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Dear Ravisha, 

 
Proposed Photo Voltaic Plant, Kleinbegin, Northern Cape – Palaeontological 
Impact Assessment 
 
I have undertaken a desk top palaeontological impact analysis for the area which will be 
affected by the proposed Photovoltaic Plant at Kleinbegin in the vicinity of 
Groblershoop.  The site will be situated on the farm Kleinbegin (Figure 1). 
 
The entire area is situated on the Namaqua-Natal Metamorphic Province comprising 
Precambrian metamorphic rocks of the Areachap Group which are exposed in places but 
in turn are covered by red aeolian sands of the Quaternary Gordonia Formation. The 
schists, conglomerates, amphibolites and calcsilicates of the Areachap Group, which are 
Precambrian in age, are unlikely to contain fossils.  There is slight but unlikely possibility 
of Quaternary fossils being present in the unconsolidated red sands of the Gordonia 
Formation.  
 
In my opinion the chances of fossils being damaged in the process of development of the 
proposed photovoltaic facility and associated infrastructure are extremely limited. 
However because all sedimentary deposits have the potential to preserve fossils it is 
essential that if fossilized remains of plants are animals are encountered in the process of 
development a professional palaeontologist must be consulted so that the necessary 
rescue operations are implemented. Depending on the nature of the fossil discovered, this 
could entail excavation and removal to a registered palaeontological museum collection. 
A list of professional palaeontologists is available from South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA)         
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Figure 1: Locality map for the proposed Kleinbegin development 
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Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Bruce Rubidge - PhD, FGSSA, Pr Sci Nat 


