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{NTRODUCTION

The third and final secason of contract work st Doo
4as oarried out between 8 and 14 August 19384.

The aim of this final season waa to remove a
seven square metres of deposit from the midden
Doorspring 16 (DSP 18). The previous exoavation
gingle square at this site revealed that it wasm
different from the 17 other sites sampled st Door
These other sites were all fairly homogensous,
dominated wmiddens with very low artefsct counts
also tendsd to show a homogeneity of occupsmtion
their individuul as well as collective eequences.
in contrast, showed strutified evidence of two dis
different types of deposit and materiaml cultural
within =a single site. The gqualitative and quant
differences too, not only between the upper and
sections of the seqguence of DSP 18 itself, bu
between the lower SSWS levels of DSP 18 and the o
sites sampled, suggested not only clear differen
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the likelihood +that the S5WS layers represent
vurlier occupamtion that found at any of the other

samnpled.

THE EXCAVATION

The area sampled during this semson wus adjacent
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square excavated during the previouo ceason, and forma =

L-shaped trench running roughly east/west for 5

metres,

with & further 2 metres orientated north/south removed st

tho ecastern end of the long trench.

What the excavation reveeled was that the depo
DSP 18 iwn fairly homagenecus saspatially, with wvi
the same sutratigraphic seguence being cnocountered

mll the sguarcs gampled. As far as this seque
concerned, the site can be divided into two
straligraphic units, with a further diviaion dise
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% Fragmented Shell Layer -~ a dense, black
mugsel dominated widden layer,

x Soft Sand With Shell - a soft mm:a% deposil
containing isolated pockets of mainly limpet

shall.

The Fregmented Shell Layer (FSL), can conceivably be seen
to ecouprise the three surface layers of the mFWm.
although it 1is in reality the lowest of the three. The
surface of the site is a thin (i 3-5em) layer of soft
white beach sand, which is in turn underlsin by a soft,
dark brown layer nsmed Humus With Rodent Fmeces (HRF).
Both of the layers were virtumlly devoid of artefacts,
and in their marine shell composition were dominated by
crushed black mussel ashell. Theoe two features of the
upper two layers moke it seem likely that they are
therefuru surfacs manifoctations of tha main shell midden
of the site - FSL.

FSL ituelf, is a denme layer of blmck mussel shell. which
may be part of the same period of human occupation of
this stretech of coastline, as is represented at a number
of the other sites smmpled during the work at Doorspring.
It is even conceivsble that many of these similar mussel
dominated middens sampled st Doorspring may be part of a
single midden that is spread along =much of the creat of
the comstul dune cordon. FEL slopes down gently anross
the site frum west to east, and was found to be thickaest
{(+ 12cm) in the esasternmost squeres of the site - IB and
17. In this area HRF aud Surface are algo at their most
substantial, and together these upper three layers are
Z28cm thick. These surface levels graduamlly thin out as
one moves westwmrd, until in the extrems wezat of the
excavation -~ N8 -~ they are only 10cm thick, =and FSL
lenses out midway amcross this square.

Like the two layers above it, FSL was virtumslly devoid of
any srtefactusl or culturml material. Small qguantities of
bone, and some gquartz pieces wore recoversd, but by =and
large these lavers are artefactuslly sterile.

This is in sharp contrast to the Soft Sand With Shell
(55W5) which underlies FSL. These leayers oonsist of =n
soft sandy matrix, very much like beach or dune sand, =and
have very low shell densities, containing only discreet
pockets of mainly limpet shell. The nature of the deposit
in these levels doesn 't change dramatically through their
+ 80cm depth, except for becoming gradually more sandy,
and shading from & dark btrown colour nearer the gurfacs,
to the orange of the local dune sand near the bottom.
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previous excavation at DSP 16, m:m emount of

factusl, and culturally derived ﬂmwouHMF recovared
Le the ©SSWS levels was of a different order of
jtude to that recovered from the FSL layers. Due to
homogeneous nature, SSWS5 waes once AgRIN removed 1in
of which there wers eight in sequence.

.4 WWME sp its,
" once agein the stone umOOdmww& from mmtm was very

) »:amwmmaw:m. As with the previous .oxomcnawo:. it was

clear that there is a division within w:w SSWS  layers,

probably between SSWS3 and S8WS4. At this leval, the

colour of the deposit can clearly be seen to change from
brown to vyellow/orange, and there ir =a parked change in.
the stone raw material frequency too. In the lower parte
nf FSL isolated pleces of quartz were found, along with
gome more coarse-greined raw materisls, as ennrountersd
previously., In B8S5WS - SSWS3, the dominant stone raw
material is quarte, with fairly substantisl qusntities
being found. SSWS3, however begins to show evidence of
the use of silcrete as a raw matsrisl, and from S8WS4
down, gilcrete becomes incressingly dominent, until near
the bottom of the sequence the stone 1is almont
excluasively silcrete. DBesides the grester density of
gtone f[rom the OSWS layers, as compmred +to FSL, the
qualitative difference is aloo striking. The lowar levels
of S5WS - from SSWS4 down - produced a number of cores,
as well as a number of very unicely finimhed formel tools,
including at leasbl two scrapers, some MRP'w and baoked
pieces including u segment and a backed bladalwt.

The vther culturaslly derived material from S5WS was just
88 interesting, and included o good ssmple of bone. Tha
bone tended to drop off in freqguency in ths lower units
of 5SWS, but this is probably a feature of preservation
rather then humsn behaviour,.

An exlremely interesting aspect of this excavation was
that the last square to be dug NB in the extreme weat -
seomed to be yielding far greasisr densities of bone in
the SSWS levels than were recovered from the same unite
in the other squares, It was in N8 too, that FSL lesnsed
put, and a layar not obviouosly present in the other
sguares was found below FS8L. Although it had been olear
from the start of the excavation that the base of FSL was
sgsociated with the appearance of whole patella shell in
contrast to the mussel shell that formed 1ts bulk, only
in N8 was there a clearly defined Patells Laver (PL) thsat
could be removed as mseparste unit from betweon FSL/HRF
and SEWE. The SEWS levelas of NB also tanded tu be softer
and were brown to a greamter depth than in the other
squares. It is likely therefore, that in N8 we mmy have
evidence of the pressnce of something different tc the
sequence found in the rest of the site.







