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In May of 2015 Permit #: 9/2/036/0003 was issued for continued work at the Type Site, 
Equus Cave and Black Earth Cave, as well as the surrounding tufa and flowstones for 
dating and isotope studies. The past three year cycle proved to be a difficult time for 
research at Taung. The 2015 field season was cancelled due to the “fees must fall” unrest, 
and in 2016 a small contingent of scientists only visited the site for two days. There were 
no visits conducted in 2017 due to financial constraints as well as a number of core 
scientists delving into other projects not related to Taung.   
 
On a positive note 2017 did see the completion of an honours project in the Department 
of Geology at the University of Johannesburg. This project mapped the core drilled next 
to the Dart Pinnacle. 2018 should see a Masters project continue the work on the cores. In 
addition we are continuing to work on hundreds of fossils that were left behind after the 
1994 season ended. We are also continuing our examinations on the fauna recovered 
from both Black Earth Cave (2014) and Equus Cave (2012 ands 2014) as well as 
numerous archaeological remains recovered from Equus Cave.  
 
To date there have been five articles published as a direct or indirect result of renewed 
research at the Taung World Heritage site in 2010. These are listed below. 
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