the excavation was not extended to another block. 

 

 
Fig. 101:  Excavations taking place at Block S10-S, with H5 in the background. 
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                        Fig. 104:  The three excavations in relation to each other. 
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            Fig. 106:  An aerial view of the excavations that were conducted at Mooifontein in 2018. 
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         Fig. 108:  Excavation 4 in relation to H4 and H5 in the background. 

 

 
              Fig. 109:  Aerial view of Excavation 4. 
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         Fig. 110:  The excavation of the midden in block J30 in process. 

 

 
         Fig. 111:  The excavation at J30 expanded to a fifth 1x1 meter unit. 
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      Fig. 112:  Excavation 4 at the midden in J30 after completion, indicating a very shallow midden. 

 

Excavation 5:  Unit G31 – D, E, R, S, W & X  

 

Excavation 5 focussed on S5 (Structure 5) in unit G31, where a total of six 1x1 meter squares were 

excavated (Fig. 105-107, 113-121).  The structure, which was only partially excavated yielded some 

interesting artefacts such as nails, screws and two gunflints, but provided no valuable insight into the 

purpose of the structure or potential for further excavations and was, therefore, concluded during this  

field season.  The aerial photograph in fig. 113 indicates the location of some of the walls of the 

structure.    

  

 
                Fig. 113:  An aerial of S5 of unit G31, Excavation 5. 
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Excavations moved from the previous two units to G31-S and G31-T.  A final 1x1 meter square, G31-

X, was excavated after which it was decided to conclude the excavations at S5. 
 

 
Fig. 117:  Excavations continued at G31-S and G31-T. 

 

 
  Fig. 118:  Excavations at G31-X. 
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Fig. 119: Excavation at S5 was concluded when level 2 of G31-X revealed bedrock. 

 

 
Fig. 120:  The excavated 1x1 meter square at S5 in unit G31. 
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Fig. 131: The extended grid across the research area.
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ARTEFACTS 

 

 A large variety of artefacts were collected.  The material assemblages include various types of 

ceramics of which some are still unidentified at this point (Figs. 132-146).  Discussions during the 

ceramic workshop held in Kimberley on 2 July 2019, suggests a possible link with some earlier Cape 

ceramics, but more research needs to be done before this can be confirmed. 

 

Furthermore, artefacts such as gun flints (fig. 147), glass, beads, clay smoking pipe pieces (fig. 148), 

doll pieces, buttons and metal plates from musical instruments (harmonicas, concertinas etc). 

 

 
           Fig. 132:  Sample of ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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Fig. 133:   Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

  

 
 Fig. 134:  Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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Fig. 135: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
Fig. 136: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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Fig. 137: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
Fig. 138: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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       Fig. 139: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
       Fig. 140:  Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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           Fig. 141: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
           Fig. 142: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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       Fig. 143: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
     Fig. 144: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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           Fig. 145: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 

 

 
           Fig. 146: Ceramics found at Mooifontein. 
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      Fig. 147:  Gunflints. 

 

 
            Fig. 148:  Clay tobacco  pipe pieces. 
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