
Page | 1  

 

 
  

SCOPING REPORT FOR PROSPECTING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR COAL ON THE FARMS 

UMKOESBERG NO.478 HU, SITUATED UNDER THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF ZULULAND 

IN KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE. 

PREPARED FOR: 

 

COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
 

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy: Regional Office 

335 Smith Street, Durban Bay House, 

Durban, 4001 

Tel: 031 335 9600 Fax: 031 301 6950 

 

DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/11160 PR 

 

PREPARED BY:  

 
 

100 Booted Eagle Street 

Elandspoort 

Pretoria, 0184 

Tel: 081 388 1187 

Email: admin@moepathutsiges.co.za 



Page | 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOPING REPORT 

 

 

FOR LISTED ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH MINING RIGHT 

AND/OR BULK SAMPLING ACTIVITIES INCLUDING TRENCHING 

IN CASES OF ALLUVIAL DIAMOND PROSPECTING. 

 

 

SUBMITTED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 AND THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT WASTE ACT, 2008 IN RESPECT OF LISTED ACTIVITIES THAT HAVE BEEN 

TRIGGERED BY APPLICATIONS IN TERMS OF THE MINERAL AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES 

DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2002 (MPRDA) (AS AMENDED). 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT: Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
TEL NO: +27 78 462 5513 

FAX NO: 086 270 7202  

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O Box 557  

          Rosslyn  

          0200  

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 91 The Blyde, 

              Bronkhorstspruit Road,  

Swartkoppies, Pretoria, East, 0081  

FILE REFERENCE NUMBER SAMRAD: KZN 30/5/1/1/11160 PR 



Page | 3  

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

In terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act 28 of 2002 as amended), the Minister 

must grant a prospecting or mining right if among others the mining “will not result in unacceptable pollution, 

ecological degradation or damage to the environment”. 

 

Unless an Environmental Authorisation can be granted following the evaluation of an Environmental Impact 

Assessment and an Environmental Management Programme report in terms of the National Environmental 

Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA), it cannot be concluded that the said activities will not result in 

unacceptable pollution, ecological degradation or damage to the environment.  

 

In terms of section 16(3)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, any report submitted as part of an application must 

be prepared in a format that may be determined by the Competent Authority and in terms of section 17 (1) (c) 

the competent Authority must check whether the application has taken into account any minimum requirements 

applicable, or instructions or guidance provided by the competent authority to the submission of applications.  

 

It is therefore an instruction that the prescribed reports required in respect of applications for an environmental 

authorisation for listed activities triggered by an application for a right or permit are submitted in the exact format 

of, and provide all the information required in terms of, this template. Furthermore, please be advised that failure 

to submit the information required in the format provided in this template will be regarded as a failure to meet 

the requirements of the Regulation and will lead to the Environmental Authorisation being refused. 

 

It is furthermore an instruction that the Environmental Assessment Practitioner must process and interpret 

his/her research and analysis and use the findings thereof to compile the information required herein. 

(Unprocessed supporting information may be attached as appendices). The EAP must ensure that the 

information required is placed correctly in the relevant sections of the Report, in the order, and under the 

provided headings as set out below, and ensure that the report is not cluttered with un-interpreted information 

and that it unambiguously represents the interpretation of the applicant. 
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OBJECTIVE OF THE SCOPING PROCESS 

 

1) The objective of the scoping process is to, through a consultative process— 

 

(a) identify the relevant policies and legislation relevant to the activity; 

(b) motivate  the need and desirability of the proposed activity, including the need and desirability of the 

activity in the context of the preferred location; 

(c) identify and confirm the preferred activity and technology alternative through an impact and risk 

assessment and ranking process;  

(d) identify and confirm the preferred site, through a detailed site selection process, which includes an impact 

and risk assessment process inclusive of cumulative impacts and a ranking process of all the identified 

alternatives focusing on the geographical, physical, biological, social, economic, and cultural aspects of 

the environment; 

(e) identify the key issues to be addressed in the assessment phase;  

(f) agree on the level of assessment to be undertaken, including the methodology to be applied, the expertise 

required as well as the extent of further consultation to be undertaken to determine the impacts and risks 

the activity will impose on the preferred site through the life of the activity, including the nature, 

significance, consequence, extent, duration and probability of the impacts to inform the location of the 

development footprint within the preferred site; and  

(g) identify suitable measures to avoid, manage, or mitigate identified impacts and to determine the extent of 

the residual risks that need to be managed and monitored.  
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SCOPING REPORT 

 

1) Contact Person and correspondence address  

a) Details of:  
i) The EAP who prepared the report 

 

 

ii) Expertise of the EAP. 

(1) The qualifications of the EAP  

(With evidence attached as Appendix 1). 
 

National Diploma: Geology (Geology, Geotechniques, 
Geophysics & Hydrology) 

Tshwane University of Technology 

Bachelor of Technology: Geology (Engineering 
Geology, Applied Hydrology, Mining & Exploration) 

Tshwane University of Technology 

 
 

(2) Summary of the EAP’s past experience.  

(Attach the EAP’s curriculum vitae as Appendix 2) 

Miss Boipelo Motlhatlhedi is an Environmental Assessment Practitioner with extensive experience in a wide 

range of environmental related projects, processes and applications. She holds a BTech in Geology with 

over 3 years in the industry. She has undertaken environmental compliance (including basic assessments, 

mining permit applications, Water Use License applications, prospecting right applications) and public 

participation processes. Please refer to APPENDIX 2 for Boipelo’s CV which illustrates her competence in 

carrying out the EIA process. 

 
 

 

b) Description of the property.  

Farm Name:  Portions 1,2,3,4,5,6 & 7 of Umkoesberg No.478 HU 

Application area (Ha) Approximately 1144.13 Ha 

Magisterial district:   Zululand District Municipality 

Distance and direction from nearest 

town 

The proposed prospecting area is located approximately 29 
km east of Vryheid along R618 towards Hlobane. 

21-digit Surveyor General Code for 

each farm portion 

 

 

 

Name of practitioner: Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd 

Tel No: +27 81 388 1187 

Fax No.: 086 270 7202  

E-mail address: admin@moepathutsiges.co.za  

mailto:admin@moepathutsiges.co.za
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c) Locality map  

(Show nearest town, scale not smaller than 1:250000 attached as Appendix 3). 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Locality map for the proposed project area.
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Umkoesberg project area is located within the AbaQulusi Local Municipality, under Zululand District 

Municipality in KwaZulu-Natal province. The proposed project area is located approximately 10 km east of 

Hlobane, 54 km north-west of Nongoma and 29 km east of Vryheid along R618 towards Nongoma. 

The Zululand District Municipality (ZDM) is one of the ten district municipalities in the KwaZuluNatal. It is 

located to the north-west of the province approximately 250 kilometres north of the eThekwini Metropolitan 

Municipality along the border with the Kingdom of Eswatini. The District has six major urban areas, with 

Vryheid and Ulundi being the largest, and approximately 866 rural settlements dispersed throughout the 

district. At least half of the district municipality is under the jurisdiction of the traditional authorities, within the 

remainder of the area divided between commercially owned farms and conservation areas. 

Numerous opportunities exist for the economic development of the area. Zululand District is home to a rich 

cultural diversity and numerous sites of historical significance, specifically relating to the Zulu nation. 

Furthermore, the high agricultural potential of the land is considered to be the key to the future development 

of the region. 

The AbaQulusi Local Municipality is located in the Northern part of KwaZulu-Natal Province and forms part 

of the Zululand District Municipality. Abaqulusi Municipality comprises of many settlements, both rural and 

urban, with Vryheid being its main urban settlement/town.
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d) Description of the scope of the proposed overall activity.  

 

Figure 2: Figure 3: Drill site lay-out (not drawn to scale) 
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i. Listed and specified activities  

Provide a plan drawn to a scale acceptable to the competent authority but not less than 1: 10 000 that shows the location, and 

area (hectares) of all the aforesaid main and listed activities, and infrastructure to be placed on site and attach as Appendix  

 

NAME OF ACTIVITY 
 
(E.g. For prospecting - drill site, 

site camp, ablution facility, 

accommodation, equipment 

storage, sample storage, 

site office, access route 

etc…etc…etc 

 

E.g.  for mining, - excavations, 

blasting, stockpiles, discard 

dumps or dams, Loading, 

hauling and transport, Water 

supply dams and boreholes, 

accommodation, offices, 

ablution, stores, workshops, 

processing plant, storm 

water control, berms, roads, 

pipelines, power lines, 

conveyors, etc…etc…etc.) 

Aerial extent of 

the Activity 

Ha or m² 

LISTED 

ACTIVITY 

Mark with 

an X where 

applicable 

or affected. 

APPLICABLE 

LISTING 

NOTICE  

(GNR 324, 

GNR 325 or 

GNR 327) 

Waste 

Management 

Authorization 

(Indicate whether 

an authorization is 

required in terms 

of the Waste 

Management Act) 

(Mark with an X) 

Project Area 1144.13 Ha X GNR 327, April 
2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 

 
 
 

Not required Vegetation Clearing 30m x 30m =900m2 

Area to be disturbed= 
900m2 x 10 boreholes= 
9 000m2 (0.9 Ha) 
 
Therefore, the area to 
be disturbed is 0.9 
Ha/1144.13 Ha 

 

Not listed  

Drilling 0.9 Ha X GNR 327, April 
2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not required 
 
 

Site camp 600 m2 Not listed  
Ablution facilities 30 m2 Not Listed  
Accommodation  Not Listed  
Sample storage  X GNR 327, April 

2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 

Equipment storage 0.05 Ha X GNR 327, April 
2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 

Temporal site offices 40 m2 X GNR 327, April 
2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 

Access roads 300 m2 X GNR 327, April 
2017 (Listing 
Notice 1) 
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ii. Description of the activities to be undertaken 

(Describe Methodology or technology to be employed, and for a linear activity, a description of the route of the 

activity) 

Coal is the commodity that will be prospected. Prospecting activities are expected to last for five years, 

with just two of those years involving on-site drilling. These prospecting operations will be carried out in 

stages, with the results and success of each phase influencing the next. The intended phases in 

sequence are indicated below: 

❖ Phase 1: Desktop studies: All previous exploration records in the area will be re-examined, 

and the following studies will be conducted: 

Literature Review: A literature survey is a thorough examination of previously published and 

unpublished research based on secondary data sources. Time will be spent reading and 

reviewing books, journals, and government papers, among other things. The literature review 

is expected to take two months. 

Geological Mapping: Mapping will be done in such a way that accurate and useful structural 

and geological data can be generated from it, and information gathered from the desktop study 

may be communicated with mapping results. For geological modeling and exploration 

scheduling analysis, these records will need to be collected in a GIS format. This work will 

serve as the basis for a first desktop and surface fieldwork research, which will be continued 

while the prospecting permit application is evaluated and, presumably, granted. This is 

predicted to take two months. 

❖ Phase 2: Invasive Prospecting (Drilling): Prospecting work will include diamond drilling and 

drilling operations will be conducted in order to obtain core samples. To determine the 

material's consistency, laboratory tests will be performed 

Drilling and sampling: Borehole planning will entail the creation of a drilling program as well as 

execution processes to guarantee that drilling is carried out in the safest and most cost-

effective manner possible. The drilling contractor, service contractors, geologists, and other 

technical specialists will collaborate throughout this phase. The planning process will also 

ensure that everyone working on the drilling sites is safe, as well as the environment. For 

suggested borehole locations, 16 core boreholes will be drilled at an average depth of 500 

meters. Additionally, core sampling will be place concurrently with drilling, with selected 

samples being analyzed. 

Diamond drilling with standard equipment and a TNW (60 mm) core size will be used for all 

drilling. Industrial diamonds are embedded in a soft metallic matrix to create the diamond drill. 

The diamonds are strewn over the matrix, and the action relies on the matrix gradually wearing 

away during drilling to reveal more diamonds. The drill bit is attached to a drill stem that is 

attached to a rotary drill. To wash off the rock cuttings created by the drill bit, water is fed into 

the drill pipe. A diamond bit is a complicated device that is usually built for a certain rock type 



Page | 15  

 

and has numerous cleaning channels. The drill drills into the rock with a diamond-encrusted 

drill bit. A larger diameter core is desirable, but it is also the most expensive. The drilling and 

sampling phase is expected to take 24 months.  

 

Sample Analysis: All core samples collected during drilling will be sent to a SANAS-accredited 

laboratory for extensive analysis and metallurgical recovery testing in order to determine the 

quality of the coal. Moisture, ash, volatile matter, fixed carbon, calorific value, and sulphur will 

be measured in coal samples. The sample analysis is expected to take three months. 

 

    

Figure 4: Typical example of exploration drilling (diamond core) and sampling (core logging). 

❖ Phase 3: Modelling and resource estimation: Drilling will be used to determine the extent and 

development of the coal seams, and the data will then be modelled using geological modelling 

software. The integration of various types of observations into 3D geo-models using geological 

mapping data, borehole data and interpretations, and any other field data is referred to as geological 

3D modelling. A geological 3-D modelling phase is expected to take three months. 

 

❖ Phase 4: Pre-feasibility studies: If data from prior prospecting efforts in the area is available, 

prospecting will entail acquiring and compiling it. The data will be analysed and modelled, and the 

results will be utilized to plan and sight more boreholes if needed. After drilling to investigate the 

underlying geological units, the data will be entered into a database and modelled using geological 

modelling software (Datamine). If the initiative is successful, a feasibility study will be done to 

establish the viability of a mining operation before submitting an application for a mining right. It is 

estimated that a pre-feasibility study will take 12 months. 

 
 

❖ Phase 5: Mining Right application: Depending on the results of Phase 1 and Phase 4, the 

applicant will prepare all necessary papers for the application of a mining right. An application for a 

mining right will take 13 months to prepare.  
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e) Policy and Legislative Context  

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION AND 
GUIDELINES USED TO COMPILE THE 
REPORT  
(a description of the policy and legislative 

context within which the development is 
proposed including an identification of all 
legislation, policies, plans, guidelines, spatial 
tools, municipal development planning 
frameworks and instruments that are 
applicable to this activity and are to be 
considered in the assessment process)  

REFERENCE 

WHERE APPLIED 

HOW DOES THIS 
DEVELOPMENT COMPLIY WITH 
AND RESPOND TO THE 
LEGISLATION AND POLICY 
CONTEXT. 

 
 
(E.g. In terms of the National Water Act a 
Water Use License has/ has not been applied 
for) 

 

National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (107 of 1998) 

The entire report was 
written as part of the 
NEMA's Application for 
Environmental 

Authorization. 

In terms of the National  
Environmental Management Act 
an Application for Environmental  
Authorisation subject to a Basic 
Assessment Process has been 
applied for.  

Minerals and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002)  

This entire report is 
prepared as part of the 
Prospecting Right 
Application under the 
MPRDA.  

A Prospecting Right Application 
has been applied for in terms of 
the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act. 

National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998)  Since no Section 21 
water uses will be 
activated as a result of 
the proposed 
prospecting activities, 
there is no need to 
apply for a Water Use 
Authorization under the 
NWA. 

In terms of the National Water 
Act, no Water Use License has 
been applied for.  

 

National Environmental Management Act: Air 
Quality Act, 2004 (39 0f 2004) 

Basic Assessment 
Report & 
Environmental 
Management Plan. 

Dust suppression techniques 
must be used to reduce dust 
emissions from site clearing, soil 
stripping, and building activities 
(including vehicle entrained 
dust). 

National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 
25 of 1999)  

If and when they are 
discovered, all cultural 
and heritage resources 
should be protected. 

If identified cultural/heritage 
sites on the planned site will be 
disturbed or destroyed as a 
result of prospecting activities, a 
permission may be required. 

 
 
 

f) Need and desirability of the proposed activities.  

(Motivate the need and desirability of the proposed development including the need and desirability of the activity in the context 

of the preferred location). 

             
South Africa's mining industry is vital to the country's economy. South Africa has one of the largest coal 

reserves in the world. Eskom currently generates approximately 95% of the electricity in South Africa 

from coal-fired power plants, and before alternative energy production solutions can be introduced on a 

large enough scale, Eskom is fully reliant on coal mining. The demand for coal products is increasingly 

characterized by widely recognized local and international standard quality products, which can be 

traded on both physical and financial markets. The definition of prospecting in terms of the MPRDA 

states: “intentionally searching for any minerals by means of any method which disturbs the surface or 

sub-surface of the earth, including any portion of the earth that is under the sea or under other water.” 
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Prospecting is the physical quest for minerals, fossils, precious metals, or mineral specimens that 

enables a company to survey or examine a piece of land in order to locate a real or possible mineral 

deposit before investing in mining operations. 

In terms of the EIA Regulations the need and desirability of any development must be considered by 

the relevant competent authority when reviewing an application. The reports to be submitted during the 

environmental authorisation application phases must include the need and desirability. Based on the 

available geological data, it appears that the proposed project area could have coal reserves. 

Prospecting will be required to ascertain the foregoing and to determine the type, position, and extent 

of the coal reserves within the proposed prospecting region. Prospecting would also assess whether 

there are any characteristics that may affect the coal's economic extraction. Should coal be discovered, 

the information obtained from the prospecting will be used to decide how and where the coal will be 

extracted, as well as how much commercially viable coal reserves are available within the proposed 

prospecting region. 

Should prospecting prove successful and a resource is quantified, it would indicate a potential viable 

economic activity in the form of mining. Mining will contribute greatly to local economic growth through 

direct employment, future business opportunities, royalties and tax revenues. 

In South Africa, the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources is sluggish; as a result, there 

is still a large demand for coal in the country, as well as worldwide. The lack of coal at ESKOM power 

plants around the country demonstrates this demand. South Africa is reliant on coal for electricity 

generation, with coal-fired power plants providing around 75% of the country's energy. The following 

are some of the potential benefits of the proposed project: 

• The long-term national benefits of a reliable electricity supply, as well as the socioeconomic 

gains that follow. 

• Ensure Eskom has a reliable and long-term supply of coal. 

• Needed job creation and other local, provincial and national socio-economic benefits. 

• Local economic growth in the surrounding areas, as well as for local enterprises. 

• Contractors and other suppliers of products and services will benefit financially. 

 

g) Period for which the environmental authorisation is required 

   The Applicant requires the prospecting right to be valid for a period of five years.  

h) Description of the process followed to reach the proposed preferred site.  

NB!! – This section is not about the impact assessment itself; It is about the determination of the specific site layout 

having taken into consideration (1) the comparison of the originally proposed site plan, the comparison of that plan 

with the plan of environmental features and current land uses, the issues raised by interested and affected parties, 

and the consideration of alternatives to the initially proposed site layout as a result. 
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(i) Details of all alternatives considered. 

With reference to the site plan provided as Appendix  and the location of the individual activities on site, 

provide details of the alternatives considered with respect to: 

(a) the property on which or location where it is proposed to undertake the activity; 

(b) the type of activity to be undertaken; 

(c) the design or layout of the activity; 

(d) the technology to be used in the activity; 

(e) the operational aspects of the activity; and 

(f) the option of not implementing the activity. 

                      
 

(a)  the property on which or location where it is proposed to undertake the activity. 

Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd applied for prospecting right on portions 1,2,3,4,5,6 & 7 of the farm 

Umkoesberg No.478 HU to determine the presence of coal, and whether further application for a 

mining right would be feasible. The location alternative considered for the proposed project include 

the prospecting sites and associated campsite location and access routes. The location alternatives 

were selected based on several criteria, which include the environmental considerations (how 

sensitive is the area in terms of soils, groundwater etc.) and the dependency of the project to the 

required infrastructure.  

(b) the type of activity to be undertaken. 

Description of planned Non-invasive activities 

Desktop investigations will be conducted over the area, which will involve the examination of all 

accessible geological maps/plans, aerial images, topographical maps, and any other relevant 

geological information. Following the conclusion of the desktop research, field geological mapping 

of the area will be carried out, as well as, if necessary, a ground magnetic geophysical survey to 

find any dolerite sills/dykes that may be present. 

Drilling will be used to determine the extent and development of the coal seams, and the data will 

then be modelled using geological modelling software. The integration of various types of 

observations into 3D geo-models using geological mapping data, borehole data and interpretations, 

and any other field data is referred to as geological 3D modelling. A geological 3-D modelling phase 

is expected to take three months. 

Description of planned invasive activities. 

This Prospecting Work Program is intended to determine the size of the coal deposit's area, and all 

relevant geological data will be used to compute the in-situ Coal Resource and the Project's 

economic viability. 

Borehole planning will entail the creation of a drilling program as well as implementation procedures 

to ensure that drilling is carried out in the safest and most cost-effective manner possible. The drilling 

contractor, service contractors, geologists, and other technical specialists will collaborate during this 

phase. The planning process will also ensure that everyone working on the drilling sites is safe, as 

well as the environment. It is planned that 10 core boreholes will be drilled at a maximum depth of 
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500 meters. Additionally, core sampling will be place concurrently with drilling, with selected 

samples being analysed.  

Diamond drilling with standard equipment and a TNW (60 mm) core size will be used for all drilling. 

Industrial diamonds are embedded in a soft metallic matrix to create the diamond drill. The diamonds 

are strewn over the matrix, and the action relies on the matrix gradually wearing away during drilling 

to reveal more diamonds. The drill bit is attached to a drill stem that is attached to a rotary drill. To 

wash off the rock cuttings created by the drill bit, water is fed into the drill pipe. A diamond bit is a 

complicated device that is usually built for a certain rock type and has numerous cleaning channels. 

The drill drills into the rock with a diamond-encrusted drill bit. A larger diameter core is desirable, 

but it is also the most expensive. The drilling and sampling phase is expected to take 24 months. 

❖ Sample analysis 

All core samples collected during drilling will be sent to a SANAS-accredited laboratory for extensive 

analysis and metallurgical recovery testing in order to determine the quality of the coal. The coal 

samples will be examined for moisture, ash, volatile matter, fixed carbon, calorific value and sulphur. 

The sample analysis is expected to take three months. 

❖ Geophysical Wireline Logging 

On specific boreholes, down hole geophysics will be performed to enable for stratigraphic 

correlation, core recovery calculations, and to aid in the interpretation and sampling of the various 

coal seams. Wireline logging entails inserting a logging tool at the end of a wireline into a borehole 

and documenting physical parameters with a variety of sensors. Geophysical wireline logging is 

expected to take a month. 

(c) the design or layout of the activity. 

Because exploration is a temporary activity, only a few permanent structures will be built. 

Negotiations and agreements will be made with the farm owners to use any existing infrastructure, 

such as explorer accommodations, access roads, and other things like workshops. 

Several designs and layouts for prospecting operations were evaluated, and the layout was 

changed to avoid potentially high-impact sensitivity zones. 

To guarantee that less agricultural land is lost, and sensitive regions are not impacted, the 

infrastructure/processing area will be positioned in already affected areas. 

(d) the technology to be used in the activity. 

The diamond drilling technique is the only primary method for prospecting for these types of 

deposits, as well as defining and evaluating resources. These are the chosen activities because the 

technology to be employed cannot be replaced by any other approach. 

(e) the operational aspects of the activity. 

Diamond drilling is the only possible means of recovering probable coal samples due to the 

expected depth of the coal. Trenching is an alternative form of exploration where the proposed 

mineral is closer to the surface and bulk samples are required to thoroughly analyze the proposed 



Page | 20  

 

mineral's existence and economic potential. The trenching approach causes severe environmental 

harm and can be quite costly. For the intended coal prospecting, diamond drilling is the chosen 

operational activity. 

(f) the option of not implementing the activity. 

The option of not conducting prospecting activities on the project site is the 'no-go' option. The no-

go option presume that the site will remain in the same state as it is now. Drilling is needed to 

determine the potential and feasibility of the minerals on the property. Without confirmation of the 

mineral resources available, which can only be gained through drilling activities, there is no future 

investment in a mine. If the prospecting right is not granted, the minerals that are being sought will 

not benefit the local community. If prospecting activities are not performed in order to establish the 

viability of any deposits that may occur within the area, the socio-economic gain, most notably future 

employment and mine development potential, will be lost. 

 

The mining industry is an important aspect of the South African economy. Because the Kwazulu 

Natal Province is one of the largest contributors to the provincial GDP, opting out of prospecting 

activities would eliminate future mining opportunities, lowering the province's GDP contribution. 

Jobs that were supposed to be produced during the prospecting phase will be missed; these work 

chances will be diminished, putting a financial strain on the government because those who rely on 

social assistance will not be reduced. 

The state of the natural environment will stay unchanged; nonetheless, the following benefits will be 

realized: 

❖ There will be no geological or soil disturbances that could lead to contamination of ground 

water; 

❖ There will be no excessive waste generation as a result of the proposed operations; 

❖ The growth pattern of grasses and the movement of micro creatures are not affected by 

route compaction; 

❖ There will be no disturbance of wild life in the nearby game farms; and 

❖ Because no plants will be removed or induced noise from exploration activities, biodiversity 

will not be harmed. 
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(ii) Details of the Public Participation Process Followed 

Describe the process undertaken to consult interested and affected parties including public meetings and one on one 

consultation. NB the affected parties must be specifically consulted regardless of whether or not they attended public 

meetings. (Information to be provided to affected parties must include sufficient detail of the intended operation to enable 

them to assess what impact the activities will have on them or on the use of their land.  

This section of the report gives a summary of the tasks that have been completed so far as part of the 

Public Participation Process (PPP). The PPP was carried out in accordance with NEMA Chapter 6 and 

includes the following: 

a) Identifying major Interested and Affected Parties (affected and neighbouring landowners) as 

well as other stakeholders (state agencies and other parties); 

b) Placement of site notices on farms, and other accessible public areas; 

c) Notification of the application to key Interested and Affected Parties as well as other 

stakeholders in a formal manner; 

d) Consultation with I&APs and Stakeholders, as well as correspondence and response to their 

concerns. This appendix will be included in the Final Basic Assessment; and 

e) Newspaper Advertisements. 

The objectives of PPP include: 

❖ Allows interested and affected parties (I&APs) to express their support, express their concerns, 

and ask questions about the project, application, or decision; 

❖ Provides a chance for I&APs, Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EAPs), and the 

Competent Authority (CA) to gather clear, accurate, and intelligible information regarding the 

proposed activity's or decision's environmental, social, and economic impacts; 

❖ Allows I&APs to make suggestions for lowering or neutralizing negative effects of an activity, as 

well as promoting favourable effects; and 

❖ Allows the applicant to include the needs, preferences, and values of those who will be affected 

in the application. 

The PPP must adhere to a number of essential pieces of legislation that demand public input as 

part of a request for authorization or permission, including: 

❖ The Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act No. 28 of 2002 - MPRDA); 

and 

❖ The National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998 - NEMA). 

Following the provisions of the above-mentioned Acts will enable an Integrated PPP to be 

implemented, hence satisfying the Acts' requirement for public engagement. 

During the process, the following procedures are utilized to create a stakeholder database that will 

be used to ensure that all stakeholders interested in or affected by the proposed Project are 

properly represented. The following were included: 

❖ To verify land ownership and gather contact information, search works and desktop 

searches are undertaken in and around the project area; 
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❖ Responses to adverts in newspapers, public announcements, and site notifications; 

❖ Responses to the Background Information Document (BID) that was distributed; 

❖ Identification and consultation with stakeholders, such as commenting authorities 

(municipalities at the local and district levels); 

❖ Organs of state, other than the competent authority, with jurisdiction over any aspect of the 

proposed project and affected authorities, such as the Department of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries (DAFF), Kwazulu Natal Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 

and Department of Water and Sanitation; and 

❖ Consultations with affected landowners. 

The PPP began on the 13th of January 2022, with a site inspection that involved posting site notifications 

in and around the different farms' fences.  

An advertisement was placed and published in the “The Vryheid Herald" newspaper for the week of 21 

January 2022; 

❖ Site Notices: erected at prominent points on 19 January 2022; and 

❖ Public Notices were distributed to identified stakeholders, landowners and residence (where 

possible) from the 13th of January 2022 and throughout the registration period. 

No public meetings were held at this stage. Arrangements will be made with registered interested and 

affected parties who will register as stakeholders in due course. 
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Figure 5:  Proof of newspaper advertisement (red rectangle).
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(iii)Summary of issues raised by I&Aps 

(Complete the table summarising comments and issues raised, and reaction to those responses) 

 

Interested and Affected Parties 

 

List the names of persons consulted 

in this column, and 

Mark with an X where those who 

must be consulted were in fact 

consulted. 

Date 

Comments 

Received 

Issues raised EAPs response to issues as mandated by 

the applicant 

Section and 

paragraph 

reference in this 

report where the 

issues and or 

response were 

incorporated. 

AFFECTED PARTIES 
Landowner/s 
 Shama Truck Services CC (Portions 
2&3) 

X 
 

No issues have been raised to date.  
 

Nkwanyana Olga Rose (Portion 4) X 
 

No issues have been raised to date. 
  

Labuschange Max (Portion 5)   No issues have been raised to date.   

Noord Vrystaat Graan en Vee EDMS 
BPK (Portion 6) 

     

Welgevonden Trust (Portion 7) 
Mr Tommie Bouwer 
Cell: 083 721 0085 

X 23/02/2022 A phone call was made to Welgevonden Trust to 
notify them about the prospecting right application 
and to request them to register and comment as 
landowners. Mr Tommie Bouwer (representative) 
answered the call and he told us that they sold the 
farm a long time ago and unfortunately the buyer 
did not finish paying. The whole matter is in the 
hands of their lawyers and therefore, they cannot 
assist us in commenting on the proposed project or 
granting s access to the farm for prospecting 
activities. 

Noted. Thank you for your time.  

Lawful occupier/s of the land 
None      
Landowners or lawful occupiers on adjacent properties 

None      
Municipality 
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AbaQulusi Local Municipality 

 

Tel: 034 982 2133 

Email: svdookhilal@abaqulusi.gov.za 

x

x 

13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
municipality.  

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the AbaQulusi Local 
Municipality stakeholders to inform them about the 
proposed prospecting right application. 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

      

 

x 16/03/2022 A consultation email together with BID attached 
was sent to Zululand District Municipality and the 
following comments were received:  
 
Good day Boipelo  
  
I would like to request that if the mentioned 
assessment below is completed and submitted for 
approval please furnish us with the document.  

Good afternoon, 
 
I trust you’re well. 
 
The draft report will be sent to you as soon as it is 
ready. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

Organs of state (Responsible for infrastructure that may be affected Roads Department, Eskom, Telkom, DWA etc.) 

KwaZulu-Natal Department of 

Economic Development, Tourism, 

Environmental Affairs.  

 

X 13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
department. 

 

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the KZN EDTEA 
stakeholders to inform them about the proposed 
prospecting right application. 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

KwaZulu-Natal Department of Water 

and Sanitation.  

 
 

X 13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
department. 

 

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the DWS stakeholders to 
inform them about the proposed prospecting right 
application 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

KwaZulu-Natal Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  

X 13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
department. 

 

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the DAFF stakeholders to 
inform them about the proposed prospecting right 
application 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

KwaZulu-Natal Department of 

Transport and Roads.  

X 13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
department. 

 

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the Department of Transport 
& Roads stakeholders to inform them about the 
proposed prospecting right application 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

Zululand District Municipality 

 
Tel: 035 874 5591 
Email: mbukhosini@zululand.org.za  

mailto:svdookhilal@abaqulusi.gov.za
mailto:mbukhosini@zululand.org.za
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KwaZulu-Natal Department of Public 

Works.  

X 13/01/2022 No response has been received from the 
department. 

 

A consultation email together with the BID 
attached was sent to the Department of Public 
Works stakeholders to inform them about the 
proposed prospecting right application 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

Dept. Land Affairs 
Commission on Restitution of Land 

Rights 

 
Mrs Lynn Boucher 

Tel: 033 341 2600 

Email: Lynn.Boucher@dalrrd.gov.za  

 

 

X 17/01/2022 A consultation email was sent to Mrs Boucher 
requesting for any land claims on the proposed 
prospecting area. The following response was 
received: 
 
Good day 
 
Please find attached letter in response to your 
enquiry.    In future could you kindly address your 
enquiries on your official company letterhead. 
 

 

Good morning Lynn. 
 
Thank you very much for your assistance. Your 
request has been noted. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

Traditional Leaders 
Khambi Tribal Authority 
Chief Mandlakayise Zulu 
Cell: 073 933 5103 
Email: mandakayisezulu@gmail.com  

X 04/05/2022 A meeting was held with the Khambi Traditional 
Authority. 

It was a successful meeting. The tribal authority 
does not have any objections against the 
proposed project. 

Please refer to 
APPENDIX 7 for 
proof of consultation. 

Other Competent Authorities affected 
N/A      

OTHER AFFECTED PARTIES 

N/A     
INTERESTED PARTIES 

N/A     
 
 

mailto:Lynn.Boucher@dalrrd.gov.za
mailto:mandakayisezulu@gmail.com


 

Scoping Report: Prospecting Right for coal on Umkoesberg No.478 HU 

 

Page | 27  

 

 

 
 

(iv)The Environmental attributes associated with the sites 
 

1) Baseline Environment 
 

This section describes the baseline receiving environment of the proposed prospecting area. The 

information in this section is based on EAP’s desktop research, a site visit, and public feedback via the 

I&AP consultation. As a result, the environmental feature descriptions below are a compilation of 

pertinent information for the application area. 

a) Type of environment affected by the proposed activity. 

(its current geographical, physical, biological, socio- economic, and cultural character).  

Climate 

Climate statistics are weather statistics over lengthy periods of time. It's calculated by looking at 

patterns of temperature, humidity, air pressure, wind, precipitation, atmospheric particle counts, and 

other meteorological factors in a given area over time. Weather defines the short-term conditions of 

these variables in a given region; climate explains the long-term conditions of these variables in a 

certain region. 

The average annual rainfall in the area is 723 mm, with the most of it falling during the summer. July 

has the lowest rainfall (3mm) while December has the greatest (119mm). The average midday 

temperatures for the project area range from 20.4°C in June to 27°C in January. The month of June 

is the coolest in the region, with average night-time temperatures of 6°C.  

 
Topography 

The general topography of the area can be characterized as a mountainous landscapes with 

elevation ranging between 1000 to 1360 m.am.s across the different farm portions. The terrain is 

undulating towards the north and flat towards the south of the proposed prospecting right area. 
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Figure 6: Topography map for the proposed project area.
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Geology 

The proposed project area is underlain by the Vryheid formation of the Karoo Supergroup, with some parts 

underlain by the Dwyka group as well as the Karoo Dolerite suite. 

The sedimentary part of the Karoo Supergroup is subdivided into four main lithostratigraphic units, which 

from the base up are the Dwyka, Ecca, Beaufort and Stormberg (Molteno, Elliot and Clarens formations) 

groups (SACS, 1980; Johnson et al., 1996). These are capped by some 1.4 km of basaltic lavas of the 

Drakensberg Group (Veevers et al., 1994; Johnson et al., 1996), the extrusion of which is related to the 

break-up of Gondwana (Cox, 1992).  

The basement to the Karoo Supergroup fills in both the Main Karoo Basin (MKB) and in the northern basins 

is heterogeneous (Hancox, 1998; Bordy et al., 2004a; Rutherford, 2009) and this heterogeneity plays a 

significant control on the nature of the fill, particularly during the early phases of the deposition of the Karoo 

Supergroup. The main crustal scale blocks for the MKB are shown below in Figure 7.  

 

Figure 7: Geological map of the Main Karoo Basin (after Catuneanu et al., 1998) showing the position of the Kaapvaal Craton 

boundaries as proposed by Skinner et al. (1992); modified from Bordy et al. (2004a). 

 
Rocks of the Dwyka Group in South Africa are among the most important glaciogenic deposits from 

Gondwana. The Dwyka Group is named for exposures along the Dwyka River east of Laingsburg and forms 

the basal succession of the Karoo Supergroup. Sutherland (1870) is credited with ascertaining its glacial 

origin and Dunn (1875) introduced the term "Dwyka Conglomerate" in the second edition of his "Geological 
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Sketch Map of South Africa". Anderson (1901, 1904, 1907) documents various aspects of the Dwyka Group 

in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and felt it was an important marker horizon in the metalliferous deposits that 

occurred below it, and coal above it. Dwyka Group lithologies are also well documented by Du Toit (1921) 

and it was his studies on the Dwyka which led to his thoughts on the wandering of continents, and his 

documentation of the supercontinent Gondwana (Du Toit, 1937). An excellent review of the state of 

knowledge of the Dwyka Group in South Africa prior to 1970 is given in Haughton (1969). 

The Karoo Dolerite Suite represents a network of dykes and sills which occur as feeders or tongues to the 

flood basalt province (Walker and Poldervaart, 1949) and are best developed in the Main Karoo Basin. The 

rocks of the Karoo Supergroup were pervasively intruded by these dolerite sills and dykes, central ring 

complexes (Eales et al., 1984; Galerne et al., 2008) and saucer-shaped sheets (Duncan and Marsh, 2006), 

contemporaneous with and immediately followed the eruption of the Drakensberg lavas, as determined by 

cross-cutting relations (Mountain, 1968; Walker and Poldevaart, 1949). Multiple dolerite intrusion events 

occurred in the Karoo, both predating and postdating the flood basalts (Erlank, 1984; Mountain, 1968; 

Walker and Poldevaart, 1949), therefore making it nearly impossible to associate them with any single 

intrusive or tectonic event (Chevallier and Woodford, 19999; Duncan and Marsh, 2006; van Zijl, 2006a). 

The majority of the economically extracted coal in South Africa occurs in rocks of the Vryheid Formation, 

which ranges in thickness in the MKB from less than 70.0 m to over 500.0 m (Figure 8). It is thickest to the 

south of the towns of Newcastle and Vryheid, where maximum subsidence took place (Du Toit, 1918; Cadle, 

1975; Whateley, 1980a; Stavrakis, 1989; Cadle et al., 1982) and where the basin was the deepest. 

 

Figure 8: Isopach map of the Vryheid Formation showing the increase in thickness towards the east (from Cadle, 1982). 
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The stratigraphy of the Vryheid Formation is now described as a succession of five coarsening upward 

sequences which display a remarkable lateral continuity across the entire distal region of the Karoo Basin 

(Cadle et al., 1982). In a complete succession each of the five coarsening-upward sequences starts with 

fine-grained marine facies, which grade upwards into coarser delta front and delta plain-fluvial facies. 

Several coal seams occur in the Vryheid Formation, and these are associated predominantly with the 

coarser-grained fluvial facies at the top of each sequence. These coal seams can be traced laterally across 

the entire area of occurrence of the Vryheid Formation in the MKB; however, some disagreement exists as 

to the exact correlation in the various coalfields. Regional differences allow for the considerable diversity of 

coal types (organic content), mineral matter composition, and rank (maturity) that is found within the 

coalfields of South Africa (Falcon, 1986b). 

 
The project area falls within the Vryheid coalfield.  Historically the Vryheid Coalfield was an important 

producer of high-quality coking coal and anthracite, producing the highest quality anthracite in South Africa. 

It has however been extensively mined and in mid-2014 only one significant mine was producing, as well as 

some ongoing small scale topographic mining and dump reclamation. 

The Vryheid Coalfield is separated from the Utrecht Coalfield by an area that does not preserve coal due to 

Cenozoic to Recent erosion. The coalfield is oval in shape with an east-west long axis. The potential coal-

bearing area extends from the town of Kingsley in the west to Louwsburg in the east and from Nkambule in 

the north to Gluckstadt in the south. The total area of the coalfield is some 2500,000 ha, of which 

approximately 15% is considered to be coal bearing (Bell and Spurr, 1986b). 

The general stratigraphy of the Vryheid Coalfield is very similar to that of the Utrecht Coalfield. The basement 

to the Vryheid Coalfield is varied, being composed of metasedimentary rocks of the Archean Swaziland 

Supergroup, metaquartzites and lavas of the Mesoarchaean Pongola Supergroup, and post-Pongola aged 

granitic and diabase intrusions.
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Figure 9: Geological map for the project area
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Soil 

Soil is not only a support for growth, but also the pedosphere, or center of many interactions between climate 

(water, air, temperature), soil life (microorganisms, plants, animals) and its wastes, the mineral substance 

of the original and added rock, and its location in the landscape. The soil profile gradually deepens and 

develops unique strata, known as horizons, as it approaches a steadystate balance during its creation and 

genesis. 

The desktop information on soils and agricultural potential has been obtained from the AGIS online 

 database, produced by the institute of Soil, Climate and Water. 

Table 1: Generalised soil patterns which occur within the project area 

Code Group Description Agricultural potential 

AC: Acrisols Red-yellow well drained soils 

generally lacking a strong 

texture contrast. 

Red and yellow, massive or 

weakly structured soils with 

low to medium base status 

High 

LP1: Leptosols 1  

 

 

 

 

 

Soils with limited pedological 

development. 

Soils with minimal 

development, usually shallow 

on hard or weathering rock, 

with or without intermittent 

diverse soils. Lime rare or 

absent in the landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low LP2: Leptosols 2 Soils with minimal 

development, usually shallow 

on hard or weathering rock, 

with or without intermittent 

diverse soils. Lime generally 

present in part or most of the 

landscape 

PT1: Plinthosols 1  

 

Soils with a plinthic horizon. 

Red, yellow and greyish soils 

with low to medium base 

status 

 

 

Moderate 

PT2: Plinthosols 2 Red, yellow and greyish soils 

with high base status. 

Agricultural potential relates solely to soil features and ignores current local climatic circumstances and 

limits. Soils are classed as having a high, moderate, or low potential, and they have the following 

characteristics: 

❖ “High” potential soils refer to those soils generally more than 900-1200 mm deep, with medium 

❖ texture, lacking significant structure and without any drainage restrictions. 

❖ Moderate” potential soils refer to those soils either between approximately 500 mm and 900 mm 

deep, or with significant restrictions such as soil structure, lack of fertility caused by sandy texture 

or the like. 
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❖ “Low” potential soils are generally shallow to very shallow, often with rock, or have severely 

restricting soil structure or occur in wetland areas. 

None of the project area occurs within the nationally demarcated arable agricultural land according to 

Section 70 of the Agricultural Act. 
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Figure 10:  Soil class map for the project area.
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Flora  

The proposed project area falls within the Natal Central Bushveld and Natal Lowveld Bushveld (figure) The 

Umkoesberg moist grassland vegetation is primarily undulating, with somewhat steep slopes, while valley 

basins are large and flat, and hilly areas are mostly found around the northern and eastern borders. Tristachya 

leucothrix, Themeda triandra, and Hyparrhenia hirta dominate the tall-closed grassland, which is rich in forbs. 

On rocky outcrops, evergreen woody vegetation is common. 

Floral species which are protected under the KwaZulu-Natal Nature Conservation Management Amendment 

Act, 1999, Act No 5 of 1999 include: Eucomis autumnalis, Gladiolus sp., like Gladiolus dalenii, Gladiolus 

crassifolius and Gladiolus ecklonii, Habenaria filocornis, Eulophia sp, Cyathea dregei, Satyrium longicauda, S. 

cristatum, Corycium nigrescens, Disa versicolor, D. brevocornis, Scilla nervosa and Watsonia confusa. Some 

of these species (like Ilex mitis, Cyathea dregei and Podocarpus henkelii and P. falcatus) are limited to wetland 

areas and Afromontane forest in ravines.Ilex mitis, Podocarpus henkelii and P. falcatus are also protected under 

the National Forest Act (1998). 

       

Figure 11: Vegetation on site. 

The vegetation observed on the project site (as classified by Mucina and Rutherford (2006)) is located on flat to 

slightly undulating landscapes that support various bushveld units ranging from dense thickets of Dichrostachys 

cinerea and Acacia species, through park-like savanna with flat-topped A. tortilis to treedominated woodland 

with broad leaved open bushveld with Sclerocarya birrea subsp. caffra and A. nigrescens. Tall grassveld types 

with sparsely scattered solitary trees and shrubs form a mosaic with the typical savannah thornveld, bushveld 

and thicket patches (Mucina and Rutherford, 2006). 

Critical Biodiversity Areas 

Kwazulu-Natal Systematic Conservation Plan (KZNSCP) 

Systematic conservation assessment is the technical, often computer-based, identification of priority areas for 

conservation. This assessment informs conservation planning and decision-making. Two fundamental inputs for 

the KZNSCP are landcover and vegetation type. The KwaZulu-Natal Systematic Conservation Plan (KZNSCP) 

addresses: 

❖ Land cover. 

❖ The need to identify and map Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs). 

❖ Priorities for conservation in KwaZulu-Natal. 
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The KZNSCP identifies Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) according to irreplaceability criteria and describes 

three area classifications: 

❖ CBA 1 has an irreplaceability value of 1, indicating that no other locations have been identified as 

potential replacements for satisfying the conservation goals for one or more biodiversity features. 

To protect this trait, special mitigating actions would have to be considered. Following the 

implementation of these steps, development in the region may be permitted. 

 

❖ CBA 2 regions support high biodiversity, with irreplaceability ratings ranging from 0.1 to 0.8, 

indicating that other locations have been found as potential alternatives for attaining conservation 

aims for one or more biodiversity features, but not many. 

❖ CBA 3 denotes one or more characteristics having a high irreplaceability value of 2. As a result, 

there are more alternative locations within which conservation goals might be realized. 

Biodiversity Areas, which have not been categorised according to the analysis, are not available for 

wholesale development because valuable species are still there and should be accounted for in the EIA 

process. 

 

As shown in Figure 13, the proposed project area lies in an area categorised as least threatened 

according to the threatened ecosystems. There are no protected areas in the proposed prospecting 

area. 

Fauna 

A number of protected bird species are predicted to be found in and around the project area, however 

none were found during site assessment. These include: 

• Grey Crowned Cranes (Balearica regulorum) and Blue Cranes (Anthropoides paradiseus): 

These species are considered Vulnerable as the population trend is decreasing due to threats 

like habitat loss and illegal removal of birds and eggs. The wetland habitat found near the project 

area is highly suitable for breeding and foraging for these species. 

• Secretary bird (Sagittarius serpentarius) and Southern Bald Ibis (Geronticus calvus): These 

species are classified as Vulnerable as recent evidence suggests the population is experiencing 

a rapid decline due to habitat degradation, disturbance, hunting and capture for trade. Both the 

grasslands and wetlands found in/near the project area are suitable habitats for these species. 

• African Grass Owls (Tyto capensis) and White-Winged Flufftails (Sarothrura ayresi): These 

species are likely to occur in the surrounding area and may occur on site. The White-Winged 

Flufftail species is classified as Critically Endangered as the population is thought to be very 

small and is believed to be undergoing a rapid continuing decline in extent, area and habitat 

quality owing to the high rate of habitat loss and degradation. Protected mammal species like 

Serval (Felis serval) and other small mammals are highly likely to occur in the project area and 

surrounds. Forest areas and wetlands provide important migratory corridors for faunal species. 

All flora and fauna species will be conserved, and all potential impacts will be managed using 

the management framework stipulated in the NEM:BA. 
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Figure 12: Vegetation map for the proposed project area. 
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Figure 13: Critical Biodiversity Area map for the project area.
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Hydrology 

The project area falls within the W31A catchment area of the Mkuze catchments. The Mkuze catchments consist 

mostly of commercial cattle or game farming, with a small area of Traditional Authority land located in the 

southeast. There is a significant amount of afforestation, estimated to be nearly 114 km2 (or 4% of the land 

cover), and an estimated 49 km2 of alien vegetation (or 2% of the land cover). Irrigation of sugarcane is another 

significant land use covering area of approximately 68 km2 (2,6% of the land cover). The only significant town 

in the area is Hlobane that is situated river’s headwaters (Zululand District Municipality Water Services 

Development Plan, 2004). 

The source of the Mkuze River is east of Vryheid with the catchments covering approximately 2,600 km2 of the 

ZDM and experiencing unusual rainfall distribution. Mean Annual Precipitation is high at the coast (about 1,000 

mm/annum), over 900 mm/annum in the high lying western area of the catchments, but only 600 mm/annum in 

certain other areas as a result of the rain shadow of the Lebombo Mountains. The MAR is 147 million m3 /annum 

(catchments W31A to W31G), ranging from 132 mm in W31C near Hlobane to 20 mm in W31G. The total surface 

water resources of the Mkuze system are estimated at 37 million m3 /annum, including an adjustment for stream 

flow reduction activities. However, return flows are limited and are estimated to be 7.5 million m3 /annum. The 

water resources are mostly undeveloped, with only a number of farm dams for irrigation purposes (Zululand 

District Municipality Water Services Development Plan, 2004). 

The major water users in these catchments are irrigation and commercial forestry. Irrigators abstract water from 

run-of-river flows or from farm dams, with the exception of Senekal Estates who receive water from the 

Pongolapoort Dam. 

The impact of the ecological Reserve on the yield of these catchments is uncertain. However, the winter and 

summer low flow ecological reserve based on the desk top method is 2 million m3 for the four driest months and 

11 million m3 for the eight wettest months. This is a very low-confidence estimate that needs refining (Zululand 

District Municipality Water Services Development Plan, 2004). 
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Figure 14: Hydrological map for the project area. 
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Figure 15:  Quaternary Catchment map for the proposed project area. 
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Noise 

Existing on-site noise sources and surroundings include:  

❖ Agricultural activities nearby; and  

❖ Traffic noise on R618.  

❖ Other land uses. 

 
The impact of noise levels can at the high end of the spectrum be physical as well as physiological, but they 

can more often affect communications.  

Noise levels will not be affected from what they are at present. The noise from the prospecting activities will only 

last for the duration of the drilling activities. Drilling activities will take place during the day and therefore the 

impact will be insignificant and for a short period during drilling. 

Air Quality 

Pollutant dispersion and deposition over the region are aided by moist, unstable conditions and rainfall, which 

occur nearly entirely during the summer. Power plants, smaller businesses, home combustion, motor vehicles, 

smouldering coal-discard dumps, and veld burning are the main sources of pollutants in the KwaZulu-Natal 

region. Particulates, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and carbon dioxides are 

among the pollutants emitted by these sources. 

Site assessment of the proposed project area has determined that air pollution sources around the area are 

expected to be of low significance within the application area. 

Heritage Resources 

Heritage resources like Stone Age sites, rock paintings and engravings; stone tools; small, inconspicuous stone 

walled sites from the Late Iron Age farming communities; formal and informal graveyards, etc. may occur in the 

study area.     

No heritage resources were observed during site assessment. Should any heritage resources of significance be 

exposed during the construction or operational phase of the project, the SAHRA will be notified immediately, all 

development activities will be stopped, and an archaeologist accredited with the Association for Southern African 

Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) will be notified to determine appropriate mitigation measures for the finds. 

This may include obtaining the necessary authorisation (permits) from SAHRA to conduct the required mitigation 

measures.    

Socio-Economic profile  

The prospecting area is located within AbaQulusi Local Municipality, which falls under the Zululand District 

Municipality in Kwa-Zulu Natal province. The following information was obtained from Draft Integrated 

Development Plan (IDP) (2022/2023-2026/2027) of AbaQulusi Local Municipality. 

Locality 

The AbaQulusi Local Municipality is located in the Northern part of KwaZulu-Natal Province and forms part of 

the Zululand District Municipality. It is named after the AbaQulusi, a Zulu clan whose descendants live in the 
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vicinities of Vryheid, Utrecht, eDumbe and eNgoje. Abaqulusi Municipality comprises of many settlements, both 

rural and urban, with Vryheid being its main urban settlement/town. Other areas of interest that fall within the 

boundaries of Abaqulusi also include Louwsburg, eMondlo, Hlobane, Corronation and Bhekuzulu. The 

municipality is split into 23 Wards and its geographical cover is estimated at 4185km2 in extent making it one of 

the spatially largest municipaliies in the province, occupied by a population of approximately 243 795 people, 

according to the Community Survey 2016. The population of Abaqulusi has been growing steadily since 2011, 

from 211 060 to 243 795 people, recording and increase of 32 735 people over a 5-year period. At present, 

Abaqulusi Municipality constitutes approximately 27% of the Zululand District Municipality making it the largest 

populated local municipality compared to the other local municipalities within the district. The 4 other local 

municipalities that make up the Zululand Family include eDumbe, uPhongolo, Nongoma and Ulundi. The 

municipality is also characterised as the main hub for the district and is also very strategically positioned, sharing 

its border with all 4 local municipalities within the district, as well as with Amajuba and Umzinyathi District 

families. The Locality Maps below spatially depicts the Abaqulusi Municipality’s location within the Zululand 

District Municipality and the KwaZulu-Natal Province. 

 

Figure 16: District locality map. 
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Figure 17: Regional locality map. 

Demographic profile 

The importance of demography lies in its contribution to helping government and society better prepare to deal 

with the issues and demands of population growth, aging and migration. The statistics and predictions resulting 

from demographic studies can, for example, aid in the development of adequate school systems, estimate the 

required funding for senior services and develop workable healthcare systems. A wide variety of social outcomes 

are impacted by demographic processes and distributions. The demographics within Abaqulusi Municipality as 

per STATS SA Community Survey 2016 is as follows: 

Table 2: Population sizes. 

 

 

Table 3: Population distribution. 
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Table 4:Population composition. 

 

Table 5: Population groups 

 

 

Socio-Economic profile 

A socio-economic profile of the municipality is very critical in assisting a municipality with how to plan and 

properly utilise its resources. It is an important exercise that provides data on three primary areas of concern, 

ie. Social Services, Economic Services and Spatial/Developmental Services. The Socio-Economic profile of 

Abaqulusi Municipality is as follows: 

Table 6: Household and services. 
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Table 7: Household goods. 

 

Table 8: Poverty 

 

Table 9: Educational status. 

 

Table 10: Employment. 

 

Table 11: Refusal removal. 
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Table 12: Housing 

 

 

 

b) Description of the current land uses.  

Land cover information is a crucial reference dataset that informs a wide variety of activities ranging from 

environmental planning and protection, development planning, economic development, compliance 

monitoring, enforcement and strategic decision making. 

Mountainous terrain with open grassland and scant vegetation characterizes the project area. The majority 

of the project area and the surrounding is used for agriculture as a mixture of subsistence, commercial, and 

livestock. 

Land uses within and around the project area include: 

❖ Provincial road R618 crossing through the project area. 

❖ Mining (Uitkomst Colliery, located approximately 10 km south-west of the project area). 

❖ Residential area just outside the prospecting area. 

Residential area, wetlands and mining, particularly the degraded areas, are sensitive land uses in this area. 

 
 

c) Description of specific environmental features and infrastructure on the site. 

The project area comprises of the following environmental features and infrastructure: 

❖ Mkuze river and other wetlands or waterbodies. 

❖ Homesteads 

❖ Provincial road (R618). 

❖ Natural grassland. 

❖ Open bush. 
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Mkuze River crossing through the project area.                     Open bush 

         

Provincial road (R618)                              Natural grassland 
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d) Environmental and current land use map. 

(Show all environmental, and current land use features) 

 

 

Figure 18: Environmental Land use map for the proposed project area and surroundings.
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i) Impacts identified 

(Provide a list of the potential impacts identified of the activities described in the initial site layout that will be 

undertaken, as informed by both the typical known impacts of such activities, and as informed by the consultations 

with affected parties together with the significance, probability and duration of the impacts 

OPERATION PHASE/CONSTRUCTION 

Impact Safety & security risks to landowners and/ or lawful occupiers 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 

Duration of Impact 2 1 

Magnitude of Impact 2 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 2 

Probability 3 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 11 8 

Mitigation Measures 

• The Applicant must enter into specific written agreements with the affected landowner/s before 
accessing any portion of the land. This formal agreement could also include the landowner's special 
conditions, which would make the agreement legally binding. 

• Upon entering or leaving the homestead, all gates must be locked immediately. 

• The vehicles used must be in good working order. All state, regional, and national legislation 
pertaining to road safety and transportation must be followed. 

Impact Vegetation Clearing 
Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 1 1 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 3 

Probability 5 4 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 13 11 

Mitigation Measures 
• Clearing should be limited to areas where invasive work is needed. To minimize soil disturbance, 

cut vegetation rather than clearing it. 

• To reduce the amount of vegetation disturbance caused by temporary access roads, locate drill 
sites as near to existing access roads as possible. 

• Following invasive prospecting practices, rehabilitate all disturbed areas to their pre-prospecting 
state. 

Impact Soil Compaction 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 2 

Probability 4 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 13 9 

Mitigation Measures 

• The ECO must evaluate all areas that have become compacted as a result of prospecting activities, 
and scarifying may be needed to loosen the soil. 

Impact Damage/disturbance of gravesites 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 2 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 3 

Probability 2 1 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 10 9 

Mitigation Measures 

• It is proposed that a 50-meter buffer should be maintained around cemeteries, and no building 
materials should be put near them. The construction camp should be built away from the cemeteries 
as well. 
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Impact Dust/Air Quality 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 3 3 

Duration of Impact 2 1 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 2 2 

Probability 3 3 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 12 10 

Mitigation Measures 

• Gravel roads require all vehicles to adhere to speed limits. 

• The potential for dusty conditions would be reduced by limiting the removal of vegetation and topsoil 
in affected areas. 

• Farm dwellings must be 100 meters away from prospecting operations (including drill sites). 

Impact Noise 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 3 1 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 1 1 

Probability 3 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 11 7 

Mitigation Measures 

• Construction equipment and machinery must be kept in good working order at all times. 

• There should be no excessive hooting or disturbance while operating or traveling near noise 
sensitive receptors. 

Impact Sedimentation & increased runoff 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 3 2 

Duration of Impact 3 2 

Magnitude of Impact 4 2 

Reversibility of Impact 4 2 

Probability 4 4 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 17 11 

Mitigation Measures 

• Because of the sensitivity of the soil layer, the steep topography, and the high risk of erosion, the 
access road should be built during the dry season, and all prospecting should preferably take place 
during this season to avoid run-off and erosion. 

• To delay (or stop) run-off from the proposed access route, all appropriate road mitigation measures 
must be implemented. This is a critical erosion-prevention measure. 

• To slow the flow of water run-off from the road surface, sufficient speed humps and mitre drains 
must be built along the road for every three metres of elevation. All strategies for slowing the flow 
of water off the road surface must be used, and the feasibility of constructing an attenuation device 
to retain surface water and release it slowly into the atmosphere must be investigated. 

Impact Spillage of oils, fuels & chemicals 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 3 

Reversibility of Impact 4 3 

Probability 4 3 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 14 12 

Mitigation Measures 

• Under vehicles, drip trays must be mounted. 

• Any spills or leaks must be washed up right away, and the polluted soil must be properly disposed 
of. 

• Clean-up equipment for spills must be on hand at all times. 

• Big spills must be reported to the authorities, and a professional spill contractor must be hired right 
away to help with the clean-up. 

Impact Soil contamination  

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 
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Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 3 

Reversibility of Impact 4 3 

Probability 4 3 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 14 12 

Mitigation Measures 

• The machinery that will be used in the process will be in good working order. 

• Any hydrocarbon spilled during the construction of the site will be cleaned up as soon as possible. 

Impact Introduction of alien invasive species. 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 2 

Duration of Impact 2 1 

Magnitude of Impact 4 2 

Reversibility of Impact 4 2 

Probability 3 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 14 8 

Mitigation Measures 

• Carry out operations in areas that have been historically disturbed. 

• Identify events that are on the outskirts of an ongoing disturbance. 

• As soon as possible, rehabilitate the areas that have been disturbed. 

• Keep alien plants out of the way of prospecting operations. 

DECOMMISSIONING PHASE 

Impact Spillage of oils, fuels & chemicals 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 3 3 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 4 3 

Probability 4 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 15 11 

Mitigation Measures 

• Under vehicles, drip trays must be mounted. 

• Any spills or leaks must be washed up right away, and the polluted soil must be properly disposed 
of. 

• Drip trays must be used when refuelling vehicles or machinery to avoid spills or leaks. 

• Clean-up equipment for spills must be on hand at all times. 

• Big spills must be reported to the authorities, and a professional spill contractor must be hired right 
away to help with the clean-up. 

Impact Noise 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 2 1 

Duration of Impact 2 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 1 

Probability 3 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 12 7 

Mitigation Measures 

• Construction equipment and machinery must be kept in good working order at all times. 

• There should be no excessive hooting or disturbance while operating or traveling near noise 
sensitive receptors. 

Impact Dust/Air Quality 

Environmental Risk Scoring Pre-mitigation Post-mitigation 

Nature of Impact -1 -1 

Extent of Impact 1 1 

Duration of Impact 1 2 

Magnitude of Impact 3 2 

Reversibility of Impact 3 2 

Probability 3 2 

Environmental Risk Pre-mitigation 10 8 

Mitigation Measures 

• Gravel roads require all vehicles to adhere to speed limits. 

• The potential for dusty conditions would be reduced by limiting the removal of vegetation and topsoil 
in affected areas. 
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(i) Methodology used in determining the significance of environmental impacts 

(Describe how the significance, probability, and duration of the aforesaid identified impacts that were identified through the 

consultation process was determined in order to decide the extent to which the initial site layout needs revision). 

Aspect Score Definition 

Nature -1 Likely to result in negative impact 

+1 Likely to result in positive/beneficial impact 

Extent 1 Activity (i.e., limited to the area applicable to the specific activity). 

2 Site (i.e., within the development property boundary). 

3 Local (i.e., the area within 5 km of the site) 

4 Regional (i.e., extends between 5 to 50 km from the site) 

5 Provincial/ National (i.e., extends 50 km beyond from the site) 

Duration  1 Intermediate (<1 year) 

2 Short term (1-5 years) 

3 Medium term (6-15 years) 

4 Long term (the impact will cease after the operational life span of the project) 

5 Permanent term (no mitigation measure of natural process will reduce the impact after. 

Magnitude 1 Minor (where the impact effects the environment in such a way that natural, cultural & social functions & processes are 

not affected). 

2 Low (where the impact effects the environment in such a way that natural, cultural & social functions & processes are 

slightly affected). 

3 Moderate (where the impact effects the environment in such a way that natural, cultural & social functions & processes 

continue albeit in a modified way). 

4 High (where natural, cultural & social functions & processes are altered to the extent where it will temporarily cease) or 

5 Very High (where natural, cultural & social functions & processes are altered to the extent where it will permanently 

cease). 

Reversibility 1 Impact is reversible without any time and cost. 

 2 Impact is reversible without incurring significant time and cost. 

 3 Impact is reversible only by incurring significant time and cost. 

 4 Impact is reversible only by incurring prohibitively high time and cost. 

 5 Irreversible impact. 

Probability 1 Improbable (the possibility of the impact materialising is very low). 

 2 Low probability (there is a possibility that the impact will occur; >25% and <50%). 

 3 Medium probability (the impact may occur; >50% and <75%). 

 4 High probability (it is most likely that the impact will occur; >75% probability). 

 5 Definite (the impact will occur). 

 

             
SIGNIFICANCE AND RISK CATEGORY DEFINITION 

<-10 Low negative (i.e., where this impact would not have 
a direct influence on the decision to develop in the 
area). 

>-10<-20 Medium negative (i.e., where the impact could 
influence the decision to develop in the area). 

>-20 High negative (i.e., where the impact must have an 
influence on the decision process to develop the 
area). 

 
 

• Farm dwellings must be 100 meters away from prospecting operations (including drill sites). 
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(ii) The positive and negative impacts that the proposed activity (in terms of the 

initial site layout) and alternatives will have on the environment and the 

community that may be affected. 

(Provide a discussion in terms of advantages and disadvantages of the initial site layout compared to alternative layout options to 

accommodate concerns raised by affected parties) 

 
Table 13: Positive and negative impacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impacted Environment Impact Status of Impact 

ESTABLISHMENT PHASE 

Flora & Fauna During site preparation, native natural vegetation 
and plant species are destroyed or lost. 

Negative 

Impact on animal species. Negative 

The establishment and spread of weeds and alien 
invader plants that have been classified noxious 
weeds. 

Negative 

Ground water Groundwater contamination/damage, resulting in 
hydrological impacts. 

Negative 

Surface water  Deterioration of surface water from contaminated 
topsoil run-off. 

Negative 

Air quality Dust emissions. Negative 

Soils Soils are physically disturbed during land clearing. Negative 

Noise Nuisance to the surrounding landowners and 
communities. 

Negative 

Animal disturbances in the vicinity of wildlife 
lodges. 

Negative 

Cultural/Heritage resources Possible impact on historic and archaeological 
resources. 

Undetermined at 
this stage. 

Waste generation Solid waste production (e.g., littering) Negative 

Traffic As vehicles reach the sites, there is an increase in 
traffic in the region. 

Negative 

OPERATIONAL PHASE   

Soils Soils are physically disturbed during land clearing. Negative 

Social Disturbance of surrounding landowners and local 
communities. 

Negative 

Direct employment and development of skills Positive 

Water resources Hydrological impacts are caused by damage to 
groundwater and surface water. 

Negative 

Geology During the drilling phase, rock material is 
physically removed for logging and sample 
purposes. 

Negative 

Noise Nuisance to surrounding landowners and local 
communities. 

Negative 

Cultural/Heritage resources Possible impact on historic and archaeological 
resources. 

Undetermined at 
this stage. 

DECOMMISSIONING PHASE 

Soil Soil degradation Negative 

Noise Nuisance to surrounding landowners and local 
communities. 

Negative 

Air quality Dust emissions Negative 

Traffic As vehicles reach the sites, there is an increase in 
traffic in the region. 

Negative 
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(iii)The possible mitigation measures that could be applied and the level of risk. 

(With regard to the issues and concerns raised by affected parties provide a list of the issues raised and an assessment/ discussion 

of the mitigations or site layout alternatives available to accommodate or address their concerns, together with an assessment of 

the impacts or risks associated with the mitigation or alternatives considered). 

For each environmental component analysed, the following proposed mitigation measures and residual 

hazards have been offered. This report will be made available to I&APs for review and discussion, and 

their suggestions and concerns will be incorporated in the final report, which will be submitted to the 

DMRE for adjudication. 

Disturbance of surrounding landowners and local communities. 

• Ascertain that the construction meets all occupational health and safety criteria. 

• The Applicant must enter into formal written arrangements with the affected landowner 

before accessing any piece of the land. This written agreement should also include the 

landowner's unique requirements, resulting in a legally binding agreement. 

• Upon entering or leaving the homestead, all gates must be closed immediately. 

• All construction and vehicles that use public roads must be in good working order, with 

their load secured. All local, provincial, and national legislation pertaining to road safety 

and transportation must be followed. 

Flora and Fauna 

• Clearing should be limited to regions where invasive work is required. To minimize soil 

disturbance, trim plants rather than remove it. 

• To reduce the amount of vegetation disturbance caused by temporary access roads, put 

drill sites and trenches as close to existing access roads as possible. 

• Following invasive prospecting efforts, restore any damaged areas to their pre-

prospecting state. 

Water Resources 

• A sufficiently qualified specialist must ensure that no drilling or trenching is carried out 

within 100 meters of a watercourse or within the floodline's 1:100 year. 

• To restrict the flow of water run-off from the road surface, appropriate speed humps and 

mitre drains must be built along the road for every three metres of elevation. 

• All techniques for slowing the flow of water off the road surface must be used, and the 

feasibility of constructing an attenuation system to store surface water and release it 

slowly into the environment must be examined. 

Noise 

• Construction trucks and machinery must be kept in good operating order at all times. 

• There should be no unnecessary hooting or noise when working or traveling near noise 

sensitive sensors. 

Air Quality 
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• The possibility for dusty conditions will be reduced by limiting the clearance of plants and soils in 

the affected region. 

• Prospecting activities (including drill and trench sites) should be kept as far away from homes as 

practicable. 

• Speed limitations must be followed by all vehicles using public gravel roads. 

• Dust suppression will also be implemented on gravel roads. 

Soil Contamination/pollution 

• The machinery that will be employed in the operation will be in good functioning order. 

• Any hydrocarbon spilled during the construction of the site shall be cleaned up as quickly as 

possible. 

• Drilling fluids (mud) must be confined in steel sumps, with any spills or leaks cleaned up. 

Waste Generation 

• Any excess or waste material or chemicals, such as drilling muds, must be removed from the site 

and recycled if possible (e.g., oil and other hydrocarbon waste products). 

• Any non-recyclable waste materials or chemicals must be disposed of at a properly licensed 

disposal facility. 

• When the site is closed, all permanent structures must be removed. This will comprise all of the 

site's associated equipment, materials, and garbage. 

• Any type of waste should not be disposed of on site under any circumstances. 

Traffic 

• All vehicles must adhere to the speed limit on site to reduce traffic. 
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Table 14: Significant impact and risk. 

NAME OF ACTIVITY 
 
(E.g., For prospecting - 
drill site, site camp, 
ablution facility, 
accommodation, 
equipment storage, 
sample storage, site office, 
access route 
etc…etc…etc 
 
E.g.  For mining, - 
excavations, blasting, 
stockpiles, discard dumps 
or dams, Loading, hauling 
and transport, Water 
supply dams and 
boreholes, 
accommodation, offices, 
ablution, stores, 
workshops, processing 
plant, storm water control, 
berms, roads, pipelines, 
power lines, conveyors, 
etc…etc…etc.) 

POTENTIAL 
IMPACT (Including 

the potential impacts 
for cumulative 
impacts) 
 
 
 
 
(e.g., dust, noise, 
drainage surface 
disturbance, fly rock, 
surface water 
contamination, 
groundwater 
contamination, air 
pollution etc…. etc…) 
 
 

ASPECTS 
AFFECTED 

PHASE 
In which impact is 
anticipated 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(e.g., Construction, 
commissioning, operational 
Decommissioning, closure, post-
closure)  

 

SIGNIFICANCE 
if not mitigated 

MITIGATION TYPE 
 
 

 
 
(modify, remedy, control, or stop)  
through 
(e.g. noise control measures, 
storm-water control, dust control, 
rehabilitation, design measures, 
blasting controls, avoidance, 
relocation, alternative activity etc.  
etc) 
 
E.g. 
Modify through alternative method. 
Control through noise control 
Control through management and 
monitoring through rehabilitation. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 if mitigated 

Site establishment and 
drilling. 

Environmental life 
cycles are disrupted 
or altered as a 
result of noise, 
dust, and lighting. 

Flora and Fauna Construction Medium • It is important to use 
equipment with low 
noise emissions. 

• Reduce the amount of 
exterior lighting 
needed for safe 
operation and 
incorporate operating 
strategies to reduce 
spill light. 

• Maintain low noise 
levels in accordance 
with local or national 
regulations. 

• A dust monitoring 
system should be 
implemented. 

Low 

Drill site Loss of natural 
habitat/sensitivity 

Flora and Fauna Construction High • Core drilling clearings 
can take place in as 
limited a footprint as 
possible. 

Low 
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• The surrounding 
natural environment 
will not be disrupted 
or harmed if it is not 
part of the layout 
design. 

• The site camps and 
laydown areas should 
be demarcated and 
situated in low-
sensitivity areas. 

• Within disturbed 
areas or areas 
marked as low 
sensitivity, core 
drilling should take 
place. 

• Within 30 meters of a 
watercourse or 
wetland, drilling is 
prohibited. 

• Re-vegetation should 
begin as soon as 
possible after 
clearance, if 
necessary. 

• All employees must 
go through an 
environmental 
induction. 

Prospecting 

operational 

activities 

• Dust 

• Noise to local 
owners 

• Fly rock 

Fauna and Flora Operational Medium • All employees must go 
through an environmental 
induction. 

• During the execution of 
this project, no animals 
may be injured or killed. 

• To safely extract snakes 
from designated areas, 
some members of staff 
can take a snake handling 
course. Because of the 
possibility of 
envenomation, snakes 
can only be treated after 
they have been inducted. 

Low 
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Access roads and site 
establishment. 

Fauna mortality due 
to collisions with 
site vehicles. 

Fauna and flora Construction Medium • All project-related vehicle 
speeds should be tracked 
and held to a maximum of 
40 km/h (maximum). 

• The ECO should keep 
track of live animal 
observations in order to 
track changes in animal 
populations and, as a 
result, incorporate 
constructive, adaptable 
vehicle movement 
mitigation. 

• All employees must go 
through an environmental 
induction. 

Low 

Drilling Flora disturbance 
due to vegetation 
and ground clearing 

Fauna and flora Operational Medium • If holes or burrows are 
discovered at the drilling 
sites, it is recommended 
that you either avoid them 
or, if that is not possible, 
contact a zoological expert 
to investigate and 
probably eliminate any 
organisms that might be 
present. 

• Natural areas, especially 
breeding habitat, should 
be excluded from the 
layout design. 

• All employees must go 
through an environmental 
induction. 

Low 

Disruption/alteration 
of ecological 
life cycles) due to 
noise, dust and 
lighting 

Fauna and flora Operational Medium • It is important to use 
equipment with low noise 
emissions. 

• A dust monitoring system 
should be implemented. 

• Reduce the amount of 
exterior lighting needed for 
safe operation and 
incorporate operating 
strategies to reduce spill 
light. 

Low 
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• Maintain low noise levels 
in accordance with local or 
national regulations. 

Alien Invasive 
species 
management 

Fauna and flora Operational Medium • All employees must go 
through an environmental 
induction. 

• Both phases of the 
planned operation should 
include alien vegetation 
monitoring. 

• The spread of alien flora 
into natural areas should 
be managed and 
disturbance of natural 
areas should be avoided. 

• Continuous monitoring of 
alien and invasive flora 
growth and spread, 
combined with an adaptive 
management approach to 
identify appropriate control 
mechanisms (e.g. 
mechanical, chemical or 
biological control). For this 
project, mechanical 
control is favoured. 

• Before accessing natural 
areas, vehicles and 
machinery should be 
cleaned to clear significant 
deposits of foreign soils 
and plant material brought 
in from abroad. 

Low 

 Loss of wetland 
habitat. 

Aquatic and 
wetlands 

Operational High • A water use licence may 
be issued if prospecting 
activities are carried out 
within a watercourse or 
buffer area as defined by 
a wetland specialist. 

• When traveling to drilling 
sites, it is important to 
avoid driving through 
wetland areas. 

• All wetlands and 
associated 30 m buffer 
areas should be avoided. 

Low 
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• If at all practicable, soil 
disruption and vegetation 
clearing at drill pad areas 
should be kept to a bare 
minimum. 

 Hydrocarbon 
spillage 

Aquatic and 
wetlands 

Operational High • Vehicles and facilities 
must be serviced and 
repaired on a regular 
basis. 

• To avoid spills, refueling 
vehicles and equipment 
should be conducted with 
caution. 

• Each site where 
prospecting activities are 
taking place must have a 
spill kit on hand. 

• To avoid further 
contamination, any spills 
must be washed up right 
away. 

Low 

Destruction of 
graves/graveyards 

Heritage/cultural 
resources. 

Construction/operational Medium During prospecting activities, 
avoid destroying or damaging 
any graves or graveyards. In 
situ protection is required for 
all graves/graveyards. 

Low 

Social Temporary job 
creation 

Socio-economic Operational Positive  Positive 

Determining 
viability of 
economic 
resources. 

Socio-economic Operational Positive  Positive 

Growth and 
investment in the 
local economy. 

Socio-economic Operational Positive Drilling contractors must rely 
on local businesses to meet 
their needs (such as lodging 
and food) while drilling. 

Positive 

Drilling and 
decommissioning 

Disturbance of local 
owner’s daily 
activities. 

Socio-economic Operational/decommissioning Medium • Personnel are not allowed 
on other premises unless 
they have been granted 
permission. 

• There will be no disruption 
to normal farm operations. 

• If required, compensate 
the landowner. 

Low 
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Drilling Local communities Socio-economic Operational/decommissioning Medium • Personnel are not allowed 
on other premises unless 
they have been granted 
permission. 

• Avoid conflict with 
surrounding landowners 

Low 

Drilling Hydrocarbon and 
other chemical 
spillage 

Groundwater Operational/decommissioning Medium/High • Vehicles/machinery 
should not be stored or 
serviced near 
wetlands/watercourses. 

• Vehicles and equipment 
should be serviced on a 
regular basis. 

• Groundwater monitoring to 
be carried out during the 
drilling process. 

Low 

Drilling Vehicle movements 
& drilling activities. 

Dust emissions Operational Medium • To mitigate the impact of 
dust emissions, vegetation 
will be removed as little as 
possible during stripping. 

• If the amount of dust 
released exceeds the 
ambient level, dust 
monitoring is required. 

Low 

Drilling Removal of 
possible ore 
material and 
geological 
formations on a 
permanent basis 

Geology Operational High • Cores that were drilled as 
material for drill hole 
rehabilitation should be 
returned. 

 

Medium 

Decommissioning Loss of temporary 
employment. 

Socio-economic Decommissioning/closure High • Temporary staff should be 
trained in management 
skills that can be applied 
to other employers. 

Medium 

 Rehabilitation of 
drill sites 

Fauna and flora Decommissioning/closure Medium/High • The site must be 
rehabilitated to as close to 
its pre-drilling state as 
possible. 

Low 
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(iv)The outcome of the site selection Matrix. Final Site Layout Plan 

(Provide a final site layout plan as informed by the process of consultation with interested and affected parties) 

 
            Final site layout will be provided during EIA phase. 

 

(v) Motivation where no alternative sites were considered. 

Based on historical data and accessible information, the application region has been chosen as the 

preferable location, indicating the potential for economically valuable minerals to develop. Mining 

activities have been carried out in close proximity to the application area, according to the locality map 

supplied in this report. However, additional specific information about the mineral mined earlier, as well 

as the duration and termination of mining, is not accessible for inclusion in this report.        

 

(vi)Statement motivating the preferred site. 

(Provide a statement motivation the final site layout that is proposed) 

Prospecting sites, as well as accompanying campground locations and access roads, are among the 

locations evaluated for the planned project. The site was chosen based on a number of factors, including 

environmental concerns (how sensitive is the area in terms of soils, wetlands, and groundwater, for 

example) and the project's reliance on the essential infrastructure. 

1. Plan of study for the Environmental Impact Assessment process 

During the scoping phase, potential environmental implications were identified, and alternatives were 

discussed. The following section explains the proposed study strategy for the many environmental elements 

that will be conducted during the EIA phase. It's worth noting that the study's strategy will be influenced by 

feedback received from I&APs and other stakeholders throughout the PPP of the Scoping Phase. 

 

i. Description of alternatives to be considered including the option of not going 

ahead with the activity. 

During the scoping and impact assessment phase of the project, suitable alternatives must be evaluated 

and assessed, according to MPRDA and NEMA standards. Engineering designs, specialized 

contributions, and I&AP comments must all be evaluated throughout the scoping phase, based on the 

EAP's professional judgment. The identified alternatives must meet the triple bottom line of 

sustainability, i.e., they must meet the public's social, economic, and ecological needs. The options must 

strive to address the proposed project's major significant impacts by maximizing benefits while avoiding 

or minimizing negative consequences. Rather than minimizing negative consequences, the primary goal 

must be to eliminate them entirely. Alternatives' "feasibility" and "reasonability," as well as the need for 

them, must be decided by taking into account: 

• The general purpose and requirements of the activity  
 

• Need and desirability  
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• Opportunity costs  
 

• The need to avoid negative impact altogether  
 

• The need to maximise benefits  
 

• The need to minimise unavoidable negative impacts  
 

• The need for equitable distributional consequence  

 
As part of the impact assessment, a comparative assessment (of all alternatives identified) will be done 

in compliance with the aforementioned criteria.                             

ii. Description of aspects to be assessed by specialists 
 

Table 15 below lists the features of the selected choice that will be evaluated by the various 

professionals. The following steps will be followed by each specialty study: 

• Identify specific areas of concern based on a thorough understanding of the project and the 

sensitivity of the affected environment, as well as a thorough examination of all issues presented 

by stakeholders; 

• Interact with other specialists as needed to ensure that problems of concern are integrated, and 

an appropriate evaluation is made; 

• Define the applicable laws and regulations for the specific specialist study; 

• Define the baseline environment by reviewing available data from previous studies and, if 

necessary, conducting further field studies; 

• Examine the direct, indirect, and cumulative consequences; 

• Provide mitigation methods to decrease residual consequences to an acceptable level. Provide 

recommendations to address residual consequences, such as biodiversity offsets, if necessary, 

and; 

• Provide detailed monitoring plans where required. 

Table 15: Plan of study of aspects to be assessed by specialists. 

Specialist study Plan of study 

Soil, Land Use, Land Capability and 
Land Potential Assessment 

The study will be conducted by Moepathutsi Geo-
Environmental Solutions and will focus on the following: 

• To define wide baseline conditions and areas of 
environmental sensitivity and sensitive agricultural 
areas, a desktop evaluation of current soil and 
climatic databases was conducted; 

• Examine the spatial distribution of different soil 
types in the target areas; 

• Determine the impact of limiting soil features on land 
capabilities under current conditions; 

• Based on a desktop analysis of current data, 
compile multiple maps displaying on-site 
circumstances, soil types, and land capabilities; 

• A soil classification survey within the focus regions 
and zones of influence to categorize soil into soil 
forms; 

• A manual bucket hand auger will be used to 
conduct subsurface soil inspections and sample; 

• Using the South African Soil Classification System 
(Soil Classification Working Group, 2018), classify 
the major soil types. 
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• Compile a report that includes the results of the 
desktop study as well as a description of the field 
assessment's findings; and 

• Provide mitigation measures and management 
procedures that should be implemented in order to 
comply with applicable laws. 

Surface Water Assessment Surface water assessment will be conducted by Tale 
Enviro Consulting and will focus on the following:  

• Conduct a baseline and situational analysis, 
which should include the following: 

o Characterisation of rainfall, 
evaporation data and design storm 
intensities; 

o Characterization of the site's baseline 
hydrology; 

o a review of the data on water quality 
that is currently available; and 

o Review of topographical and 
geotechnical conditions, as well as 
present and future layout, based on 
client input and conclusions during the 
site visit 

• Creating a conceptual stormwater 
management strategy, which includes: 

o Classification of clean and filthy water, 
catchment delineation, and 
stormwater routing; 

o Hydraulic calculations for conveyance 
infrastructure, including peak flow 
estimation and hydraulic sizing of 
channels, kerbs, culverts, and silt 
traps; 

o Pollution Control Dams (PCDs) sizing 
using a daily time step approach; 

o Stormwater infrastructure conceptual 
designs, such as channels, culverts, 
kerbing, silt traps, PCDs, and 
spillways. 

o Recommendations for more effort to 
build precise stormwater infrastructure 
designs. 

• Present a qualitative assessment of the 
project's impact on the baseline surface water 
environment, a set of mitigation actions to 
mitigate these impacts, and monitoring 
recommendations. 

• Compile a specialist report that includes 
management and mitigation strategies. 

Ground water Groundwater specialist study will be conducted by Tale 
Enviro Solutions and will focus on the following:  

• Examine all available hydrogeological data 
including: 

o Monitoring data and baseline 
hydrogeology (water levels and 
quality); 

• Numerical modelling of groundwater: 
o The present groundwater numerical 

model will be revised based on the 
source term acquired from the 
geochemical investigation. 

o The EIA and WULA will use the model 
results to determine whether or not 
there is a risk of groundwater 
pollution. 

• The groundwater research will involve a 
geochemical and waste assessment to 
determine the potential for contamination from 
any project residues or waste. The trash 
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evaluation shall be carried out in accordance 
with the National Norms and Standards 
(Regulation 635 and 656 of 2013). 

• Updates to the existing monitoring program and 
identification of mitigation/management 
measures (where required). 

• Compile a specialist hydrogeological report. 

Heritage and Palaeontology The heritage impact assessment will be conducted by 
Heritage Consultants and will focus on the following: 

• A quick desktop analysis and a field survey will 
be used to assess the anticipated 
development footprint in order to better 
understand the project area's heritage 
character. 

• Assessment of the proposed project's impact 
on non-renewable heritage resources and 

• Compile a specialist report that includes 
management and mitigation strategies. 

Closure study and Financial Provision The Closure and Financial Provision Study will be 
conducted by Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental 
Solutions and will focus on the following: 

• Update of the closure plan: 
o Update the closure strategy, 

objectives, and methods, as well as 
design principles and reasons, in 
order to meet the closure goal. 

o To incorporate risks, update the 
environmental risk assessment. 

o Evaluate any long-term latent 
consequences and mitigation 
methods (with the help of experts). 

o Future monitoring, auditing, and 
reporting methods should be 
updated. 

• Update of the closure liability calculations: 
o According to the Financial 

Provisioning Regulations (GNR1147 
of 2015) as amended, updates 
quantities and cost estimates related 
with closure activities (based on the 
most recent mine plan). 

o Identify any knowledge gaps (which 
will be followed up with future 
updates to the closure plan and 
closure liability). 

• Update of preliminary annual rehabilitation 
plan: 

o As part of the anticipated Financial 
Provisioning Regulations, the 
preliminary yearly rehabilitation plan 
will be updated. 

 
 

iii. Proposed method of assessing the environmental aspects including the 

proposed method of assessing alternatives 

                            
Please refer to section (vi) and section 1(ii) 

 

iv. The proposed method of assessing duration significance 
 
Please refer to section (vi) 
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v. The stages at which the competent authority will be consulted 

The EIA report will be created and submitted to the KZN DMRE for assessment and decision-making, 

including comments obtained throughout the I&AP review process. If requested, a site visit and meeting 

will be scheduled. 

 

vi. Particulars of the public participation processwith regard to the Impact 

Assessment process that will be conducted 

1. Steps to be taken to notify interested and affected parties. 

(These steps must include the steps that will be taken to ensure consultation with the affected parties identified in (h) (ii) herein). 

•   Identifying major Interested and Affected Parties (affected and neighbouring landowners) as well 

as other stakeholders (state agencies and other parties); 

• Placement of site notices on farms, and other accessible public areas; 

• Notification of the application to key Interested and Affected Parties as well as other stakeholders 

in a formal manner; 

• Consultation with I&APs and Stakeholders, as well as correspondence and response to their 

concerns. This appendix will be included in the Final Basic Assessment; and 

• Newspaper Advertisements. 

 

 

2. Details of the engagement process to be followed. 

(Describe the process to be undertaken to consult interested and affected parties including public meetings and one on one 

consultation. NB the affected parties must be specifically consulted regardless of whether or not they attended public meetings 

and records of such consultation will be required in the EIA at a later stage). 

The objectives of PPP include: 

• Allowing interested and affected parties (I&APs) to express their support, express their concerns, 

and ask questions about the project, application, or decision; 

• Providing a chance for I&APs, Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EAPs), and the Competent 

Authority (CA) to gather clear, accurate, and intelligible information regarding the proposed activity's 

or decision's environmental, social, and economic impacts; 

• Allowing I&APs to make suggestions for lowering or neutralizing negative effects of an activity, as 

well as promoting favourable effects; and 

• Allowing the applicant to include the needs, preferences, and values of those who will be affected in 

the application. 

The PPP must adhere to a number of essential pieces of legislation that demand public input as part of a request 

for authorization or permission, including: 

• The Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act No. 28 of 2002 - MPRDA); and 

• The National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998 - NEMA). 
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Following the provisions of the above-mentioned Acts will enable an Integrated PPP to be implemented, hence 

satisfying the Acts' requirement for public engagement. 

During the process, the following procedures are utilized to create a stakeholder database that will be used to 

ensure that all stakeholders interested in or affected by the proposed Project are properly represented. The 

following were included: 

• To verify land ownership and gather contact information, search works and desktop searches are 

undertaken in and around the project area; 

• Responses to adverts in newspapers, public announcements, and site notifications; 

• Responses to the Background Information Document (BID) that was distributed; 

• Identification and consultation with stakeholders, such as commenting authorities (municipalities at the 

local and district levels); 

• Organs of state, other than the competent authority, with jurisdiction over any aspect of the proposed 

project and affected authorities, such as the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF), 

Kwazulu Natal Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, and Department of Water and 

Sanitation; and 

• Consultations with affected landowners. 

 

3. Description of the information to be provided to Interested and Affected 

Parties. 

(Information to be provided must include the initial site plan and sufficient detail of the intended operation and the typical impacts 

of each activity, to enable them to assess what impact the activities will have on them or on the use of their land).  

  

The PPP began on the 13th of January 2022, with a site inspection that involved posting site notifications 

in and around the different farms' fences.  

An advertisement was placed and published in the "The Vryheid Herald" newspaper for the week of 21 

January 2022; 

❖ Site Notices: erected at prominent points on 19 January 2022; and 

❖ Public Notices were distributed to identified stakeholders, landowners and residence (where 

possible) from the 13th of January 2022 and throughout the registration period. 

No public meetings were held at this stage. Arrangements will be made with registered interested and 

affected parties who will register as stakeholders in due course. 

 
 

vii) Description of the tasks that will be undertaken during the environmental 

impact assessment process 

The following tasks will be undertaken during the Environmental Impact Assessment process: 

• Specialist assessment and input. 

o EAP will be in charge of managing specialist activities and receiving input for the 

EIA report. Throughout the EIA process, specialists should be kept informed of any 

difficulties that arise. 
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• Environmental Impact Assessment phase. 

o Assess environmental impacts and compile EIA report. 

o Interested and Affected parties’ consultation. 

o Meetings with authorities and affected parties if required. 

o Public meetings if required. 

o Provide EIA report to Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and authorities to 

review. 

o Review of EIA report (30 days) by I&APs and authorities. 

o Collate and respond to comments and finalize the EIA report. 

o Submission of the EIA report to DMRE. 

• Authority review and Authorization phase 

o Review of the EIA report by Competent Authority. 

o Environmental Authorization to be granted or refused. 

• Decision 

o Notifications to I&AP’s regarding environmental authorisation (granted or refused). 

• Appeal phase 

o As needed, the EAP will provide information on the appeals procedure. 

o Consultation during processing of appeal if relevant. 

o Submit an appeal in accordance with the National Appeal Regulations of 2014. 

 

viii) Measures to avoid, reverse, mitigate, or manage identified impacts and to 

determine the extent of the residual risks that need to be managed and 

monitored.  

Please refer to Table 14: Significant impact and risk. 
 

j) Other Information required by the competent Authority 

No other information was requested or required from the Competent Authority.  

 
i) Compliance with the provisions of sections 24(4)(a) and (b) read with section 24 (3) 

(a) and (7) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998). the 

EIA report must include the:- 

 
(1) Impact on the socio-economic conditions of any directly affected person.  

(Provide the results of Investigation, assessment, and evaluation of the impact of the mining, bulk sampling or alluvial diamond 

prospecting on any directly affected person including the landowner, lawful occupier, or, where applicable, potential beneficiaries 

of any land restitution claim, attach the investigation report as Appendix 2.19.1 and confirm that the applicable mitigation is 

reflected in 2.5.3; 2.11.6.and 2.12.herein). 

Directly affected parties will be able to express their concerns during the consultation process. It's also 

worth noting that I&APs, including directly affected parties like landowners, have the option to examine 
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and comment on this report. The outcomes of the public consultation will be included in the final report 

that will be sent to the department for review. 

 
2) Impact on any national estate referred to in section 3(2) of the National Heritage 

Resources Act.  

(Provide the results of Investigation, assessment, and evaluation of the impact of the mining, bulk sampling or 

alluvial diamond prospecting on any national estate referred to in section 3(2) of the National Heritage Resources 

Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) with the exception of the national estate contemplated in section 3(2)(i)(vi) and (vii) 

of that Act, attach the investigation report as Appendix 2.19.2 and confirm that the applicable mitigation is 

reflected in 2.5.3; 2.11.6.and 2.12.herein).                         

 Based on the desktop work completed, mitigation measures advocated in this report include no drill 

site being located within 100 meters of any designated heritage site (which may occur during the 

prospecting phase). If any paleontological or cultural artefacts are discovered, work must cease 

immediately, the site must be clearly marked, and SAHRA and LIHRA must be alerted promptly. Only 

SAHRA's permission is required to resume work at the discovery site. 

 

   
k) Other matters required in terms of sections 24(4)(a) and (b) of the Act. 

(the EAP managing the application must provide the competent authority with detailed, written proof of an 

investigation as required by section 24(4)(b)(i) of the Act and motivation if no reasonable or feasible alternatives, 

as contemplated in sub-regulation 22(2)(h), exist. The EAP must attach such motivation as Appendix ). 

According to Section 24(4)(b)(i) of the NEMA (as modified), an investigation must be conducted to 

evaluate the probable environmental consequences or impacts of the alternatives and to assess the 

significance of these consequences or impacts, including the option of not carrying out the activity. 

Alternatives are discussed in detail in Section (viii) of this report and will be addressed in depth during 

the EIA phase after all expert assessments and comments from I&APs, stakeholders, and competent 

authorities have been received. 

 

l) UNDERTAKING REGARDING CORRECTNESS OF INFORMATION 

 
 
I Boipelo Motlhalthedi herewith undertake that the information provided in the foregoing 

report is correct, and that the comments and inputs from stakeholders and Interested and 

Affected parties has been correctly recorded in the report. 

 
 
__________________ 
Signature of the EAP  

DATE:11/05/2022 
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m) UNDERTAKING REGARDING LEVEL OF AGREEMENT 

 
 
I Boipelo Motlhatlhedi herewith undertake that the information provided in the foregoing 

report is correct, and that the level of agreement with interested and Affected Parties and 

stakeholders has been correctly recorded and reported herein. 

 
 
 
____________ 

Signature of the EAP  

DATE: 11/05/2022 

            
-END- 
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APPENDIX 1: EAP QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 



Scoping Report: Prospecting Right for coal on Umkoesberg No.478 HU 

 

Page | 74  

 
  



Scoping Report: Prospecting Right for coal on Umkoesberg No.478 HU 

 

Page | 75  

 

APPENDIX 2: EAP CV 
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APPENDIX 3: PROJECT MAPS 

 

 
REGULATION MAP 

 
 

 
GEOLOGY MAP 
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LOCALITY MAP 
 

 

HYDROLOGY MAP 
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QUATERNARY CATCHMENT MAP 
 
 

 

SOIL CLASSIFICATION MAP 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
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February 2022-14 March 2022) 
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has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
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No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
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February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
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Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
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Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
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and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
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The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
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and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
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• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
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is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
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Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
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Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
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is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
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Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 
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authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 



Scoping Report: Prospecting Right for coal on Umkoesberg No.478 HU 

 

Page | 107  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day, 
  
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd hereby informs you that Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd 
has submitted an application for Prospecting Right together with Environmental Authorization to the Kwa-Zulu 
Natal Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE), for the purpose of prospecting Coal. The proposed 
project is situated on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm Umkoesberg 478 HU situated under the Magisterial 
District of Zululand, in Kwa-Zulu Natal province (DMRE REF: KZN 30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). 
  
Notice is given in compliance with the terms of: Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No.28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), and EIA 
Regulations (as amended, 07 April 2017) which requires that stakeholders must be notified of Bashomi Mineral’s 
intention to obtain a Prospecting Right for Coal. 
  
The purpose of this notification is to make sure that your department is notified about the proposed project, and 
you are given the opportunity to: 

• Register as Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs); 
• Raise issues and/or concerns and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits; 
• Contribute to local knowledge; 
• Comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Plan report 

(EMPr); and 
• Inform any other person/organization 

  
Moepathutsi Geo-Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Bashomi Minerals (Pty) Ltd as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake and manage the environmental 
authorization process, by conducting Public Participation Process (PPP) ,Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compile Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan report for the proposed project. 
  
Please find the attached Background Information Document (BID) for detailed description of the project 
and timelines. A draft BAR & EMPr will be made available to you through email, hand delivery or courier once it 
is ready, to address your issues, concerns, comments or questions you might have during the review period (11 
February 2022-14 March 2022) 
  
Should you need any clarity on the attached document or have any queries with regards to the proposed project, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Good day,  
 
I trust this email finds you well. 
 
You are kindly receiving this email as an enquiry for any possible land claims on portions 1,2,3,5,6 & 7 of the farm 
Umkoesberg 478 HU situated in the Magisterial District of Zululand in Kwa-Zulu Natal Province (DMRE REF: 
KZN30/5/1/1/2/11160 PR). Kindly review the attached BID for detailed description of the project.  
 
The purpose of this enquiry is to ensure that the claimants are notified about the proposed project and are given the 
opportunity to: -  
 
o Register as I&APs and respond to the environmental compliance process;  
o Raise issues of concern and provide suggestions for enhanced benefits;  

o Contribute to local Knowledge;  

o Comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and Environmental Management Program (EMP), and;  

o Inform any other person/organization that they may feel should be informed about the proposed project.  
 
Thank you for taking your time to read this email, your assistance will be highly appreciated.  
 
Kind Regards, 
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APPENDIX 8: PROOF OF NEWSPAPER 
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APPENDIX 9: PROOF OF PLACING SITE NOTICES 
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APPENDIX 10: PROOF OF SITE ASSESSMENT 

          

         


