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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

THE RELOCATION OF FOURTEEN POSSIBLE GRAVES FROM THE N8-14 BLOEMFONTEIN SITE, ON THE 

FARM MIDWAY 2631, BLOEMFONTEIN, FREE STATE 

 

This report is submitted in fulfilment of the requirements of: 

 

 The South African Heritage Resources Agency, Permit No. 358 (CaseID: 7435), issued under 

Section 36(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act no. 25 of 1999 to Henk Steyn. 

 The agreement between PGS Heritage and Worley Parsons (Pty) Ltd for the completion of the 

N8-14 Grave investigation project.  

 

PGS Heritage was contracted by Worley Parsons (Pty) Ltd to investigate (and relocate if necessary) by 

means of an archaeological excavation fourteen possible graves, which were situated on Farm Midway 

2631. The graves were affected by the expansion of the National Road 8 (N8) east of Bloemfontein, 

Free State. 

 

This report documents the relocation of the graves (as required by SAHRA in terms of section 36 of the 

National Heritage Resources Act, 25 0f 1999) implemented under the SAHRA Permit, No 358 (CaseID: 

7435), issued by the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves Unit. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

PGS Heritage was contracted by Worley Parsons (Pty) Ltd to investigate and relocate if necessary, 

by means of an archaeological excavation, fourteen possible graves, that were situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631. The site would be negatively affected by the widening of the Nation Road 8 (N8) east 

of Bloemfontein. Four of the graves were clearly marked and the next-of-kin were found without 

difficulty. The next-of-kin of a poorly marked grave was identified towards the end of the project, 

bringing the final number of identified graves to five. Due to the age of the cemetery, continual 

flooding due to irrigation over the years and trampling by livestock in the area it was difficult to 

identify the position of some of the graves. The excavation subsequently revealed the presence of 

14 sets of human remains, which were exhumed and re-interned on 28 – 30 June 2015 in the Suid 

Park (one grave), Stormlaan (9 graves) and Thabu Nchu Zone 4 (4 graves) cemeteries respectively. 

2. SOCIAL CONSULTATION 

A comprehensive social consultation process was conducted with the aim of identifying any family 

members and negotiating the mitigation of the affected graves with any affected and interested 

parties. Site notices (Appendix B), newspaper notices (Appendix C) and radio broadcasts (Lesedi 

FM, Appendix D) were also used.  

 

During April 2014, a social consultation process was initiated to relocate a cemetery containing 126 

graves on the northern side of the N8 (Appendix B – D, phase 1), not far from the cemetery that is 

the subject of this application (phase 2). Three social consultation meetings were held with the 

next-of-kin of these graves before SANRAL decided to rather extend the road to the southern side 

in order to avoid relocating this large number of graves. Unfortunately, there is another cemetery 

located on the southern side of the N8 that now needs to be relocated (Appendix E). 

 

During the last of the meetings mentioned above, the attendees were asked if they have any 

knowledge of the cemetery that is mentioned in this application. One of the attendees gave us the 

name of Mr. Piet Sebothelo (see below).  

 

A new social consultation process commenced on, 15 September 2014 with the erection of bilingual 

(English and Setswana) site notices (Appendix E) and newspaper notices in the Daily Sun (11 

November 2014) and the Mangaung Issue (12 November 2014) (Appendix F). A 30 second radio 

notice was aired on Lesedi FM 10 times between 11 March and 15 March 2015 (Appendix H). One 

person contacted PGS as a result of the radio broadcast but on investigation it turned out that this 



2 

Mitigation Report: Relocation of Graves – National Road 8 (N8) Bloemfontein 

person’s graves are located in another cemetery closer to the airport. To date no additional family 

members or affected parties, other than those stated in this application, have contacted PGS 

Heritage with further information relating to these graves in question. 

 

On 14 November 2014 a site meeting was held with the Sebothelo family. Mr Piet Basoabile 

Sebothelo (331116 5133 081), the representative of the Sebothelo family, requested that their four 

relatives who are buried in this cemetery be relocated to a cemetery in Thaba Nchu, Zone 4 

(Appendix I). The Sebothelo family did not have any additional information about other leads to 

additional affected families.  

 

As a result of the radio notices, we were contacted by Mrs Sarah Merwe who had one grave in the 

cemetery, that of her sister the late Maggie Dewee.  A total number of five graves were identified 

during the social consultation process.  

 

3. LEGAL COMPLIANCE 

Exhumation and re-interment of human remains in the Free State is governed by the Free State 

Standard Cemeteries and Crematoria by-law of the Municipal Systems Act, 2000 and the Health Act, 

2003.  The graves and mortal remains of victims of conflict and graves older than 60 years in a 

burial ground not administered by a local authority, as well as all graves older than 100 years, are 

also subject to the stipulations of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999). All local 

laws and by-laws regarding cemeteries were also adhered to.  

In order to comply with the above, permissions to exhume and re-inter the human remains and 

associated grave dressings and cultural remains were obtained from the following responsible 

authorities (refer Appendix E for copies): 

 South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA). Permit No 358 (CaseID: 7435) was 

issued in this regard. 

 .  

 The Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 

 The Office of the Station Commissioner of the South African Police Services in Bloemspruit 

was informed of the date of exhumation seven days before the exhumation took place. 

Members of the SAPS attended the exhumation proceedings as required by the relevant 

legislation. 
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 A Health inspector from the Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality (Department of Public 

Health) attended the exhumation proceedings 

 A registered funeral undertaker (Martins Funerals Bloemfontein) conducted the handling 

and reburial of the exhumed remains as required by the relevant regulations. 

 

4. METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Method of excavation 

The methods employed during exhumation aimed to recover all the remains, to minimise damage 

to the remains, to record the three-dimensional context of the remains and to preserve and respect 

the dignity of the buried individual.  All evidence that might allude to the events leading to the 

death of the individual and circumstances regarding the event were recorded and interpreted.  

The excavation methods employed accomplished the in situ exposure of the burial and associated 

artefacts (Nienaber and Steyn, 1999).  The focus was on accurate and complete documentation 

(Nienaber, 1997).  Various methods for the excavation of graves have been proposed by different 

authors (Hester, 1975; Joukowsky, 1980; Krogman and Iscan, 1986; Morse, 1978) and all stress the 

need for adequate workspace around the exposed remains and a systematic approach to the 

removal of individual bones.  The archaeological method, including extensive test trenching to 

prevent damage to the remains, was employed.  This approach was largely similar to that of 

forensic archaeology where buried body cases are concerned.  The approach was adapted for each 

situation since graves vary in shape, size, depth and content (Nienaber, 1999).  The methods used in 

forensic archaeology are discussed by Steyn, et.al. (2000). 

In each case, the surface features of the grave were cleaned and documented.  Hereafter any 

cultural material associated with the surface dressing was collected and catalogued, if such 

occurred. All observations regarding construction, materials and characteristics of the surface 

features were documented. 

After the removal of the surface features, the extent of the burial pit was ascertained through 

excavation and observation of differences in the matrix.  After the indications of the presence and 

characteristics of the burial pit were documented, the in-fill was excavated to expose the human 

remains and associated cultural materials.  Removal of the matrix of the burial pit was 

accomplished through the test-trench approach, whereby a narrow trench (25-30 cm wide) is 

excavated with a trowel to a depth of between 15 and 20 cm in the lower third of the burial pit (in 

this instance the lower third usually constituted the eastern side of the grave).  This area is chosen 

since it is most likely that the femurs of the skeleton occur in this part of the grave.  Since the femur 
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is a robust bone, it is usually not easily damaged through excavation.  If no indications of the 

presence of human remains were observed in the test trench, the remaining in-fill matrix, down to 

the depth of the test trench, was removed with a shovel.  The matrix surrounding the remains was 

carefully screened to retrieve any possible cultural artefacts associated with the burial.  This process 

was repeated until indications of the presence of human remains were observed.   

As soon as human remains were encountered, care was taken to leave as much of the skeleton as 

possible covered in order to protect the remains from damage by excavation and to preserve the 

integrity of the context of the skeletal elements and possible associated cultural remains.  The 

extent and characteristics of the burial pit were now documented and the workspace was assessed 

and enlarged if not sufficient.  This was only done after documentation of the features of the burial 

pit and without sacrificing any vital information. 

The excavation then continued with the aim of ascertaining the extent of the skeletal remains and 

the location of the different skeletal elements, after which the remains were uncovered, starting 

from the middle and working outwards.  This method again ensures the minimum disturbance of 

the remains and associated cultural materials.  As soon as the skeleton was uncovered, it was 

documented in situ and removed.  A further test trench of 15 cm deep was dug in the area directly 

underlying the location of the remains to ensure that all possible remains and artefacts were found 

and recovered. 

5. EXHUMATION OF REMAINS AND DETAILS OF DECEASED.  

 
5.1 General discussion 

The graves were located in an informal cemetery situated on the southern side of the National Road 

8 (N8) on the Farm Midway 2631 at -29.11463; 26.32346, Bloemfontein, Free State.  

 

The total number of graves exhumed was fourteen of which five has been identified by next-of-kin. 

The graves identified at this location next to the N8 appeared to be situated in two clusters in close 

proximity of each other. The first cluster of graves were graves N8/01 up to grave N8/08 and was 

situated approximately 10m further to the west of the second cluster with graves N8/12 up to grave 

N8/17. The graves were placed in lines at both of the clusters identified. The area in between these 

two clusters of graves did not appear to contain any graves as no surface features (such as 

headstones or packed rocks) were identified. It was therefore decided to test this area for any other 

unmarked graves that might possibly be situated in between the two known clusters of graves.  
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The purpose of test excavations is not to look for human remains, as this may cause damage to the 

graves, but to identify and locate previously unmarked graves.. The methodology to conduct a test 

excavation in this context was to carefully excavate the topsoil of the identified area to assess 

whether a grave-shaped pit had been previously dug and back filled. The exact location, extent and 

orientation of these possible pits could then be identified and assessed to be graves or not. This is 

determined from the change/disturbance in the natural stratigraphy seen by differing soil colour 

and texture. This method of test excavation is standard archaeological practice when attempting to 

locate graves without disturbing the human remains buried beneath the surface. Test excavations 

are normally conducted by hand, but could be assisted mechanically if a machine is available. In this 

instance the soil in the cemetery consisted of very hard and compacted clay, making test excavation 

by hand very difficult.  

 

Test excavations with the help of an excavating TLB were conducted in the identified area. The area 

measured approximately 80m² and the topsoil was removed mechanically under close supervision 

and instruction, in order to identify any possible grave pits. The area in between graves N8/07 and 

N8/08 measured approximately 10m² and it was also tested. The test excavations proved that the 

identified areas were previously undisturbed and that no further graves were situated within the 

areas that were tested.  

 

The excavation subsequently revealed the presence of 14 sets of human remains, which were 

exhumed and re-interned on 28 – 30 June 2015 in the Suid Park (one grave), Stormlaan (9 graves) 

and Thabu Nchu Zone 4 (4 graves) cemeteries respectively. 
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5.2 Description of individual graves 

 

Grave No N8 (S) / 001 

Name of deceased: Hendrik Sebothelo. 

Age at death: 40’s. 

Date of death: 1960’s. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Piet Basoabile Sebothelo. 

New Grave number: Thaba Nchu Municipal Cemetery. No grave numbers are issued in this 

cemetery. The next-of-kin knows the location of the grave. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock and a crude metal cross indicated the location of the grave. 

The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2.1m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.65m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.60m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.65m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The head was slightly tilted to the left. Both arms were 

extended and were placed alongside the body. Both legs were also 

extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of an adult male and were in a fair state of 

preservation.  
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Figure 1 – N8/001, Dressing and metal cross 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 002 

Name of deceased: Elizabeth Sebothelo. 

Age at death: 20’s. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Piet Basoabile Sebothelo. 

New Grave number: Thaba Nchu Municipal Cemetery. No grave numbers are issued in this 

cemetery. The next-of-kin knows the location of the grave. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock and a crude metal cross indicated the location of the grave. 

The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2.1m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.6m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.6m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.6m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The head was slightly tilted to the right. Both arms were 

extended and were placed alongside the body. Both legs were also 

extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of an adult female and were in a fair state of 

preservation.  
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Figure 2 – Grave N8/002, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 003 

Name of deceased: Bettie Nombi Selikoe. 

Age at death: 80’s. 

Date of death: 1998/11/07. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Piet Basoabile Sebothelo. 

New Grave number: Thaba Nchu Municipal Cemetery. No grave numbers are issued in this 

cemetery. The next-of-kin knows the location of the grave. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock and a crude metal cross indicated the location of the grave. 

The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2.1m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.7m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

A white plastic armband was found on the right wrist of the individual at a 

depth of 1.7m. Coffin remains were also found at a depth of 1.7m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.7m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The head was slightly tilted to the left. Both arms were 

extended and were placed alongside the body. Both legs were also 

extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of an adult female and were in a fair state of 

preservation.  
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Figure 3 – Grave N8/003, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 004 

Name of deceased: Phiri Sebothelo. 

Age at death: Child. 

Date of death: 1960’s. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Piet Basoabile Sebothelo. 

New Grave number: Thaba Nchu Municipal Cemetery. No grave numbers are issued in this 

cemetery. The next-of-kin knows the location of the grave. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.8m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.6m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.6m.  

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.6m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The head was slightly tilted to the left. Both arms were 

extended and were placed alongside the body. Both legs were also 

extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a teenager/young adult male and were in a fair 

state of preservation. 
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Figure 4 – Grave N8/004, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 005 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/005, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records.  

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 5 – Grave N8/005, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 006 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/006, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock and a crude metal cross indicated the location of the grave. 

The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.65m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

The remains were covered with a piece of cloth inside the coffin, which 

was found at a depth of 1.6m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.6m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. Both arms were extended and were placed alongside the 

body. Both legs were also extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of an adult and were in a fair state of preservation.  
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Figure 6 – Grave N8/006, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 007 

 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number:  

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock and a crude metal cross indicated the location of the grave. 

The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.65m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

The remains were covered with a piece of cloth inside the coffin at a depth 

of 1.65m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.65m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. Both arms were extended and were placed alongside the 

body. Both legs were also extended and were placed next to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of an adult and were in a fair state of preservation. 

The cranium of the individual was cut as done during a post mortem 

autopsy. 
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Figure 7 – N8/007, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 008 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/008, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

Two rocks on the surface indicated the location of the grave. The grave 

had an east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.4m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.4m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.4m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 8 – N8/008, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 012 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/012, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 9 – N8/012, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 013 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/013, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

The remains were found wrapped in a blanket inside the coffin at a depth 

of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified. The remains were found wrapped in a 

blanket inside the coffin. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 10 – N8/013, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 014 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/014, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 11 – N8/014, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 015 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/015, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  
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Figure 12 – N8/015, Dressing 

 
  



30 

Mitigation Report: Relocation of Graves – National Road 8 (N8) Bloemfontein 

Grave No N8 (S) / 016 
 

Name of deceased: Unknown. 

Age at death: Unknown. 

Date of death: Unknown. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Unknown. 

New Grave number: Grave No N8 (S)/016, Stormlaan Municipal Cemetery, Bainsvlei, 

Bloemfontein. Note that the municipality is using the project number for 

their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

A single rock indicated the location of the grave. The grave had an 

east/west orientation. No headstone was present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

1.5m (l) x 0.8m (w) x 1.5m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.5m. 

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.5m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. The remains were not well preserved and a clear burial 

position could not be identified.  

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a child and were in a poor state of preservation.  

 



31 

Mitigation Report: Relocation of Graves – National Road 8 (N8) Bloemfontein 

 
Figure 13 – N8/016, Dressing 
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Grave No N8 (S) / 017 
 

Name of deceased: Maggie Dewee. 

Age at death: 15 years. 

Date of death: 1963. 

Name of family 

representative: 

Sarah Mieta Merwe. 

New Grave number: Grave No. N8 (S)/017, Suid Park Municipal Cemetery, Bloemfontein. Note 

that the municipality is using the project number for their records. 

Location of grave:  The grave formed part of an informal cemetery situated on the Farm 

Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. 

Surface features of 

grave: 

An oval shaped mound of packed rocks and soil formed the dressing of 

this grave. The grave had an east/west orientation. No headstone was 

present. 

Grave goods: None were found.  

Measurements of grave 

pit: 

2m (l) x 1m (w) x 1.65m (d).  

Depth at which cultural 

remains were found: 

Only coffin remains were found at a depth of 1.65m.  

Depth at which human 

remains were found: 

1.65m. 

Burial position: The individual was buried in a supine position in a coffin with the head at 

the western end. Both arms were flexed inwards and the hands were 

placed together in the lap. Both legs were extended and were placed next 

to each other. 

Description of human 

remains: 

The remains were that of a teenager/young adult and were in a fair state 

of preservation.  
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Figure 14 – N8/017, Dressing 

6. CONCLUSION 

During the relocation process human remains from fourteen graves were relocated on 29 – 30 June 

2015 from the National Road 8 (N8) situated on the farm Midway 2631, near Bloemfontein, Free 

State. The overall preservation of the excavated human remains was very poor.  The disinterred 

remains were reburied in the Thabu Nchu, Suid Park and Stormlaan Municipal Cemeteries. The 

next-of-kin of five of the graves were present at the exhumation and reinterment of the remains. 
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Figure 15 – General Locality Map 

 

 
Figure 16 - Approximate location of the cemetery (yellow marker at phase 2) 
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E2. THE DEPARTMENT OF COOPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS 
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E3. Letter Notifying SAPS Bloemspruit 
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