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Attention Bernadet Pawandiwa 

 

Heritage Scoping Report 

 

Proposed establishment of Eshowe Gardens Multi-Purpose Retail and Office Park 

Umlalazi LM, King Cetshwayo DM, KwaZulu-Natal 

 

Project Area and Project description1  

 

Stott, Milton and Conway Professional Land Surveyors have been appointed by the Umlalazi Local Municipality to 

consolidate various erven and undertake a basic assessment report (BAR) as part of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Process required for authorisation for the establishment of a multi-purpose retail and office park in 

Eshowe, to be known as Eshowe Gardens.  

 

The proposed consolidations are as follows:  

THE SUBDIVISION OF THE REMAINDER OF ERF 413 ESHOWE INTO PROPOSED PORTION 3 OF ERF 413 

ESHOWE; 

THE SUBDIVISION OF THE REMAINDER OF ERF 8739 ESHOWE (TOWNLANDS) INTO PROPOSED PORTION 

'A' OF ESHOWE TOWNLANDS NO. 8739; AND, 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF PROPOSED PORTION 3 OF ERF 431 ESHOWE AND PROPOSED PORTION 'A' OF 

ESHOWE TOWNLANDS NO. 8739 TO FORM CONSOLIDATED ERF 'B' OF ESHOWE. 

 
(See Layout Plan.pdf loaded to SAHRIS Case File). 

 

Observations 

 

eThembeni staff inspected the site on 18 April 2018 with a confirmation revisit on 21 July. The proposed multi-

purpose retail and office park will be located within and adjacent to what was previously the railway reserve of a cane 

transporting railway line that ran through the town and then skirted to the west to terminate at a siding a few 

kilometres beyond the township boundary (see Figure 1). A railway turntable or wheelhouse2 and loading platforms 

were also located within the area of the proposed retail and office park. 

 

 

                                                      
1 Information provided by Stott, Milton & Conway Professional Land Surveyors who are appointed by the Umlalazi Local Municipality to effect 

consolidation of various erven and conduct a Basic Assessment of the site in compliance with NEMA requirements and the municipality’s 
environmental by-laws. 
2 In rail terminology, a railway turntable or wheelhouse is a device for turning railway rolling stock, usually locomotives, so that they 

can be moved back in the direction from which they came. 



Apart from the broad route alignment of the railway reserve and the remnants of a single concrete loading platform, 

no railway infrastructure or equipment was discernible (see Figures 2 - 4). All had been removed previously by 

SAR&H3 or pilfered by scrap metal collectors. The entire area is physically transformed and covered in a mix of 

pioneer and alien vegetation. 

 

 
Figure 1  Railway reserve and mixed use development area 

 

 

    
Figure 2 Railway reserve (E)   Figure 3  Railway Reserve (W) 

                                                      
3 South African Railways and Harbours, the predecessors to SpoorNet and PortNet 

 



    
Figure 3 Railway Reserve (N)   Figure 4 Remnant of concrete loading platform 

  

Historical context of the Railway 

 

Eshowe is the oldest town of European settlement in Zululand. In its present vicinity, Prince Cetshwayo built a military 

ikhanda to the west of the present town in 1860, and named the place Eziqwaqweni (the abode of robbers). In 1861, 

then crowned as King, Cetshwayo sanctioned the establishment of a mission station by a Norwegian missionary, the 

Reverend Ommund Oftebro. Later the station came to be known as KwaMondi Mission Station (place of Mondi) after 

the Zulu name which was given to Oftebro. 

 

During the Anglo-Zulu War of 1879, Colonel Charles Pearson’s advance on the Zulu capital at Ondini, led the coastal 

column to Eshowe. This column encountered part of the Zulu army at the Nyezane River, but after a short battle 

pushed on to the KwaMondi Mission which they were able to fortify. The forces under Colonel Pearson were 

besieged for 10 weeks until relieved on April 3 by Lord Chelmsford after the Battle of Gingindlovu. After the war 

Eshowe was established as the capital of Zululand and the home of the British Resident in Zululand. In 1887 Eshowe 

became the capital of Zululand and was officially declared a township in 1891.  

 

Largely due to the initiatives of Sir Leige Hulett,4 a pioneer of the Natal and Zululand sugar industry, he lobbied the 

Natal Government to extend railway infrastructure in the Colony. He founded his sugar company, J.L. Hulett &Sons, 

in 1892 and personally raised money to extend the railway line between Verulam and Stanger. From Stanger it ran to 

his Tea Estate at Kearsney, becoming the first and only privately owned line in Natal. By 1898 the Natal Government 

Railway was laid as far as the Tugela River and by 1902 extended to the Umhlathuze River via Gingindlovu. 

Thereafter, the line was extended to the railhead at Somkele near Mtubatuba, to transport bunker coal to Durban 

harbour and fuel the sugar mills that had been established up the coastline.5 

 

Hulett established the Amatikulu and Felixton Mills in 1903 and 1907 respectively. By 1905 work had commenced on 

a branch-line from Gingindlovu to Eshowe, primarily to transport cane to the latter two mills. The line’s upgrading to a 

goods and passenger service however was only achieved in 1915 with the railhead and station located within the 

town centre of Eshowe.6 Due to congestion the cane carrying line was extended to a load siding a further 5 km 

beyond the township boundary in 1925.7 As a branch line however, the goods and passenger service was infrequent 

and most chose to use the more frequently run mainline from Gingindlovu. 

                                                      
4 https://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/sa-sugar-magnate-sir-hulett 
5 http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/files/railway-progress-south-africa-beginning-1915-south-african-railways-and-harbours-

magazine 
6 http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/3f3ca3032.pdf 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_locomotive_history#The_1900s 



 

In 1947 the British Royal Family (King George VI, Queen Elizabeth, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret) 

visited and toured southern Africa in a dedicated Royal train. They were welcomed and entertained in Eshowe by 

Zulu King Cyprian Bhekuzulu kaSolomon. However, the Royal train arrived and was parked in Gingindlovu. Due to 

their demanding schedule of engagements the Royal entourage was transported the 15 miles by road to the 

Governor’s Residency in Eshowe.8 Such was the steepness of the climb from the coastal plain to the top of the 

Ongoya-Dlinza plateau, the train was subsequently moved over many hours to Eshowe and parked along the 

platform at the turntable beyond the railway station. This is the only significant historical association of the line within 

the proposed multi-purpose development area.9 

 

By the early 1970’s rail tariffs had escalated to the extent that the cane farming fraternity had opted for more cost 

effective motorized truck transport to move their crop to the mills. The branch line’s prime function was diminished 

and after wash-aways on the line during the cyclonic rain of 1987 it was resolved to discontinue all services and scrap 

the line.  

 

Palaeontology 

 

The underlying base lithology comprises reddish feldspathic and micaceous sandstone of the Natal Group.This 

lithology is considered to be of low sensitivity (blue) in terms of its palaeontology (Groenewald 2012)10 and therefore 

no further palaeontological mitigation is required.  

 
Recommendations 

 

Accordingly, we request that Amafa allow the proposed Eshowe Gardens multi-purpose development to proceed with 

no further heritage resource mitigation, suffice that the protocols in Appendix 1 are made binding to any Environmental 

Authorisations issued. 

 

Please can you notify us timeously, via the loaded SAHRIS Case File, as to the decision of Amafa in this regard. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Len van Schalkwyk  

Principle Investigator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
8 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukQhFvrz6MU 
9 Pers.comm: Hugh Lee. Septuagenarian and 2nd generation Eshowe sugar cane farmer. July 2018.   
10 Groenewald, G. 2012. Unpublished Palaeontological Technical Report for KwaZulu-Natal. 



 

Appendix 1 

Protocol for the Identification, Protection and Recovery of Heritage Resources 
During Construction and Operation 

 

It is possible that sub-surface heritage resources could be encountered during the construction phase of this project. The 

Environmental Control Officer and all other persons responsible for site management and excavation should be aware that 

indicators of sub-surface sites could include: 

 

 Ash deposits (unnaturally grey appearance of soil compared to the surrounding substrate); 

 Bone concentrations, either animal or human; 

 Ceramic fragments, including potsherds; 

 Stone concentrations that appear to be formally arranged (may indicate the presence of an underlying burial, or represent 

building/structural remains); and 

 Fossilised remains of fauna and flora, including trees. 

 

In the event that such indicator(s) of heritage resources are identified, the following actions should be taken immediately: 

 

 All construction within a radius of at least 20m of the indicator should cease. This distance should be increased at the 

discretion of supervisory staff if heavy machinery or explosives could cause further disturbance to the suspected heritage 

resource. 

 This area must be marked using clearly visible means, such as barrier tape, and all personnel should be informed that it is a 

no-go area. 

 A guard should be appointed to enforce this no-go area if there is any possibility that it could be violated, whether intentionally 

or inadvertently, by construction staff or members of the public. 

 No measures should be taken to cover up the suspected heritage resource with soil, or to collect any remains such as bone or 

stone. 

 If a heritage practitioner has been appointed to monitor the project, s/he should be contacted and a site inspection arranged as 

soon as possible. 

 If no heritage practitioner has been appointed to monitor the project, the head of archaeology at Amafa’s Pietermaritzburg 

office should be contacted; telephone 033 3946 543. 

 The South African Police Services should be notified by an Amafa staff member or an independent heritage practitioner if 

human remains are identified. No SAPS official may disturb or exhume such remains, whether of recent origin or not. 

 All parties concerned should respect the potentially sensitive and confidential nature of the heritage resources, particularly 

human remains, and refrain from making public statements until a mutually agreed time. 

 Any extension of the project beyond its current footprint involving vegetation and/or earth clearance should be subject to prior 

assessment by a qualified heritage practitioner, taking into account all information gathered during the initial assessment. 

 


