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REPORT ON EXPLORATORY EXCAVATIO?
ON TIERBERG, PRINCE ALBERT

ROCK SHELTER

Between 26th 1 September and 5th October G. Avery and D.M. Avery, assisted by
two students (A. Heynes, University of Stellenbosch and J, Nelson, UNISA)
conducted an exp a:wwwi excavation in a rock shelter on the farm Tierberg. The
\m 1 of the project was to obtain w:Q: [ERIE W an and other remains that would be
ritable for investigating recent palacoenvironmental change. It was hoped that mx
f,; ild provide additional information on natural versus human-induced change in
karoo vegetation that could be compared with results already obtained by D! ry
from Abbott’s Cave in the Richmond area (excavated by C.G. Sampson, Southern
Methodist U mmaﬁ,ﬂ,m@ We had been notified of the site and requested to consider
working there by R. and S. Dean QV rey Fitzpatrick Institute for African
Q,mgew ogy, d,‘, ). They wished to place their modern observations (5-10 years)
1 animals and vegetation on the farm (Karoo Biome Project) into the context of

r%z: ~term flu ﬁ:;sa:

The shelter is some 8 m long and 3 m deep and testing by A. Mazel (Natal Museum)
ndicated a depth of some 70 cm. } single metre square we s excavated to a depth of
40 em, using Sampson’s method of removing 25 X 25 em %7%&%2? n25to3em
spits where obvious stratigraphy was abs ent. In this manner better control over
small-scale mzi, ontal and vertical changes can be maintained. The area selected
?Q«am to be capped by the remmants of a crust of sheep dung which included some
sheep bones. ng was unde Z n by heavily calcined dung and then ash from fires.
A significant feature of the ?ZW was M?c normous gmazf? of ostrich eggshell
even within calcined are 2as; @Z had virtually disappearcd, m:% ser, although stone
artefactual material was relatively common %& there were a few pot sherds. We
were very pleased to My,QES remnants of plant material, inc r,xm ing grass, resin
fragments and some food debris in the form of a few corm cases, in the upper units.
A30cemd eep pit dug from a previous mcimma was ex m? ed; it contained twigs and
other plant remains blown into it and, at th @% - two lumps of chert, the common
raw material type in the samples. These picce W ch are locally available from the
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chert bands typical of this region, may mkﬁx ent the remnants of good quality

material cached in the ?M for later use. Adzes, which showed some differences in
older levels, were the most ?::,EE formal tool noted during digging, only onc
backed blade and a side sc crape being noted in addition. The use of quartz crystal
increased notably in the Mcﬁ 7,, Preservation of bone was improving in the
fower F ? as the degree of bu

diminished: fragments of 2 bone projectile
point were recovered and ,w.mm:m m >mains included

w,,, ;,_,m_zﬂimwm%ﬁmS&m
mo%m: m ?z,iwm:m.zwmﬁ%w ﬁwmizfj,w:wﬁxm
mxwﬁﬁ occurred. Bones ma mic cd to increase and mws > 1S
wzm% that uscful samples will t Fi;ﬁ?a ?w W cm and in the upper levels
_r mm nt squarcs away Q,QB the destructive influcnce of the fires. Relatively large
es of charcoal were recovered and retained thre h:m: az,m, study being the
:E ing potential - pi nformation so far
vas provided by I r‘i,d use of the
y Karoo Biome R vner of ‘M Wﬁwx g
s P Hobson for permi her son Chappie,
nd R.and S, Dean,

£

w{"

,ma
,-X{";

G, Avery D.M. Avery
Department of Archacology 18 October, 1990




