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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

PGS Heritage (PGS) was requested to investigate an area on Phase 1 of the Lufhereng Integrated 

Housing Project, close to Protea Glen, Johannesburg, after construction workers reported that there 

might be graves in an area where a previous pipeline was constructed in 2012. 

 

The test excavation conducted for the structures identified as possible graves was conducted on 20 

August 2014, by a professional archaeologist and field technicians from PGS Heritage under SAHRA 

permit 1866.  The excavations were done through the following methodology: 

 

 Clear the structures identified of all vegetation 

 Document the surface structure by means of measurements, layout sketches and photos; 

 Remove the surfaces structures; 

 Excavate to a depth of 50cm to determine any ground disturbance and identification of 

grave pits. 

 

The three structures identified were tested through test trenches and profile analysis.  The soil was 

found to be homogenous, evenly compacted and contained no evidence of previous disturbances. 

The structures were found not to be graves. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PGS Heritage (PGS) was requested to investigate an area on Phase 1 of the Lufhereng Integrated 

Housing Project, close to Protea Glen, Johannesburg (Figure 1), after construction workers reported 

that there might be graves in an area where a previous pipeline was constructed in 2012. 

 

2 LOCATION OF THE AREA INVESTIGATED 

The investigated area is located at S26 15 16.9 E27 47 43.3 close to the position of the installed 

services pipeline (Figure 2).  

 

 

Figure 1 – Locality map showing position of possible graves 

LUF001 
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Figure 2 - Satellite image of area showing reported location of graves (Blue marker) 

 

Province: Gauteng 

Magisterial district: Roodepoort 

1:50 000 Map number:  2627BB 

Latitude & Longitude: Latitude: -26.25469641 Longitude : 27.79535794 

Recording method (GPS, Trig., 

Other):  

GPS 

Farm Name and No. Lufhereng Housing Development, located at boundary of 

Farm Portion 111 and Farm Portion 110, Remainder of PTN 

62 of the farm Doornkop 239IQ, 

Nearest Town Protea Glen 
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3 BACKGROUND TO TEST EXCAVATIONS 

On 16 may 2012, during construction of a bulk sewer main, the contractor on the project identified 

the possible presence of graves close to the new sewer pipeline (Figure 3).  The possible discovery 

was reported to the Ward Councillor, South African Police Service as well as the Department of 

Environment. 

 

The construction work was however some 15 meters away from the possible grave structures.  At 

that stage the possible graves were barricaded and no further work conducted close to them. 

 

 

Figure 3 - Satellite image of area showing reported location of graves (Blue marker).  The original 
sewer main trench can be seen to the west of the marker 

 

PGS was contracted in June 2014, to investigate these possible grave structures and determine if 

these structures were in fact graves, as the next phase of development of the Lufhereng Integrated 

Housing project was about to start and will require construction in the area in question. 
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PGS then applied for a permit from the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) to do test 

excavations on the structures in question.  The permit application stipulated: 

 The scope of the project is only the verification of the presence of graves. 

  In the event that it is found that human remains are present the test excavations will be 

backfilled and a full grave relocation process compliant with Regulation 548 and Section 36 

of the NHRA will be initiated. 

 

A permit (PermitID: 1866) (Annexure B) was issued by SAHRA on 11 August 2014.  The test 

excavations were completed on 20 August 2014 by professional archaeologist of PGS led a team of 

field technicians to determine the presence of graves.   

 

4 TEST EXCAVATIONS OF THE INDICATED AREA 

The area where the structures were located was just east of fallow land and situated in open grass 

land.  The structures as identified in the original report were situated in and on the side of a shallow 

drainage ditch (Figure 4). 

 

 

Figure 4 – Original photos taken during 2012 construction 
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The aim of the test excavations was to determine the presence of any soil disturbance that could 

indicate the presence of grave pits and hence graves.  The methodology set out was: 

 Clear the 3 structures identified of all vegetation 

 Document the surface structure by means of measurements, layout sketches and photos; 

 Remove the surfaces structures; 

 Excavate to a depth of 50cm to determine any ground disturbance and identification of 

grave pits. 

 

Refer to Annexure A for layout sketches 

 

The report and photographs (Figure 5 and Figure 6) taken in 2012 was used to identify the structures 

in question, and the structures were documented and investigated. 

 

 

Figure 5 – Original photos taken during 2012 construction of structure S2 
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Figure 6 – Photo taken in 2012 of structure – S3 
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4.1 LUF001 – Structure 1 (LUF-S1) 

 Description 

Structure Type Heap of stones aligned north south with no indication of grave goods of 

headstone. 

Structure Size (L) 2.2m, (W) 1.4m 

Excavation 

dimensions 

First Trench : (L) 2m, (W) 1.5m, (D) 0.3m 

Second Trench in T1: (L) 0.5m, (W) 1.5m, (D) 0.2m 

Findings The first trench (T1) was dug to a depth of 0.3m with no indication of soil 

disturbances in the profile.  The second trench (T2) was completed inside T1 with 

no change of soil compaction, or strata evident.  No indication of the presence of 

a grave pit was found.  This structure is  not a grave. 

Surface 

structure 
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Test excavation 

 

 

  



9 

 

4.2 LUF001 – Structure 1 (LUF-S2) 

 Description 

Structure Type Heap of stones aligned north south with no indication of grave goods of 

headstone. 

Structure Size (L) 2.4m, (W) 1.1m 

Excavation 

dimensions 

Trench : (L) 1.8m, (W) 1m, (D) 0.6m 

Findings The trench was dug to a depth of 0.6m with no indication of soil disturbances or 

compaction in the profile.  No indication of the presence of a grave pit was 

found.  This structure is not a grave. 

Surface 

structure 
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Test excavation 
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Profile 

 

 

  



12 

 

4.3 LUF001 – Structure 1 (LUF-S3) 

 Description 

Structure 

Type 

Heap of stones aligned north south with no indication of grave goods of headstone. 

Structure Size (L) 6.1m, (W) 1.3m 

Excavation 

dimensions 

Trench : (L) 2.5m, (W) 1m, (D) 0.6m 

Findings The trench was dug to a depth of 0.6m with no indication of soil disturbances or 

compaction in the profile.  No indication of the presence of a grave pit was found.  

This structure is not a grave. 

Surface 

structure 
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Test 

excavation 
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Profile 
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5 CONCLUSION 

The test excavation conducted for the structures identified as possible graves was conducted on 20 

August 2014, by a professional archaeologist and field technicians from PGS Heritage under SAHRA 

permit 1866.  The excavations were done through the following methodology: 

 

 Clear the structures identified of all vegetation 

 Document the surface structure by means of measurements, layout sketches and photos; 

 Remove the surfaces structures; 

 Excavate to a depth of 50cm to determine any ground disturbance and identification of 

grave pits. 

 

The three structures identified were tested through test trenches and profile analysis.  The soil was 

found to be homogenous, evenly compacted and contained no evidence of previous disturbances. 

The structures were found not to be graves. 

 

An analysis of the surface area and historic aerial photography (Figure 7) indicates that the 

structures were most probably storm water attenuation packed in a created drainage line. 
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Figure 7 – Aerial photograph taken in 1997showing drainage line created in the area where the test 
excavations were done 
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ANNEXURE A 

SITE LAYOUT SKETCH 
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ANNEXURE B 

SAHRA PERMIT 
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