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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This report is submitted in fulfilment of the requirements of:  

 

❑ The South African Heritage Resources Agency, Permit No. 3917 (CaseID: 17606), issued 

under Section 36(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 to Mr Henk Steyn. 

❑ The agreement between PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd and Sibanye-Stillwater Western Platinum 

Limited (WPL) for the completion of the Sibanye-Stillwater – K3 Return Dam Grave Relocation 

Project.  

 

To effect: 

• The relocation of 10 graves within the K3 Return Dam on the Farm Rooikoppies 297 JQ, near 

Marikana in the North-West Province. 
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Table 1 – Acronyms used in the text 

Abbreviations Description 

BGG Burial Grounds and Graves 

GPS Global Positioning System 

K3 K3 Return Dam Grave Number 

NHA National Health Act (Act 61 of 2003) 

NHRA National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)  

NoK Next-of-Kin 

PGS PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd 

SAHRA South African Heritage Resources Agency 

SAPS South African Police Service 

SE Stakeholder Engagement 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PGS Heritage was appointed by Sibanye-Stillwater Western Platinum Limited (WPL), to affect the 

relocation of 10 graves situated in the K3 Return Dam on the Farm Rooikoppies 297 JQ, near Marikana, 

North-West Province.  

The exhumation and relocation of the graves took place on 25 April 2023. Doves Funerals (Rustenburg) 

conducted the reburial on the next day, in the presence of the NoK. 

2 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

The project was originally handled by the University of Pretoria (their BA3G unit) and Doves (who was 

involved throughout). PGS Heritage was initially appointed to handle the project's permit applications 

and exhumation phases and was subsequently appointed to take over the project management and 

stakeholder engagement. The original stakeholder engagement process, aimed to identify the correct 

closest next-of-kin of the graves, commenced on 25 October 2015. The next-of-kin (NoK) has been 

engaged and has at the time given written consent for the relocation. Since various factors delayed the 

process (the main problem being the dam being inundated for large parts of the year) , the process 

started anew in 2020.  

 

According to Sibanye-Stillwater Western Platinum (WPL) this is the stakeholder engagement process 

that was followed with the associated next-of-kin for the graves: 

• Respective families raised concerned about the potential impact of mining operations into the 

cultural heritage sites, particularly graves; 

• Various family engagements sessions, both bilateral and collective engagements took place 

with families requesting relocations of the affected and setting out their expectations for the 

grave relocation to take place; 

• Further family engagements took place to clarify the reasons for the delays in the relocations 

of graves; 

• Sibanye-Stillwater objectively considered the demands/expectations by the respective 

families and made commitments to pay the wake fee and cover the funeral expenses 

including other related expenses; 

• The agreement on the wake fee and other related expenses resulting in the planning for 

grave relocation and subsequently the graves relocation executed in collaboration with 

respective families. 

 

Additional to the very prolonged stakeholder engagement process, the following activities were also 

undertaken: 
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• Bilingual site notices (English and Setswana) announcing the intention to relocate the graves 

were erected at the burial ground and mine entrance on 16 September 2015. 

• Bilingual newspaper notices (English and Setswana) announcing the intention to relocate the 

graves were published in the Daily Sun on 14 June 2016, and the Platinum Weekly on 13 May 

2016. 

 

It must be noted that representatives of Sibanye-Stillwater Western Platinum Limited (WPL) were in 

continuous contact with the NoK regarding the relocation process. Copies of the site-and newspaper 

notices, as well as the family consent letters and affidavits, can be made available by PGS Heritage 

upon request.  

3 LEGAL COMPLIANCE 

The process of exhumation and re-interment of human remains in the North-West Province is governed 

by the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) as required by Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999, the 

relevant Municipal laws and by-laws, and Regulation 363 promulgated under the National Health Act 

(Act 61 of 2003) as the guidelines for the handling of human remains. The graves and mortal remains 

of victims of conflict and graves older than 60 years or graves situated in a burial ground not 

administered by a local authority, as well as all graves older than 100 years, are subject to the 

stipulations of both the Heritage and Health Acts.  The relocation of all graves older than 60 years is 

subject to the National Health Act. To comply with the relevant legislation, permissions  to exhume and 

reinter remains and associated cultural material from the graves were obtained from the following 

responsible authorities: 

 

Department Requested Compliance Appendix 

Landowner Consent Letter Permission to 

exhume and rebury. 

02/03/2022 B 

Undertaker Appointment 

Letter 

Permission to 

exhume and rebury 

26/03/2021 C 

Station Commissioner of the 

South African Police Services 

- Marikana 

Acknowledgement 

of proceedings 

23/03/2022 D 

Bojanala District Municipality Permission to 

exhume and rebury. 

14/03/2022 E 

North-West Department of 

Health 

Permission to 

exhume and rebury. 

25/05/2021 F 

South African Heritage 

Resources Agency 

Permission to 

exhume and rebury. 

10/03/2023 G 

Amandebele-Ba-Lebelo 

Traditional Council 

Permission to 

rebury. 

11/03/2021 H 

Batlhako-Ba-Leema 

Traditional Council 

Permission to 

rebury. 

11/11/2020 I 
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4 METHODOLOGY 

The methods employed during exhumation aimed to recover all the remains, minimise damage to the 

remains, to record the three-dimensional context of the remains and preserve and respect the dignity 

of the buried individuals.  

 

4.1 Locating Graves 

In archaeological investigations, surface features and anomalies, such as grave markers (grave 

dressing and headstones) are used to detect the location of known graves (Watson et al., 2020). In 

detecting the location of clandestine graves, where the burial does not contain any surface markers, or 

in cases where families cannot remember the location of their graves, changes in soil and vegetation 

conditions are used as markers of possible burials (Watson et al., 2020). In cases where human remains 

did not preserve the buried grave goods, pieces of the coffin and often only the burial pit itself are used 

as cultural indicators of the burial (Finnegan et al., 2011).   

 

With the influence of colonial settlers and Christianity, graves were buried in an extended supine 

position with the head to the west and the feet to the east (Rose, 1922). Children were typically buried 

within the courtyard, while infants were buried under the house (Huffman, 2010). Within this period, it 

was typical for individuals to be buried in horizontal positions (L’abbe et al., 2006). Often in these types 

of burials, the deceased was placed in a form of a coffin.  

 

4.2 Vegetation 

Burials can be detected from vegetation anomalies within a landscape/site, and include the composition, 

type, size, and colour of the vegetation found (Watson et al., 2020). This is mostly a result of the 

vegetation growing at a site that has been disturbed, for the digging of a burial pit (Watson et al., 2020). 

Specific species of grasses may also grow, in response to the decomposition of the remains and are 

usually different to the surrounding undisturbed soil and vegetation (Watson et al., 2020). This is the 

result of nutrients that are released into the soil by the decomposing body, as well as the influence of 

water retention due to the presence of plastic wrappings in the coffin (Wright et al., 2005, Watson et al., 

2020). In some cases, because the lowering subsoil (which might have a higher salt content) is mixed 

with the surface soil, the growth of weeds instead of the seasonal vegetation is encouraged (Wright et 

al., 2005). All these changes within the vegetation are indicative of subsurface disturbances and 

possibly related to a body being buried.  

 

4.3 Soil  

Soil disturbances and anomalies related to burials are a result of the process of digging and backfilling 

after the remains have been placed in the pit of a grave (Watson et al., 2020). During the process of 
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excavating, the different soil deposits mix, and this results in an excess amount of soil  that is left on the 

surface (also called overburden) (Watson et al., 2020). Since the overburden consists of the mixing of 

the various soil deposits excavated from the site, it has a different colour and texture from the natural 

soil horizons typically found in undisturbed contexts on site (Watson et al., 2020). Furthermore, since 

the soil was placed to the sides of the pit as it was dug, the overburdened soil could be spread around 

the general location of the burial pit (Wright et al., 2005). As the body decomposes in the grave, there 

is a decrease in the organic material found in the burial pit, which leads to cracking and depressions 

which can be observed on the surface soil of the burial pit (Watson et al., 2020). It should be noted that 

the process of decomposition of skeletal remains is influenced by a variety of factors including whether 

the remains were buried in a coffin or wrapped in a cloth, moisture, and water content of the soil, as 

well as the acidity of the soil (Watson et al., 2020).  

 

4.4 The Burial Pit 

During the manual excavation of burial pits with a trowel and brush, it is possible to follow the original 

grave cut. The edges of the burial pit are usually distinguished from the surrounding undisturbed soil 

through the differences found in the colour and texture of the deposit (Wright et al., 2005). The 

differences are visible because the digging brings up the finer subsoil which is coloured differently (has 

a higher mineral content) and is distinguishable from the darker topsoil (which contains humus) (Wright 

et al., 2005). Often the mixed soil also contains smaller rocks and stones. These inclusions assist in 

indicating the break in the natural continuity of the site stratigraphy (Wright et al., 2005). In finding the 

bottom of the burial pit, field excavators also rely on the differences in soil texture. Often the pick, shovel 

and tooth marks of the tools used to open the original pit are visible and can be followed to determine 

the extent and size of the pit (Wright et al., 2005). 

 

4.5 Recovery of the remains 

The excavation methods employed aimed to accomplish the in-situ exposure of the burials and any 

associated artefacts (Nienaber and Steyn, 1999). The focus was on accurate and complete 

documentation (Nienaber, 1997). Various methods for the excavation of graves have been proposed 

by different authors (Hester, 1975; Joukowsky, 1980; Krogman and Iscan, 1986; Morse, 1978) and all 

stress the need for adequate workspace around the exposed remains and a systematic approach to 

the removal of individual bones. Standard forensic archaeological techniques (Steyn et al., 2000) were 

employed throughout the excavation of the graves to ensure the methodical retrieval of all disturbed 

and undisturbed human skeletal remains and associated artefacts. The area was carefully excavated 

and documented in situ using photography and field notes. After documentation, the in situ remains 

were excavated. The loose soil at the bottom of the grave pit was removed and sieved to recover any 

small pieces of skeletal remains or associated artefacts. The excavated area was cleaned using trowels 

and brushes. The remains were carefully removed and placed in body bags and coffins for reburial.  
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The archaeological method, including extensive test trenching to prevent damage to the remains, was 

employed. This approach is mainly like that of forensic archaeology, where buried body cases are 

concerned. The approach was adapted for each situation since graves vary in shape, size, depth and 

content (Nienaber and Steyn, 1999). In this case, the extent of the burial pit was ascertained through 

excavation and observation of differences in the matrix. After the indications of the presence and 

characteristics of the burial pit had been documented, the in-fill was excavated to identify any human 

remains still visible. Removal of the matrix of the burial pit was accomplished through the test -trench 

approach, whereby a narrow trench (25-30 cm wide) is excavated with a trowel to a depth of between 

15 and 20 cm in the lower third of the burial pit (in this instance the lower third usually constituted the 

eastern side of the grave). As no indications of the presence of human remains were observed in the 

test trench, the remaining in-fill matrix, down to the depth of the test trench, was removed with a shovel.  

 

4.6 Presence of human remains 

In all the cases where human remains were encountered, the following methodology was followed: 

 

As soon as human remains were encountered, care was taken to leave as much of the skeleton as 

possible covered, to protect the remains from damage by excavation and to preserve the integrity of 

the context of the skeletal elements and possible associated cultural material. The extent and 

characteristics of the burial pit were then documented.  

 

The excavations continued with the aim of ascertaining the extent of the skeletal remains and the 

location of the different skeletal elements, after which the remains were uncovered, starting from the 

middle, and working outwards. This method again ensured the minimum disturbance of the remains 

and associated cultural materials. As soon as the skeleton was uncovered, it was documented in situ 

and removed. The human remains were removed and immediately placed directly into a body bag and 

then placed into the coffin and handed to the undertaker for reburial.  

 

4.7 Ground Penetrating Radar 

Broadly speaking, two types of reflections are visible for interpretation on a radargram: point origin 

reflections (visible as a hyperbola) and the reflection of dielectric boundaries in the soil (visible as 

planar reflections). There are of course other reflections and noise such as radio wave interference 

and airwaves from surrounding and overhead structures that one must be cognisant of during the 

collecting and post-processing of data.  

When searching for burials, it rarely, if ever, happens that the GPR picks up a reflection of the human 

remains (in archaeology, these normally consist only of skeletal material, if any). The dielectric value 

of the skeletonised remains is normally too close to that of the soil and therefore no reflection is 

visible. What one would normally look for are therefore evidence of the burial pit itself or remnants of 

the coffin, especially if it contains some sort of metal. When a grave is dug through well-defined sub-
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surface strata, the break in stratigraphy may be visible on the radargram, provided that the dielectric 

value of the strata is significantly different from that of the surrounding soil.  

 

Figure 1 - Time/depth slice at 0.2m below the surface showing the individual burials. The blue and 

purple features are areas of high amplitude and in this case, shows the edges of the individual burial 

pits. The orientation of this image is the same as the site layout in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 2 - Time/depth slice at 0.95m below the surface showing the individual burials. The blue and 

purple features are areas of high amplitude and in this case, shows the edges of the individual burial 

pit, albeit not as clearly as at 0.2m. The orientation of this image is the same as the site layout in 

Figure 3. 
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Figure 3 - Site Layout Map of the K3 grave site. 

 

5 RESULTS OF THE EXHUMATIONS AND RELOCATIONS 

5.1 Location of the informal burial ground: 

GPS Coordinates: 

• -25.686806° and 27.448750° 

5.2 Property description: 

• The farm Rooikoppies 297 JQ, near Marikana, in the North-West Province. 

 

On the day of the exhumation, many family members along with the three nominated NoK were on site, 

as well as members of the relevant authorities including SAPS Marikana and the Bojanala District 

Municipality. Representatives from Sibanye-Stillwater arranged and also attended the proceedings. 

Before the exhumations commenced, the family were given a chance to conduct prayers and rituals. A 

priest was on site, at the request of the family, and he delivered a brief sermon and prayer.  

 

Each grave’s surface features were documented (measured, photographed and notes made of the 

general condition). Once this was done for all ten graves, the PGS team removed the surface dressings 
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and levelled the area. Thereafter another member from PGS scanned the area using a GPR. 

Once the above was completed, the exhumations commenced. Three graves (K3/02, K3/04 and K3/07) 

that were earmarked for reburial at the Ramotse Cemetery in Hammanskraal and the one grave (K3/09) 

for the Tlhatlaganyane Village Cemetery, were exhumed first as they needed to be re-buried the next 

day before 10am. 

 

The graves were excavated by hand. However, this proved very difficult and time-consuming due to the 

condition of the soil (clay, which when dry, is almost impossible to dig by hand). At the request of the 

NoK an arrangement was made with the assistance of the Sibanye-Stillwater officials to hire a TLB to 

assist with the exhumation of the remaining graves.  

 

When the TLB arrived on site, the soil was carefully removed layer by layer from the grave pit so as not 

to damage the actual remains. The TLB operator was guided by a member from PGS who continuously 

monitored the excavation of the grave. When enough soil was removed to expose the top of the grave, 

the TLB was stopped and members of the PGS team continued to dig by hand until the remains were 

completely exposed. Only one (K3/04) of the ten graves was exhumed manually in its entirety.  The 

remains were documented, exhumed, and placed in a new coffin for reburial. Thereafter the graves 

were carefully backfilled, and the site levelled. This all took place with the NoK in attendance. All the 

graves were exhumed on the 25th of April 2023. The remains were reburied the next day with the NoK 

present. 

 

 

Figure 4 – General Site photograph of the K3 grave site. 
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Figure 5 - Family praying at the K3 grave site. 

 

 

Figure 6 - Family conducting their rituals at the K3 grave site. 
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Figure 7 - The PGS team removing the surface dressings to prepare the area for GPR scanning.  

 

 

Figure 8 - GPR works in progress before the start of the exhumations. 
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Figure 9 – Exhumations starting at the K3 grave site, with the family in the background under the tent.  

 

 

Figure 10 - Exhumations in progress at the K3 grave site. The subsurface matrix consisted of very 

hard clay with a thin substrate of weathered gabbronorite on top the gabbronorite bedrock.  
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Figure 11 - TLB assisting with the exhumations on site with the guidance and monitoring from PGS. 

 

 

Figure 12 - After the remains were exposed the family was given a chance to conduct more prayers. 

A member from PGS is explaining the process and what was discovered in the burial pit. 
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Figure 13 - The remains are placed in a new body bag and removed from the burial pit. PGS is being 

assisted by Doves Funerals. 

 

 

Figure 14 - Doves Funerals placed the remains in a new coffin. 
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Figure 15 – Chloride of lime is sprinkled in the burial pit after removing the remains. 

 

 

Figure 16 - TLB closing the graves. 
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Figure 17 - Site closure at the K3 grave site. 

 

It is important to note that the overall preservation of the excavated human remains in the burial grounds 

was 75 – 100% and of (quality) preservation. As the grave was old the sex of the deceased could not 

be determined. The criteria used to determine the preservation of the remains are as follows (Manifold 

2015): 

• 0%: No remains visible but evidence of a grave pit 

• 0 – 25%: Approx. bone fragments and teeth 

• 25 – 50%: Approx. fragmented long bones 

• 50 – 75%: Approx. smaller long bones missing 

• 75 – 100%: Approx. extremities and ribs missing 

• 100%: mostly intact and complete skeleton  

After the reburial of the remains in the Marikana Municipal Cemetery as well as the Ramotse Traditional 

Cemetery and the Tlhatlaganyane Village Cemetery as requested by the NoK, each new grave was 

marked with a grave marker containing the name of the deceased (if available) and the old grave 

number (where applicable), for reference purposes. Details of the individual graves and their relocations 

are contained in the individual grave descriptions below. 
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Table 2 – Cemetery reburial locations. 

Name of Cemetery Responsible Municipality 
Number of Graves 

to be relocated here 

Marikana Cemetery Bojanala District Municipality 6 

Ramotse Cemetery 
Amandebele-Ba-Lebelo 

Traditional Authority 
3 

Tlhatlaganyane Village Cemetery 
Batlhako-Ba-Leema Traditional 

Authority 
1 

 TOTAL 10 
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Table 3 – Analysis for the exhumations at the K3 Return Dam grave site 
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Mortality Demographics (Age) Preservation of graves Stakeholder Engagement 

Adult Subadult Infant Not a grave Soil Sub 0% 0 - 25% 25 - 50% 50 - 75% 75 – 100% 100% Claimed Unclaimed 

6 1 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 4 4 7 3 

 

Description of individual graves  
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GRAVE RELOCATION EXHUMATION FORM 

Grave Number: K3/01 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  

 2.20m(l)                     1m(w) 
Name of Deceased: Oupa Manyanyatha Unknown 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☒Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Plastic bottle 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown 

Age: Unknown 

 

Family Representative: Unknown 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☒Clothes 

☒Cloths 

☒Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Plastic dummy 

 

Coffin Material:  

☒Nails 

☐Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☒Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☒75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

1.66m (l) 0.54m (w)  

1.50m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☒Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☐Adult 

☐Subadult 

☒Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/02 New Grave Number: S25⁰35’51.6” E28⁰29’01.9” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 2.10m(l)                     1.20m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Sonnyboy Matjola 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown 

Age: 8 months 

 

Family Representative: Elsie Manare Matsoro 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border. 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☒Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☒Nails 

☐Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☒Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☒75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

2.10m (l) 0.60m (w)  

1.35m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☒Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☐Adult 

☐Subadult 

☒Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/03 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 2.20m(l)                     1.30m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Madikeledi Unknown 

 

Shape: 

☐Rectangular 

☒Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown 

Age: 5 months 

 

Family Representative: Unknown 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☒Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border and 

pieces of  broken clay 

bricks 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☒Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☒Nails 

☐Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☒0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

1.10m (l) 0.70m (w)  

1.20m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☐Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☐Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☐Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☒No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☐Adult 

☐Subadult 

☒Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/04 New Grave Number: S25⁰35’51.6” E28⁰29’01.9” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 2.10m(l)                     1.40m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Paulina Matjola 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown 

Age: 9 months 

 

Family Representative: Elsie Manare Matsoro 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☒Nails 

☐Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☒75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

1.38m (l) 0.60m (w)  

1.30m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☐Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☒Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☐Adult 

☒Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/05 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 3m(l)                     1.80m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Moquathu Unknown 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown  

Age: Unknown 

 

Family Representative: Unknown 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☒Nails 

☐Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☒75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

2m (l) 0.87m (w)  

1.45m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☒Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/06 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 3.30m(l)                     1.90m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Thabitha Baba (Esterhuizen) 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☒Glass 

☐Coins 

☒Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: 1942 

DOD: 1979 

Age: 37 years 

 

Family Representative: Mapula Maria Matsolo 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☐Nails 

☒Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

White plastic body bag was still 

visible and covering the remains. 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☒50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☐100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

The grave was slightly waterlogged. 

Measurements: 

2m (l) 0.80m (w)  

1.70m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☐Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 

 



Document Project Revision Date Page Number 

276GR-01 Sibanye-
Stillwater 
K3 Dam 

1.0 13/09/2023 Page 37 

 

 

 

 



Document Project Revision Date Page Number 

276GR-01 Sibanye-
Stillwater 
K3 Dam 

1.0 13/09/2023 Page 38 

 
Grave Number: K3/07 New Grave Number: S25⁰35’51.6” E28⁰29’01.9” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 3m(l)                     1.50m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Dume Matjola 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: Unknown 

Age: 15 years 

 

Family Representative: Elsie Manare Matsoro 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Coffin Material:  

☐Nails 

☒Plastic 

☒Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

White plastic body bag was still 

visible and covering the remains. 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☒100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Only the top part of  the skull is still intact. 

Measurements: 

2m (l) 0.75m (w)  

1.30m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☒Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/08 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 3m(l)                     1.50m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Evenlinah Matjola 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: 1980 

Age: Unknown 

 

Family Representative: Mapula Maria Matjola 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border. 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☒Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☒Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

A plate, cup and spoon 

were found in the burial 

pit. 

 

Coffin Material:  

☐Nails 

☒Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

White plastic body bag was still 

visible and covering the remains. 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☒100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

2.22m (l) 0.82m (w)  

1.35m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☒Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/09 New Grave Number: S25⁰21’53.9” E26⁰94’20.4” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 2.90m(l)                     1.60m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Christina Molefe Nkana 

 

Shape: 

☐Rectangular 

☒Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☒Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: 1972 

Age: Unknown 

 

Family Representative: Motlalepule Christina Temba 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border. 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☒Clothes 

☒Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☐Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Red piece of  string was 

also found in the burial pit. 

 

Coffin Material:  

☐Nails 

☒Plastic 

☒Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

White plastic body bag was still 

visible and covering the remains. 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☒100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

2.05m (l) 0.70m (w)  

1.50m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☐Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☒Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☒Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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Grave Number: K3/10 New Grave Number: S25⁰69’36.5” E27⁰48’20.6” 

DATE: 25/04/2023 SURFACE FEATURES STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION 

 Measurements:  
 3.10m(l)                     1.50m(w) 

Name of Deceased: Jack Nxamako 

 

Shape: 

☒Rectangular 

☐Oval 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

Surface Goods:  

☐Pots 

☐Bottles 

☐Glass 

☐Coins 

☐Plates 

☐Grinding stones 

☐Pottery 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 

 

DOB: Unknown 

DOD: 1970 

Age: Unknown 

 

Family Representative: Mapula Maria Matsolo 

 

 

Headstone Inscription (if any):  

N/A 

Dressing Material:  

☒Stones 

☐Granite 

☐Concrete 

☐Bricks 

☐Marble 

☐Pebbles 

☒Soil 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Stone-packed border. 

 

Headstone:  

☒Fieldstone 

☐Concrete 

☐Granite 

☐Marble 

☒Metal 

☐Wood 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

An illegible metal plate was 

located at the head of  the grave. 

 

 

 

Headstone Shape:  

☐Unidentif iable 

☐Pointed 

☐Rounded 

☐Segmented 

☐Square 

☐Cross 

☐Block Form 

(adapted f rom Primas, 2013) 

☒None 

☐Other 

Description: 
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BURIAL PIT 

Date: 25/04/2023 

  

Cultural Remains: 

(artefacts found within the 

pit) 

☐Bottles 

☐Cutlery 

☐Coins 

☐Animal Bones 

☐Flowers 

☐Clothes 

☐Cloths 

☐Plastic 

☐Blanket 

☐Glass 

☒Metal 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

Possibly part of  the cof f in 

material. 

 

Coffin Material:  

☐Nails 

☒Plastic 

☐Wood 

☐Handles 

☐Corrugated Iron 

☐None 

☐Other 

Description: 

White plastic body bag was still 

visible and covering the remains. 

Preservation: (Manifold, 2015) 

☐0% (no remains visible but evidence of  grave pit) 

☐0 - 25% (Approx. bones f ragments and teeth) 

☐25 - 50% (Approx. f ragmented long bones) 

☐50 - 75% (approx. smaller long bones missing) 

☐75 - 100% (approx. Extremities and ribs missing) 

☒100% (mostly intact and complete skeleton) 

☐Other 

Description: 

Measurements: 

2.15m (l) 1.05m (w)  

1.70m (d) 

 

(Measurements of the 

burial pit not excavated 

hole) 

  

Orientation:  

☒NS 

☐SN 

☐EW 

☐WE 

☐None 

(location of the head 

indicates the first direction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position of Remains:  

☒Extended Supine 

☐Foetal 

☐Lef t Side of  Body  

☐Right Side of  Body 

☐Arms Straight Alongside the 

Body 

☐Arms Crossed on the Hips 

☐Arms Placed on the Chest 

☐Legs Straight Next to Each 

Other 

☐Legs Crossed at Ankles 

☐No Remains were found 

☐None as the Feature was not a 

Grave 

☐Other 

Description: 

Brief Comments on State of Skeletal Condition: 

☒Adult 

☐Subadult 

☐Infant 

☐Only Grave Pit Visible – Soil Substitute Taken 

☐Not a Grave – Soil Substitute Taken  

(Soil substitutes are taken for spiritual repatriation at the 

request of the family representative) 

☐Any ante-mortem or post-mortem changes to the 

bone, including dentition and stage of  development if  

possible, describe: 

 

 

☐ Tick if  additional photos were taken to assist with 

analysis and reporting 

Provide details: 
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6 CONCLUSION 

During the relocation process, ten (10) graves were exhumed on the 25th of April 2023 from the basin 

of the K3 Return Dam and reburied on the 26th of April 2023. The excavations resulted in the remains 

of six adults, one sub-adult and three infants being identified and relocated. The graves were re-interred 

in the Marikana, Ramotse and Tlhatlaganyane cemeteries respectively on the day after the exhumation. 

The reburials were handled by Doves Funerals (Rustenburg) in the presence of the NoK.  
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APPENDIX A  

LOCALITY MAPS 

 

Figure 18 - Google Earth locality map of the graves within the wider area. 
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Figure 19 - Google Earth locality map of the informal burial ground where the graves are located.
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APPENDIX B  

LANDOWNER LETTER   
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APPENDIX C 

UNDERTAKER APPOINTMENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX D 

SAPS LETTER 
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APPENDIX E 

BOJANALA DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY LETTER 
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APPENDIX F 

NORTH-WEST PROVINCE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
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APPENDIX G 

SAHRA PERMIT 
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APPENDIX H 

AMANDEBELE-BA-LEBELO TRADITIONAL COUNCIL LETTER 

 



Document Project Revision Date Page Number 

276GR-01 Sibanye-
Stillwater 
K3 Dam 

1.0 13/09/2023 Page 68 

 
 APPENDIX I 

BATLHAKO-BA-LEEMA TRADITIONAL COUNCIL LETTER 
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 APPENDIX J 

REBURIAL GRAVE REGISTER 
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APPENDIX K 

EXHUMATION ATTENDANCE REGISTERS 
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