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INTRODUCTION 

On 7 September 1992, the National Monuments Council wrote to De 
Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd r egarding the existence of certain 
"historical sites" as d efined i n Sect i on 12 (2A) (f) of the 
Nat i onal Monuments Act 28/1969, which . are found wi t hin the 
diamond mining land owned by De Beers Cons olidated Mines Ltd in 
Kimberley Mine s area. 

A "historical site" is defined as "any identifiable build ing or 
part thereof, marke t, milestone , gravestone, landmark or t e ll 
older than 50 years " 

The NMC offered to provide advice on what may be regarded .as 
"buildings, str uctures or any other thing which was erected or 
constructed in connection with prospecting or mining operations 
on the surface of the land concerned" which should in terms of 
Chapter VI 40.a of the Minerals Act 50/1991, be demo lished or 
removed" provided that s 'uch demolition or removal sha ll be 
applicable in respect of buildings, structures or objects ... 
which shall, in terms of any other law, not be demolished or 
removed, 

The NMC stated in its letter that it was likely that the 
Department of the Environment would lean fairly heavily on the 
National Monuments Act, regarding sites protected by t h is Act, 
inasmuch as the Environmental Conservation Act 73/1989 makes 
reference to the conservation of the made environment . The 
implications are that structure s built within - the mining 
environment should, in terms of Act 7 3 /1989, be taken into 
conside ration in endeavours to conserve the environment. 

De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd replied on 10 December 1993 
stating that it would appreciate any advice from the NMC 
regarding what may be regarded as a "cultural resource" and 
i nvited the NMC to carry out a site inspection of buildings and 
structures on the mining property . (The letters are attached f or 
purposes of reference) . 

In January 1993, the Regional Manager of t he National Monuments 
Council a nd Mr C Ver t ue , a member of its N .Cape Regional 
Committee and a retired engineer of De Beers Consolidated Mines 
Ltd compiled a survey of the property in the Kimberley mining 
areas which was considered to be worthy of conservation on the 
grounds of aesthetic, historical , cultural or scientific interest 
- using criteria provided by the National Monuments Act 28/1969 . 
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Buildings and certain old machinery which were considered to be 
of interest in terms of these criteria were also identified for 
purposes of consultation with De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd and 
the Department of the Environment, with a view to identifying 
historical sites and recommending conservation measures provided 
by the National Monuments Act. Such measures include the possible 
dee laration of national monuments, entry. of properties on the NMC 
register of conservation-worthy immovable property or the 
promotion of the conservation of moveable property in 
consultation with De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd . 

The attached survey has been presented to the General Manager of 
De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd in Kimberley . It cons i sts of 
brief descriptions of the properties and machinery. Where 
possible, the significance of the items is provided. In the long 
term, the survey may of use as a reference for promoting tourism . 

The White Paper on Tourism published in 1992 refers to South 
Africa's "rich heritage of cultural diversity". In the White 
Paper mention is made of the need to conserve this resource as 
the tourism industry is an important industry for South ~frica . 

RUSSELL BRANN 
REGIONAL MANAGER: NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL (NORTH~RN CAPE) 
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Kimberley M ines 

JV/GvN/ Rehab908 

10 December 1992 

The Regional Manager: Northern cape 
National M::>nurrents Council 
P.O Box 1930 
Kimberley 8300. 

Dear Sir, 

-r~· I I 
. !. ;" i- ) r -\ ·r • . • 

l , . ' _., . .. __,, - __ ,, 

De Beers Consolidated M ines Limited 
Reg1stra t1on No. 11 / 00007 /06 

RHIABILITATIOO OF SURFACE ARFA5 

Your letter 9/2 / 049 / 002 regarding the preservation of buildings and 
structures on the mining property refers • 

A number of structures and buildings do exist at the current and dormant 
mines in Kimberley, which nBY qualify for classification as "cultural 
resources", ap:¼rt from the buildings that are already listed as national 
mom.Jr~nts. Serre of the above irentioned buildings and structures are 
located close to the edge of the open mine pits where they are exposed to 
the impending danger of collapse and nBY therefore not be saved in future . 

We thank you for your offer to provide us with advice as to what may be 
regarded as a cultural resource and ~uld like to invite you to carry out a 
site inspection of the buildings and structures on the mining property. For 
information and assistance please contact Enviro~ntal SUperintendent Gert 
van Niekerk at Telephone (0531) 28951 ext. -~04 • 

OUr rehabilitation programre for the surface mining areas is aimed to 
ccmnence in 1994 and your inp.lt ~uld allow any alterations to our 
enviro~ntal management programre report to be specified upfront for 
awroval by the Gover~nt Mining Engineer • 

Yours Faithfully, 

-----~~~ . ·-;~~EY 
ASSIS'TANI' GENERAL r-ww:;ER 

~;.;~;~·: J·. ~ ~(~-~-·; ~-~ ~ ~;;.;;t- -
JA Barbouf (Bril.L T.W.H. Cap:,n (Brill. 11.M. Oww!Old. I 
Biron Edmond de flolll8cnikj (Frenclll. Sir Evelyn di Aochacllild (Brit.L 0. H.B. C>/9t. 1 
G.C. Fletcher, M.C. E.P. Gush. C.M. LIUUUU {MotMwlel, P.J.11. ~ (Brit.I. 
LA Lincdn. A..E. ()ppe,•.....,._ (Brit.). H.F. Oppe11hlir••• Sir~ ()ppe,.....,_ (8'1.). 
J .P. Plldney (Brit.). G.M. flalft. G.W.H. Rely, G.J. Stonehlm ~ I 

:----C~p ~ THER~)) 
H2~2 I) 

.,. 

... • , ~r-~cc f.c-;!!\,ffice 
·• · ... _.::-..,. - ·•3e Stockdale Str~ 

• '' . 

PO Box 616 Kimberley 8300 
South Atrial 
Teiegams Adam¥it 
T~(05311221 75 
Telex 28-0654 
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we·._, gain the ··impression that the Department ,•.01 the _Environ ment 
is going to · lean fairly .~ heavily on th~ ·; Nat{onal · Monuments 
legislation •. / Section 12 C2A) Cf) of the National Monuments 
Act 28/1969 grants the right to veto the alteration or 
demolition of buildings , mor~ than fifty yea~s old • . LThis _would 
appear to be ,;.orHfistent with Section _4o.a·~o1 ·: the·_ Minerals · Ac:t. ;· 

,/ J i r •· •. · •~, •• . ... > _: •.¥ • • • •~,- ~:.-~: ;;: :~1~, ~·._. ".: !_. • .-}~ . .. : · : · ~ :,¥ ·:.·•:,. ·: 
We bring_.·this matter· to your · attention·; =·as · ·~ it·· 1s __ ,.mde1·stood 
that you· are at \ preseMt involved in rehabilitation ~ planning. 
The National · Monuments Council would be __ happy ·: ·to ·, · provide 
advice as to · "what _ may -- or may not · be regarded : as . 'a :·· cul tura 1 

!i ' resource. .,r_·.-__ 7 _, __ :_: · ; _, . _, ·-:. r- ,. __ : . ; -- , . ,.>_<.-:; __ tfr_:::;:--.~:/Jl:~::'!~\:.~.:-~---~ii.:_ : 
·•~,'. Yours f~ith'fu_l iv/·· ;;_ <::.:·,: __ 't~.'- ·>,:--.>.· . .. ..· -_. · . · •<. · 

~ .. _ ·. ~ : >~ :_Jr:~+,; . .-~:\·.. ; _:~f :\:;~,_it; -··:_ ~- :·. / \-.-·-_ ~--t __ ·-__ i,'~--~,\ \\_-·.:;}~_:'. __ ·_:·:·_;_:_:_·;_:_.-__ :.;_;_-_~-\ _1_~---;,'.[,_·1_:.~._;_:_'_; i_; ___ ~---_ ~,_~:_ ·:_~ 

· '"., RUSSELL BRANN ·::. +::J_i:;:,:._. ·, ._::--~:--. ·:~•::•· . .. - _ ·~, t' ~ 

< :' REGIONAL MANAGER'•" NORTHERN -.¢~PE : ·> .:-~:-: ·:· , ir·: ·-.:· ···1~·:~~- :-- ·<:"·: ·,.--· ,· :_ .. 
• • ~~ < J ,1,' ·, /t ' \ ._ ,h~. ~ • - ~• , : ,_', ',, .. ,: :: :,•, l ,•• :• :~ /~·~• ~\• ,• ;,/ ~\ :_; • d 

, . : .. . ~ .. ·~ , I . • ,. · . ... . ·.· ' .. ' 
:_•,_. -:·:··,! ~ . ., ' 1 . •' ~ . 

' . ,. . •· . '\ .~,· • . ' .'· ·,• •·· r ~ r . . .. ;, , · •• 

1 . . j ,' l •. •. • ' • .' • I' 

HEI\D OHICE P.O. BOX "37 CAPE TOWN 1000 : : HOOFl<ANlOOII POSBUS 4GJ7 KAAPSTAD tOC'l 
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1. THE PURPOSE OF THE SURVEY 

The National Monuments Council is empowered in terms 
of the National Monuments Act to promote t h e 
c onservation of South Africa's historical, cultural, 
a e sthetic or scientific heritage . 

The Council may, with the approval . of the Minister of 
National Education, dee lare property as a nationa l 
monument in order to identify the significance o f 
property in terms of its historical, cultural, 
aes thetic or scientific interest . 

It may also 
property on 
measures to 
structures 
inte r est . 

designate conservation areas and ente r 
the registry of immovable property a s 

assist in the conservation of sites a nd 
of historical , cultural or aesthetic 

The NMC undertakes surveys to identify sites and 
structure s which should be conserved as a basis f o r 
cons u ltation with the owners of property and the l oca l 
aut hority in whose area of jurisdiction such proper t y 
is situated . 

Th i s survey is aimed at achieving above-ment i oned goals . 
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2 THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO DIAMOND MINING IN KIMBERLEY 

"Kimberley has had a profound effect on the course of history in 
Southern Africa. The discovery of diamonds there, more than a 
c entury ago, proved to be the first step in the transformation 
of South Africa from an agricultural into an industrial country. 
When gold and other mineral were later discovered to the north, 
there were already in Kimberley men of vision and enterprise with 
the capital and technology to develop the new resources . 

The Kimberley mines are sti ll in production and Kimberley is 
stil l the headquarters of what is now a very large and complex 
international diamond industry."1 

De Beers Consolidated was registered on 12 March 1888 to 
amalgamate the De Beers and Kimberley mines. The Company owns 
the De Beers, Kimberley and Wessel ton mines and leases the 
Bultfontein and Dutoitspan Mines from subsidiaries. 

The rush to the Cape Colony for diamonds started after a diamond 
was found at De Kalk farm in the Hopetown district. The diamond 
diggers came from all over the world to -seek their f or tune. 
Whilst working on the river diggings the diggers came to hear of 
diamonds being found on the farms Dorstfontein and Bultfontein. 
Many then headed in the direction of the farms in 1870. 

Dorstfontein (later known as Dutoitspan) and Bultfontein were 
overnight stops used by many travellers. When the news of 
diamond finds on these farms spread they soon became a hive of 
activity. On these two farms the claimholders could work as they 
liked. All the mines were lying in an area of less than eight 
square kilometres. Dutoitspan and Bultfontein were considered 
to be the "poorer " of the four mines and work was stopped in 1889 
as they were considered to be unprofitable. C J Rhodes 
considered Dutoitspan Mine as being too poor to work, but too 
rich to allow others to acquire possession of it. When the 
amalgamation of the Kimberley and De Beers Mine took place the 
company had managed to acquire almost all the Bultfontei~ and 
Dutoitspan claims. In 1901 , it was decided to r~-open the mines . 

The Kimberley Mine (the Big Hole) which was once the Colesberg 
Kopje is probably the most famous of the mines. Fleetwood 
Rawstone is said to have found the first diamond on this hillock 
and being from Colesberg named the Kopje after his home town. 
The "New Rush" as it was also known attracted many diggers from 
the Dutoitspan and Bultfontein mines. The Kimberley Mine was 
last mined in 1914 and at present is not considered viable. 

The old De Beers Mine was pegged and rushed in May 1871. Both 
the old De Beers Mine and the Kimberley Mine were on t he farm 
Voortuizigt which originally belonged to the farmer J .N de Beer . 

1 Roberts, Brian. Kimberley Turbulent City, 
David Philip Publisher (Pty) Ltd, Claremont, 
Cape, Foreword by HG Oppenheimer, 1976 
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In July 1888 a fire in the De Beers mine r es ulted in what was 
described as the "worst mining disaster yet recorded in South 
Africa." Twenty four white men and one hundred and sevent y eight 
Af ricans died in the fire. The mine closed in 1908. It was 
br ought back into production in 1963 after being closed for 55 
years . The mine was finall y c losed a t the end of 1990 . 

The d iscovery of the fifth mine, Wesselton is said t o have been 
discovered in 1890, when a diamond was disc ov e red in s o me ground 
thrown up by meerkats. The farm was soon rushed by many workless 
me n and their famili es. However a court interdict was granted 
preventing the men fr om working or entering the property. The 
property was sold to De Beers Consolidated Mines Limited in 
December 1891. Hauling of the blue ground started in Decembe r 
1896 , after the property was proc laimed a mine on 19 Fe bruary 
1896 . 

" Mo r e than any other city can Kimber le y claim to be the womb of 
modern industrial South Africa . . ... What r e mains of those once­
turbu l e n~ d ays shou ld be pr e served , cherished and enhanced. For 
it i s this, and only this , which makes the Diamond City unique 
among the cities of the world."2 

Ref erences : 

Information supplied by Dr M Buys, De Beers Archives . 

2 Roberts, Brian. Kimberley Turbulent City, 
David Phillip Publisher (Pty) Ltd, 
Claremont, Cape, 1976 (pg 391) 

2 
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3. COMPUTER FIELD NAMES USED IN THE SURVEY 

CATALOGUE: 

CATNO: 

NAME: 

LOCATION: 

ERFNO: 

CURRUSE: 

CONDITION: 

DESCRIP: 

CONSTRMAT: 

SIGNIF: 

HISTORY: 

The name and authors of the 
survey. 

The catalogue number of the 
respective properties in the 
survey. The number refers to the 
entry and to the annexed 
photograph of the respective 
property or item . 

If the property has a name it is 
stated in the field. 

The situation of the site or 
object 

The erf or farm number on which 
the i tern -.· or structure is 
situated. 

The current use to which the item 
or structure is situated . 

The state of repair or condition 
of the item or structure 

A brief architectural description 
of I the structure where 
applicable. 

The materials used in the 
construction of the i tern or 
structure . 

The aesthetic, environmental, 
historical or scientific interest 
of an i tern or structure is 
stated. 

Historical information on the 
item or structure . 
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CATRATE: The rating of the 
structure is given in 
National Monuments 
criteria: 

NM: National Monument 

item or 
terms of 

Council 

1: Should be investigated for 
declaration as a national 
monument. 

2: Should be inve~tigated for 
entry on the register of 
immovable property . 

3: Of environmental interest. 
M: Should be investigated for 

museological conservation. 

4 . CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTIES IN THE SURVEY 

CATRATE: 

INTERPRETATION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

COLOUR CODE: 

1 

' 
Proposed national monument 

Outstanding aesthetic / architectural 
interest . May also be of historical 
interest. 

Green 

PROPOSED ACTION: Initial entry in the regis t er of 
immovable property pending further 
investigation as a possible national 
monument. 

CATRATE: 

INTERPRETATION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

COLOUR CODE: 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

2 

Proposed entry in the register of 
immovable property. 

Intrinsic 
interest . 

Blue 

aesthetic/architectural 

Entry on the register of immovable 
property . 
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CATRATE: 

INTERPRETATION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

COLOUR CODE: 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

CATRATE: 

INTERPRETATION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

COLOUR CODE: 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

3 

Other properties 

Of environmental interest 

Brown 

Can be included in a possible 
conservation area if a sufficiently 
large grouping of such properties are 
found in association with properties 
having higher ratings. 

M 

Pending museum conservation 

Historical interest 

Orange 

Consul tat ion with Kimberley Mine Museum. 

5. HOW TO LOCATE A PROPERTY ON THE SURVEY 

Each computer entry has a survey number which i s 
provided in the field CATALOGUE. This -number 
corresponds with the photograph number and the number 
of the property on the plan. In this way the 
description, location and appearance of properties are 
easily read together . 
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- 1 -

CATALOGU E 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATI ON 
ERFN O 
TYPE 
CURR US E 
CONDI TI ONl 
DESCRIP 

CONST RMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HIST ORY 

CAmRATE 
STAT US 

- 2 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCAT I ON 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
COND I TIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HIST ORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

NMC s urvey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
1.1 - 1. 2 
Duto itspan Single Quarters 
De Beers Consolidated Mines Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Residential 
Partially us ed 
Good 
Sing le store y c ompound complex bf square plan f orm with 
large enclosed courtyard including lapa , cooking and 
washing fac ilities. Buildings have ve randahs and 
semi-circular f orm roof ventilators . 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated iron 
Medium 
The compound was constructed late last century for the 
labo ur f orce at the mine and was upgraded cl945 and c 
1975. It provided all basic services, recreation and 
training facilities for the miners on site . Second 
generation De Beers compound complex. 
Dormitories, show~r rooms , cooking areas, dish washing 
areas. Open air s e minars here where the people liv ing 
in the dormitory could learn various other skil ls -
animal husbandry , carpentry . Could house 5000 
occupants . 
2 
pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C- Vertue 1993 
1 .3 
Dwe l ling 
De Beers Dog Tra i ners house, and Kennels 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Residential 
SPCA 
Good 
Sing le s tore y corrugated iron cottage of rectangular 
fo rm wi th continuous pitch saddle r oof and verandah 
supported by iron poles . 6X6 sliding sash windows. Dog 
kennels office is of similar style in brick with 
decorative roof ventilators . 
Building: Corrugated Iron Roof: Corrugated iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/ envirnmental merit 

Guard dogs were trained and housed at the complex for 
purposes of protecting mine property from early this 
century until recently. Now used by the SPCA . 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument . 
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- 3 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
CONDITIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

- 4 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
CONDITIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
1.4 
Dutoitspan Training Centre 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Mining: offices 
Off ices 
Good 
Single storey building of rectangular form with saddle 
roof. Partially enclosed verandah supported by wooden 
poles with decorative wooden brackets. Four original 
2X2 sliding sash windows . 

Building: Plastered Brick Roof: Corrugated iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/ envirnmental merit 

The building now houses the training centre it was 
previously the office of the Mine Manager 

2 
pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C-Vertue 1993 
1.5 - 1.9, 2.6, 2.8 - 3.3 

·Dutoitspan Mine Engine House and Headgear 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Engine Rooms and Headgear 
Unused 
Poor 
Large engine room complex of rectangular form with 
saddle roofs and large industrial windows with 
semi-circular tops. Headgear consists mainly of wrought 
iron and steel of Z-shaped profile . 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
An integral part of diamond mining history in 
Kimberley . 

The tall building used to house the rock winder -a 
steam driven winder similar to the one in the mine 
museum. Main winder housed in the smaller room. On the 
left side was the compressor house where huge fly 
wheels, about 20ft in diameter, were housed . 
1 
Engine rooms demolished due to structural condition 



• 
- 5 -

e CATAL OGU E 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATI ON 
ERFNO 
TYPE 

e CURRUS E 
CONDITION1 
DESCRIP 
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CONSTRMAT 
ENVI RON 
SIGNIF 

HISTOf(Y 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

- 6 -

CATAL OGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCAT ION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUS E 
COND IT IONl 
DESCRI P 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

NMC survey of De Beer s Pr operty R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
1 . 7 
Change house 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Far m Dor stf ontein 77 
Mining: change house 
Unused 
Good 
Buildings of rectangular form with corrugated iron 
saddle roofs and decorative bargeboards . Victorian r oof 
ventilators . 

Building: Brick Roof : c orrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthyetic/ environmental merit. 

' Used as change rooms for mine employees. 

2 
pending r egis t er . 

NMC sur vey 6f De Beers Proper t y R Brann & c · Vertue 1993 
2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2 .4 
Old Allis Chalmer s 9K Crusher s 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Por tion of Farm Dor stfontein 77 
Mechanical 
Unused 
Good 
N/ A 

Steel 
Medi um 
Relic of early 20t h century mining t echnology . 

Purc hased i n 1903 and the r e are sti l l t wo i n s e r vice on 
the mines - Only the main frame of t he crusher shown i n 
the film. Next to i t is the parts of an old wind i ng 
eng i ne Foster Yates (steam engine) 

M 
Pending museum c onservat i on 
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- 7 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURR USE 
CONDITION l 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

- 8 -

CATALOGUE 
CAT NO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
COND I TIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

NMC surve y of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
2. 5 
Dutoitspan Sub Station 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Sub Station 
Unused 
Good 
Sing l e store yed building of rectangul ar f orm wi th 
sadd le r oof. Original 6X6 sliding sash windows. Roof 
ventilator of rectangular form with roof and glazing. 
Circular slatted ventilator in gable . 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

De Beers built power stations in 1900-1905 . The sub 
stations were built on the mines as well as in t own. 
The building dates to cl905 . 

2 
Pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
2.7 ' 
The Banksman Cabin and First Aid Room 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Mining: Building 
Unused 
Good 
Small single storeyed structure with saddle roof. 

Steel/ brick 
Medium 
Historical interest 

The Banksman was the person who controlled the movement 
of material up and down the shaft. On every shaft there 
was a first aid station which held stretchers etc . 

3 
Demolished 
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- 9 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOC AT ION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
3 . 4, 3.6 
Duto itspan Mine ventilation shaft head gear and en 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Building/ Structure 
Disused 
Good 
Steel headgear with winder and engine housing . 

Building: plastered Brick Roof: Corrugated iron 
Medium 
Early example of diamond mine ventilation shaft 
headgear in Kimberley . 

Early 20th century ventilation shaft headgear . 

2 
Pending register 

I 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
3. 5 . 
Old Ventilation Fan Housing 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Building/ Structure 
Disused 
Good 
Ventilation shaft opening has semi-circular form. The 
ventilat ion tower is of tapered square f orm and built 
of concrete. The fans were housed in the attached brick 
building . 

Plastered Brick 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit. 

Early 20th century ventilation shaft structures and 
machinery housing for diamond mining . 

2 
Pending register . 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
3. 8 
Security Fence 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limite d 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsf onte in 
Fe ncing 
Disused 
Good 
Trip l e bar bed wi r e f ence and e l ectric fence . 

Bar bed wire 
Medium 
Earliest type of security fencing used at the Kimber1e y 
mines in the late 19th century . 

This is the only r 'emains of this type of f enc e . Near 
the o ld machi nery exchange yard toward the Dairy Farm . 
I n days gone by t he mines would a ll be s urrounded b y 
these entanglement barbed wire f ences with e l ec t r ic 
wires down the centre 
2 
Pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Proper t y R Brann & C -vertue 1993 
3.9 
Chec k Crane 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Li mited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsf onte in 
Mechanical 
Di s used 
Good 
The crane c onsists of two wooden pi llars which a r e 
h inged at the base and suppor t ed by s teel c ab l es. The 
pillar at an angle from the vertica l moves on a r ope 
and pulley to lift items . 

Wood and steel 
Medium 
Late 19th century portable crane. Only remaining 
example of its type in Kimberley . 

These cranes were extensively used before mobile 
cranes. They could be taken down and re-erected in a 
short period of time. This crane could easily lift 
20tons.Should be taken down and moved to the open mine 
museum to be conserved 
M 
Pending museum conservation . 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
4.1 
Sheave wheels 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsf ontein 
Mechanical 
Disused 
Good 
Large stee l spoked wheels (2) about 2m in diame ter. 

Steel 
Medium 
Unused late 19th century winding wheels for diamond ~ 
mining . 

Have cast iron inserts for the tread. Made in De Beers 
workshops . 

M 
Pending museum conservation . 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C -Vertue 1993 
4.2, 4 . 3, 4.5 
Various crankshafts 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Mechanical 
Disused 
Good 
Unused late early 20th century mining techno logy . 

Steel 
Medium 
Needs investigation. 

When winders were ordered in 1900's spares were also 
ordered. Shrink rings are also visible and were never 
used and probably been there since c1908-1911 . 

M 
Pending museum conservation. 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
4.4 
Steam pipe bend 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Mechanical 
Disused 
Good 
Cylindrical pipe consisting of rivetted sections . The 
one end has a bronze flange which is unusual . 

Steel 
Medium 
Late 19th century/early 20th century mining equipment. 

Needs investigati6n 

M 
Pending museum conservation. 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C -vertue 1993 
4.6 - 5.1 
Wesielton Hostel 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Residential- Hostel 
Disused 
Poor 
Hostel complex of square form with extensive inner 
courtyard, washrooms, c ooking area, lapa, skills 
training rooms, outdoor movie area etc . The off i ce is 
a Cape Revival building with curvilinear gables on the 
foward projecting bays. 
Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated iron 
Medium 
This hostel complex was built in th 1920s and 
represents a third generation of hos t el complex built 
by De Beers. The facilities and accomodation represent 
an improvement in the quality of life of the occupants 
in comparison with earlier hostels. 
Hostel complex buit at Wesselton mine in the 1920s. 

2 
Pending register . 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.2 
Mine Offices at Wesselton Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limi ted 
Po rtion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Offic e s 
Off ices 
Good 
U-shaped single storey building· with saddle r oof. 
Fowar d pr ojecting bays have rectangular vent i lators in 
gables. Wrap around verandahs supported by wooden 
brackets . Original 2X2 sliding sash windows . Ve ry few 
mino r changes - largely or iginal 
Building: Brick Roof: Corr ugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic / environmental merit . 

Probably constructed in 1920-1922. The bu iding s till 
serves as the offices for Wesse l ton mine . 

2 
Pending register. 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C- Vertue 1993 
5 . 3 
Change Houses at Wesselton Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsf onte in 
Build ing 
Unknown 
Good 
S ingle storey, large rectangular build i ngs with sadd l e 
roofs. Steel industrial windows . 

Building: Brick Roof:Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Environmental merit . 

Used as change houses for Wesselton mine . 

3 
Environmental interest 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5 . 4 
Maintenance Workshops Wesselton Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Building 
Workshop 
Good 
Large rectangular form building with saddle roof . Roof 
vent ilator is continuous for the length of the 
structure with slatted wooden vents. Industrial 
windows. Painted white to eye level and on roof 
vent ilator. 
Bui lding: Brick Roof:Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Environmental merit, part of a significant grouping b f 
bu i ldings . 

Early 20th century mining workshop still i n use . 

2 
Pending register. 

I 
NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.5 
Wesselton Mine Engine Room 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Engine Room 
Engine room. 
Good 
The tall building on the right is c omparatively new -
and houses the rock hoist. To the right of t hat with 
arched windows was the boiler house. Now used as 
storage for the workshops 

Building: Brick Roof:Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/ environmental merit . 

Early 20th century boiler house has been added to in a 
sensitive manner. Engine room is built in a s i milar 
style to older engine rooms in De Beers mining 
property . 

2 
Pending register . 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.6 
View of Rock Hoist at Wesselton Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Machinery 
Good 
The r ock hoist was installed in 1970's and is probably 
one of the most modern in South Africa. Extremely 
powerful machine and hoists 13 ton capacity skips 

Steel 
Medium 
One of the most advanced rock hoists in South Africa . 

See above . 

3 
Environmental interest 

NMC survey of ·De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.7 
Small steam winder on water shaft at Wesselton 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfont ein 
Machinery 
Disused 
Good 
Steel steam wind er on concrete mountings . 

Steel 
Medium 
Late 19th century mining equipment. 

Used for removing water from Wesselton mine? 

M 
Pending museum conservation. 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.8 
Wesselton Mine Ventilation Shaft hoist 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Disused 
Good 
Tall steel structure with hoist · and two lifts above 
ventilation shaft. 

Steel 
Medium 
Aesthetic/environmental merit 

Early 20th century large scale ventilation shaft hoist. 

2 
Pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
5.9 
Wesselton Mine Ventilation Shaft 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Disused 
Good 
The building used to house fans. These have been moved 
underground where they are more efficient. The chimney 
is tapered downwards, has a square profile with a steel 
ladder to the top and is built of concrete. 

Concrete 
Medium 
Aesthetic/ environmental merit. 

Early 20th century ventilation shaft and machinery 
housing . 

2 
Pending register 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
6.1 
Old Capston Winch 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Disus8d 
Good 
Steel cable winch with domed engine head on steel 
mounting 

Steel 
Medium 
These winches date to the late 19th century and 
replaced mules to move trucks into position at the 
loading boxes. It was later found that mules were 
possibly more efficient. 

See above 

M 
Pending museum conservation 

.... 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vert e 1993 
6.2 . 
Old Explosives Magazines Beneath Dumps 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Magazine 
Disused 
Fair 
Bunker beneath dump material. Steel double doors. Stone 
wall surrounds 

Stone 
Medium 
Used during the Second World War as an ammunition 
storage place. 

See above . 

2 
Pending register 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
6 . 3 
Steam Engine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Machinery 
Good 
Was driven by steam now driven by compressed a i r. Used 
to drive a donkey hoist for roping and unroping main 
winders 

Steel 
Medium 
Late 19th century mining equipment 

Needs investigation 

M 
Pending museum conservation. 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C-Vertue 1993 
6.4 
View of Wesselton Mine Head Gear 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaauwdheidsfontein 
Machinery 
Machinery 
Good 
The cabin at the top houses an automatic elevat or for 
men and materials. This is the tallest head gear in 
Kimberley. 

Steel 
High 
C 1920 state of the art headgear. 

Needs investigation 

2 
Pending register. 
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NMC surve y of De Beers Property R Bran n & C Vert e 1993 
6.5 
View l ooking down Bultf onte in Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portio n of Farm Bultf ontein 80 
Mine 
Mine 
Go od 
Veiw o f Bultfonte in Mine in Kimberley. 

Natural 
High 
Represents the largest of the Kimberlite pipes in 
Kimberley. Environmental merit. 

Needs further res~arch 

3 
Environmental interest 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & c - vertue 1993 
6.6 
Crushing plant at Bultfontein Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Building 
Building 
Good 
Rear view of head gear in the photo. In the background 
o ne can also see the engine room which is very much as 
Dutoitspan Mine . Still in use 

Steel and corrugated iron 
High 
Environmental interest. Modernised late 19th century 
headgear? 

Needs investigation . 

3 
Environmental interest 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
6.7 
Engine Room at Bultfontein Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Mining building 
Engine room 
Good . 
Two large red brick industrial buildings with saddle 
roofs and industrial steel windows with semi-circular 
tops. Roof ventilators on both buildings . 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
High 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

' Late 19th and early 20th century industrial 
architecture in Kimberley. 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument . 

NMC survey' of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
6.8, 6.9, 7 .1 
Remains of Bultfontein Min~ Compound 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Mining: Compound 
Disused 
Satisfact 
Long L-shaped wood and iron compound with saddle roof 
and continious roof ventilators on roof apex. Windows 
consist of corrugated iron shutters. 

Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
This is the earliest remaining mining compound in 
Kimberley and represents the first generation of 
compounds in South Africa. 

The workers were not allowed out of the mining area for 
the duration of their work. The structure was built c 
1880 . 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
7 . 2 
Bultfontein Mine Manager's House 
De Beers Consolidated Mi ne Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Dwelling 
Off ices 
Good 
Single storeyed residence with hipped roof. Verandah 
supported by metal poles (not orig inal ). Symmetrically 
placed ba y windows on either side of Victorian six 
panel door. Cast iron gate and railings on erf 
boundary. 
Build ing: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Instrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

In days gone by _the Mine Manager was required by law to 
live on the Mine property. The building dates back to 
the turn of the century. 

2 
Pending Register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
7.3 
Foreman Fitters Residence f or Duto i tspan Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Dwelling 
Offices 
Good 
Single storey residence with hipped roof and verandah 
supported by recent metal pipes.Symmetrically placed 
bay windows on either side of central door with 
fanlight and glazed side panels. Building is set back 
from road. Palm trees an interesting feature 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Instrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

The building was used by the Foreman fitter who was 
resident at the mine. The building dates back to the 
turn of the century. 

2 
Pending Register 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
7.4 
Mine Manager·s House for Dutoitspan Mine 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Bultfontein 80 
Dwelling 
Off ices 
Good 
Single · storey residence with complex roof. Large 
triangular, central roof ventilator with bargeboards . 
Verandah forms continious line with roof pitch. 
Original 2x2 sliding sash window and central Victorian 
door with glazed side panels and fan light . 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Instrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

The building was used by the Mine Manager at Dutoitspan 
who was resident at the mine. The building dates back 
to the turn of the century. 

2 
Pending Register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & c ·vertue 1993 
7 .5, 7 . 6 
Compound Hospital 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Hospital 
Hospital 
Good 
Long single storey building with corrugated iron saddle 
roof . The building has been completely modernised. 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Of historical interest. No longer of any environmental 
merit 

The hospital was attached to Dutoitspan Hostel. 
Upgraded and then seperated from the hostel. At the 
moment used as an overflow for the Kimberley Hospital 

3 
Environmental interest 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
7 .7 
Vie ws of Rai lway t rack - part of De Beers S i d ing 
De Beers Cons olidated Mine Limite d 
Portion of Farm Dorstf ontein 77 
Tr aml i ne 
Tram l ine 
Good 
N / A 

Steel 
Medium 
This tramline is still in use 

Tramlines served all the mining areas. Visible 
evidence of the tracks and early 20th century 
re-inforced concrete electrical poles are c ommon place. 

2 
Pending Register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C_Vertue 1993 
7 .8 
Old of f ic es and wor kshop f or o ld pipe constr uc t i on 
De Beers Conso lidated Mine Limite d 
Portion of Farm Dorstf ontein 77 
Mining Building 
Offices 
Good 
Long single storeyed building with saddle roof . Three 
separate roof ventilators. Original verandah f orms 
c ontinious line with roof pitch. Original slatted side 
ventilators are visible. Original windows appear to 
have been removed. 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Environmental interest 

Late 19th century industrial workshops on the Mines 

2 
Pending Register 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
7 .9, 8.2 
Offices for the Construct ion Yard 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Off ices 
Off ic es 
Good 
Attached units form ing a rectangular shaped building 
with a complex roof and wrap around verandah. 
Victorian. iron r oof ventilator . Certain original 6x6 
sliding sash windows remain. Verandah supported by 
steel columns. 
Building: Brick Roof: c orrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

The construc t ion .· yard was a large yard where all the 
concrete construction was done. The riggers yard was 
also in the area where Cassandra is now situated. 

2 
Pending Register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Ver tue 1993 
8.1 
De Beers Mine Security dept. 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Dorstfontein 77 
Telephone exchange 
Off ices 
Good 
Single storey building of rectangular form with saddle 
roof . Wrap-around verandah form continious line with 
roof pitch and is supported by stee l cylindrical 
columns . Original 6x6 sliding sash windows. 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated I ron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

It is believed that this building housed the f i rst 
automatic telephone exchange in South Africa. 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument 
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NMC s urvey of De Beers Proper t y R Brann & C Ve r t ue 1993 
8.3 
Old Chief Engineers Ho use 
De Beer s Cons olida~ed Mine Limi t ed 
Portion of Farm Dors tfontein 77 
Re sident ia l 
Re s idential - Sall y Aucamp Ho me for Physica l ly Di s 
Good 
Single s~or eyed res idence of r ec~angula r f o rm wi th 
sadd l e r oof . Of f -centr e Ed wa r dian fowar d p r oject ing 
bay window with barge board s . Furthe r bay with Fre nc h 
d oo r a nd bargeboar d s . Glazed r oof ve n t i lator . 
Bu i ld i ng ma r r ed by moder n f enustr ation . 
Bu i lding : Brick Roof : c orrugated Iron 
Me dium 
Intrinsic aesthet i c/environmental mer it . 

Used as t he r e s idence of t h e chief enginee r e arly this 
century. 

2 
Pend i ng r eg is ter . 

NMC s urve y of De Bee rs Property R Brann & C Ve r tue 1993 
8 . 4, 8. 5 
Wesselton Village - Single Quar ters 
De Bee rs Cons o lidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Fa rm Benaaudheidf ontein 124 
Residential 
Re s id e ntial 
Go od 
Cons isted to two rows of s ingle r ooms with doors f acing 
on to a co ur ~ya r d. The r ows were j oined together by a 
bui lding con t a i ning the l o unge . They a r e well 
construc ted. Original sash wi ndows and doors . 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit. 

Forms a n i nte gral part of a village that wa s built to 
h o use the manager and the foreman electrician as well 
as the single quarters for Wesselton Mine. Parts of the 
sing le quarters are intact. Buildings are late 19th 
century . 
2 
Pending register. 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
8.6, 8.7 
Wesselton Club House 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidfontein 124 
Club House 
Disused 
Good 
Fine single storeyed Victoria~ clubhouse building of 
rectangular form with saddle roof and wrap-around 
verandah supported by wooden columns with decorative 
brackets. Original French doors.sliding sash windows 
and fireplaces . 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit. 

This building housed the dining room and kitchen for 
the single quarters. It also had a billiard room and 
reading room for residents 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
8. 8 I 

Dwelling - Wesselton Village 
De . Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidfontein 124 
Residential 
Residential 
Good . 
Only corrugated iron constructed house in the village. 
Building is of rectangular form with hipped roof and 
wrap-around verandah of continuous to the roof pitch, 
supported by brick pillars. Original 6X6 sliding sash 
windows. Roof ventilator. 
Corrugated iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit. 

Constructed around the turn of the century. Needs 
further investigation. 

2 
Pending register. 



I 

I 

' 

• 

- 45 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
CONDITIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

- 46 -

CATALOGUE 
CATNO 
NAME 
LOCATION 
ERFNO 
TYPE 
CURRUSE 
CONDITIONl 
DESCRIP 

CONSTRMAT 
ENVIRON 
SIGNIF 

HISTORY 

CATRATE 
STATUS 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
8.9, 9 . 1 
Mine Managers House - Wesselton Village 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidfontein 124 
Residential 
Residential 
Good 
Single storeyed verandaqh house· of square form . 
Verandah is deep and continuous with roof pitch, 
supported by wooden pillars with decorative tear drop 
brackets and curvilinear decorative wooden linkages. 
Verandah enclosed by pannelled mosquito netting. 
Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/environmental merit .... 

Near the house was a bowling green and tennis court and 
sporting centre for the village 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument. 

NMC survey ,of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
9.2 
Dwelling 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidfontein 124 
Residential 
Residential 
Good 
Single storey victorian house with pyrimidal roof and 
bull-nosed verandah supported by wooden piilars with 
decorative brackets. Cross-patterned decorat i ve 
railings . Foward projecting bay withdecorative 
bargeboards and finial. Original windows and doors. 
Building : Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit. 

Late 19th century mining residence. Needs further 
inves t igation. 

2 
Pending register . 
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NMC s urvey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
9 . 3, 9 . 5 
Old Diary Farm - Stables and cheese fac t ory 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidf onte i n 124 
Da iry 
Offices and workshops. 
Good 
Large shed c omplex with s tepped gab l e at one end . 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Environmental interest 

De Beers once had a large scale cattle farm ing 
operation which was stopped in the early 1940's . The 
breeding and dairy herd were stationed here. ow 
occupied by De Beers Geology 

3 
Environmental interest. 

NMC survey , of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
9.4 
Dwell i ng of Dairy Manager 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limi t ed 
Portion of Farm Benaaudheidfontein 124 
Residential 
Residential 
Good 
Single storey verandah house with pyramidal roof and 
verandah continuous to roof pitch supported by wooden? 
c ol lumns . Pyramidal roof ventilator. Mosquito nett i ng 
panels enclose verandah. 

Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

Used by the farm manager and built c 1900. 

2 
Pending register. 

National IVionuments Council Library . . .. 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
9.6 -10.1 
Kimberley Mine Main Shaft and Engine Room Complex 
North Circular Road 
Portion of Farm Vooruitzigt 81 
Ruin 
Ruin 
Ruin 
Cast iron Corinthian column within ruin. Various ve iws 
of the engine room complex. Note the pedimented gables 
of the engine room and boiler room as well as arched 
openings . 

Brick 
High 
The prototype engine room complex for the diamond 
mines. Outstanding historic, aesthetic and 
environmental interest. 

See appendix 1 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
10.2, 10.4 
De Beers Mine Main Rock Shaft engine room 
North Circular Road 
Portion of Farm Vooruitzigt 81 
Engine Room 
Engine Room 
Good 
Large engine room and boiler room complex, with 
corrgated iron saddle roof and roof ventilators. 
Industrial sttel windows with semi-circular tops. 
Similar to the Bultfontein complex. 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit. 

Interesting building built when . the mines reopened in 
1914. Probably built c 1912. It was completely equipped 
with a big rock winder in the tall building and a man 
winder with compressor. At the back of the building was 
the boiler house with smoke stack 
1 
Pending declaration as a national monument . 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
10.3 
Head Gear on No 3 Shaft . De Beers Mine 
De Beers Cons o lidated Mines Limited 
Portion of Farm Vooruitzigt 81 
Machinery 
Machinery - Head Gear 
Good 
Steel head gear and winder suppor t ed by angled s teel 
foot . 

St eel 
Medium 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit . ..., 

The first shaft in SA equipped with an automatic 
elevator. The elevator is housed in the cabin at the 
top of the head gear. It was installed in about 196 2 
and wi l l remain in use until the mine is finally 
abandoned. 
1 
Pending declaration as a national monument. 

NMC survey 9f De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
10. 5 
Old .De Beers Billiard Rooms 
North Circular Road 
Portion of Farm Vooruitzigt 81 
Billiard Rooms 
Commercial - Shops 
Good 
Victorian reading room buiding of square form with 
complex roof . Central decorative gablet, rustic ated 
quoining, arched openings, two double door entrances. 

Building: Plastered Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit. 

See Appendix 2 

1 
Pending declaration as a national monument. 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vert e 1993 
10 .6 
De Beers Consolidated Mine Limited Head Office 
Stockdale Street, Kimberley 
12064, Kimberley 
Off ices 
Offices 
Good 
U- form double storeyed Victorian office building with 
decorative wooden verandah on both storeys. Original 
lXl sliding sash windows. Restored. 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit . 

De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd moved from 4 Warren 
Street to the new office building in November 1889. 
The building was designed by architect RS Day. It has 
been described as "a substantial but unpretending 
double storey brick structure". 
NM 
National Monument 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & c -vertue 1993 
10.7 
Stables across the road from Head Office 
Stockdale Street 
9491, 9492, 9494, 8483 
Stables 
Garage 
Good 
Single storey rectangular building with few 
alterations. Three substantial roof ventilators add 
interest to the pitched iron roof. There are single 
small casement windows with a curved lintel at regular 
intervals. 
Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit. 

The stables were built in 1902. The stables were soon 
to become redundant as by 1910 De Beers Consolidated 
Mines had a fleet of cars. The stables were at some 
time or another converted into garages. 

NM 
National Monument 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
10 .8 
De Beers Mines Benefit Society 
Stockdale Street , Kimberley 
9482 
Offices 
Dispensary 
Good 
It is a double storey building and has solid Edwardian 
characteristics. It has sindle sliding sash windows 
with slightly curved arches. Built in l ocal red brick . 
It has verandah supports and cast-iron bracket 
supports. Wooden ornamentation and guttering . 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
High 
Outstanding aesthetic/ environmental merit . 

The building was ~rected in 1906 slightly opposite the 
De Beers Head Office. The architect was D W Greatbatch 
Intially the Benefit Society rented the offices from De 
Beers but in 1909 they were allowed to use the building 
rent free and only paid rates. 
1 
National Monument 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
10.9 I 

Consolidated House 
Stockdale Street, Kimberley 
2460 
Offices 
Offices 
Good 
Interesting double storey noe-classical building with 
heavy parapet. Set on stone foundation the ornamental 
plaster detailing in the rustication on the lowe r level 
Doric pillars on either side of entrance, det back 
curved window detailing. 
Building: Plastered Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
It was built in the site of the old original diamond 
market and Craven club. It hosued the headquarters of 
the Diamond Corporation Limited and was purchased by De 
Beers to become their central sorting office. It now 
houses the computer division. 
The building was built in 1926 and it now houses Sir 
Ernest Oppenheimer's Library. 

1 
National Monument 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
11 . 1 
Unknown 

Off ices 
Offices 
Good 
Single s toreyed attached office - buildings of 
rectangular f orm wi th s addle roof. Verandah suppor ted 
by decor at ive brackets . Original large c ommercial 2X2 
sliding sash windows . 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/ environmental merit. 

Needs investigation. 

2 
Pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C. Vertue 199 3 
11.2 
De Beers Consolidated Mines Head Off ice 
Stockdale Str eet, Kimberley 
12064 
Offic e s 
Off ices 
Good 
Double stor ey building in Kimberley red brick was 
erected in 1887 by the company Jones & Cole . I n 
1900-1901 the offices were extended. In 1902 a new 
staircase, using the ballusters and handrails of the 
old one were used and a new main door put in. 
Building: Brick Roof: corrugated Iron 
Medium 
The building has an interesting wood balcony in a 
"Chinese Chippendale" design supported by magnificent 
cast iron pillars. This building is extremely important 
in the history of Kimberley and makes a strong 
contribution to the environment. 
The building was designed by the architect Wh i t e Cooper 
and erected in 1887. In 1889 the company moved from 
the Warren Street offices to Stockdale St . 

1 
National Monument 
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NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & C Vertue 1993 
11. 3 
Building 
Fenton Street 

Off ices 
Off ices 
Good . 
Single storeyed building of rectangular form with twin 
Victorian roof ventilators on either side of corrugated 
iron ventilator. Pilasters between paired sliding sash 
windows. Verandah supported by decorative bracke t s . 

Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
Medium 
Intrinsic aesthetic/environmental merit 

Needs investigation 

2 
Pending register 

NMC survey of De Beers Property R Brann & c · vertue 1993 
11.4 
Rhodes Boardroom 
4 Warren Street, Kimberley 
Remainder of Erf 3168 
Offices 
Offices 
Good 
Single storey building of rectangular form with hipped 
roof. Bullnosed verandah supported by wooden pillars 
with decorative brackets on central f oward projecting 
section. Original 2X2 sliding sash windows, french 
doors and interior. 
Building: Brick Roof: Corrugated Iron 
High 
Original office of the De Beers Mining Company under 
C.J. Rhodes built in 1887. 

"The Boardroom" was the venue for discussions regarding 
the amalgamation of mining companies to form De Beers 
Consolidated Mines Ltd. It was used as the Head Office 
of De Beers Mining Company until 1894. It later housed 
its Reading and Recreation Club. 
NM 
National Monument 
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APPENDIX l 

OLD KIMBERLEY MINE MAIN ROCK SHAFT AND RUINS , NORTH CIRCULAR 
ROAD, KIMBERLEY 

BACKGROUND 

Mr Cecil Vertue, a retired e ngineer fr om De Beers Consolidated 
Mines Ltd argues that the Kimberley Mine M~in rock shaft was the 
first deep mine shaft in South Africa and was used as the model 
f o r delving many of t he deep mining shafts whic h. were to follow . 

The actual sinking of the shaft began in March 1889, about a year 
afte r the start was made tot he De Beers Mine Rock Shaft. The 
dimensions were similar to that of the De Beers rock shaft. 

By March 1891, the shaft had reached the depth it was designed 
f or, of 1261 feet. The crosscuts tot he mine at 1000 and 1200 
feet respectively, were still in progress. 

In the same year the machinery used to hoist blue ground was 
imported , the first being a Cornish pump and winding engines. 
The engines were intended to hoist six loads, each weighing 
1600lbs form the 1000 feet level in 45 seconds. A boi l er plant 
was then constructed to house seven multi-tubular boilers . (The 
headgear machinery used for the shaft is n ow at the Kimberley 
Mine Museum ) . A smoke stack (now demolished) of 120ft high and 
7 foot 6 inches in diameter was also built on the site, together 
with anc illary equipment. The whole mining operation worked 
without electricity. 

The shaft appears to have gone into operation during Ju y 1893 
until June 189 4 , with a total of over 1 mi llion metric tons of 
blue ground being hoisted within this period . 

By February 1912, after refurbishing the engine r ooms, the depth 
of the shaft reached 35 20 feet . This was the fi na l h o isting 
level reached by the shaft. 

The mine was finally closed on 17 May 1921. The shaf t remained 
abandoned until the 1970's when a decision was taken to pump 
water from the old mine to supplement the supply to Dutoits Pan. 
The shaft was then renovated down to the water level and new 
pumps were installed. During renovation remnants of the old 
Cornish pump were still found in position . 
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DESCRIPTION 

The only significant remains of the late 19th century site 
operations at the Main Rock Shaft are the ruins of the engine 
room and the concre te f oundations f o r the large steam engines, 
the ruins of the bo iler house, and the Main Rock Shaft of the 
Ki mber l ey Mine . 

CONSERVATION POTENTIAL 

De Beers Cons o lidated Mines Lt d have expressed an i n terest in 
declaring an a r ea around the Big Hole, which included the Rock 
Shaft area, as a conservation area. The ruins could be re­
utilised for development purposes, and the r ock shaft , rui ns and 
the Old Kimberley Mine Reading Rooms declared a national 
monuments and included in the so called "Colesberg Koppie " 
conservation area . 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mine Kimberley Mine Rock Shaft and the adjacent complex of 
the ruins are of national significanc e. The shaft was the first 
major development in the industrial archaeology of the country. 

REFERENCE: 

Vertue, C Pioneering Days of Mining in South Africa, unpublished 
paper , 16 September 1991. 

COMPILED BY: Russell Brann 
Regional Manager: Northern Cape 
,July 1993 
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APPENDIX 2 

THE OLD KIMBERLEY MINE READING ROOM CLUB 

BACKGROUND 

The Kimberley Mine Reading Room was constructed at the turn of 
the century . (The gable is dated 1901). The club was already 
in existence in 1894, possibly a continuation of a recreational 
facility set up in the pre-amalgamation days of the Central 
Company of the Ki mberley Mine. 

De Beers Consolidated Mines 
organisation, which was run 
secretary. The club competed 
wining the Dencar Shield (1914, 

Ltd financially assisted the 
by a committee and honorary 
in bowling competitions, twice 
1920) and the Pyott Cup ( 1914 ) . 

Reading and recreation rooms were Victorian instit utions 
established by the mining companies and other private 
organ isations for the young men of Kimber le y who were in need of 
a "homely resting place where they could spend p leasant 
evenings". No liquor was allowed, or gambling. The object of 
these centres was t o provide young men with the current 
literature of the day as well as writing materials. Here they 
could smoke, read , write , play chess or billiards, draughts or 
cards. Musical evenings were held at regular intervals. The 
reading rooms provided reading material to those unable to 
purchase it or those who were apt to go astray . 

"The Boardroom" in Warren Street was also used as a reading room 
facil ity , after De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd moved to their 
present headquarters in Stockdale Street . The latter bui ld ing 
was not, however, originally designed to serve this purpose . Of 
the many Victorian reading rooms established in Kimberley in the 
late 19th century , eg . the Olympia Refreshment and Recreation 
Rooms, the King's own Mission in Newton, the Iceberg Temperance 
Bar and Re ading Room in Christ ian Street and the Beaconsfield 
Association, all but this one and the "Boardroom" have 
disappeared . 

DESCRIPTION 

The Reading Room Club is a U-shaped building with a fine early 
20th century facade including a central gablet on a heavy 
cornice. The ogee verandah is supported by pre-cast concrete 
columns. Two, symmetrically placed double doors wi t h semi­
circular fanlights act as separate entrances. The sliding sash 
windows also have semi-circular tops : Rusticated quoining is 
found at the ends and centre of the building . 
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CONSERVATION POTENTIAL 

De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd have decided that they wish to 
preserve, and possibly develop the area in which this building 
is situated . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Read ing Room is characterised by its finely detailed early 
20th century facade. It is an important tourist attrac t ion on 
h e Tram Ro ute to the Open Mine. The Reading Ro om building is the 
on ly remaining reading room in Kimb e r l ey built specifically for 
t his purpose . 

REFERENCES: 

1. De Beers Archivist, 7-9-1985 
2. Allen, V le R, The Social and Cultural Life of the 

White Community of Kimberley, 1888-1889, History 
Masters Thesis, UOFS, 1990. 

3 . Verbal information supplied by Mr C Vertue 

COMPILED BY: Russell Brann 
Regional Manager: Northern Cape 
July 1993 
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C. F. WILLIAMS, General Manager. 

L. I. SEYMOUR, Engineer. 

H. G. PERIGNS, Consulting Engineer . 

JAMES SIMPSON & Co., Ltd., London, Builders. 
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