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Figure 1. Map showing the position of the Vaalbos site near
Sydney~on-VYaal. The pcint marked "1’ 1is the approximate location
of an abandoned ‘'Bushman® encampment described by Burchell in

1811 and mentioned 1In the text. '2° is the position of two
shelters at Limerock, Ghaap Escarpment (Humphreys & Thackeray
1983), which vielded abundant ostrich eggshell mouth fragments

and decorated pieces.
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cape, who made a va?ié:y'gf woga nrand ceramic vessels (cf. Smith
1785): but ostrich esggshell remainrs do occur on what are believed
to be beoth hunter-gathérer anb’%kstokéliat sites i1n this regicn
- Rugner 1971), and it is concelvable that eggshells may have
served certain categories of herder containerisation in the past.

Burchel! L 1UZ22-4) described arm abandaoned ‘Bushman® encampment LN
what 30pears to havae been

» b2en a rather similar setting to  this
Lcket af large Acacias near Schmidt

Vaa.bas sSLti edrifr,
about 40 wm r: , :n 1811 {(Humphreys 1973).

O examinat all traces of sgecularite were oed
the oQutsiles eggs, OSut none contained this substance
(cf. Humohrey 1is may be taken as ar indicaficn ot
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VAALBOS OES CACHE

Figure 2. A plan af the cache with the dashed linme indicat:ng the
edge of the exposure. Only one of the eggshells found in situ had
an upward-facing mouth. The remainder either pointed downwards or
were positioned an their sides. The latter all face south, but
whether there is any significance in this is unknown.
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'f,:“ye?e}Jfaqureg ‘by some groups un (long r;rjqurngys (Siloeroausr
L9SL:020). Lee cites aMpensonal comminication from Campbell that
o occasion /Gwi turled several hundred eggs 7filled with water at
& sinale locality 1in the rainy seasgn for later dry season use
(1979:123: c¢f. Schapera 1930:143). Dunn (1931:33) records from
hLis Upoer karod travels 1in the 1870s that, while on ths2 move
Bushman would bury an eggshell water
ot "about Z0 miles...near soms mart that
[n this way a supnly would be ensured
alsc aerved other purposes: for holding
L1i:261)3 tar iood silberbauer 17£l:1218];
ostrich eggshell fragments for Les &
delowsky 1%971)}; and far transparting and
pecularite ang ozhre Sande laowsky Ll -
shell 7 specularite was T
rom, e burial near Upingtaon (Rudner .
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%eas?ﬁle Iﬂat the several dot-clustaer @éVlngs at the latter
AMorris & Fourshé 1753), while they might'be construed as
gntoptics a- indéed be a cbﬂflatlcn of entoptic and i1conic fares
(Dowsan 1987}, could well be further examples.

COMNCI_USIUM

There remsain questione for which the Yaalbos cache provides 0o
answers., Apart fror zed 1n ihe above discussian, there
s no wav ot telling s@ly the identitvy of its owners,
what became of Lhem, 1T was that led o this particula-

irg lost or abandaoned in the sand. But the “ind 13 an
le from a category of archaeolo £

A 1Ca
108 nesn dest-oyved before there has been a  chkang
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Figure 1. Map showing the position of the Vaalbos
The point marked L 18 L[he appros.mane
¢ | @ntamsnent described by
s the posi
(Humphreys & Thaoweray
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