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1. Proposed Development Summary

Emoyeni Renewable Energy Farm (Pty) Ltd is proposing the development of renewable energy facilities, collectively known as the Ummbila Emoyeni Renewable Energy Faclility,
consisting of a commercial wind farm, solar PV facility, and associated grid infrastructure, including a battery energy storage system, located approximately 6km southeast of Bethal
in the Mpumalanga Province of South Africa.

A preferred project focus area with an extent of 27 819ha been identified by Emoyeni Renewable Energy Farm (Pty) Ltd as a technically suitable area for the development of the
Ummbilla Emoyeni Renewable Energy Farm with a contracted capacity of up to 666MW of wind energy and 150MW of solar energy. This layout, and project capacity, will reduce as
the EIA and scoping process identifies environmental constraints that exclude areas for development.

The project site comprises the following farm portions:

Parent Farm Number Farm Portions

Farm 261 – Naudesfontein 15, 21

Farm 264 – Geluksplaats 0, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12

Farm 268 – Brak Fontein Settlement 6,7,10,11,12

Farm 420 – Rietfontein 8,9,10,11,12,15,16,18,19,22,32

Farm 421 - Sukkelaar 2, 2, 7, 9, 9 10, 10 11, 11 12, 12 22 ,25, 34, 35, 36, 37, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 42

Farm 422 – Klipfontein 0, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23

Farm 423 – Bekkerust 0, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 2425

Farm 452 – Brakfontein 5

Farm 454 – Oshoek 4, 13, 18

Farm 455 – Ebenhaezer 0, 1, 2, 3

Farm 456 – Vaalbank 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

Farm 457 – Roodekrans 0, 1, 4, 7, 22, 23, 23
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Farm 458 – Goedgedacht 0, 2, 4, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39

Farm 467 – Twee Fontein 0, 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10

Farm 469 – Klipkraal 5, 6, 7, 8

Farm 548 – Durabel 0

The wind farm is proposed to accommodate the following infrastructure:
● Up to 111 wind turbines with a maximum hub height of up to 200m. The tip height of the turbines will be up to 300m.
● 33kV / 132kV onsite collector substations
● Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
● Cabling between turbines, to be laid underground where practical
● Laydown and O&M hub (approximately 300m x 300m):

○ Batching plant of 4ha to 7ha
○ Construction compound (temporary) of 6 Ha approximately
○ Operation and Maintenance office of 1.5Ha approximately ,

● Laydown and crane hardstand areas (approximately 75m x 120m)
● Access roads of 12-13m wide, with 12m at turning circles.

The solar PV facility is proposed to accommodate the following infrastructure:
● PV modules and mounting structures with a capacity per panel of 350W to 450W and dependent on optimization and cost.
● Inverters and transformers
● 33kV/132kV onsite collector substation
● Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
● Cabling between project components
● Laydown and O&M hub (approximately 300m x 300m):

○ Construction compound (temporary),
○ Maintenance office

● Access roads (up to 12m wide)

The project will include associated grid infrastructure that is required to connect the Ummbila Emoyeni Renewable Energy Facility to the national grid. The grid connection solution
entails establishing a 400/132 kV MTS, between Camden and SOL Substations, which will be looped in and out of the existing Camden-Sol 400 kV line1. The location of the MTS will
be refined through an ongoing process of communication with Eskom Planning but will be within close proximity to the 400kV line in order to cut into this line.

It is anticipated that the power generated by the project will be bid into the REIPPPP tender process (DMRE) and/or into private off take opportunities. The LILO corridor will intersect
with either the Camden-Zeus 1 400kV, Camden-Zeus 2 400kV or Camden-Tutuka 400kV power line.
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2. Application References
Name of relevant heritage authority(s) SAHRA

Name of decision making authority(s) DFFE

3. Property Information

Latitude / Longitude 26°36'25.92"S  29°36'26.38"E

Local Municipality Govan Mbeki

District Municipality Gert Sibande

Province Mpumalanga

Current Use Agricultural

Current Zoning Agricultural

4. Nature of the Proposed Development
Total Area Approximately 1900ha
Depth of excavation (m) TBA
Height of development (m) 300m

5. Category of Development
x Triggers: Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act

Triggers: Section 38(1) of the National Heritage Resources Act

1. Construction of a road, wall, powerline, pipeline, canal or other similar form of linear development or barrier over 300m in length.

2. Construction of a bridge or similar structure exceeding 50m in length.
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3. Any development or activity that will change the character of a site-

x a) exceeding 5 000m2 in extent

b) involving three or more existing erven or subdivisions thereof

c) involving three or more erven or divisions thereof which have been consolidated within the past five years

4. Rezoning of a site exceeding 10 000m2

5. Other (state):

6. Additional Infrastructure Required for this Development

See project description
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7. Mapping (please see Appendix 3 and 4 for a full description of our methodology and map legends)

Figure 1b. Overview Map. Satellite image (2020) indicating the proposed development area relative to Bethal
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Figure 1c. Overview Map. 1:50 000 Topo Map indicating the proposed development area
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Figure 2a. Previous HIAs Map. Previous Heritage Impact Assessments covering the proposed development area with SAHRIS NIDS indicated. Please see Appendix 2 for a full
reference list.
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Figure 3. Heritage Resources Map. Heritage Resources previously identified within the study area, with SAHRIS Site IDs indicated in the insets below. Please See Appendix 4 for a
full description of heritage resource types.
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Figure 4a. Palaeosensitivity Map. Indicating fossil sensitivity underlying the study area. Please See Appendix 3 for a full guide to the legend.
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Figure 4b. Geology Map. Extract from the CGS 2628 East Rand Map indicating that the development area for the REF development is underlain by sediments of Pv: Vryheid
Formation of the Ecca Group and Jd: Jurassic Dolerite as well as Quaternary Sands
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Figure 5a. Google Street View. Indicating views of the development area facing east from the R35
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Figure 5b. Google Street View. Indicating views of the development area facing north from the R39
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Figure 5b. Google Street View. Indicating views of the development area facing south from the R39
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8. Heritage Assessment
The area proposed for this Renewable Energy Development is located immediately south of Bethal, west of Ermelo and East of Secunda. This area is known for its rolling hills and
extensive coal mine infrastructure.

Cultural Landscape
Van Vollenhoven (2015) described the broader assessment area in his assessment completed for a de-stoning plan located adjacent to this proposed development area. Van
Vollenhoven (2015) describes the environment as “disturbed by recent human activities, mainly agriculture. This consists of maize fields. Other disturbance visible is mining
infrastructure…, a railway track… and power lines... Signs of old fields were also present which could be seen in the pioneer plant species consisting of weeds and grass. Almost half
of the surveyed area consists of natural grassland. The vegetation cover varies between short and long grass... The topography of the area forms part of the rolling hills of the
surrounding landscape.”

Van Vollenhoven (2015) notes that “At the beginning of the 19th century the Phuthing, a South Sotho group, stayed in the vicinity of modern day Bethal. During the Difaquane they fled
to the south (Bergh 1999: 10-11; 109). In 1829 the traveller Robert Scoon passed through an area to the north of Bethal (Bergh 1999: 13). The first white farmers only settled here
during the late 1850’s. By the 1890’s this area was inhabited by many white farmers (Bergh 1999: 18-20). The town of Standerton was established in 1879 although it already was a
district in 1878. Bethal was established in 1880 and it became an independent district in 1898 (Bergh 1999: 20-21). During the Anglo-Transvaal War (1880-1881) the British garrison in
Standerton was beleaguered by the Boer forces (Bergh 1999: 46). The Highveld areas also saw much action consisting of various skirmishes between Boer and Brit during the
Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). It includes skirmishes on the farms Oshoek (4 December 1901), Trigaardsfontein (10 December 1901), Witbank (11 January 1902) and Nelspan (26
January 1902) (Bergh 1999: 51, 54)... At Standerton there was both a concentration camp for white and for black people (Bergh 1999: 54).”

This brief history points to the layered cultural landscape that is present in this area. Due to the scale of the proposed development, it is likely to change the sense of place associated
with this landscape, and may impact the way that this historic landscape reads by obscuring layers of the past. Cognisance must be taken of this unique cultural landscape, consisting
of farm werfs etc in the proposed layout.

Archaeology
None of the area proposed for development has been previously assessed in any heritage impact assessment process. Heritage Impact Assessments have been completed nearby for
projects in Secunda and these can be used to infer the archaeological sensitivity in the development area. Van Vollenhoven (2015) notes that the geographical area around the towns
of Standerton and Bethal is not known to conserve Stone Age archaeology. He notes that “No such sites are indicated on maps contained in a historical atlas of this area (Bergh 1999:
4-5). However this may only be since no research has actually been done in this area. The closest known Stone Age occurrences are a Late Stone Age site at the town of Ermelo and
rock art sites far to the west of Standerton (Bergh 1999: 4-5).” Van Vollenhoven (2015) noted no natural shelters during the survey; however, the good vegetation in the surrounding
area and the rivers indicate that ample grazing and water may have been available, making it a prime spot for hunting in the past. Therefore one may assume that Stone Age people
probably would have moved through the area. Late Iron Age sites are found in a large area around the towns of Bethal and Standerton and number at least 585 such sites.

In the heritage assessment of a powerline upgrade at the nearby Syferfontein Mine, Nel & Karodia (2013), noted that “a heritage assessment was conducted in 2000 by the National
Cultural History Museum and included in the Syferfontein Mine EMP in 2010. During the survey, a few Stone Age artefacts were identified. These artefacts were not considered to have
any primary context and therefore were interpreted to have low significance value. No Early Iron Age sites were identified. The Late Iron Age sites found here conform to those
identified in the literature for the Southern Highveld area (former southern Transvaal, northern Orange Free State) as Type V sites. As the soil is mostly turf, Iron Age settlement usually
took place on the various dolerite outcrops. The added benefit of choosing these locations was that it was located at the source of building material used in constructing the
settlements. One such site shows interesting features as the living units were actually excavated to obtain enough building material for the surrounding walls. A few of the farmsteads
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dating to early part of this century were identified as possibly having historical-architectural significance. A number of abandoned homesteads are located in the areas that were
investigated. These seem to belong to farm labourers and were all abandoned within the last few years. They are therefore not viewed to be of cultural or historical significance.
However, some graves are located in the vicinity of the homesteads and it is possible that more graves will be located nearby”.

None of the sites identified in the assessment referenced are located within or near the development area, however the text provides a good assessment of resources that may be
present. However, it is clear that the development area has not previously been assessed. It is therefore possible that the proposed development will impact negatively on
archaeological resources associated with the Late Iron Age, burial grounds and graves as well as stone age archaeological resources. Further investigation of the archaeological
significance of the development area is recommended.

Palaeontology
According to the SAHRIS Palaeosensitivity Map, the area proposed for development is underlain by sediments of zero, moderate and very high palaeontological sensitivity (Figure 4a).
According to the extract from the Council of Science Map for East Rand 2628 (Figure 4b), the palaeontologically sensitive geology of the area is ascribed to the Vryheid Formation of
the Ecca Group of sediments. Groenewald (2014, SAHRIS NID 167013) completed a field-based palaeontological assessment for the Waaihoek WEF in which he interrogates the
palaeontological sensitivity of this formation. In this assessment, Groenewald (2014) notes that “The Vryheid Formation consists of interbedded very coarse-grained sandstone and
mudstone that yields plant and trace fossils as well as some prominent coal seams.” In this assessment, Groenewald (2014) made the following recommendations for the WEF
development within the Vryheid Formation “The PEA and CEO be made aware of the possibility of finding fossils in the Vryheid and Volksrust Formation sediments during excavation
of the foundations for the turbines and other infrastructure. A professional palaeontologist is appointed to monitor possible palaeontological finds during excavation of turbine
foundations and infrastructure where turbine positions and infrastructure fall on Vryheid and Volksrust Formation sediments.” The sediments underlying the development area have
very high levels of palaeontological sensitivity, the nature of the excavations associated with Renewable Energy facilities tends to be deep and as such, the likelihood of impacting
intact Vryheid Formation sediments is high. Further investigation of the palaeontological sensitivity of the development area is recommended.
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9. Scoping Assessment

Impact Destruction of significant heritage resources

Issue Nature of Impact Extent of Impact No-go Areas

Destruction of archaeological heritage Direct impact to archaeological heritage of
scientific significance

Within project boundary None identified at this stage

Destruction of palaeontological heritage Direct impact to palaeontological heritage
of scientific significance

Within project boundary None identified at this stage

Negative impact to significant cultural
landscapes

Indirect impact to significant cultural
landscapes and cultural landscape
elements including historic farm werfs

Regional Buffer areas identified around farm werfs -
1km recommended

Description of expected significance of impact
Field assessment will determine the significance of the resources likely to be impacted. Impacts can be minimised through the implementation of appropriate mitigation measures.

Gaps in knowledge & recommendations for further study
The project area and the area more broadly have not been subjected to many heritage impact assessments and therefore substantial gaps in knowledge exist. Field assessment will
fill these gaps.

Recommendations with regards to general field surveys
Archaeological field surveys must provide sufficient ground-coverage of the areas to be developed to be able to determine the nature of the resources likely to be impacted.
Palaeontological and cultural landscape field surveys will target sensitive geological and cultural landscape features.
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APPENDIX 1
List of heritage resources within close proximity to the development area

Site ID Site no Full Site Name Site Type Grading

26961 9/2/206/0001
Old Magistrate’s Office, Market Street,

Bethal Building Grade II

26962 9/2/206/0004
Dutch Reformed Church, Vermooten

Street, Bethal Building Grade II

87481 STRY029 Strybult 542/ 029 Burial Grounds &amp; Graves Grade IIIa

88439 MORG001 Morgenzon 466-IS/ 001 Structures Grade IIIa

88440 MORG002 Morgenzon 466-IS/ 002 Structures Grade IIIa

34890 SYN018 Synfuels 018 Burial Grounds & Graves Grade IIIa

135911 DC30/NAMM/0005
Nokuthula Orela Simelane Statue,

Gedenk Ave, Bethal Monuments & Memorials
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APPENDIX 2
Reference List with relevant AIAs and PIAs

Heritage Impact Assessments

Nid Report Type Author/s Date Title

157393
Heritage

Statement
Shahzaadee Karodia

Khan, Johan Nel 01/02/2014
HERITAGE STATEMENT FOR THE BASIC ASSESSMENT UNDERTAKEN FOR A POWERLINE

UPGRADE, SYFERFONTEIN MINE, SECUNDA, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE

358403 HIA Phase 1 Anton van Vollenhoven 10/08/2015
A report on a Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment for the Development of a De-stoning Plan at the New

Denmark Colliery, close to Standerton, Mpumalanga Province

5014 AIA Phase 1 Julius CC Pistorius 01/06/2007

A Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment Study for the Proposed New 88 kV Power Line Running from the
Majuba Power Station near Amersfoort to the Camden Power Station near Ermelo in the Mpumalanga

Province

5059 AIA Phase 1 Johnny Van Schalkwyk 01/05/2003 Archaeological Survey of a Section of the Secunda-Mozambique Gas Pipeline Bethal and Highveld Ridge

5700 AIA Phase 1 Johnny Van Schalkwyk 01/10/2002
A Survey of Cultural Resources for the Proposed New Tutuka-Alpha Standerton Power Transmission Line,

Standerton District

7920 AIA Phase 1 Johnny Van Schalkwyk 01/02/2004 Heritage Impact Assessment for the Planned Sivukile Extension 4 Township Lekwa Municipality
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APPENDIX 3 - Keys/Guides
Key/Guide to Acronyms

AIA Archaeological Impact Assessment
DARD Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (KwaZulu-Natal)

DEA Department of Environmental Affairs (National)
DEADP Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (Western Cape)

DEDEAT Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (Eastern Cape) 
DEDECT Department of Economic Development, Environment, Conservation and Tourism (North West)

DEDT Department of Economic Development and Tourism (Mpumalanga)
DEDTEA Department of economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (Free State)

DENC Department of Environment and Nature Conservation (Northern Cape)
DMR Department of Mineral Resources (National)

GDARD Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (Gauteng)
HIA Heritage Impact Assessment

LEDET Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (Limpopo)
MPRDA Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, no 28 of 2002

NEMA National Environmental Management Act, no 107 of 1998
NHRA National Heritage Resources Act, no 25 of 1999

PIA Palaeontological Impact Assessment
SAHRA South African Heritage Resources Agency
SAHRIS South African Heritage Resources Information System

VIA Visual Impact Assessment

Full guide to Palaeosensitivity Map legend
RED: VERY HIGH - field assessment and protocol for finds is required
ORANGE/YELLOW: HIGH - desktop study is required and based on the outcome of the desktop study, a field assessment is likely
GREEN: MODERATE - desktop study is required
BLUE/PURPLE: LOW - no palaeontological studies are required however a protocol for chance finds is required
GREY: INSIGNIFICANT/ZERO - no palaeontological studies are required
WHITE/CLEAR: UNKNOWN - these areas will require a minimum of a desktop study.
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APPENDIX 4 - Methodology

The Heritage Screener summarises the heritage impact assessments and studies previously undertaken within the area of the proposed development and its surroundings. Heritage
resources identified in these reports are assessed by our team during the screening process.

The heritage resources will be described both in terms of type:
● Group 1: Archaeological, Underwater, Palaeontological and Geological sites, Meteorites, and Battlefields
● Group 2: Structures, Monuments and Memorials
● Group 3: Burial Grounds and Graves, Living Heritage, Sacred and Natural sites
● Group 4: Cultural Landscapes, Conservation Areas and Scenic routes

and significance (Grade I, II, IIIa, b or c, ungraded), as determined by the author of the original heritage impact assessment report or by formal grading and/or protection by the
heritage authorities.

Sites identified and mapped during research projects will also be considered.

DETERMINATION OF THE EXTENT OF THE INCLUSION ZONE TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION
The extent of the inclusion zone to be considered for the Heritage Screener will be determined by CTS based on:

● the size of the development,
● the number and outcome of previous surveys existing in the area
● the potential cumulative impact of the application.

The inclusion zone will be considered as the region within a maximum distance of 50 km from the boundary of the proposed development.

DETERMINATION OF THE PALAEONTOLOGICAL SENSITIVITY
The possible impact of the proposed development on palaeontological resources is gauged by:

● reviewing the fossil sensitivity maps available on the South African Heritage Resources Information System (SAHRIS)
● considering the nature of the proposed development
● when available, taking information provided by the applicant related to the geological background of the area into account

DETERMINATION OF THE COVERAGE RATING ASCRIBED TO A REPORT POLYGON
Each report assessed for the compilation of the Heritage Screener is colour-coded according to the level of coverage accomplished. The extent of the surveyed coverage is labeled in
three categories, namely low, medium and high. In most instances the extent of the map corresponds to the extent of the development for which the specific report was undertaken.
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Low coverage will be used for:
● desktop studies where no field assessment of the area was undertaken;
● reports where the sites are listed and described but no GPS coordinates were provided.
● older reports with GPS coordinates with low accuracy ratings;
● reports where the entire property was mapped, but only a small/limited area was surveyed.
● uploads on the National Inventory which are not properly mapped.

Medium coverage will be used for
● reports for which a field survey was undertaken but the area was not extensively covered. This may apply to instances where some impediments did not allow for full

coverage such as thick vegetation, etc.
● reports for which the entire property was mapped, but only a specific area was surveyed thoroughly. This is differentiated from low ratings listed above when these

surveys cover up to around 50% of the property.

High coverage will be used for
● reports where the area highlighted in the map was extensively surveyed as shown by the GPS track coordinates. This category will also apply to permit reports.

RECOMMENDATION GUIDE
The Heritage Screener includes a set of recommendations to the applicant based on whether an impact on heritage resources is anticipated. One of three possible recommendations is
formulated:

(1) The heritage resources in the area proposed for development are sufficiently recorded - The surveys undertaken in the area adequately captured the heritage
resources. There are no known sites which require mitigation or management plans. No further heritage work is recommended for the proposed development.

This recommendation is made when:
● enough work has been undertaken in the area
● it is the professional opinion of CTS that the area has already been assessed adequately from a heritage perspective for the type of development proposed

(2) The heritage resources and the area proposed for development are only partially recorded - The surveys undertaken in the area have not adequately captured the
heritage resources and/or there are sites which require mitigation or management plans. Further specific heritage work is recommended for the proposed development.

This recommendation is made in instances in which there are already some studies undertaken in the area and/or in the adjacent area for the proposed development. Further studies in
a limited HIA may include:

● improvement on some components of the heritage assessments already undertaken, for instance with a renewed field survey and/or with a specific specialist for the
type of heritage resources expected in the area

● compilation of a report for a component of a heritage impact assessment not already undertaken in the area
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● undertaking mitigation measures requested in previous assessments/records of decision.

(3) The heritage resources within the area proposed for the development have not been adequately surveyed yet - Few or no surveys have been undertaken in the area
proposed for development. A full Heritage Impact Assessment with a detailed field component is recommended for the proposed development.

Note:
The responsibility for generating a response detailing the requirements for the development lies with the heritage authority. However, since the methodology utilised for the compilation
of the Heritage Screeners is thorough and consistent, contradictory outcomes to the recommendations made by CTS should rarely occur. Should a discrepancy arise, CTS will
immediately take up the matter with the heritage authority to clarify the dispute.

APPENDIX 5 -Summary of Specialist Expertise

Jenna Lavin, an archaeologist with an MSc in Archaeology and Palaeoenvironments, and currently completing an MPhil in Conservation Management , heads up the heritage division
of the organisation since 2016, and has a wealth of experience in the heritage management sector. Jenna’s previous position as the Assistant Director for Policy, Research and
Planning at Heritage Western Cape has provided her with an in-depth understanding of national and international heritage legislation. Her 8 years of experience at various heritage
authorities in South Africa means that she has dealt extensively with permitting, policy formulation, compliance and heritage management at national and provincial level and has also
been heavily involved in rolling out training on SAHRIS to the Provincial Heritage Resources Authorities and local authorities.

Jenna is on the Executive Committee of the Association of Professional Heritage Practitioners (APHP), and is also an active member of the International Committee on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) as well as the International Committee on Archaeological Heritage Management (ICAHM). In addition, Jenna has been a member of the Association of Southern
African Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) since 2009. Recently, Jenna has been responsible for conducting training in how to write Wikipedia articles for the Africa Centre’s
WikiAfrica project.

Since 2016, Jenna has drafted over 100 Heritage Impact Assessments and Screening Assessments throughout South Africa.
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