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INTRODUCTION

In Deosmber 1993 the Agency for Cultural Rasouras
Konsagement (ACRM) was ocommissionad by Le Cap BProjects ta
undertake mn arohasological survey of a portien of
boorspring Farm e=oma 8 kilometers north of the town of
Lamberts Bay on the Capas wsst caagt. The ajm af the
gurvey was to minimise the negativa impaat af the
proposed Doorspringd developmsant on possible important

archasclogical sites.

The development of the coastal portion of Doorspring 1is
subjeot to an Environmentsl Ixprcot Assessment (EIAY. The
EIA forms part of & rezoning condition imposed by the

Nest Commt Regionml Services Council wand ths Capa
Provinciel Admimimtration %e¢ the propcsad davelcepment of
the site.

Archasological remaliim were found scattered over a wide
} aron of the propozed develcprment site during the survay.
Prehistorioc shell rexaine were widely dispersed in somne
areas (pertioularly among erfs 1-8, 12-16 & 25-30), and
y lane disperssd in others, Some pottery, ostrich egEshell
w pleces and a few mtone flakem, =split cobbles and chunks
Hera also found. A potentimlly importmnt &and notebly
different shell midden ‘site’ was lccated oloss to the
boundary Pence of the Ffarm, on & sandy and vegetated
swerd behind the proposed restauvrant facility whieh Le
Cap Projeat aim= to construct,

ACR¥ recommended that m fisldwork programme bs initimtad
to recover sufficlent smrchasologicsl materiml in order to
Conment on the importance and sBignificmnoe of the
8rchesclogy of Doorspring =snd =e¢ minimise the negative
izpact of the development on ths srcnaeclogical remainm
Presant .
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‘a’ excavation programme commnencad on the 22
Y | i team of five qualified archaesologiats.
n-w-.n-n«.»n three teams, 1-4 meter square saxcavations wWers
.«‘-urwﬂmxo: ameng the erf layout plan of the proposed
..Encmowaeuf sand behind the proposed restaurant facility
_“"H" The aim of the excavation waa to:
m_-wnvau: the number of sites end their lmaation in

rea of the proposed davslopment;
the & etabliah  the

depth and thickness of the
! ohasologionl deposit; .

-.ounwvwwnr the contenta of the sites and the density af
-qn.mnuﬂcpw material eonteainad and

d{ eotablimh the ralative uge of the archaesclogical
deposits. B

fwelve ‘gites’ were asxcavated, numbevad ommww;ww.

. §2 areas of the proposed davelopment were sampled by
whieh entailed thes total or partisl removal
of 18m? and revealed the presence of concentretions of
prehistoric human ocoocupation debris, DSP 10 and DSP 11
proved to be of little interest, whilst DSP 1-8 and DSP

12 merited investigation.

e
amM\HU &n initial 4m2 sample mnrea wag taken from DSF 1,
ta the

" gxcavation,

ed in the &mosuth of the development, adiecent

and above the rosd leseding to the c¢ar
park. Although this arasa would nrot be dirsctly impacted
by construotion sctivitisa it was 2elt necessary to
exoavete here =as well, ®6 Aas to minimize Aany unforeseen
negative impact such as storing of bullding materials,
plant equipment, facilitiee for workera sto. OFf tha 12
8ites identified, DSP 1 yielded by far the best sample of
cultural materimal and food remains, other than mhall.

boundary fence,

The main cccupation level n thim mite is = lank of shell,
approximatealy 18-~Z0om thick, found Just bhalaw the
surface. Bemides marine shell, this laver alsoc c¢ontained
the highcat aonocentraticn of bone found at any of the 12
sitea sampled, Of the terrestrial fauns, the majority of
the bone im that of torteims, although the remainm of
Raphicerus, twa types of carnivore {one lsrge, one
enall), and sneke have mlmo been identified. There is
8lgeo a mtronfg marine oompohent, reprasented by menl,
Penguin, albatroesm, fish and large qumntiiies nt nrayfish

mandibles,

The bone denseities at DSP 1 are in strang contrast to
those of all the other sites smampled, where wvary Jlittle
bone mnd cultural materinmnl wam renscvered.
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mMWWh“\uﬂ:o site 1s looated on the ssaward side of the
rack (outeide boundary) of the propased developmant

a few maters outside erf €. Shell remains up to
n»wa‘ thick 4in & cutting oleose by was tha reagon we
1.9% 4 to sample this srea. A 2n? aren wae excavated up
to 8 depth ¢f 80cm in square Al. The main level of
ocupation is a shell 1lens approximately 2002 thiok,
Mouw:pﬁoa by limpets, with emell quantities of hlaock
pugsel and whelks. A small hearth with charcosl was alao
»no:npmwma. Approximately 15om below tha pyahigtorio
ghell deposit, the daposit +takes on the charsnter of
older (7 raised) beach (mussel dominated and mminly water
worn ahell) with no oultural materiml present.

cultural materisl of interest found at DSP 2 ipcludes
thres unusually large ostrich eggshell beacs whome
diamste> i3 greatar than 8.5sm suggeating that this site
pay be herder in character. Other than the besds wvery
little cultural material was recovered; moms bone and
charcoal and a few pimcea of atene. The arohecoleglosl
depogit was likely formed mometime after 2000 BP.

\.\l!
mm.m“;ve:o Aite wam excaveated in *ha prospectore furraw
ba en erfm 11 and 12. 4 substantiasl megamidden was
excavated sven though the top layers had been rasmovad. A
in2 teast p»it was excavated to a depth of approximately
13C0cm until bedrock. The site is of high silgnificance fobp
palascenvironmental information and changing shellfish
gubsistence wexploitamtien patterns through tixze. This
megamidden could provide informatien comparable to other
megamiddens in the Elands Bey/lLambests Bay redions. The
deposit h=xs wminimal disturbance ir most levels. MNoet
levals were musgcl domnlnated, VYery 1ittle oultural
materiel was recovered. This inasludad o largs rumber of
possibly worked mumsel, acms whelk pandants, stone ohips
and chunk®, and scme bone and chearcoal. & presumed age of
the depoamite is between 4000-2000 BP,

,0u the othar nites ssmpled, DSP aﬂm J(arfs 5-8 & 12) and

DSP 12 (erf 30) are all shallow whal!l middens, uhloh like
DS? | have dapomilu of anything up o + Sam  of overlyins
steriles beach or dune sand, but all oaonly B single or at
most 2-3 relatively thin mein ccoupation levals af 4 15-
25zm thick found Just below the surface. Unlike DSP 1,
ticwever, these sites have cooupatior layers dominated by
bisck mussel shell, with varying Fpercentages of limpet
present. 8msll amounts of stone were found in DSP 4-8 and
Ds? 12, most of what was recovered beesn aplit pebblem and
lizhic manuporta Wwith some quartz pileces. Three placam of
pocitery Were recovered frem DSP 8 and s sandstone grooved

stone from the surface of erf 12, while DEP 7 preducasd
one oatrich eggshell besd.




psp 11 (erf 18) wma shown to ba no more than a murface
goatter of nhell with no depth at a2ll, and sterile axocept
gor shell. DSP 10 (erf 18) turned out tc bs a enloified
prehistoric (Pleigtoceane) beaoh. These twWo sites ars of
1ittle arohaeologioal significence, except that DSP 10
pay be of some intarast to a geologist.

pgf 0 (orf 14) ie interesting in that thm mnrface and
overlying deposits nay reprasent a Rhai hardar
gooupation, while thome underlying reflect mores a San
hunter -gatherer occupation. Several atone ohips and
chunke were Ffound in the overlying units as well as a
apall piece of pottery. One large bead was found in the
tep of unit 2, but the sexcavators balieve it to be
displaced. The underlying units centained very denme
volumes of ahell (mainly mussel) and ars rsflective cf =
San hunter-gutherer ococcupation of pre-pottary period. A
spall amount of hone and informal Bstons, ‘musael
scrapers’ and two mussel gpoons were found in these

layers.

DISCUSSION

Bites DSP 1 mnd DEP 3, ironicelly outside of the arf
leyout plan, eare caonsidered to be of high significance.
. DBF 1 contained the largest mmounl ¢f cultural and nen-
"ghsll foodwaste ancenblages, inecluding stone, bone,
charcoal, an ostrich eggshell berd and pleces of ostrich
eggahall, DSP 3 weaa the only megamidden excavated and

,should provide important comparisona with othar

*megamiddene exomvatsd in ths Elands Bay/Lanbsertm Bay
. region, ae well ez providing infarmatinn of
x.vacmowscwwozse:nm and changing shellfish subaistenocs

exploitation patternm.

b2 N 75 |

P 2 may repregent the remmine of a herder site. Tha
el from here im limpet dominsted (unlike the other
ites which are muEEel dominated), with few stone
artefactg being recovered. Three large ostrich beads ware

regovered hinting that DSP 2 may be ma Khoi sits,
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D5F 8 appearm to contain twe mein levels of osoocupation;
ons leter occunetion by Rhai herdars and an  earliep

untar-gatherar oocoupation.

Conmidering DSP 4-8 wand DSP 12, it would eppaenr that the

prehistorlis populations exploiting this araa n? tha

coastline were vimiting the ocosmstline in emell numbars,

probobly at ragulay dintervale, and leaving behind agmnall,

digzraset sites (mainly shellfish food parosls) dotted
long the dune cordeon above the sam.
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4 furthor 5 days is conmidared necessary to oomplete the
ganpling prugramme at Doorspring. Furthsr test pits will
be oxcavated between arfs 21 and 28. >Hﬁ:ocm:.umm 1 will
pot bs direotly impacted by construstion aotivities, it
s oonsiderad necessary to extract a larger sanple of
prehistoric oultural rexains from this eite. This sita is
py tar the richest in ocultural and non-mhell feecdwaate
apsemblages and some tima will be scheduled to excavate =
jarger sampls from here. Furiher work on the megamidden
will not take place. It im felt a sufficlent eample has
pesn excavated from here wmnd that no further work ie
naceasary. A sufficient amount of madamidden matfearial
repaine in the prospectors furrow for possible research

work in the future.

CONCLUSIOR
Berzed on the initial wsrochaeoclagical excavations at
Doorepring, there 1is no reason why the proposead

develoupment cannct procesad 4in the ¢rf layont plan so far
archaeologically =sappled and proposed by Le Cap Projeots.
Apert from DSP 1 and DSP 3 the sites axcavated so far arse
not considered to be of much significrnde as to prevant

the developmant Prem taking place,
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