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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

ATTEMPTED RELOCATION OF ONE GRAVE FROM THE REMAINDER OF PORTION 62 OF THE FARM 

WATERVAL 5 IR TO WATERVAL MUNICIPAL CEMETERY 

 

This report is submitted in fulfilment of the requirements of: 

 

 The South African Heritage Resources Agency, issued under Section 36(3) of the National 

Heritage Resources Act, Act no. 25 of 1999 to Stephany van der Walt. 

 The agreement between PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd and LEAP Landscape Architects and 

Environmental Planners for the completion of the Waterval Grave Relocation Project. 

 

PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd was contracted by LEAP Landscape Architects and Environmental Planners to 

identify and relocate, by means of an archaeological excavation, one grave that was located on the 

remainder of portion 62 of the farm Waterval 5 IR, Midrand, Gauteng Province.  

 

This report documents the excavation of the grave (as required by SAHRA in terms of section 36 of the 

National Heritage Resources Act, 25 0f 1999). Subsequent information revealed that the grave was 

desecrated (apparently, the human remains were illegally exhumed) in late 1993.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by LEAP Landscape Architects and Environmental 

Planners to relocate the human remains that will be adversely affected by the housing development 

planned for this portion of land. The grave is that of Mr William Morris, who died age 48 on 23 April 

1887. In order to mitigate any damage and loss of the headstone and contents of the grave, it was 

proposed that the grave and its contents be relocated to the closest municipal cemetery. 

The excavation of the grave on Tuesday, 6 December 2016, subsequently revealed no evidence of a 

grave. Therefore, no human remains were recovered for relocation and the grave that was pre-

booked at the Waterval municipal cemetery was cancelled. 

2 LOCATION 

The grave is an informal grave located on the grounds of the Waterfall Polo Club on Maxwell Drive, 

Waterfall, Midrand, Gauteng, on part of the Remainder of Portion 62 of the Farm Waterval 5 IR. The 

GPS Coordinates for the site is: Latitude -26.024399°, Longitude 28.084916° (APPENDIX A) and it 

forms part of the new Waterval City Development.  

3 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

A broader public process was under taken by placing site notices at the grave and at the entrance to 

the property on 13 June 2016 (APPENDIX B). Newspaper notices were also placed in two local 

newspapers, The Citizen on 13 and 20 July, The Midrand Observer on 8 July and 15 July 2016 

(APPENDIX C). From this, many interested parties from the local community registered with PGS and 

were kept informed of the process planned for the grave relocation (APPENDIX D). In the 

correspondence with the local community it was explained that the relocation of the Morris grave 

would continue once all the required permits were obtained. The community were invited to send 

PGS their objections in writing and explain why they objected to the relocation of the Morris grave 

by 19 September 2016. As no objections were received, the permitting process continued. 

4 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

As part of the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) research was done to gain a better understanding 

on the context of this grave (Angel, 2016). The original name of the farm was Waterval No 34, which 

was established in 1850. The farm, now known as Waterval 5 IR, is also referred to as “Mia’s Farm” 
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in some historical documents (De Jong, 2006; National Cultural History Museum, 1998). The grave of 

Mr William Morris is located on the farm but was disturbed from its original location, as will be 

further explained. 

Mr William Morris was born in Hertfordshire, England to John and Mary Morris. He worked as a 

carpenter but it is unclear when he immigrated to South Africa. Mr Morris died on 23rd April, 1887 

without any children and left no will and testament (APPENDIX E)(TAB, 1887). It is unclear whether 

Mr William Morris was married to Mrs Emily Morris (previously Pymont) or not. As the death 

certificate states that we was unmarried but said that he died on “Waterval farm outside Pretoria by 

Emily Pymont”. Letter from solicitors, pertaining to his will and testament state the Ms Emily Pymont 

is his widow (De Jong, 2006; TAB, 1887). 

During 1890, Several letters were written from Ingle Cooper and Holmes Solicitors in London, who 

represented the Mother and sisters of the late Mr W. Morris. Mr W. Morris was understood to have 

left “real and personal estate to a considerable amount” which the family were stating claim to 

(APPENDIX G)(TAB, 1887). 

In 1888 Miss Pymont had the land properly surveyed and the Surveyor-General Johann Rissik 

approved the diagram in June 1888, which was then signed off by President Paul Kruger in January 

1889 (De Jong, 2006). After Mr Morris’ death, Mrs Morris reverted back to her maiden name and 

sought the assistance of the Weeskamer in 1892 to sort out the estate of her late husband (TAB, 

1887). The Weeskamer Z.A. Republiek (Orphan Chamber), was a government body that administered 

that estates of orphans and partial orphans (APPENDIX F)(TAB, 1887). Miss Pymont then proceeded 

to sell portions of the farm (De Jong, 2006). 

Miss Pymont later remarried and became Emily McDonald who had an adoptive daughter Nelly 

Morris (TAB, 1902). There is speculation that Nelly Morris is the daughter of William and Emily 

Morris. Emily died on 2 December 1902 and her will dated 18 April 1900 made everything out to her 

daughter, Nelly Morris. It included land and a considerable amount of 10,884.78 pounds. 

Further in-depth research was done after the exhumation revealed no evidence of a grave. The 

excavation revealed that the ‘grave’ contained no human remains. It was hypothesised, on the day 

of the attempted exhumation that the headstone might be a memorial instead of a headstone. The 

Johannesburg City Parks Municipality were subsequently contacted to identify any graveyards in the 

area that were active in 1887. A historical grave register was shared with PGS and through this 

additional archival documents were uncovered detailing that the grave existed on the farm in good 
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condition for 106 years, until sadly on 22 December 1993 it was discovered that the grave had been 

desecrated by grave robbers (APPENDIX H) (Unknown, 1994). At this stage, it is not known if the 

headstone was replaced in the same position where it was originally located, or if it was moved to a 

new location after the contents of the grave has been desecrated.  

 All attempts to contact any family connections to Mr Morris have been futile. No affected families 

have been identified thus far. Legal Compliance 

In order to fully comply with legislation, we applied and were granted permits and authorisation 

from the following entities: 

 In terms of Removal of Graves and Dead Bodies Ordinance (Ord. 7 of 1925), we applied to 

the delegated Provincial MEC at the Gauteng Department of Cooperative Government 

Traditional Affairs, who is the Member of the Executive Council responsible for local 

government in the Province. 

 In Gauteng the Provincial Department of Health is the relevant sphere of government 

identified in the Regulations Relating to the Management of Human Remains (Act 61 of 2003 

- R363, 2013). 

 In terms of the Regulations Relating to the Management of Human Remains (Act 61 of 2003 - 

R363, 2013), we gave sufficient notice, 7 days prior to exhumation, to the Local Municipality 

which has jurisdiction to ensure the supervision of an Environmental Health Practitioner. 

 In terms of the Regulations Relating to the Management of Human Remains (Act 61 of 2003 - 

R363, 2013), we notified the local SAPS and arranged for a member of SAPS to be present 

during the exhumation. 

 In terms of the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA, Act 25 of 1999) as well as the NHRA 

Regulations of 2000 (Act 25 of 1999 - R548, 2000), graves in a burial ground not 

administered by a local authority, or graves and mortal remains of victims of conflict and, or 

graves older than 60 years as well as all graves older than 100 years, are also subject to the 

stipulations of the NHRA. 

4.1 LEGAL COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 

As stated, in order to comply with the above regulations, all local laws and by-laws regarding 

cemeteries were also adhered to. 
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 A registered funeral undertaker, Martin Funeral Services Randburg, was to conduct 

the handling and reburial of the exhumed remains as required by the relevant 

regulations (APPENDIX H). 

 The station commander of the Midrand, SAPS was informed of the permitting 

process (APPENDIX J) and the date of exhumation seven (7) days before the 

exhumation took place. 

 Permission was granted by the land owner in terms of the NHRA and the Health Act 

61, R363. Witwatersrand Estates Limited was informed of the relocation of grave 

and had no objections (APPENDIX K). 

Permissions to exhume and re-bury the human remains and associated grave dressings and cultural 

remains were obtained from the following responsible authorities. 

 The Gauteng Health Department (APPENDIX L). 

 The Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA 

Gauteng) (APPENDIX M). 

 South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) as the grave is older than 100 

years and in a burial ground not administered by a local authority (APPENDIX N). 

 The Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo was contacted and a booking at the Waterval 

Municipal Cemetery was made (APPENDIX O). 

5 METHODOLOGY 

The methods employed during exhumation aimed to recover all the remains, to minimise damage to 

the remains and to preserve and respect the dignity of the buried individual. 

The excavation and exhumation methods usually employed accomplish the in situ exposure of the 

burial and associated artefacts (Nienaber and Steyn, 1999). However, in this case no remains were 

found; therefore, no in situ exposure of the remains could be achieved. Various methods for the 

excavation of graves have been proposed by different authors (Hester, 1975; Joukowsky, 1980; 

Krogman and Iscan, 1986; Morse, 1978) and all stress the need for adequate workspace around the 

exposed remains and a systematic approach to the removal of individual bones. 
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The PGS team arrived onsite at 08h00 and was joined on site by Mrs Lilith Wynne, who was listed as 

an interested member of the community. Mrs Wynne is a retried archaeologist, and a trusted 

colleague within the profession. She was present for the duration of the excavation and was 

included in discussions about possibly curating the headstone and the general history of the area. 

The digging of the grave was conducted by PGS trained and qualified Heritage Practitioners. 

Description of the grave: 

A large stone headstone was observed to the eastern extent of a small enclosure. The enclosure 

boundary was marked by trees that had been planted in an oval (Figure 1 and Figure 2). The 

grave was orientated east west, with the inscription facing east (Figure 2 and Figure 3). 

The headstone bore the inscription, “To the memory of William Morris, who dies 23rd April 1887, 

Aged 48 years (Figure 4).” 

The headstone was removed with the assistance of the TLB as it was too heavy to remove by hand 

(Figure 7). It was noted as inconsistent that the inscription on the headstone was facing east but the 

enclosure within the trees was to the south. Nevertheless, a trench was dug to the western side of 

the grave as the trees indicated this to be the location and extent of the grave. The trench was dug 

to a depth of 1.5m and no evidence of a burial pit or any cultural remains were found (Figure 6). A 

further test trench was dug on the eastern side of the headstone outside the tree enclosure, but this 

also yielded sterile soil with now evidence of a grave. The headstone was collected the following day 

by Martins Funeral as a pickup truck was required for the transport. The headstone will be stored 

with the undertaker until formal arrangements can be made with a local museum to curate the 

headstone. 

Mrs Wynne made arrangements with the landscape architects from the neighbouring retirement 

village (Waterfall Hills Mature Lifestyle Estate), to relocate the trees where they will be incorporated 

into their gardens. 

  

Figure 1: Headstone of Mr W. Morris within the 

tree enclosure. 

Figure 2: Headstone rested against a tree with 

the inscription facing downwards. 
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Figure 3: Closer view of the headstone rested against the tree with 

the facing east. 

Figure 4: Inscription on the 

headstone of Mr 

Morris. 

 
 

  

Figure 5: Dressing photograph taken on the day 

on the day of excavation 

(06/12/2016) 

Figure 6: Test trench photograph indicating no 

evidence of remains. 
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Figure 7:Headstone being removed with the aid of a TLB 

 

6 CONCLUSION 

1. No evidence of a grave was found at the location marked by the headstone of late Mr. 

William Morris. 

2. Information received from the City of Johannesburg after the excavation indicated that the 

original grave has been desecrated and that at least some and possibly all the human 

remains have been removed from the grave in 1993. 

3. It was concluded that, as no evidence of a grave could be found at current location of the 

headstone, it could have been placed within the trees during the leveling of the land for the 

polo fields. 

4. The headstone was placed in storage until proper arrangements can be made for it to be 

curated at a local museum. 
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APPENDIX A: LOCALITY MAPS 

 

Figure 8: Location of the Morris grave in relation to the Waterval area in Midrand. 

 

Figure 9: The location of the Morris grave 
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APPENDIX B: SITE NOTICES 

 

Figure 3: Site notices placed at the grave site 

 

Figure 4: Site notices placed at the entrance to the property 
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APPENDIX B: SITE NOTICES (CONTINUED)
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APPENDIX C: NEWSPAPER NOTICES 

Midrand Obserber - 8 July 2016 
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Midrand Obserber - 15 July 2016 
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The Citizen – 13 July 2016 
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The Citizen – 20 July 2016 
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APPENDIX D: I&AP CORRESPONDENCE LETTER 
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APPENDIX E: DEATH CERTIFICATE OF LATE MR WILLIAM MORRIS 
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APPENDIX F: CERTIFICATE OF MARITAL STATUS OF LATE MR W. MORRIS AND MS EMILY MORRIS 

(PRYMONT) 

 

  



 

21 of 32 

Mitigation Report: Relocation of Graves – Annlin-Wonderboom Reservoir Pipe-line 

APPENDIX G: LETTER OF LEGAL CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MORRIS FAMILY. 
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APPENDIX H: SANDTON CHRONICLE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE: HUNDRED-YEAR-OLD GRAVE DESECRATED. 
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APPENDIX I: UNDERTAKER APPOINTMENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX J: SAPS MIDRAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX K: LAND OWNER CONSENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX L: GAUTENG HEALTH DEPARTMENT PERMIT 
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APPENDIX M: GAUTENG COGTA 
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APPENDIX N: SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY PERMIT 
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APPENDIX O: JOHANNESBURG CITY PARKS AND ZOO CORRESPONDENCE 

 


