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APPENDIX G 
Specialist Input 

 
This Appendix contains the following information: 

 
G1. Heritage impact statement, compiled by Peter Nilssen of C.H.A.R.M (Centre for Heritage & 
Archaeological Resource Management). 
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G1. Heritage impact statement, compiled by Peter Nilssen of C.H.A.R.M (Centre for Heritage & 
Archaeological Resource Management). 

 

 

Heritage Statement 
 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRST AID ROOM, 
KEURBOOMS BEACH, ERF 155, PLETTENBERG BAY, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 
 
 
 
 

prepared for 
 

Mr. Craig Bester, Bluepebble – independent environmental agency, Mobile: 082 
6960098, craig@bluepebble.biz  

 
 
 
 

 
by 

 
Centre for Heritage and Archaeological Resource Management cc 

 
 
 
 

Peter Nilssen, CHARM, PO Box 176, Great Brak River, 6525 

044 620 4936 | 0827835896 | peter@carm.co.za | www.carm.co.za  
Company No.  CK 2006\133900\23 

 
 

20 April 2011 
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1.  Introduction 
 
Although the proposed activity is situated on a property that exceeds 10 000m2, it will 
not change the character of the site and, with reference to provisions of Section 38, 
the activity does not trigger the National Heritage Resources Act (No 25 of 1999 
[NHRA]).  Therefore, a NID is not required and the client is commended for 
proactively requesting a Heritage Statement for the proposed construction of a new 
first aid room.  This Heritage Statement serves to inform Heritage Western Cape of 
the proposed activity and to make recommendations regarding heritage resources 
that may or may not be affected by the proposed activity.  On behalf of the applicant, 
Bitou Municipality, CHARM was appointed by bluepebble– independent 
environmental agency to conduct a site visit of the affected area and to produce a 
Heritage Statement for submission to Heritage Western Cape (HWC; see contact 
details on the title page of this report). 
 
The proposed activity involves the construction of a small building that will function as 
a first aid room.  The affected area was previously disturbed by the construction of a 
parking area, a public ablution facility and the erection of a small life guard hut.   
 
This document includes information obtained from bluepebble– independent 
environmental agency and further details and specifications may be obtained from Mr 
Craig Bester (see contact information on title page). 
 
 
2.  Study Area and Proposed Activity 
 
Erf 155 Plettenberg Bay is in excess of 3ha and is located along the shoreline of the 
holiday village of Keurbooms Beach, which is approximately 12km NE of Plettenberg 
Bay, Western Cape Province (Figures 1, 2 and 4).  The land use in the immediate 
surroundings includes general residential and public space. The area earmarked for 
the proposed activity is significantly disturbed and altered by recent human activities 
which include the construction of a municipal road, the construction of a parking area, 
the construction of a public ablution facility, installation of bulk services, the 
installation of a small life guard hut and the construction of three staircases leading to 
the beach (Figure 4 and Plates 2 & 3).   
 
The vegetation in the immediate surroundings of the affected area is dominated by 
Cape coastal Fynbos species and thicket.  Existing disturbances and development 
have impacted such vegetation.  The site for the proposed activity is not vegetated.  
Apart from dune sands, geological deposits include shale and quartzitic sandstone.  
For examples of the above see Figure 4 and Plates 1 through 3. 
 
The proposed activity is sited on an existing, formal car park.  Specifications of the 
proposed first aid room are shown in Figure 3.  The structure is smaller than the 
existing public ablution facility and its height will not exceed that of the existing 
structure.  The latter means that excavations will be conducted so that the proposed 
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structure will be built on the same level as the existing ablution facility (Figure 3 and 
Plate 3). 
 
The study area was accessed by vehicle by travelling north from Plettenberg Bay on 
the N2 and by taking the Keurboomstrand turnoff (see red directional arrows in 
Figure 1).  The parking area on which the proposed activity will be sited is to the right 
of the road some 4km after turning from the N2.  Mr Craig Bester of bluepebble– 
independent environmental agency escorted the author to the study area after which 
the study was conducted independently.   
 
 
4.  Site Inspection and Results 
 
During the site inspection, survey tracks were fixed with a hand held Garmin Camo 
GPS to record the search area (Figure 4).  Photo localities were also fixed by GPS 
(Figure 4 and Plates 1 through 3).  Digital audio notes and a high quality, 
comprehensive digital photographic record were also made (full data set available 
from author).  Localities of photographs are established by matching the numbers on 
photographs with those of waypoints in Figure 4.  Directions of views are indicated 
with compass bearing names like E is east; WSW is west south west, and so on.  
Bearing names on panoramic views indicate the bearing at the position of the label.   
 
On 19 April 2011, in approximately 1 hour of survey, an area of about 1.6ha was 
covered.  Attention was paid to heritage related resources in general as defined 
under “cultural significance” in the NHRA.   
 
No heritage related resources were identified in the studied area and the only area 
that will be impacted by the proposed activity is already significantly disturbed by 
recent human related activities as detailed above.  The only concern involves the 
potential occurrence of palaeontological materials in shale deposits underlying the 
area to be excavated for the construction of the proposed first aid room.  Although 
the parking area consists of compacted fill that reaches a depth of at least 2m in 
places, the excavations for the proposed activity may reach shale deposits 
underlying the parking area (Plates 2 and 3 [10]).  Therefore, shale deposits – which 
may be fossiliferous – could be impacted by construction activities. 
 
 
5.  Recommendations 
 
Because potentially fossiliferous shale deposits may be impacted by construction 
activities, it is recommended that either a Palaeontological Impact Assessment 
(desktop study) should be conducted or that earthmoving activities should be 
monitored by a professional palaeontologist or suitably qualified zoo-archaeologist.   
 
Apart from this, no further heritage related investigations are needed and there are 
no objections to the proposed activity. 
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Figures and Plates (on following pages)  
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Figure 1. General location of study area, Plettenberg Bay, Western Cape Province.  Map courtesy of the Chief Directorate Surveys and Mapping (CDSM). 
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Figure 2. Enlarged area indicated in Figure 1 showing the Draft Site Plan for the proposed activity. Courtesy bluepebble– independent environmental 
agency. 
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Figure 3.  Specifications for the proposed new first aid room at Keurbooms Beach.  Courtesy bluepebble– independent environmental agency. 
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Figure 4.  Enlarged area indicated in Figure 1 showing survey tracks (red) and locality of waypoints overlaid on Google Earth image (coordinate data are 
available from the author).  See Plates 1 through 3.  Inset shows the approximate location of the proposed activity on the existing car park and as overlaid on 

Google Earth image. 
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Plate 1.  Examples of the surrounding environment, geological sediments, topography, vegetation cover and existing structures (see Figure 4). 
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Plate 2. Examples of shale deposits, existing structures, shale underlying car park (7) and fill underlying car park (see Figure 4).  
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Plate 3.  Car park and ablution facility (9, 12 & 13) and profile of excavation through fill for ablution facility (9 & 10; see Figure 4).  


