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1 The core of fa~hful workers, both from the archaeology department and Ov­
con construction. They laboured unceasingly with spade (2) or with pick (3) , 8S 
was required 01 them. 
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1 INmOOUCnON 

The management of cultural resources has been Increasingly emphasized In South Africa over the lasl few years. 
Architectural and historic structures have teceNed much attention, but it Is only of late that 8 greater awareness of 
the importance of non-renewable resources such as archaeological remains has emerged. 

Since the lale 1970's the SHE she has been periodically InsPected by the archaeologist Selective sampling of the 
site was done In 1986 when post-holes for fencing purposes were Investigated. Artefacts like ceramics and glass 
from the 18th and 19th centuries were klentifled. In addition, at certain areas the slone foundations of the 
demolished structure were visible. 

The historic and archaeological value of the she was assessed In a draft report (dated 24.4.1990), which was sent 
to the National Monumenls CouncU and the developers. Whh th~ proposed development of the site (plot 1298) for 
extensions to the Stellenbasch Hotel, the developer has recognised the historical and cultural significance of the 
area. In consequence he has provided a major portion of the funding for the conservation of the she, which could 
practically only be accomplished by means of archaeological techniques. 

Wrth the mediation of the National Monuments Council, e contractual agreement was made between the Developer 
(represented by the architects, Fred de Kock & Associates) aod the Research Centre for Historical Archaeology of 
Stellenbasch Museum. In February 1990 the archaeological research project was started and ended late in June 
1990. 
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3 EXTENT AND SIGNIACANCE OF THE SHE SITE 

The proposed development of the Siellenbosch Hotel Extensions (SHE) Is to take place on plot 1298, 
which is bounded on the nonh and west respectively by Church and Andringa Streets, on the south by 
Stellenbosch Hotel and on the east by plOI 1297. which has a single storey. rectangular building. used as business ' 
premises. Since the original grant in 1704. plot 1298 and the eastern, adjacent plot 1297, formed one lot tm 1810, 
when It was subdivided. TWo bu~d lngs then came Into ex1stence on plot 1298, which would to be InvesUgaled In 
conjunction with each other . 

For a number 01 reasons the SHE site has been deemed signifICant within the context 01 Stellenbosch. At the 
moment It is the oldest domestic site in an urban context in South Africa to be investigated. It Is also the oldest 
domestic site in Stellenbosch that has been archaeologically excavated, predating Schreuderhuis by 5 years. 
Within the historic core of SleUenbosch, the site is unique in that no other area exists with such a rich potential of 
historic and archaeological information. In view of tho fact thai the site is situated within the centre of the lovm, the 
public would be exposed and educated to the Importance of cultural conservation projects. 

The spalial dimensions of early colonial urban dwellings are practically unknown in South Africa, except probably 
for Shreuderhuis. Stell en bosch. How these early structures developed through time, especially in the face of 
disasters like fires, Is an aspect that has rarely been studied. An in depth study of st ructural elements and features 
on this site could provide a bener understanding of the early colonial panems In building construction . 
An opportunity would also be afforded to obtain a continuous spectrum of cuhural malerial from the early 18th till 
the 20th century, at which time rubbish removal from the plots was instituted. 

~ 

4 The SHE slto Is boundod rospoctlvely on the north and east by Church and 
Andringa Street. toward the south by the Stellenbosch Hotel and on the east by 
a 19th century building converted into business premises. Note the gale lence 
around the perimeter of the street sides for security purposes. 
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4.1 PROBLEMS AN D THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROGRAMME 

The archaeological excavations on plot 1298 have proved to be much more problemallcallhan originally realized 
or planned for. A variety of unforseen factors contributed In slowing down the project. One of the most important 
was the extrememly hard and compact $OKs and rubble. Consequently most of Ihe work had to be done by means 
of pick and shovel, vmlch was very arduous ancllime<OnsulT}lng, for It still had 10 be done with great care. 11 was 
also task no easy to distinguish the hard rubble deposits of the demolished house. from that of the intact remaining 
ponions, as both consisted of such slmDar materials . 

The logistics of excavating, dumping and final removal of tremendous amounts of building rubble and soil proved 
also 10 be a headache. The site was limited In Its abHlty to accumulate tons of son for any extended period. As there 
was only one narrow entrance, the sea and stones had of necessity to be caned to this area for removal by truck 
on a weekly and sometimes even on a daUy basis. Whh so many disturbances in the subsoils, It proved a very diffi­
cult task to deCipher the chronological periods of the soils and features. Interpretation ollhe findings was therefore 
not easy at the best of times. 

Weatherwise, the archaeological proJect was subJect to extremes in weather conditions. Unbearable summer tern· 
peratures Into the months of February and March unduly exhausted all the staff. The giant white wall of the Stell en· 
bosch Hotel also Increased the heat by reflection, as well as causing a windsti1l area. Nonetheless, crosswinds 
sometimes burst upon the site, spraying sand and dust over everyone and making any work impossible. The winter 
drizzles and sheet-rain probably caused the most delays and damage 10 Ihe site. With the site Ihorougly soaked, it 

. became a maJor feat to distinguish the different day layers which started to blend, and which became as soft as 
butter. 

Another unforseen problem was the oak trees. During the hot summer months they provided valuable shade. but 
during the autumn months. their continuously falling leaves necessitated a non·stop deanlng process on the site in 
order to take photographs. The slightest rustle brought hundreds of leaves fluttering dOwn, frustrating the workers 
who had sometimes taken a major part of the morning to prepare the site for photographic purposes. Other factors 
which made It difficult to take good photographs were the buildings and especially the trees, whose shadows cast 
inordinate spotty, sharp or long contrasting shadows. Only a few hours, one or two days a week if we were fonu· 
nate, could therefore be utilised for the taking of photographs. 

Finally, answering the endless questions of numerous visnors, passing the sne, proved to be very tlme-consuming, 
as the team were raCing against tIme 10 fjn lsh the project. A shortage of trained staff. made It Impossible to cater 
adequately for visitors, which was rather disappointing. A combination of alt these factors, not to mention 
shortages of labour on cenaln days, resulted In a very t ight programme that was running behind time. The 
extension period granted to continue the investigation to conclude the research project, was of great value. Yet 
funding for this expensive project had to be found for the extra two months from the Museum's own limited 
resources. 

~ 

(, 



I, 

'I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

8 During autumn the heaps of fallen leaves had to be cleaned laboriously by 
means of brooms from the site. 

9-10 The winter rains provided Its own set of headaches and held up the exca­
vations for days on end. 
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11 The use of the variety of measuring scales are Indicated In this archaeologl. 
cal section wtth Its complicated stratigraphy. 

12 The skl-cabln acted as the nucleus for all administrative tasks, as well as t)e. 

Ing the main storage area for aU excavation and photographic equipment and 

materials. 
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4.2 EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The standard height level fO( the whole site corresponded approximately to the top of the brick paving 
which served as the surface for the parking lot. By means of a dumpy level a number of standard level 
points were surveyed In across the entire site by means of pegs marked at Identlcal heights. To form 
some Idea of this level, 10 which all key references in respect of floor leve/s, etc. wUl be made, it Is about 40 
em and 50cm respectively above the heights of the street pavements of Church and Andringa Streets. All 
height measurements will be followed by the anagram BSL I.e. Below Standard Level. 

Whhln the text of the report, reference will be made 10 the rooms of the building, each room designated by 
an aJphabatlcai letter. The walls In each room are noted ctockwise from a north dIrection as 1,2,3 and 4. 
For example room B4 means room B. wall 4. The photographs will also be indexed according to tho 
above designations of rooms and walls where applicable. All drawings of the structures face northwards. 

The following scales were used In the photographs: 

20cm Qn 1 cm dMslons) black and white scale 
socm Qn 10cm dMslons) red and white scale 
l 00cm Qn 20cm dMskms) recl and white scale 
200cm Qn 50cm dMslons) recl and white scale 

5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

q 

One of the major goals of the Research Centre for Historical Archaeology over the past decade has been 
the location and documentallon of cultural and structural environments of the colonial and post-colonlal 
period. The main emphasis has fallen on hIstoric structures above and below ground, as well as theIr 
associated artefactual material. Historical documentation Is used In a complementary fashion with the 
archaeolglcal and architectUral Infonnation, In order to reconstruct a more reliable perspective of past 
lifestyles. 

The SHE project therefore fitted Into the research priorities as set by the Centre. The evolutionary and 
structural development of the SHE site was approached within a chronological framework of change. The 
data gathered from the structural and spatial dimensions, would provide stylistic panerns of behaviour 
which coUd be broadly defined and could be compared to other archaeological or architectural sites. 

WIth the above in mind, the following questions need to be answered In some way about each of the 
consecutive building phases of the site. 

What were the original dimensions of the building? 
What and how were the building materials used? 
How old was the building? 
What kind of wall and floor finlshings were used? 
Was the building destroyed by fire or changed? 
To what extent was the bu~dlng damaged or destroyed by fire? 
Why and when did the bundlngs change in form? 
What artefacts and features were associated with the different period houses? 
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6 METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 

As the oldest domestic property In Stellenbosch under Investigallon. It has a history 01 occupation of 
nearly three centuries, subject to numerous and complex changes. To create order and sense out of a 
seemingly chaotic Jumble of 8 variety of building materials of stone, brick, clay, sand and lime. proved to 
be Indeed a daunting task. A systematic. contextual approach of excavation and recording was utUised to 
order tho numerous bu~dlng elements of foundations, walls and floors Into a coherem whole. 

It was decided 10 undertake an area excavation of the site, In con1rast to the digging of select test pits or 
trenches. By this means large sections of contemporary levels and periods could be compared and be 
understocxl more clearly: The value of this method qulcldy became apparent on this huge aoo complex 
site. It was necessary I~ follow the full length of the stone foundations meticulously in ordor to determine 
the various houseplans and their evolLtllonary changes. The foundations would provide standard 
reference points. as did the concrete foundations of the 1970 bank. The similarity or differences In 
construction materials, and their contrasting Widths. would also serve as indicators 01 contemporaneity of 
structures. A most Important factor was the height of floor levels which would provide one of the besl 
markers of t ime. Finally. the blackened debris and remains of the 1603 fire. served as a critical 
chronological marker of time for the whole s~e. irrespective of area or depth. 

In order to keep control of the features and artefacts associated w~h the stratigraphic layers. the rooms of 
the house were subdivided In crossUke baulks. These baulks constitute the upright. thin strips (40-50 cm 
wide) between the excavated sections. providing this time vertical standard reference points for deeper 
excavations. They were also very helpful in serving as communication pathways for all personel on site. as 
well as for transporting soil by means of barrows and buckets. Three such baulks were planned on a 
north-south axis, running through the centre of the rooms for the ful l length of the house and Into the 
backyard. Two sim~ar stratigraphic baulks extending from west to east. would respectively run through 
the house rooms and the backyard. 

As the excavations went deeper, select test sections had to be sunk to sample and to assess the necessity 
of excavating large areas. The backyard was the prime location for any midden depos~s w~h artefacts of 
a domestic nature. Therefore, after the main features dating to the early 20th century were exposed south 
of the dwelling. the excavation of parallel trenches was begun In the backyard in order to cut InlO any 
hidden features. 

16 The stratigraphic sections 01 the baulks are sprayed evenly with a fine mist 
for dray,ing and photographic purposes. 
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Flg.7.1 Groundplan of Stell en bosch In 1710, based on E.V. Stade's drawing (Smuts 1979:50). 
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7 GENERAL HISTORICAL BACKROUND 

The town block bounded by Church, Andrfnga, Dorp and RyneveId Streets constI!uted a major part of the 
old historic cora of SteUenbosch. By the end of the first decade of the 181h centwy, a homestead 
occupied each of the four comers of the block (FIg. 7.1) (Hugo & Van dar B9f 1963: 32). The oldest grants 
of 1693 were to the Colonie of SteI1enbosch on plots a and b (FIg. 7.2) (Van dar B9f 1963: 13A,2OA). 

Fig.7.2 Lot designatIons according to the original title deeds (Van der Byl1963:13A). 

The structure on comer b was modlfled over the years and stDI existed by c.1900 (FIg. 7.3). Note the 
Impressive avenue of oak trees lining Church Street. 

r:;........ a, 
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Fig.7.3 Hofmeyer House was sftuated on plot b, one of the first grants In 1693. It Is drawn by A.F. Trotter 

at the tum of the last century. Th9 SHE homestead probably looked very similar (Smuts 1979:6). 

By the late 1960's all these street corner dwellings had been demolished except for the one presently 
known as Stellenbosch Hotel. The present plot 1298, referred to as the SHE site, lies In the prominent 
position of facing the church of 1687 and Its surrounding graveyard. 

In essence, the history of the SHE site cannot be divorced from that of Its owners or tenants, as 
documented In varfous sources. A list of owners of the plots from 1704 -1882ls Included (appendix A) as 
researched by the lata Mr J van der B9f (1963:23A). /t should be kept In mind that plots Land N were a 
combined property from 1704 tfII1810, when the plots were separated 
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7.1 PERIOD 1704 - 1728 

7.1.A Matthys Dledrlk 1704-1705 

I The combined plots were first granted to Matthys Oledrlk on 26.9.1704, which he kept for 10 months. As 
he owned no other propeny In Stellenbosch It Is likely that he built the first house. He was a buDder by 
trade and already present In SteJlenbosch by the late 17th century, as can be gleaned from the historic 

I 
records. As a master craftsman (meesters werkbaas). he and a certain Simon Janssen contracted In 1691 
to rebulld the western wall of the church (which is described as being In ruins), to thoroughly repair and 
whitewash It, to add an oven (bakoond) and chimney to the dwelling (part of the church) of the slck-

I 
comforter (Hugo & Van der B9I1963:25). Both were also employed In 1698/99 to buDd the very large 
Company stables (measuring 70' x 21') for the Orostdy Obld. p. 35). Oledrlk also contracted to build the 
mill stream dam and pound In the late 11th century (De Wet 1981: 78). 

I Dledrik (also speIt DIederichs) was a Well-known building contractor and mason at the Cape from 1690-
1702 Obld. p. 63, 64. 78). He had Investments In a Stellenbosch wine farm (whIch Is not listed In the Van der 
B9I ms.), for In 1692 he was listed In the opgaafrolle as being married and possessing 300 vines. a horse, a 

I 
gun and rapier (De Wet 1981:63); In 1695 (with no chDdren) he farmed with 8 sheep and 1800 vines; In 
1700 (no sheep) with 2500 vines and 3 leggers of wine. but by 1709 he was a widower with no taxable 
returns. farming In the Drakensteln district (Opgaafrolle 1692. 1695, 1700. 1709). 

I Incidentally. buHdlng actlvltles always got underway during the summer months and It Is of Interest to note 
that he acquired the plot In late September. From the archaeological record we shall see why buDding op-
erations were mainly limited to the hot and dry summer months. When winter came he had sold the prop-

I arty. 

7.1.B Johannes Elsevier 1705 - 1709 

I Elsevier only owned these two plots In Stell en bosch and a house in Table Valley, to which he moved after 
the death of his wife Margareta Voogd. From the inventory of her deceased estate of ·1709 (Appendix B). 

I 
we leam that both of them. with her daughter of 16 and her son of 10 years old. lived In their Stellenbosch 
home. All the fumlture and objects were listed together and not room by room. which would 
have fascDltated a reconstruction of the form of the house. NonethelesS, from the Impressive list of goods 
the following can be deduced. The couple slept In a fourposter Qedekant) with white drapes and the two 

I children. In a similar bed (cadel) with chintz drapes. A female slave. Romana van Bengalen. was also 
accommodated In the house. 

I 
The main fumiture comprised 10 chairs. 4 tables and two benches, a small cabinet contained 25 sliver and 
gold objects, as well as the linen. Crockery In the room was comprised of 124 pieces of Chinese porcelain 
(of which 82 Items were cups and saucers). 3 Jugs (probably stoneware), 2 pewter waterpots. a case of 

I 
square bottles, 2 roamer drinkIng glasses and small glass bottles. Weapons Included two muskets. a bay-
onel, 2 pistols and a rapier. as well as two canes. Of Interest is also a shelf for eggs. 

</' 

The kftchen goods (combuljsgoet) were listed separately and Included over 90 Items In Iron. brass and 

I pewter. Equipment used at a fire place, such as 2 Iron chains for hanging objects over the fire. do show 
that a hearth and chimney was present The only seating item was a -rustbank". 

I 
From the following consecutively listed Items. one can deduce a different type of room: one beam. a pair 
of bellows, one fish barreJ. 10 cylindrical bottles. 7 barrels In three different sizes for the storage of wine 
and 8 buttercask. Immediately below this were listed garden and construction tools. as well as a saddle 
and three horses. Finally. a loft Is mentioned. 

I The reason for listing many of the items. Is to form some idea of the use of the rooms. and the type of ob-
Jects whfch coufd be found In an archaeological context. The order of the goods Inventoried and the way 

I 
they were grouped, Indicate at least one room. a kitchen and a storage room and possibly a lean-to (afdak) 
for odds and ends. The whole house was probably provided with a brandsolder. 
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7.1.C Arrfe van Wyk 1709· 1721 

Van Wyk was married to ComeIia Helm 1n1693 and they had 9 chDdren, all born by 1709 (MaJherbe 1966). 
He Is also the progenl!or f1 the Van Wjks In South AfrIca. He previously farmed at KuIken Vallel (now 
Ralthby) (1699 - 1705) and afterward at Bonte ValJeI (Sept. 1711 ·1734) (Van der 8911963: 5BA. 56A). He 
Is remembered because he was occupYJng one m the houses which E V Stade depicted In his drawing of 
Stellenbosch on 15.2.1710 (FIg. 7.4). 

Fig.7.4 In the Stade drawing of 1710. Van Wyk's home looks veiy unpretentious. with Its low thatch. high 
chimney and two small window openings (Fransen 1979:80). 

From the above picture the following architectural Interpretation Is given (FIg. 7.5). -- .... ,., 
J (/ j) \-en 
s: 1 . \ u 
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Flg.7.5 The roof structure as It probably looked like (I)and a possIble room Interpretation (11), based on 

the Stade drawing and archaeological evidence. 

There Is little doubt that according to the chimney. the placement of the kftchen was within room B facing 
Andringa Street. The accuracy of the Stade drawing Is confirmed when one notes that the chimney 
correctly abuts the Interior walt The order of the Inventoried Items do not agree with the order of the 
functional room Interpretation of the 8dUal house. In addition It Is not sure whether there was any division 
between the rooms (C & 0) facing Church Street (see also Fig.1) •. ,. 
On the momlng of December 17, 1710 disaster struckl Through the reputed carelessness of a slave. a 
raging fire devastated most of the I;louses (except those In RyneveId Street). including the dwellfng of Van 
Wyk (Hugo & Van der B9f 1963: 34-35). To what degree was his house damaged? According to the 
official record, the -huijsen sljn verteerd, en In d'assche gelegt gewordene ~bld. p.34). No thatch was 
found on the floor of the few select areas that were excavated, but traces of burning were located. The 
The brandsolder probably protected the Interior of the houses. for practically no broken artefacts were 
found on the floors. He could have moved to his newty acquired farm Bonte Vallel, but he retained 
cmnershlp of this property for another 10 years. After his death, his wife remarried In 1715 (to a Coetzer: 
note In Van der B9I Index). There remains uncertainty how much of the house was altered or 
reconstructed after the 1710 disaster. Possibly. It could haVe been rethatched and occupied again. 

7.1.D J. Dalgue 1721-1726 

No record has been found of Dalgue during the five years he lived here. 

.:.,1-. 
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7.2 PERIOD 1728-1782 

7.2.A PlelerVion (laterWlum) 1728-72 

Wlum was a well-to-do inhabitant and CNer the next 46 years he owned a substantial part of the town 
block, as Indicated In FIg.7.6 (Van der Bjl1963: 21A, 22, 23A). 

, 
I ___ !A __ _ 

I:Cl . , 

.. 0 

1730-t.Q 

Flg.7.6 Plots owned by Pieter Wium from 1726 to 1n2 (Van der Byl1963). 

WIthIn four years of acquiring the double plot L & N with a house. he bought four plots forming the block 
QRST. By 1711 only one house was erected (probably on plot T) and nothIng else up to 1730 ~bld.}. 
When plot P was granted In 1713 to A B Coopman, a dwelling was probably erected (Ibid. p.22). In c.1860 
It was stili a single storeyed dwelling, but to be turned Into a double storey a few years later (Fransen 
1979:119). Wium therefore owned a number of houses on the block over the years and could have rented 
them out. In addition he owned the farm Assegaalbosch from 1755 - 1 n2 (Van der Bjl1963:52). 

His wealth can be ascribed to the fact that by trade he was a butcher and supplied the village with meat, a 
monopoly whIch was granted to him from 1728. For the most part of 60 years he sold fresh meat. primarily 
mutton and later a little beef to the towns people. His sons, Petrus and Eduard, assisted him In this trade 
(Van ZyI & Smuts 1979:209-210). 

OUTing Wium's occupation, we are given a view of the house as It appeared In 1757, as depicted on the 
Mader painting (Stellenbosch Museum) (FIg. 7.7). 

Rg. 7. 7 The Mader paInting of 1757 Is the most Important historic document of the dwelling during the mid 
18th century (Fransen 1979:82). 

4'1. J.;::;: P lQ. 
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Based on the Mader painting and supplementary archaeologIcal evidence, the plan of the house as shown 
In Rg.7.8 can be suggested. 
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Ag.7.8 A possible room interpretation of the dwelling, based on the Mader drawing and archaeological 
evidence. 

I 

The architectural details of the buildings In the Mader painting are quite Important. The predominant 
house-form Is simple In style, With thatched, hipped end-gables. Single or double casement windows, with 
or without shutters and small dormer windows In brown, or green with a sIngle door, are the general style. 
The exception Is the grand and elevated pastorie which boasts sash windows, shutters, a front gable and a 
. holbol end-gable. 

Wium's dwelling appears to be the most humble of all. The thatch reaches quite low over the white­
washed walls with, surprisingly, no signs of any gables at the front or at the ends. Double casement 
windows with green shutters adorn the Andringa facade while the door and three windows facing Church 
Street are painted brown. In the backyard there are signs of some kind of structure that Is thatched, but It 
Is obscured by the oak trees. The avenue of oak trees In Church Street have taken well In the fertile soli. 

7.2.8 Eduard Wium 1nZ-177S 

Peter Wlum died in 1 n2 and his son Eduard bought the plots from his widowed mother. He married Annie 
Malan In the same year (Hugo & Van der B9I1963:237). He was also a member of the Heemraden and 
continued his father's practice of providing meat to the Inhabitants of Stellenbosch. As a point of Interest, 
it was his widow who established the first commercial bakery at Stell en bosch In the year 1795, an 
enterprise which she continued for about a dec,de (Van Zyl & Smuts 1979:210). 

7.2.C Johan Godlleb John 1775 - 1778 

According to the deceased estate Invenoty of Johan Godlleb John of 1 n9 (Appendix C), he acted for 
some time as the substitute magistrate for the town. What Is Inexplicable is that according to the 
Inventory, he seemingly did not live on his own property, but on that of Paul JAck. to whom he paid house 
rent and board. An impressive list of articles has been inventoried, e.g. a four-poster bed, tables and 
desks, 10 similar chairs, much porcelain and kitchen goods. Including a butcher's bench (from the Wium 
period?) as well as four slaves. What Is also surprising. Is that architectural details can be concluded, for 
example. three windows, wall lights, a heanh, a storage room, as well as horse furniture, the latter 
Indicative of a stable. It could be that the postulated Interpretation Is Incorrect and that the Inventory is that 
of the goods as found in the house on plot L 
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7.2.D Schumach8r Aquarelle 1778 

The panorama of Stellenbosch village (FIg.7.9) as drawn by Johannes Schumacher Is pIcturesque, but not 
a great deal of faith can be put In It when It comes to detaU. Some of hJs buUdlngs ara not accurately 
placed, all exhibit the same general appearance with very little variation In wfndaN or door placement, or d 
gables. From his drawing. only a vague Idea can be gaIned of the house which &haNs 3 doors towards 
Andringa Street. 

Flg.7.9 The Schumacher aquareUe of1 ns of SteJlenbosch town depicts the dwelling of J.G. John In rather 
vague detaO. 

7.2.E casper Antonle Cornelissen 1778 - 1782 

Cornelissen owned the property for four years and afterwards bought the property dIrectly across the 
street on the south-westem comer of Church and Andringa Streets (Van der 8911963:17). 
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7.3 PERJOD 1782· 1810 

7.3.A WIdow Susanna La Sage 1782. 1798 

Susanna Ie Sage, widow of Jan Hendrlk Gertenbach, a.vned the property for 14 years. It was probably 
during her time that many altetatJons as Indicated by the archaeological record, were made to the house. 
The unfformlty In construction and cleanliness could all be traced to the period toward the end of the 181h 
century. 

7.3.8 SpInster Helena Jacoba Lay 1796-1807 

Although she owned the propeny for 11 years, she could only have lived there till 19 December 1803, 
when a disastrous fire ~ed about 40 houses. An official enquiry was held, concluding that the fire was In 
all probabUIty started by slaves higher up In Dorp Street In the shop and stable of the waggonmaker, Davkf 
KuhI. In the Ils1Jng of the buDdings destroyed, her damages were recorded as folla.vs: -Jufv. Ley hat 
woonhuls en Ben Ideln bultenvertrek, mltsgaders het woonhuls door den Smld Hellet bewoond- (Du Plessis 
1929:76-77). Correlating these buDdlngs to the actual excavated structures has not proved to be easy. 

The large house may have been divided Into a subdMslon, accounting for the "woonhWs- which Hellet was 
renting from her. The outside room may have been situated at the back of the house, existing as a lean-to. 
It should be noted that It Is not caI,Ied a -buJtengebou-, but a -bultenvertrek". Another Important point Is 
that, when the propeny changed hands In July 1807 to Abraham de VDllers. the transport deed mentions 
that the house was stUlln a burnt down condition (Van der B9Il963:23A). For at least four years the house 
lay In ruins, exposed to the elements. 

7.aC Intennedlate 1807 - 1810 

Oud-Heemraad Abraham de VIlllers kept the plots for about 16 months and on 19.12.1808 they were 
transfurred to the auctfonaer Johannes W Hauptflelsch, who owned plot M as well (Van der B9I1963:23A) 
(FIg.7.10). 

FIg.7.10 Ownership of plots N,land M by Johannes Hauptflelsh In 1808. 

A copy of a diagram relating to Transport Deed 496. dd. 19.10.1810 and surveyed by L H thibault on 
15.12.1808, states that In 1808 the plot was divided Into two parts (FIg.7.10). A large rectangular block 
(92'11" x 52'11" was to go to E W Wium. The elongated rectangular remaInder, with a narrow passage 
linking It to Ryneveld Street, was stUlln possession of Hauptflelsch. The widow of E W Wlum, who owned 
plot P (13.6.1805 - 7.12.1810 : Van der B9I1963:22A) was In the process of acquiring plot L again, I.e. the 
portfon with the burnt down house. Here we are witnessing the beginning of the separatlon of plot llnto 
two parts. Hauptflelsch kept the plots for two years and then sold plot L separately from plot N. 
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7.4 PERIOD 1810 -1857 

7.4.A Wlllem WIum 1810 - 1818 

In October 1810 plot l was acqufred by WBJem WIum. who was a member of the Heemraden (Smuts 
1979:147). He was qufte a prosperous man In the communfty. owning at least three farms. viz. Mon 
Repes, De UllvIugt and Oude Ubertas (Van dar a, 1963:64,68). In all probability he was the person most 
likely to have rebuBnhe house In a maJkedly altered form. 

The overall shape of the maln house Is outlined In the Hertzog map of 1817 of Stellenbosch town 
(FIg.7.11). The maln structure was rebuUt Into a U-shaped plan, whUe a 2,5m passage-way separated It 
from a newly constructed long outbuilding, whlch was partJally erected on the old eastem foundation of the 
previously burnt doWn h~. . 

AI L:J •. ,ii .:'J.~h:q._<.,L.·' 

Flg.7.11 The Hertzog map of 1817 gives the broad outlines of the two structures on plot L (Cape Archives). 

7.4.8 Jacobus T Krlel Jan 1818· Nov 1837 

Krlel enjoyed one of the longest ownerships of the plot. viz. for 17 years. Just across the street on the 
north-west of Church and Andringa Street. he also owned a propeny from 1806 - 1821 (Ibid. p.l?). 
Another view of the buDding Is gIven by the Kuys map (FIg.7.1'.1). 

Flg.7.1~.1.Map of c.1830 by surveyor H. ~ showing a U-shaped buDding (Hugo and Van der By! 
1963:206; Smuts 1979:54). 

7.4.C M/chlel ChrlatJaan A NeethIIJ1g Noy 1837 - Sept 1852 

During his time, the two houses were separately referred to In the transport deed as "Woan en huurhuls­
(lbld. p.23A), I.e. a main dwelilng and a house being rented out. The latter can only refer to the eastem 
outbuDdlng. The small outbuDdlng facing Ryneveld Street may have been erected by this time. 

7.4.0 Adrlen J van dar 8y11852 • 1853, 1853· ~857 

Van der By! owned the propeny for exactly one year before It changed hands again, but It Is not presently 
known to whom. this unrecorded owner sold It to Beukes after four years. 
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Flg.7.13 S~lVley of plot L by AN. Rowan in April 1882. In favour of Rykie Nelson. The eastern portion of the 
pot s not surveyed (Stellenbosch Municipality). 
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7.5 PERIOD 1857-1800 

7.5.A Marinul Beukee 1857 - 187t 

It was during the ownership of Beukes that the Hager map of the town of 1859 was drawn (FIg. 7.12), de­
tailing this buDding as practlcatly unaIlered In outward shape. The small. rectangular outbuilding Is now 
prominently depicted. On the Church Street side on plot N a buDding has been erected, flush against the 
eastem outbuilding. According to the transfer deed Beukes became Insolvent. 

Fig.7.12 On the Hager map of 1859 the additlonaJ new structure, Interpreted as a coach-house, is shown 
(St~lIenbosch Museum). ' 

7.S.B Andries C van dar By! 1871 - 1882 

For the next 11 years Van der By! possessed the plot with at least three structures on It. Judging from the 
following period, It was during his time that the thatched roof was replaced with a corrugated iron roof. It 
may have been In response to the disastrous fire of January 1875. Inadvertently a fire was started In a cob­
bler's shop In Andringa Street and within a few days a total of 45 houses were destroyed. "It was then that 
the reign ,Of corrugated Iron really began In our Dorp" (Macdonald 1918: 133). 

UttIe is known about the eastern subdMslon of plot L. but it Is approximately during this period that the 
cobbled stable was erected In the south-eastem comer. 

7.S.C Rykle Hester Nelson Sept 1882 

In April 1882. shortly before the official transport of the property to her. It was surveyed by AN. Rowan. 
(Flg. 7.13) (Document In offices of surveyor Friedlander). , 
As In the survey of 1808 (FIg. 7.10). the property Is dMded Into two parts. but only the large rectangular 
westem portion Is detaDed. It Is dear that these two subdMslons followed a separate history since 1810. 
The rented house (or "huurhuls, Is not shown on the plan. being treated as a separate entity. A boundary 
wall dMdes the maln dwelling from the "Remainder of the Property". 

The main dwelling has reverted back to Its 18th century square form. This could mean only one thing - the 
thatch had already been exchanged for a corrugated Iron roof and the central back was extended Its full 
length under a flat roof. A new lean-to outbuilding (for ablution and toUet facilities) and the larger outbuild­
Ing are also defined. Towards the south, In the backyard, a drain (possibly a cobbled furrow?) for refuse 
water ran from east to west 

As very little archaeological remains have been found after this period. only information pertinent to the 
project will be detall~. . 
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Fig .7.1S An undaled plan (plol 129B, no 79) of c.1910, details plans for the reconstruction of rooms A,S 
and C (Slelienbosch Municipality). 
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PERIOD 1900 .. 1930 

7.6.A Map 1905 

A 1905 map (Fig. 7.14) of the town (Cape Archives) wtth an interpretive reconstruction (Fransen 1979: l00~ 
provides some general, but apparenlly not accurate, outlines of the buildings. The eastern outbuilding is 
nol depicted, although eyewitness accounts verified that It was still In existence during the 1940's. 

Fig.7.14 A map of 1905 of Stellenbosch town, as Interpreted by Hans Fransen. 

It Is inaccurate in Its deta~s . . 

7.6.B Plan c.1910 

During the first decade of the 20th century, a number of alterations were made to the house. A d iagram 
from the Building Department of the Stellenbosch Municipality (Fig.7.1S). shows the ·Proposed Alterations 
& Additions to be done for The Stellenbosch • Onder1lnge Vereeneging". Al though it is undated . it certai~Iy 
predates the later 1927 plan. 

It details only the westem section of the main buUdlng where rooms A. Band C formed a "hall" which was 
turned into three separate rooms by means of two new walls. Window and door positions were drastically 
changed. Note lhat the outbuilding was used as a ' coach house". 

The outbuilding was now linked 10 the main house, presumably under a corrugated roof. The newly crea­
led rooms and bedroom, sitting- and bathroom, formed a unit for a family, but no provision was yet made 
for cooking facilities. Note lhat protuding, seml-circular sleps existed on the corner of Andringa and 
Church Street. 

In Fig. 7.16 the structural subdivisions of the rooms are separated [nlo two periods. 

A 

13 

, 
Fig.7.16 A re-interpretation of the c.1910 plan Is given, by seperating it into two periods, 

i.e. before (A) and after (B) the alterations. 
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7.6.C Plan 1827 

A diagram (FIg. 7.17) dated 16.11.1927 (Stellenbosch Mun!cIpaI!1y. No. 582. plot 1298). shows the com­
plete groundptan of the house. as well as 8 side elevation of the Andringa Street facade and a portion of 
the southem backwlng. Th!s pfan has proved to be the most valuable document we have of the house. It 
probably Incorporates much of the post -1810 reconstructIOnS. with later additions of the 19th and eariy 
20th century. , • 

The main arch!tectural elements are hfghllghted. The JJaslc groundplan Is U-shaped with a central flat roof 
at the back. all under a corrugated Iron roof. The eaves were all raised and the old loft continued to be 
used. The solder window In the westwfng Is probably a double. sliding sash-Wlndow. The U-plan consists 
of a large voorhufs and entrance passage. flanked on each side with three equally large rooms. A very 
large and spacfous agtertuds completes the plan. All Interior walls are drawn to the same thickness (to 
scale about 30 em which was probably to thin). whDe the exterior walls haVe a width of approximately 50 
em. Four sets of double glazed doors (with fanlights) open out to the exterior and one set opens Into the 
agterhuls, The doors and sliding sash windows (4 x 4 panes) are representative of the m1d 19th century. 
but the small dormer window In the back pedlmented gable dates to c. 1900. The endgables have been 
cflpped by the Iron roof but a rusticated pUaster on the front side gives an Indication of an earlier, more 
elaborate facade, possibly with a central gable (FIg. 7.18). 

Fig.7.18 A reconstruction of the corrugated roofpIan. with an Indication of the gables and pHasters, 

The small lean-to (eastward). contained two toilets a,nd a smail outroom. The most radical change was 
made by the demolition of the old coach house and bathroom. all to be replaced with new structures. This 
Included a klchenett9 and hearth for a woodstove. retaining the-c. 1910 four pane windOW. but with a new 
door leading to the backyard. Two new garages (one with a toBet) were bunt with foundations of a coarse 
cream-coloured sand-cement mixture. both with concrete floors of 10 em thick. According to the plan. 
some of the old walls were to be \ncoIpoI'Bted fmo the new structure. but the archaeological excavations 

have proved that everything was demolished and rebuUt. 
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Fig.7.19 Reconstruction of the functional use of the house In c_1940, according to verbal accounts. 
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7.7 PERIOD 1930 - 1960 

7.7.A Verbal Accounts 

During the 2nd quarter of the 20th century the main house was dMded Into three separate dwellings (each 
about 3 - 4 rooms). along Its north-south walls, parallel to one another. At least 3 Coloured families were 
tenants, some of ~em practising their trades within the dwellings. A fourth famUy also seemed to have 
stayed In what was the old "uurhuls- on the eastern plot 

Two old Inhabitants, Mr Francis de MontUle (duration of stay c.1930 - 1948) and Mr PhUip Poole (duration 
of stay c. 1928 -1937). were both Interviewed on site on separate occasions (Respectively on 30.3.1990 
and 22.5.1990). Both lived here during the 193D to 1950's and could remember the house and Its occu­
pants (Rg. 7.19) In broad ou1Ilnes. It appears the house was subdivided by extra partitions, making a ra. 
construction more complicated • 

Each of the elongated homes had Its own kitchen with woodflred stoves and toDet facUlties provided In the 
backyard. Apparently all the floors were of pine, as well as the cenlng with its Victorian-type beams (U ), 
all painted brown. 

In dwelling one, room A, the following tenants consecutively lived there: Smith with his tanor shop. Billy 
Poole, a school teacher with his mother and Johnny Rhode. According to mr J P de Vries. a shoemaker 
was also IMng here at one time. Toward the back. behind the kitchen (part of the flat roof extension of 
1927), was the garage for the hearse. This black coach was stUlln regular use by the Coloured community 
during those years. according to mr De Vries, who could still remember seeing It as a boy. Afterward, the 
shop belonging to Helnz the plumber was situated there. The second garage was seemingly used for a 
motorcar • 

In the second dwelling mr De Montille lived with his parents and family. He distinctly remembers thJ an­
tique furniture In the house 8nd the many Items stored In the solder. Objects Included a gramaphone, "His 
Masters Volce-, a quantity of lead and a machine used for leatherwork. His grandfather Jan Hartogh was a 
taUor. The steps to the solder were In the kitchen and a pantry was buDt below the steps . 

Mr King with his 7 chDdren flved In the third dwelling. He was a carpenter and used_to make the coffins in 
the buDding In the comer, whlch has been designated as the stables. In the backyard stood an oak tree 
and chickens used to roam freely over the wert. where gardening activities were also pursued. A fishpond 
In concrete was also present at one time. A cement stoep surrounded most of the building on the street 
sides whDe the area In front of the third dwelling was paved with bricks. 

The roof of corrugated fron gives the U-shaped tonn of the house with the additions to the back. Trees and 
vegetation In the backyard obsCure any possible datan. A portion of the passage between the main 
dwelling and eastern outbuDding Is covered. A very large oak tree In Church Street was situated in the 
vicinity of the present entrance at the passage separating the main house and outbuDdlng. Some of Its 
charred roots are stU! visible on the sJelewaJk. 

7.7.B Aerial Photograph 1937 

Conflrmatlon of the general condusfons readted so far Is found In an aerial photograph of this period 
(Rg. 7.20). 

., 
:Flg.7.20· An aerial photograph -of 1937 ntves a general Irrapresslon­

. of thO constru~_~. ~ plot ,(StellenboSCh Museum). 
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20 Miss Schoeman Interviews one 01 the old Inhabitants of the house, mr Fran­
cis de Montlile. 

21 Mr Phillip Poole was also Interviewed on site, pointing out a feature thaI he 
remembers. 
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7.8 PERIOD 1060 - llHK1 

7.SA Demolttlon of house and erection of blnk 1870 

New developments and tack d respect for past archhectural and social spaces characterised the post­
World War II era. AI present It Is not certain when the old VIc10rianlsed buDding was demolished (the 
Municipality had no Information on this aspect). In all probabIity h was demolished shortty prior to the 
erection of the temporary premises d the Standard Bank a SAUd. (StelJenbosch MLrllc/paJlty, plan No 
7349 dd. 10.11 .1970) (Ag.7.20). According to the plan, the rectangtAar structure was provided wtth a flat 
roof about 3.5m high. The concrete foundations for thIs buldlng cut through much of the old structures, 
sometimes at critical points. Nonetheless, It had Its advantages. for It could be utJised as a sturdy 
walkway for labourers and visitors. as well as for carline the sol 

r ' "'-0';;:i;~11 • -!.~t . ___ ..!'!- .... 

Flg.7.21 Plan of 1970 for the erection of the temporary premises 
Standard Sank of SA Ud. (Stellenbosch Municipality). 

7.8.B Demolition of Bank and creation of the Parting Lot > 1872 

The temporary bank structure was demolished shortly afterwards and levelled by earthmoving equipment, 
which destroyed a large portion of. the western floor levels In rooms A and B. It was used as a parking lot 
for motorcars for a number of years. When the Canaris property (plot K) on the comer of Dorp and 
Andringa Streets was turned Into the present Stellenbosch Hotel during 1985, the SHE site was levelled 
and paved with brick. to provide parking for the hotel's clients and Stellenbosch citizens. 

7.8.e Archaeological Excavation. 1890 

The paving provided an excellent means of preserving the archaeological remains. WIth the imminent 
proposed development of the she in 1990, preliminary negoUatlons were entered Into with the National 
Monuments Counca of how best to record the tragUe remains. The Research Centre for Historical 
Archaeology. as a sutxlMsion of Stellenbosch Museum, contracted to conduct a full archaeological 
investigation to determine the Impact of the proposed development on the site. The techniques employed 
were in themselves destructive by nature and further exposed the tragae remains to the weather elements. 
Research was officially conducted from the beginning of February tm the end of April, but due to delays by 
the developers. research could be extended tlIl the end of June 1990. 

7.8.0 Development of Hotel Extensions 1990/ 1SS1 

Final clearance of plans and budgets, allowed the buBding contractors to start with the building 
programme by late 1990. The archaeological excavations were filled In and monitoring of the buDder's 
excavations could begin. 
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Rg.8.1 Groundplan of the SHE site with the primary archaeological excavations and features. 
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8 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESnGATlONS 

8.1 PHASE I 

8.1.A PERIOD 1704-1710 (100-120 em BSL) 

It should be noted that by 1704. 25 years had already lapsed since the colony of Stellenbosch was 
founded In 1679. Prior to the time the pica was granted. It constituted an open lot, where rubbish could 
have been deposlted. Indications of such artefacts were found In room A below the earliest floor levels. 

8.1.A.1 General Constnictlon 

To identify any remnants of the earliest structure was nearly impossible In view of all the disasters and 
changes that Influenced the site (FIg. 8.1). It seems that nothing of the original foundatlons have survived. 
seeing that the later structures were built directly on top or In place of them. What probably happened. 
Judging from the methods used during the periods afterwards. was that the stone foundatlons were dug 
out and re-used In the later constructlons. 

In comparison with the example of Schreuderhuls, the foundations would have consisted of granite. 
quartstte river stones and shale. Above the foundations a lower portion (30-40 em) of stone wailing. would 
have acted as waterproofing. The stone wall would have been drawn up with mudbricks. The latter were 
found In great profusion allover the site as fill. blending Invisibly with the dark loamy days. It can safely be 
concluded that the bricks were formed on the site, from the In situ days. They varied In colour from 
blackish dark brown. to dark mustard-ollve. They were small and flattIsh about 5 em thlck and about 10 em 
wide. As they were all broken n,deflnlte length coutd be ascribed to them. 

The fragile remains of wall plasters consisted of a soft sandy mixture with Ilttfe If any lime. Most were 
reddish brown or yellowish In colour and whfte-washed with a thin coatJng of llme. Floor levels were one of 
the best Indicators of which parts of the house were contemporaneous. Generally It was found that the 
earliest floor levels attained a depth of approximately 100-110 em BSL 

8.1.A.2 Rooma A &: B 

In rooms A and B a very hard, contlnuous surface was encountered at about 126 em belaN the site level. 
It conslsted of a gritty, mustard day. compacted to a cementllke conslstlncy with charcoal on top of It At 
these laNer levels of excavation It became increasingly dlfflcuJt to Identify swfaces. because of the heavy 
• rains and the thorough soaIdngs of the soBs. The hard surfaces became very soft and the day floors and 
mud bricks started to dlslntergrate. Because of the placement of the 1970 cement foundation block. and 
the re-excavation and re-use of founclatlon stones. It was not possible to locate the position of a hearth, as 
Indicated by the Stade drawfng. No signs of SJdlvldlng wall were found. although It was In all likelihood 
destroyed when wall B1 was buDt. 

A rather Inexplicable confIgura1Ion of river stones at thIS depth (120 em BSL) may have some connection 
with the hearth. The stones were packed In such a way as to have obviously formed a seml-clrcle. of 
which only a section coufd be excavated. No specHJc concentration of ash or charcoal couJd be seen In 
the dark and wet days. 

What was the southern extent of the house along Andrfnga Street? Toward the southern extremity of wall 
P:3 river stones and a few scattered artefacts occurred at the same depth. Indicating that this was actually 
an exterior surface. A concentration of stone rubble. consIstlng of gmnIte. shale and river stones at about 
2.4 m from the present endwall (A3). lncIlcatad the posftJon of an earlier wall. ThIs wou!d place the 
southern endwall at about the same position as the western endwaJl faclng Church Street. An exterior 
cobble surface also ended 8t approximately this southern point of wall P:3 (FIg. 8.1.1). 
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22 A scattering of random stones with incidental artefacts, indicate an area 
prior to the site being built (wall A3) . 

23 A sectlon of riverstones were packed In a seml-cirde at the deepest level ex­
cavaled in room B (wall Bl) . 
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24 Very little of the effects of the 1710 fire were found, except for the ash and 
burnt days found In room D. 

25 The cobbled surface adjacent to wall 03, was covered with black ash and 
carbonized thatch, with a concentrated area Just eastward of It (detail 26). 

,. 

"lb 



"1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
~.~ 
, 

\ 
;1 , 
",'. 

Ag.B.U PossIble groundplan of the house In c.170S. 

8.1.A.3 Rooms C & D 

Within both rooms C and D, hard compaded day floors. dark brown in colour, were found all.1 m BSL Charcoal 
specs occurred on and within this sulface. Above this surlace was another floor level with building rubble of granite 
pieces and rawbrick as a basis. Was the house alteratered again? On top of this surface (1 .00 m BSL) defjnite signs 
of a fire were located. In room C larger samples 01 charcoal Specs were found. while in room D the clay surface 
was actually burnt and reddish brown as It was subjected to high temperatures. 

A one melre wide cobble surface was located on the exterior 01 where the original endwall (D2) would have been, 
but which was subsequently rebuilt as an interior wal l. This cobbling acted as a dripline for the rainwater coming 
down the thatch and would have been an important means 10 drain the water away from the soft dagha days of 
the foundations and mudbrick walls. Practically no fragments were lound on top of the stones, indicatfng that there 
may have been no exil to the house at this point, and/ or that it was possibly a feature erected shortly prior to the 
1710 fire. On top of these cobbles a relatively thick concentration of carbonized thatch VIaS deposited, with a few 
odd artefacts within It.. Nowhere else In the old house was burnt thatch located. One reaches the conclusion that 
the Interior was not that badly damaged, except for select areas such as these, towards the eastem side of room D 
(Fig. 8.2). \ 

~\ ~ /'" 11 I, 
.I> ! 

______ ~I ___ -' I 
~ ~.- .. ~ 

'-____ --,I Fig.S.2 Groundplan of the house In 1710 where signs of the 171 0 fire were located. 

This deduction is borne out by the 1709 Inventory. which mentions a loti. which would have contained a brandsol· 
der of clay to Insulate the Jnterior of tho house from the burning thatch In Just such a case. Along the street faca· 
des no particular cobble formations were located and these may have been pulled up or altered as the house 
developed. 

During this early period refuse was usually dispersed over a large area. Sandy. reddish brown, oxidised soils cov· 
ered most 01 the backyard from a depth a! about 90 cm BSL.Wilhin this sandy matrix. a sample of earty 18th 
century artefacts (1700-1720) was excavated Irom a section dug in room G, reaching a depth 01 1.4 m. Small 
anefacts were scattered sporadically, which included pieces of Chinese porcelain ware representing cups. 
saucers. plates and bowls, numerous Outch kaolin pipestems and a lew broken pipe bowls, cx:Id pieces of iron 
(mostly rusty nails) and brass. Bone fragments and charcoal pieces wefe found in context with the artefacts. 
confirming that these deposils were part of refuse originating from the kitchen, which was situated towards the 
back. It can therefore be postulated that one or more back doors existed In the house. 
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27 The extent of the eartier cobbled stoep is detaned (room E). as well as the 
edge of linear cobbles at the bottom (28) (room F) and the area that was en­
larged (29) (room H). 
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8.1.B PERIOD POST -1710 

Arle van Wyk continued to live here for another 11 years. The refuse Indicates that the dwelling continued to func­
tion, probably whh no major structural alterations, except for B new thatch roof. The cobble stoep was enlarged 
and panially relaid at the back, for artefacts occur below the stones (Flg. 8.3). 

I 
1 
1 

'.:l!~- ·.1 

~39 
~- I - .. ~ 
" , ~ ~.-! .• '. ' ... , ~ · ti~ Flg.8.3 Extension of the cobblestoep In the backyard after 1710. 

Not long afterwards the stoep was slightly raised as indicated by a line of brick, of which only the corner section 
was intact (Fig. 8.4). The bricks consisted 01 a flat klinker type, orange in colour, medium·fired and all turned on 
their sides. The rest of them had been demolished during the 18th century. The sandy sediments below and 
against the brick attest to the fact that the area was subject to much water precipitation. The cobble stoep and its 
subsequent elevation would have been measures to keep the water and mud at bay. 

., .. ,.,~ ..... 
;-- - -_._-

, ------- Ag.B.4 Erection of a clayed·ur;>. outbuilding and brickllned stoep. 

A new addition was what seems to be a free-standing, rectangular bu~ding, erected south·east of the house. Only 
the southernmost wall was found at a depth of 70 cm BSL Above the 'foundations, built solely of river stones, a 
c1ayed.up wall was drawn-up, plastered wfIh soft yellow sand end white-washed. A floor of evenly laid mudbrick 
(built on mudbrick rubble), sloped northwards against a roughly built foundation of river-stones and granite, which 
were partially destroyed by mid-18th century foundations. Originally this floor was plastered with a sandy limeplas· 
ter, of which only select portions survtved. For the most part this surface was covered wi'lh a thin black humic layer 
containing charcoal, fish scales, minute bones and some early 18th century artefacts. The room may have served 
as a living quarters and kitchen. 

The position of the building, Its econom1cal construction materials such as river·stones, clay and mudbrick, the 
type of remains and the untidy, communal type of living space as indicated by the reluse, suggests that the 
dwelling could have been occupied by servants or slaves. II Is very reminiscent of the backwing of Schreuderhuis, 
where similar conditions prevailed and corresponding construction materials were used in the building. 
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38ln room C the lower levels of dark clay floors have been exposed. layers 11 
and 12 represent surtaces after 1710, wlth small anefacts (mainly smoking pipe 
fragments) on top of them (39). 

40 In rooms H/I a variety of old day floors were encountered. The one Indi­
cated with an arrow shows signs of the Impressions 01 tlverstones on Its sur-
face. . 
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8.2 PHASE II 

B.2.A PERIOD C. 1720 (go em BSl) 

During the second decade of the 18th century some substantial additions were made to the dwelling. A tong room 
(room E) was bullIon to 'the eastern side faCing Church Street (Ag. 8.5). Towards the back another large room was 
added (room H/ I). Although nothIng of Its original foundations could be traced (destroyed by the post· 1603 foun­
dations), Its hard clay floors were stUllargely Intact The da'yed.up outbuUdlng was seemingly linked-up with this 
back room, for granite foundatlons (as opposed to mer cobbles) were found In these key positions. It Is not quite 
clear how far southward room HfI extended relatively to the endwall of room A At first the back room had no Inte· 
rior divisions and had initially a brown, mustard-coloured clay floor, later to be replaced at 90 cm BSL with a black­
Ish clay floor Oayer 10.3). It was rather uneven and slightly bumpy, Indicating that It was long In use, whDe on Its 
surface charcoal and fish remains were found. 

The levels In rooms A and B were falrfy disturbed and conseQue~ly nothing can be deduced with certainty. At 126 
em BSL a floor surface Qayer 13) was positively Identified. A little higher al 120 em BSL a hard surface Oayer 11.2) 
was found, although It might have been a trampled surface. What is Significant Is that cullural artefacts were en· 
countered. as well as deposits of rawbrick and whlte·washed sandplasters. Some type of structure. probably the 
earl iest one, was alleast partially demoilshed and not Immediately nibuill. Rooms A and B consequently became 
an exterior surface. Artelacts like Chinese porcelain, windowglass, plpestems and bone were found within layer 10. 
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Flg.8.S A possible configuration of the house as It may have looked by c.1720. 
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41 The comer section of wall C 3/ 4 shows dearly how the white-washed p/aS1er 
bypasses the later wall 84. 

42 A section of the old wallioundation (1) altha rectangular building that was 
not demolished. The 1810 foundation (2) was built partially on top of It. 

43 The divisional wall E4 consisted primarily of shale (1 ), with a wider additIon 
of river-stones (2). The rough 1810 foundation (3) was built on lOp 01 both. 
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8.2.8 PERIOD 1720-30 (c. 75 - 80 em BSL)(Rectangular house) 

During the second quarter of the 18th century major structural changes were effected to the main dwelling. 
The whole house lacing Church Street was completely rebuift, forming a long rectangular building. either 
with new foundations or probably constructed wholly or partially on lOp 01 the old ones (FIg. 8.6). The 
foundation stones consisted of roughly hewn granite with river stones against or near the plinth, all laid In a 
dark blackish clay mortar. Signs of re-used granite with white-washed plaster still adhering to It, were 
encountered In room e. 

In room C the plinth (of the rebuilt foundation) consisted of granite ( at 76 - 78 cm BSL) , the Interior lime 
wall plaster was white-washed. Near the wail a thin but evenly coated lime layer was still cleariy visible on 
the day surface. It was definitely not the remains ot spUi or white-washed splashlngs from the wall. It 
overlay the hardest clay floor Oayer 10), encountered In all of the house excavations. A pick could scarcely 
cut Into the dark greyish clays, with a cementllke consistency and appearance. Within the matrix of these 
extremely hard clays the impressions of much finely compressed organic materials were to be seen. A 
similar hard grey clay floor Oayer 10 at 80 cm BSL) was excavated in room O. The beds of these floors all 
contained sharp fragments of granite and shale, represenUng the working surfaces while the building was 
in the process of being erected. 

The only dividing wall that was traceable In the rectangular house was a 38 em wide wall (02) In room O. 
The other Interior waU could have been placed at the position of the very wide, post-l803 foundallon (waH 
C2), which completely destroyed any signs of the eattler construction. The foundation of this relatively thin 
wall was buill with granite and river stones, but above the plinth, it was drawn·up In slate only. A very hard, 
dark brown clay layer (9), formed the floor surface, covering the full length 01 the room. Once again the 
lime plaster (wall E4) was white-washed, Indicating that w hite was prlmarily the colour used during the 
early t 8th century. Compared to the other rooms, room E was still extraordinarily long . 

Conclusive evidence was found for the rectangular structure In the south·western corner, where the 
exterior lime plaster bypassed the later additions In stone towards the back. In the south·eastern area 
(room F) the old exterior lime plaster also survived, with 2-3 plaster layers by c.1790 (Flg.8.6). 

[ c 11 D II' E II . . 
Fig.8.S The rectangular house with rough granite. foundations 

and plaster at key points on the exterior (> 1720). 

During this period the central additIon to the back was also renovated (FIg.8.7). A centrally situated wall, 
with no foundatIons and consIstIng of orange brick, was added dfreclly on top of the previous floor 
surface. The wall was 38 cm wide and acted as a dMsfon between rooms H and I. The surface of the black 
clayey floor, which was contemporaneous with the wall In room H, was strewn with fine charcoal, fish 
remains, eggshell, fragmentary p ipe stems and Chinese porcelaIn. A kitchen was probably nearby and the 
room was also in use as a dining area. As none of the old walls sUlvived, no signs of a hearth, with its usual 
signs 01 blackening, could be detected. 
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44 On the original day floor Oayer 10) of the stone built house. the limeplasler 
(1) has survived selectively (detail 45) . Note the whlle·washed wall plasters (2) , 
reaching unlo the granite plinth (3). 

46 The clay floor was extra-ordinarUy hard and whon It was broken up by pick. 
the scant remains and impressions 01 organic malerlal were visible. 
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49 

47 The hard clay floor Qayer 9) within room t was dar1c brown and gritty (1). as if 
burnt Afterward It was coated with a limeplaster layer (2) (datan 48). 

49 In room H dark clay floors were exposed. The dividing wall of orange brick 
was demolished flush with the last floor surf.~a::c::.~. __________ _ 
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Fig.S.7 A central backwing was added whlch ~ underwent a number of alterations by c.1730. 

AI a later stage this brick wall was demolished flush with the floor level and replaced by a new divisional wall with 
foundat ion stones, which were dug 60 cm south of the earlier brick wall. Another brick wall with rough but shallow 
granite foundations was built perpendicular to wall H1 but It ended abruptly. No explanation has been found for 

this enigmatic construction. 

Towards the eastern side the outbuilding, possibly turned Into an extension of the T·backwlng. probably continued 
as living quarters or a kitchen. There are signs that the building may have burnt down at one time, as thin strati­
graphic layers of charcoal. ash and clay are laid down in water sediments. directly on top of the sand-plastered 
floor. Above these layers, small artefacts were littered. ego bone, some of It burnt, fish scales. pipestems and even 
a flint. Towards the 'west of the bu~ding an open courtyard must have continued as proven by the old plasterline, 

which was white-washed a nur,nber of times. 

A number of years afierwards, the western back section (room A/ B) was enlarged with new (or re-used) founda­
tions (Fig. B.8). In room A (a yellowish clay layer acted as a base fO( a floor level Oayer 9) at 74cm BSL which con­
sisted of a coating of orange-brown clays of about 10 mm in thickness. which survived only In select patchy areas. 
No floor levels were encountered In room B, where the stratigraphy was heavily disturbed. 

The immediate exterior of the house was either surrounded with cobbles lying roughly around (as have been found 
In sections), or there may have been paving (as in C.1710), which could have been lifted and re-used . A backstoep 
(acting also as a drlpline?) consisting of large cobblestones. was neatly laid against the south-eastern length of 
the building. forming an open courtyard. This lends additional proof to the fact that the lean-to extension was still In 

existence. 

I i 
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Fig.B.8 By c.1730 a number of additions to the back were made. e.g. the western backwing (rooms A and 

B) was added, the dayed-up outbuilding was probably connected to the central backwlng and a 
stoep was formed by cobbling the eastern courtyard. 
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52 In room D, above the thin orange dust layer (1), a hard,dark clay suriace (2) 
was exposed. At the entrance of tho house a hard lime patch (3) filled the worn 
surface (dclaiI53) . 

54 In room A fairly largo areas of a coarse, cream-grey plaster (1) were still In­
lact. An old trench (2) cullhrough It and the floor stoppod against the old foun­
dation wall A 1, which has been demolished and robbed of Its upper stones (3). 
NolO the to-use 01 granite. with earllor, while plaster adhering to It (4). 

!I! 

--------------------
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55 The eastern end of the long room E. was neatly paved whh bricks In 8 stag­
gered fashIon, and pointed with lime (dolan 56). 

67 Note the small exposed area Immediately edJacent to the brick of e cream 
plaster (1) on top of a clay suMacs (2), whIch formed the rest of the floor of 
room E (see Flg.B.t 0). 
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8.3 PHASE III 

S.3.A PERIOD c. 1750 (c.60 - 70 em BSL) 

The layout of the dwelling stayed practically the same, except lor some minor changes. Bolh in rooms C and 0 two 
10 em thick clay floors followed respectively al70 and 60 em BSL (No trace of a floor could be found In room E al 
the 70 em level). The latter brown clay floor displayed a thin Umeplaster layer, with remnants lefllntact in select 
areas. • 

A central entrance In room 0 can be Inferred by a much thicker, harder and coarser lime surface, where one would 
expect much more wear al an entrance. The enltance could also be confirmed in the fact that the opening was 
neatly blocked up with granite with a ditlerenl mortar (yellowish) and buill directly upon the plaster layer. A full 
length cobblestone stoep adorned the Church Street facade (at 64 em BSl), having had a width of at least two 
metres. Confirmation of a central doorway was again found in the pattern displayed by the cobbles. While a smal­
ler stone was used for the most 01 the sloep, large flat cobbles and granite paved the way to the doorway 
(8g. 8.9). 

'III I I/, II ~\\\\\\ <~,:, ,\,;,.;1 /:1 I! I \\\"\'\\\\:\~ 
I ":':" 'I' IfliLtll1 i l/ ,.:\" \ \ ~\~~\:,:~:~ 
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Fig.B.9 A conjectural view of the facade facing Church Street by c.1750, 
according to the Mader drawing of 1757. . 

Once again. the rang room E held a few surprises. No trace of a floor could be found at the 70 cm level. Presum· 
ably one had to step down onto a lower level (nol unusual) , or otherwise no entrance from room D to E existed at 
this time. Directly above the older 60 cm BSL floor, a compacted layer of building rubble. consisting mainly of earty 
18th century orange brick. was filled In. One can conclude that some kind of alteration or demolishment took 
place. A t5 cm thiCk, blackish, loamy clay was used to ra ise the floor to the level of the rest of the house. A thin, 
light, mustard·brown lime-surface used to cover It, bU1 most of It disappeared over time. Another anomaly was the 
abrupt transition of the plaster coaUng to a contemporaneous floor consisting of t 3 rows of deep orange brick, laid 
on a 2 cm base of brown clays. The laner was set on a bed of the familiar black clays, containing n few 18th 
cenlury artelacts. charcoal, bone, Ilmeplaster and orange brick pieces. The upper hall of the pointing between the 
bricks consisted of grey IImepiaster, acting as a deterrent to damp rising from the substrata. 

The two contrasting floor types ~Imeplastered clay in the large room (LA) and brick in the small room (SA) suggest 
two different functions for. these two rooms. The formor lils In with the rest of the house as a living room while the 
laner could have been used as a storage or living quarters. A sagging of the brick westwards suggests that Objects 
of weight have been used In the room. One should contemplate the possibility of a room divider of wooden boards 
between these two areas. 

Another surprise was the finding of at least:1 regula rly spaced CUTtings (running east-west) within floor 7.1 / 7.2. 
They represent the impressions of sleepers (6 x 5 cm)lor a wooden floor, laid practically on top 01 the lime sur­
face. 
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58 A limeplaster surface (1) (at the same height of 60 cm BSL as that of (1) In 
photo 51}, abut the divisional wall E4. Note the Impressions of sleepers (2) 
which were laid afterwards above the lime floors. The later foundations (3) cut 
through the floor, leaving a small trench (4) . The earliest white-washed plaster 
(5) stretched beyond the c.1750 surface (detaD 58.1)': 
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62 SoUth of room E (see Flg.B.l0) the cobble stoep was extended and some of 
Its remains were uncovered (1) . A later foUndation trench (robbed of Its stone) 
cut through It (2), destroying much of the cobble stoep. 

63 West of room C (exterior wall C4) the granite plinth (1) wtth old plaster (2) 
(detail 64) Is visible. Above it, 8 later plaster (3) was used. The large riverstones 
(4) provided a finish for the very hard exlerior surface (5). A large post-hole (6) 
anchored a substantial pole. 
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6S The cobble stoep (western area) facing Church Street was beautifully laid. 
Nole the pos~lon of at leaSI three post.holes. 

66 The eastern area of the cobble stoep was more disturbed. Note the large 
cobbles toward the old entrance (1) and the blocked-up openings 01 brick of a 
laler period (2). 
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67 Oase-up of one of the post-holes. filled with 18th century brick. . -
68 The time consuming task of excavating these post·holes was carefully done 
by miss Schoeman. 
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The space Immediately behind (I,e.south of) room E, still formed a small courtyard with large. flat cobbles. On the 
eastern exterior, a cobble strip for the dripllne of the thatch may dalo to this period or later (Fig. 8.10). 

" o c.\~ ~\oov. h ...... t.lIo>o.\.l..t J 
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• I. 

Fig.B.10 Groundplan of the dwelling by c.17S0 with an extension towards the back. 

In room A a well-defined floor Jayer with 203 layers of grey lime·plaster on lOp. was located al c.S8-60 em BSL II 
was buill on rubble ml, which contained much raw brick, as well as many pieces of plaster with the Impressions of 
thatch reeds, all indicating major al1erations from roof to floor level. All Indications are thaI the floor level was 
contemporaneous with the present external wall (A4), which seems to have been rebuilt on top of an older founda­
tion. This Is borne out by a series of at least 3 different plasters used at different levels on the exterior face of the 
remainder of the wall. . 

As previously Indicated, the Hoor levels In room B were heavily disturbed, although a remnant of a clay Hoor Qayer 
9.1) was discemable at about 62 cm BSL What were the Hoors like in rooms H and I ? After the 80 cm BSL floor 
level, no other distinct floors were encountered, liIIlhe Hoor level 01 c.1780.This also applies 10 rooms F and G, I.e. 
the lean-t%utbuilding phase. 

Postholes in the fronl stoep, spaced at regular intervals, indicate a type of veranda during the mid 181h century. 
Within the bundlng l in Qayer 6) above the cobbled stoep (Church Street) a number 01 wallplasters were found , 
some with signs of colourful murals and pallems. They must have formed part 01 the post -1750 house interior 
decoration. Possibly only one or two rooms were decorated seeing so very few plasters were recovered. 
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69 The cobble stoep was later filled In with much rubble to a higher level. 

70 An earfler wall abut the comer end of the house (room C), but It was com· 
pletelydemollshed except for Its lower parts. 
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8.3. B PERIOD c . 17~1780 (45-50 em BSl) (stone, back) 

The house underwent major reconstruc1lon during the third quarter of the 18th century (Fig. 8.11). Unfortunately 
much of the elements of this tIme period were destroyed abou120 years laler when the floor levels were drastically 
altered and also after the 1803 disaster, when many of the Interior foundations were re-excavated and rebuilt. Vast 
amounts of building rubble were used 10 raise aUlhe floor levels, by at least 20-30cm. The fillrs typical of the 18th 
century. containing rawbrick. soft.burnt orange brick, wal1 l1meplasters (white-washed), and roof lime piasters with 

thatch Impressions. 

I 

II II -] 
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Fig.B.t t The houseform was significantly aHared by c .I 770, becoming more symmetrical in layout. 

Front 

WIthin rooms C, D and E there are Indications 01 a lower level 01 which practically nothing survived. The interior 
lime plasters against wall 01 stop at a lower level than the higher levels 01 c.1790, but only liII exists at the lower 
level. The change-over from 18th century building fill 01 dark, brown-black. loamy soils to late 18th/ ear1y 19th cen­
tury levels are very conspicuous. wilh no mixing 01 soils at all. making it very suspicious. Two new interior walls 

were constructed with a width ol38cm (with plaster. 40cm). 

At the western-end of the stoep evidence 01 a wall was found where the stone would have terminated . Conse­
quently the inference is made that the stoep ended in a low wall and endseats which is a familiar site in old Cape 

Dutch dwellings. 

Back 

New walls/ foundations were dug or rebuilt to change the configuration of the house into a rectangular structure 
(type of endosed H or more likely, a U-shape with possibly a central flat roof) (Fig. 8 .12) . Room G (position of the 
lean-to), was finally demolished (if not at an earlier date) and its rawbrick filled In above the 80cm BSl floor (room 
G) till about SOcm BSL The waUpiaster against wall G4 continued for at least 40cm BSL 

V I~ / I"'" 

--

Fig.8.12 Possible types of roof structure at this period. 
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A thin layer (2-4cm) of orange brick dust and grog Indicated 8 floor level of some kind. Towards the southem back 
of room G 8 rubble lens overtay tho orange brick, containing numerous IImeplasters. charcoal and sherds of Chi· 
nese porcelain plates, the Isner dating 10 the mid or post mid 18th century. A new wall separated room G from 
room F, which was an open courtyard. No such layetlng was perceived In room F, Indicating thai h may have con­
tained 8S an open space Of was ImmecHately paved (at 40cm BSl) with small cobbles to function 85 a coach­
house. Two Internal wans were symmetrically spaced to fonn the long baekroom or agterhuls, (rooms H-I), with no 
Inlemal division at first. Here again, al 50-54cm BSL a very even but thin layer of the deep, OI8nge-red brickdust 
was evident. In room I It was partly disturbed by later Intrusions, etc. 

At the corner wall H 3/4 a fragment of single tUe was discovered In the rubble layer below the llmeplaster level 
Qayer 5.2). It Is representative of thick, square tUes whh Its sides sloping Inward, measuring about 18 em square 

and 4 cm thick. ~ 

Similar examples have been recovered from the old church (0' Ouwe Werf site) and other Stellenbosch sites. 
These tiles seemed to be falr1y common, but highly prized , because of their durability. At present It Is sunnised thai 
the floors of rooms H, I and G were paved with these t iles. Afterward, when they were lifted during the alterations, 
they were eurated very carefully so that practically nothing of them remained except for a few broken ones. 

Rooms A and B were now divided by a wall, Into different room siles. Most of the fill above layer 7 (c.60cm BSL) 
dates to the mid 20th century, Of" probably when the 1970 bank ~s demolished. Large blocks of cemenl and 
brick, stones and granite were all mixed and judging from certain scrape marks, all the fm was deposited by means 
of large earthmoving equipment. Rubble fill of the ear1y to lale 18th century underpin Ihe c. 1780 floor levels. 

During the 3rd quarter 01 the 18th century or later, a wall with foundations was buill althe back, apparently to form 
a room eastward alit. Yel, a bell of cobblestone abut It, Indicating an exterior surface. At some laler dale, Ihe wall 
(with larger dimensions) was extended 90 degrees eastward. Due to the many disturbances In this area, no satis­
factory explanation can be postulaled at present. Westward of the wall, granite and brick sleps gave access to 
a back door. Only the impressions of the brick In the limeplaster have survived at the lowest step (FIg. 6.13). 
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Fig.8.13 An Impression of how the backstoep may have looked by the mid 18th century. 
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77 The foundations of the Church Street facade were rebuilt in yellow mortars 
(1 ), directly on lOp of the old building (2) (e)(lerlor comer, room C). 

78 On the exterior of room E the wall openings were also blocked up. On the 
left (1) a small section 01 the height of the stoep was found Intact 
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8.4 PHASE IV 

B.4.A PERIOD c. 178~1803 (30-40cmBSL) 

The most dearly d efined levels of the structure can all be dated to the last two decades of the 181h century. when 
the floor level was raised for the last tlme before the 1803 fire. The overall layout of the house was still similar 10 the 
previous phase. viz.. a thatched H-shaped dwelling, with large, sast}.w\ndows (Fig. 8.14) . 

o b .. idc. ...... t\... cI~ ' ''I .. ~c.e 
o c\",~ ..... tt\, d~ cu.~I7-0.<. ... 

o '-.-d '--he!. 1"".111\ 

o c.o'bblc ~" .. (oc .. 

Fig.B.14 The groundplan of the house with its floor types as it was by c.1SOO, prior to Ihe fire. 

Whal remained of this period are basically the foundations and lower parts of the walls which consisted of granite 
and shale, with remains of a white-washed IImepiaster, adhering selectively. As has been nOled, its not an original 
construction, as there are also signs of Ie-use of the granite, where e.g. I1meplaster still adheres to stones laid in 

the centre of the walls (84). 

Practically, the full length of the stone walling of the front facade was rebuilt f rom about 20cm above the 18th cen­
tury cobblestone stoep, and the old window/ door openIngs were blocked-up with orange brick (visible in at least 
two places In wall Dt. The yellow mortar of this period Is quite distinctive and contrasts easily with the dark 
grey/ black monar of the early 18th csntury. It seems the interior walls of the voorhuls were partially demolished 

and rebuilt to bond in with the facade walls. 

All three the fooms (A, a and C) facing Andringa Street. were paved with yellowish raw bricks, smoothed over with 
8 very thin but neat layer of limeplaster. The bricks were pointed with similar mustard·yellow days, whlle the lower 
half of the pointing and leveled bed were done with a brownish-mustard monar (Fig. 8.15) . 
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Fig.8.ts Detail of how the floor was constructed of rooms A, a and C~ from c.1780-180J. 
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86 The dImensIons of the old coach·house with Its cobble surface, can be dIs­
cerned amidst all the laler additions. 
1.Demollshed foundations 
2.1970 bank foundations 
3.Nlneleenlh century foundations 
4.01d entrance blocked up with brIck after 1810. 

87 Much blackened ash and reeds were found on top of the cobbles, which ate 
neally laid between regular rows of stone. The early 18th century granite foun· 
datlons (5) are also visible. 
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The voorhuls (room 0) may have been separated from the egtemuls (rooms H/ I) by a wall with a wooden screen. 
but all signs of It have been destroyed by a very wide post-1803 foundation wall (03). The whole floor area of the 
central axis of the house, represented by rooms 0 and H/I formed a unit and was tiled In a staggered fashion 
with small t iles, reddish In colour. Ahhough the hard-baked tUes d isplay brick-sized dimensions (22 x II cm). they 
were less than half the usual heIght (3 cm). None althem were found In situ, for they were all lifted, but in the pro· 
cess a lew broken ones were d iscarded. TheIr exact dimensions were Impressed In the bed layer ollimcplaster, 
which was basically intact for the ftjJ length of the central axis of the building. 

In contrast 10 the previous rooms, room E was provided wtlh a yellowish clay floor 4·5cm thick. Areas of It were 
heavily patched with a variety of clays, but all blending together. Areas were surely wom out by much trampling 
and needed to be filled up, a common practIce, especially In kitchens, where there was continuous traffic. It should 
be noted that wallplaster paInted In powder blue was st~1 found In situ within rooms A, e , C, 0 and E. Some demol­
Ished plasters also had pink band~ painted over the blue (Ag. B.16). 

" > E 

• 

Fig.B.16 The rooms faCing the street facades were all painted In a powder blue (c.I 800). 

The cobbled surlace in room F continued to be in use as a coach-house. Some of the stones were especially worn 
smooth, and the differential weight panerns led to irregularities in the selting of the small stones. Although the cob­
bles appear as quite small, It is interesting to note that they are always set vertically on their length axis. in order to 
be firmly anchored in the days (Fig. B.17). 

TO' cJooCbOO 
S\bE DDO[§;rlJ 

Fig.B.17 Detail showing the technique how small river·stones were 
laid during much of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

A wide entrance is visible in wall F2 which has later been blocked up with orange bricks after c.I B10. Whatever 
Hooring material was used In room G, II was so thoroughly removed. thaI literally nothing 01 It could be traced 
within the room. A day or soft brick flooring would have been left in situ, the alternative is that It could have been 
tiled. Batavian tile pieces (c. 30 cm squared), were found though out of context. In room l a section (0 20 -22) was 
taken off and it revealed a cobbled floor (10 • 22 cm stones) with the typicat signs of the 1803 lire on lop of it. It 
seems that room G was consequently provided with a~cobble surface, possibly to be used as stables? Rooms F 
and G and the eastern eXlerior were cleaJty demarcated as back activity areas. 
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Stoep exteriors 

The cobble stoep facing Church Street had been filled In by this lime, as can be inferred from the eXleriot plasters, 
which Ind ined horizontally at 32 em above the cobbles. Indications are lhatthe S10eps may have been paved with 
bricks or possibly I~es (Rg. 8.18). 
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Fig.8. tS Stratigraphic section detailing the height of the floor and the stoep exterior facing Church Street al 

the l ime 01 the 1803 fire. 

On the Andringa Street side, the strip 01 Slone cobbling continued 10 be exposed to the elements, providing a 
dripline lot the thatched rool. The configuration of the rool could have taken two forms (Fig. 8.19). 

V I"" / 
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~ / 

\1 71~ I I I 

~ >~, (\ 
Fig.R 19 The configuration of the roofstruclure may have been either U·shaped with a central flaltoo! (Al , or 

H-shaped with flat rools between the legs (6) (post-18tO) . 

A portion of similarly lain cobbles was exposed toward the south-eastern end 01 the building, next to and beyond 
the original perimeter of the old house. Another wall (01 a building?) was thus buil t Hush against h, possibly at this 
time or after 1810. 

What Is rather enIgmatic, Is the fact that on the eastern side a cobbled surface whh shallow furrows was also ex­
posed, stretching at least 2.2m wide. Beyond this point everything was destroyed by the 1970 foundations and 
deeply lain stormwater pipes. The cobbles sloped down at a slight angle. so ~ would have been difficult to occupy 
this area as living quarters. The manner in which the shallow lurrows were shaped suggest they were actually In 
use to drain all water from two central points, which would be situated about where one would expect a Hat roof 
catching the water from the main thatched rools and spilling it by means of two spouts onto the cobbles. The 
question remains just how to marry the facts of a dwelling on this side with evidence that it was atso an exposed 
area at the same time? See the next phase for more details. 

Finally there is the historical documentation of a small exterior room (ldein buitenvertrek) which existed at the back. 
Note should be taken that the structure is not relerred to as being completely separate from the ma in dwelling. 11 
possibly refers to the remains of the st ructure discovered against the central southern wall. Because this area is so 
heavily disturbed (the 1920 cement garages are practically built on top 01 it), linle informat ion could be gained from 
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8 .•• B PERIOD 1803-1810 

from hlstorlcal documentation It Is quite dear thai the dwelling was also gutted by the disastrous fire of 
1803, which destroyed numerous dwellings In Dorp Street, as well 8S other buUdlngs In various parts of the 
lown. 

The archaeological Investigations provides more details of Interest. No attempt was Immediately made 
after 1803 to restore the old house. Many of the clays. bricks 800 plasters showed signs of blending 8S 
they were exposed 10 waler action over a prolonged pericx:l of time. BuDding rubble continued to topple 
onto the floors, compacted eNer many seasons. The blackened floor layers and the numerous carbonized 
thatch particles and concentrations, acted as Important chronological Indicators of the contemporaneous 
parts of the house, which have been described In Phase IV. Certain areas showed differential 
concentrations of e~her ash, thatch, plasters. brick, or artefacts (Ag. 8.20). 

§ ..... ood 

. §] 't\-.a..td. -+ Mol.., 

[!] o~tt'-a.c.h 

Fig.B.20 Groundplan of the house and site, showing the areas where large or conspicuous concentrations 
of carbonized thatch. wood and anelacts were encountered (1803-1810)_ 

One of the few areas where carbonised wooden boards (probably part of the ceiling) were found where 
they fell. was In room E. A few glass and ceramic items were In use here. and were left as ·primary de 
facto· refuse where they fell (South 19n) on the yellow clay floor during the flra of 1803. A number of 
ChInese porcelain fragments could be mended. representing a gInger Jar and a stonewara Jug. whl1a 
fragments of drinking glasses and bottles wara also recovered. Some of the glass had reached melting 
point and consequently were heavily distoned by the extreme heat These types of anefacts confirmed the 
conclusion that this room was probably used as a kitchen at one stage. 

In room C. a few scattered artefacts were found against the Interior of wall C4. A heavy concentration of 
virtually only bottle glass was encountered on the remnants of the surfaces of the brick floors and amidst 
the disturbed rubble of the 20th century In room A. AU the green glass was heavily fragmented to a general 
uniform size. There Is little doubt that they were stored In this room and were shanered by the heat of the 
fire. Another concentration of artefacts with predominantly Chinese porcelain. was found In the north­
western end of room H. Carbonlsed thatch and black charcoal were also found on the cobbled surfaces. 
as detaned In Fig. 4.8. SImilar deposits and building rubble (with no artefacts) were located south of the 
dwelling al about 90 cm BSl, at which depth the contemporary exterior surfaces were situated. All the 
structures on the site deteriorated and were practically reduced 10 ruins. This is confirmed to some degree 
by the historical documentation. for when the house was bought In 1807 by De V~lJers, it was stili 
described as a burnt down dwelling (Van der Bljll963:23A). 
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--------------------

97 The effect of the fire was even lelt beyond the Umeplastered IIoor covering, 
rlghllnlo the yellow brick (room C). 

98 Tho noor 01 room E consisted of 8 thick yellow clay layer (1), with various 
patches 01 clay to fUl worn-out areas (2) . Charred boards (presumably from the 
cell1ng) (3), were discovered amidst the rubble overtylng the floor. 

99 In the southernmost area of room E. signs of 8 thin, blackened plaster layer 
were found on top 01 the clay floor. Ceramics and glass artefacts were found In 
situ on the floor surface (see 100·103) . 

--------------------

100 Artefacts from room E gutted In the 1603 fire Included a ChInese porcelain 
ginger Jar (scale : 20 em). 

101 loNens 2.wlndowglass (some warped) 
3.BowI base with kilin design 
4.Upper portion 01 a martevaan storage Jar 
5.80nle glass 

102 I.MoIlen leaded glassware 2.6ottle tops 
3.Drlnklng glasses (dIstorted) 
4.Pharmaceutlcal glass? (dIstorted) 

101 

101. 

~ 
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103 A concentralion 01 Chinese porcelain was to be found In this particular area 
(room H), fdled·ln atter the foundations were robbed al lhe!r stone In c.letO. 

, 
104 Fragments Included plates (1). a bow1 (2) and a vase (3) . 
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1 05 On the eastem sides of rooms A and B a vaS! amount of smalilragmenled 
bonle glass pIeces were found wtthln the later fUI. Originally they would have 
lain on lhe floor surface, as was found to be the case where small intact sec­
tions of the Hoor were excavated. 

106 Beyond the filled-In foundation 83, shards of ceramics and glass were dis­
carded with the rubble. 

BO 
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107 Room B was also paInted in blue, as a small secllon indicated, where the 
post-IBIC foundation abut It (see detaD 107.1). 
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108 Aerial view of the site, IndIcating how the configuration of the buildings 
changed after 1810 Into the main dwelling westward and the outbuilding east· 
ward. 

109 Against wall 82, two JInes of marstone were found , though heavily dis­
turbed to give a false impression of a circular feature. They rested on the c.1780 
clay floor with charcoal and artefacts (1803) below and between them. II could 
be a feature associated with a hearth of post-181O. 
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8.5 PHASEV 

8.5 PERIOD > 1810 (0-1 Oem BSL) 

As has been suggested in the historical outlIne of the site, the dwelling was probably not rebuilt t ~l lhe ownership of 
Willem Wium in 1810. In the light of the complete chaos and ruin of the house, he conceived a completely new plan 
of the plot and Its structures. Historically there Is evidence that the plot was dMded into two portions by 1808. All 
the rubble was conveniently deposited Into the rooms and t~1r floor surfaces were leveled and raised In height by 
at least 50 • 60 em. Consequently, practically nothing 01 the floor surfaces of thIs period or anything afterward 
could be recovered, as they were all razed In the c. 1960 demolition of the house. Even all traces 01 the post - l Bl0 
walls disappeared, as well as the upper portions of the foundations (Ag.B.21). 

~ 

:;~I, I=I ===j 

l!i 

.... --IT..: .:..::--- --· 
II 
,I 
,I 

" 'I 
I, , 
,I 

:' 
" :\ 
I, 

" 

Fig.B.21 Groundplan of the house as It was rebuilt aher c.1BtQ, creating two structures. 

The main foundation walls 01 the Andringa and Church street facades were retained, but over the rest of the site, 
new and very broad stone loundalions were laid. The stone was quarried on site, i.e. the foundalions of the Interior 
N-S walls were all re-excavaled and re-used in the new foundations and walls. Three new parallel foundations 
emerged, built primarily with dressed granite as the sides altha wall (some even d isplay old plaster, ego stones In 
wall G4) and the center of the wall was filled with smaller quartzite stones and slate. 

In room C, the old wall C3 was retained, but a new wall was buill part ially on top of the old wall E3, at the opposite 
side of the house. As lill from the 1803 l ire ovenay the foundations of wall 83, It was probably demolished. Yet 
there were clear Indications of another shallow wall, directly In the corner of walls Bl / 2. River-stones were laid in 
two rows on top of the c.1780 brick plastered floor. Glass bottle fragments and ceramics, with thick deposits of 
black ash and charcoal, were lound between the stones. Consequently It was bu~t aher the 1803 fire. As these 
slone walls were again demolished, It Is not certain what purpose they served. They may have formed part 01 a 
hearth. ;. 
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113 The post-1elO foundatIons of re-used granite. riverstones and shale were 
quite deep, as exposed In this section in room G, wall 2. 

114 On the Andringa Street side, a new set of steps were built on top 'of Ihe 
dripllne QookIng north) (see Fig.8.21). 

115 The cobbled diipline and Ihe area beyond it on It,e Andringa side was stilt 
open and became the area where a lot of kitchen rubbish was dIsposed of after 
1810 (see 116-117). A unIque find was Ihe rib bone of a whale specIes. 
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Foundation 03 Is In sharp contrast whh the others, as It is buBt solely whh large river-stones, has a different dagha 
on top and does not bond In whh the two &Ide walls. Yet It is of the same width as the other post 1803 walls and It 
seems that It was buUI as an afterthought The newly dug foundation at the southem end in room H. was also built 
with very large cobbles. II possessed a narrower width 01 65 em and so the wall would have been about 4O·50cm 
wide. According to the 1817 Hert20g plan. the building was U-shaped end this is confirmed in the archaeological 
evidence of the structure.A new configuratIon of the roof structure was elso now necessitated, by a central flat roof 
(Fig. 8.22). A oor surfaces may have contlnuod to be constructed In the traditional manner of clays, limeptastered 
surfaces. tiles and wooden boards. 

lbi 7f\J 

Fig.B.22 Probable configuration of the roofplan of the house, as Indicated by the Hertzog map of 1817. 

The dimensions of the old house were specifically d iminished in order to rebuild the dwelling in the symmetrical 
Georgian style which was the leading fashion. The anomaly of the long outroom (E) lacing Church Street. was 
therefore solved by this new configuration. Secondly. a new outbu~ding could nQIN take shape with a passageway 
of 2.5 metres separating It from the main dwelling. The eastern walt of the old house. now became the west~rn walt 
of the nelNly erected outbuilding. Its floor surfaces were InitlaUy rather low compared to those of the main dwelling. 
A hard, level surface Oayer 8.2) was found withIn e few centimetres on top of the cobbles. with no subdivisions . 
The upper floors were located 16 cm higher. A narrow brlck wall now divided the area In two rooms. In room P two 
thin . yellowish consecutive clay surfaces represented the later floors, whDe in room N two thin, brown clay layers at 
a slightly lower leVel, formed the floor surfaces. 

The stoep faCing Church Street was now brought round to the southem end of room C. Brick and cobbles were 
used to form the steps, of which a portion remaIned. tt should be noted that the rest of the dripline cobbling was 
still exposed on this western·slde and formed a convenient d isposal area for a substantial amount of rubbish, for 
the period c.1810·1830. Within the finely sorted matrix of grey, sedimentary sands, much bone and charcoal were 
deposited, typical Indicators of refuse origlnallng from a kitchen. Domestic artefacts ranged from ceramics, bonles 
and drinking glasses to window glass. brass and iron objects. A surprising find was a larger. heavy bone. initially 
thought to be ivory. But on closer examination, It was concluded that It probably represents part of a big rib bone 
of a species 01 whale! A specialist at the South African Museum in Cape Town Identified It positively as such and 
staled that it could belong to the Southern Right whale species . 

Another localised deposit of kitchen refuse was encountered In room F. After the robbing of the upper portions of 
stone from the foundation wall F3 (c.l nO). a small seetion of the trench was backfilled with rubbish, which was 
probably collected from another aros. Henco, Items were very much similar 10 those of the previously described fill 
located on the western paving of Andringa Street. 
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116 Amongst this kitchen rubbish (> 1810) the following was found: 
I .English soft-paste porcelain plate 
2.Chloosa porcelain plates, blue-and-whlte 
3.Chinese porcelain plate, over-decorated 
4.Brasswate (Including a penny with an illegible 
date) and lead strips 

5.1ron horseshoe 

117 I .Brass tacks 2.Brass objects 3.lron nail 
4.80no button backs (3) S.Brass bunon with 

doth 6.wlndow glass 7.EngUsh porcelain 
a.Chlnese porcelain. 

118 Similar period artldes were filled In within room F where the foundallons 
were robbed of Slone (1 18-121). 1.Earthenware 2.Varlety of English porcelain 
a.Chlnese porcelain 

--------------------

'" 
119 I .Flsh remaIns. 2.Shell. 3.0strlch eggshell 

(scale 2cm) . 

120 I .Decoratlve piece (from a gable?) of brick 
and IImepiaster 2.Horn cote 3.Anlmal bones 

121' .80no button backs 2.Brass buttons 3.Brass 
drawing pins 4.Brass buckle 5.Brass objects 

6.Pharmaceutlcal glass boUle lOp 
7.Kaolln smoking pipe fragments 
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122 On the Andringa Street side, the stoep was extended toward the southern 
erx:l of the buDding. ending In sleps of granite and brick. 

123 In the backyard a cobbled furrow (> 1870?) for transport ing rainwater from 
the roof, was neatly excavated. 
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8.6 PHASE VI 

a.6.A PEAIOD > 1830-1870 

Details of the development of the plot and house plan are rather 1Imited because practically nothing remains of the 
upper portions of the building. A combination of historical and archaeological information does, however, provide 
a more balanced Interpretation of the she (FIg. 8.23) . 
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Fig.B.23 Groundplan of the structures and the site, as they could have looked by Ihe mid 19th century. 

• 
For the next 50 years the basic house-fonn, bunt in the traditional Cape style, remained. Alterations in window and 
d oor placement and Interior subdivisions were probably made to the main buDding In accordance with the fashion 
of the day. Oblong rooflng·llles of orange earthenware were excavated on top of the stone foundat ions KJ. as w ell 
as at other random places. At one time some part of the roof (central back?) must have been tiled. 

In reference to the t927 elevation drawing of the west facade of the dwelling. the large sliding sash windows (4 x 4 
window panes) were representative of the styles of the 2nd to Jrd quarter of the t 9th century. The dormer window 
(probably a smaller version of the sash windows) dates to the same period. The house would have been provided 
with beams and ce~ings and a brandsolder would not have been forgonen! The dormer windows indicate that the 
solder space was in use as was generaliy the case. Tho double doors and fan-light may dale more towards the late 
19th century. Internal SUbdividing walls were bu~t In the long OUlbu~ding (eastward). which were typical of 19th 
century planning toward greater individualism and privacy. 
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The 1859 Hager map of Stellenbosch town shows little change at the plot. except for the small outbuilding erected 
south-east, facing Andringa Street Its proximity to the street and Its dimensions give the Impression that It func­
tioned as a coach·house. The earlier steps and back room had been demolished by the mid 19th century. Another 
set of steps may have been buOt In accordance with new door openings. 

By the 1660s a 2m pit, lined with river·stones, was dug In the backyard, fairly close to the rear entrance. The circu­
lar pit had an open Interior diameter of 6Ocm, while Its exterior sides of large river-stones measured between 70-
OOcm. II was filled to the brlm with stones (granite: river-stories and bu~ding rubble, mainly brick, with Incidental 
artefacts mixed within the brown soD. AI about 1.8m BSL. the natural watertable was encountered. No longer could 
the material be screened but had 10 be wet-screened by means of a hose. Due to heavy downpours at this time 
(June), the pit filled up alannlngly quicldy and turned everything Into a messy quagmire. The aid of a petrol oper­
ated pump was necessitated to excavate the last eo cm of fill. The base of the pit consisted of rivergravels and 
sand. Above the top stones, remains of a construction of brick were located, probably to give It a neat and sturdy 
finish. 

Artefacts excavated Included ceramIcs like stoneware (an Inkpot), English porcelaIn, a long (1.6m) metal rod, por­
tions of leather shoes, two iron bucket handles, small plank remnants of a bucket and also two coins. Both 
were half-pennies and In faIr condition, dating respectively to 1860 and 1874. As they were recovered near the bot­
tom, they affirm a date of post-l8S0 for the construction of the pit other materials Included seeds of fruit (peach 
and apricot) and animal bones, as well as much charcoal and woodshavings. 

The original purpose of this feature is not quite clear. As seepage water qulcldy filled about one third of the pit It 
may have been constructed as a source at fresh drinking water. This Is unlikely, as water from the millstream or 
river was easily available. Was the water needed for someone plying his trade on site? Whatever the reason, the p it 
soon became a receptacle for trash and rubble. It could also have been used as a privy. A cobble furrow lor drain· 
ing off water, was situated sout~ of the ph, running In an east·west direction. 

~ 



if', ,f 
.: ) . ~ . 

,,; 

I , 

r: . 
~ 

, . 

, 
'. 
J 

-------- -

.. ---- ----

----- -
• • • 
= ~ • 
~ g 
D D 

Il & • -=----~ 
• e ~ ~ . 0 

'" " .~ .-'- • "",- • e~ ~'" -a. j2§ D ~ 
" . • C • 

~ 1l.1! ~ • = • 
• • ~c. 

~g ~ iii E 

.c" D ~ ~ 

.20 5 • • .. ~~ 0 "2 
~ E 1~ ci~ • 

" - '" , . 
Il~ ~ • • 

~ ~ OJ • -~ 

h = · ~ 
• ° 

c ;q 
~ =" ~ 5-

D· 
0 0 ;--5 2:;: " ~~ 1? ~i 

" ~c 00 2 <1- • :a] Il'ii = D' 
]5~ 0 2 ~ 
D- ~-g .0 
OD -E .~ u D · " -< ~ z$1 E" 
g;~ 0 • :1 

~ 
:? ~ • _E • 

------- - - -
·ssa:>OJd uaSJ:lS'I;;IM 91.U 6upnp paJ9t.O:>aJ 8J9M sall)U~ 19>j:lnq 9>1!1 

SI:lBJaUB Mal e Inq 'lid 941 10 mo U9>1et 8J9M sauolS pue 8IQqru ,(ftJetUlJd I "OZ I 

'(Sll) lIlO padwnd 
eq 01 pell 4sniS pue JaieM 941 pue I!d w Z 941 ul411M 46!4 e~nb seM stelel 
J91BM 941 :SW91QOJd UMO 511 pased lid 94110 fiUlpJO:l9J pue uOlle .... e:lxa ell! LZ I 

----- -- ---

I 

t'·', 

-

-



I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

qS 

8.6.B PERIOD 187()"1900 

The 1882 survey plan by Rowan provides general details 01 the constructions and features and especlolly of tho 
back portions of the erf. The position of the southernmost lurrow fell wnhln an area that was heavily disturbed with 
stone (granite and river-stones) and brick rubble. Consequently no anempt was made to relocate It. Another cob­
bled furrow was located approximately within square X, along Its west to east axis. Only a small portion 01 It was 
encountered at square X lB. A localised rubbish deposit of mainly broken bonle glass was excavated In square 
DDj EE l B. It was situated directly be/()IN the c. 1900 rubbish ~ump II. The features like the pit at the back, fell Into 
disuse during this period and disturbances Increased. The divisional walls within rooms A,S and C were also de­
molished (FIg. B.24). 
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Flg.8.24 Groundplan of the structures and the site by the late 19th century. 
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132 In the eastern outbuilding, cobbles (1) formed a surface within room O. DI­
rectfy below them, sleepers (2) for a wooden floor (c.1900) were recovered, 
which would be contemporaneouS with the wooden threshold (3). Lead pipes 

were also found (4). 

133 Dlrectfy below the earlier wooden floor a shzllow cobbled furrow was ex­

posed, with late 19th century artefacts. 
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134 Rooms N and P had very similar yellow clay floors (mid to late 19th cen­

tury). 

135 The upper most ponion 01 room M (near the entrance) revealed a cobbled 
surface paved with very small stones. 
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136 In order 10 determine the original width of the outbuUdlng. a section was 
dug wtthln plot 1297. 1he granite end shale foundation was exposed. as well as 
8 line of bricks, probably part of the old boundary wall (137) . 
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Eastern por1lon of plot 

It seems that the outbuilding, created ahet 1810, followed an Independant course of development. A boundary wall 
was erected between these two dMslons, probabiV by the mkJ 19th century. Although the OUIbuilding came Into 
existence at this 181e" period, h seems to have been situated al a lower level than the main dwelling, probably 
closer to the general ground level. II had 8 number of subdivisions, but the 1970 bank foundations, pipe trenches 
and lead waterplpes. disturbed the slle heavily. In room 0 a cobblestone surface (at 20cm BSl) was exposed In the 
extreme south, as we/I as signs of a water·furrow. Was part of the building used for stabling purposes? A cobbled 
surface of very small river-stones was also recorded In room M at the same level. 

Immediately above the lale 19th century cobbles In room 0 , a yellow clay layer was found, with Indications of 
wooclen sleepers to support a wooden floor. A brass penny or two (illegibly corroded) that had slipped through the 
floorboards, were also found. The Interior division of the building (rooms Nand P) , was sutx1ivided by a north­
south brick wall with a foundation of small river-stones. Unfortunately all the surfaces above this were destroyed. 

In the south-eastem comer of the plot the remains of an Interesting, rectangular structure were discovered. The 
structure's position, size and well-laid cobble floor with a shallow furrow, suggests that It was used as a stable. A 
few horse shoes which were found In the backyard confirm this conclusion. It had a narrow entrance on its eastem 
side. Access to the eastem plot was also gaIned Irom Ihe Andringa Street side by a long and narrow passage, 
which was still in existence by 1985. At present the passage forms part of the 1985 Stellenbosch Hotel. 
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138 The stable with Its large area of cobbles, was well preserved. Note the en­
Ira.nce (1) and shallow furrow (2). 

139 An extension (3) was made later, linking It with the older boundary wall (4). 

100 
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141 Rubbish pit III, (c.I900) was hid directly below the concrete floors 01 the 
garage. A variety 01 objects were recovered (142-145). 

142 A Ilne·gralned. creamllke~ earthenware pot with moulded exterior design. 
Very fragmentary, probably used lor decorative purposes. 

143 I .long-slemmed. facened drlnk1ng glasses 2.Base 01 facened tumbler 
3.Grass bowl 4.Glass stopper 5.Pharmaceutlcal glass bonles. 
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146 In rubbish area IV (c.1900) . a reversed lead seal (1) was recovered (see 
Fig.S.2S). as well as strips of lead (see also no. 149). 

147 In close proximity, a cache of mussel shells was carefully excavated (148). 
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149 The lead seal (1) from area IV was compared to a circular lead object (2) 
from room D, layer 4 (19th century). 

150 Rubbish pit II (> 1900) yielded numerous small broken artefacts, as well as 
some iron polS and rusty metal. 

10" 
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140 The foundation walls of the outroom and 10Del facilities are outlined (see 
Flg.B.26). 
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8.7 PHASE VII 

B.7A PERIOD 190~1960 

Major alterations were the creation of more subdMslons within the main house and the demolition of the coach­
house to make way for two cement garages with thick concrete floors. A section was dug through the concrete 
floor where It was already disturbed. Only one wall QI.AA1) of the coach-house could be exposed (Fig. 8.25) . 
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Fig.e.2S Groundplan of the structures, and features on the site by the early 20th century. 

Toilet facilities, drainage pipes and manholes started to criss-cross the backyard. Trenching in the backyard has 
revealed concentrated deposits of rubbish from this perlod. Including much rusted Iron and fragments of metal, 
broken glass and bonles, and some crockery. alf greatly fragmented. The positions of a number of loea lised rub­
bIsh dumps were recorded. Dumps I and II were rather shallOlN, and contained withIn them a basal sheet of corru· 
gated Iron. A number of lead pipes were also excavated al various places. dating to the ear1y 20th century. 

More emphasis was being placed on hygiene and the lean-to against the southeastern end contained ablution and 
toilet facilities. The consecutive development of these small rooms Is not definite but a possible oUlline Is presen­
ted (Fig. B.26). 

~ ~, 
1\ II j 

Fig.8.26 Possible development of the constructIons of the later washing and toilet facilities Qate 19th to 
early 20th century) . 
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151·156 A progression of the archaeological excavations are detailed from Jan· 
uary liII June 1990. 
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8.7.B PERIOD 1960--1990 

The house with hs surrounding stoep elevations and backyard construction, was completely demolished during the 
Late 1960's. Progress finally caught up with the historic plot. making way for 8 temporary but substantial bank con· 
struction. The concrete foundation 68rved as 8 chronological and stratigraphic marker for the whole sile, with the 
most heavy disturbances towards the north·west. These were some of the most critical areas in tenns of demarca­
tion boundaries between the main dwelling and the later eadem buildIng or huurhuls. Tho onctwall of the latter's 
5Outh-eastem extremity was located withIn the adjacent plot N, which provided us with the final d imensions of the 

building and original plot 

By eaJ1y February 1990 the archaeological excavations were under way. A front endloader picked up the brick 
paving and bed of white river-sand on which It rested. A coarse grey gravel was then revealed which served as the 
surface for the previous parking lot prior to 1985. Directly below the compacted overburden, the building fill of the 
post- 1810 perioo emerged: the beginnings of the archaeologlcat'record of a long and chequered history 01 one of 

Stellenbosch's oldest plots. 
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9 INTERPRETATION 

A variety of theoretlcaJ approaches COlAd b9 applied to order the contrastlng structural and artefaCluaJ 
material over a perkx:I of nearly throe centuries. For the purpose of this stooy. a structuralist approach 
was used to give an overa1I perspective of aU the elements of the she. Three basic on:Ierlng units were 
used on 8 complementary and Integrated basis. The concept eX style would give some Idea of how 
cuttural and structural materials wefe put together In contrasting or similar ways. Another important 
conceptual unit would be that of binary sets, I.e. the use of basically contrasting or opposhlonal ways of 
thInking about the material world. For mcample. such opposltlonaJ mind sets coUd Include raw/baked, 
common/Individual, naturaljartiflclaJ, dispersed/concentrated and symmetry/asymmetry. Both the above 
concepts of styte and binary mind sets would be Incorpomted within a temporal framework, where 
everything Is ordered chronologically oyer time. 

During the ear1 y colonial perlocl there was a tendency of keeping close to nature with an emphasis on 
randomness of OI'ganisation. This was reflected In a number of cultural materials. especially the structures. 
Foundations were built of local, easOy avaUabie stones, like river stones and slate, as well as granite which 
was roughly hewn. Walls were drawn up with raw day brlcks, which were sundried and set In similar clay 
mortars. The floors consisted mainly of hardened days, sometimes smoothed over with sand plaster or 
lime plasters. Wail plasters were very soft and sandy and contained little lime. The general colour was 
always white, made from very fine and smooth lime. The outbuUdlng (approximately rooms F /G), was built 
on a foundation of river stones and drawn-up with day and probably raw bricks. Judging from the Stade 
drawing (1710) and the laws Issued against low-thatched roofs, the houses tended to blend In with the 
environment. Simple, humble but functional homes were the oroer of the day. 

Spatial dimensions seemed to stress square or rectangular units, strung together as desired or 
necessitated, but with no Idea toward symmetry. Notice for example the window and door placements of 
the long room E/ J In the Mader watercolour (FIg. 7.7). Communal actMties formed part of the general 
lifestyle, where eating and drinking, work, play and sleeplng were all conducted In one or two rooms. 
Inventories of the period where the contents of the rooms were IndMdually specified, confinn such multi­
purpose rooms. Most of the inventories, as the two traced of this house, lumped the goods and chattels 
ali together In one long list, which was typical of how .thlngs were done generally. 

As hygiene was of little consequence, the rubblsh was scattered out at the back-door, In dose proximity to 
the dwellings. In the case of Schreudemuls, refuse was also conveniently thrown out of the front-door. II 
seemed the backyard was often soaked with.water, turning It Into mud and slush. Certain rooms, probably 
the kitchen/ living rooms, were not kept very tidy. Thick deposits of blackened ash and small artefacts 
littered the floor, but as It was trampled Into the day floor, It was probably not too conspiCUOUS. The floors 
of the outbuilding (room F/ G) and room H of the main dwelling served as examples where this occurred. 
Generally, artefacts encompassed 8 small range of objects, which included skyblue Chinese porcelains, 
reddish earthenwares, stOtl8'N8teS and green glassware. Smoking and drinking seemed to have been the 
predominant past-times of the colonists, Judging from the many pipe stems and bottle glass. 

• During the course of the 18th century, the way the colonists thought about their envlronment slowly 
changed. Economic prosperity must have also Influenced their lifestyfe. Alterations were made to the 
structures, something which increased towards tha end of the 18th century. Walls were now neatly built of 
dressed granite and stone and drawn up with baked, orange brick. The very hard lime ptasters (stU! 
predomlnanUy white) were palnted In other colours (In this Instance that of a deep powder blue, cream or 
grey) . ROO( surfaces were now also laid in brick, smoothed over with a hard layer of lime ptaster or the 
surfaces could even be tiled. 

More Individualised, functlonally separated rooms were buUt The facades of the buildings were altered, 
becoming more symmetrical and fashlonable-: Saborate steeps and cobbled dripl ines stm further 
demarcated the buUdlngs from their Immediate environmem, emphasising the buildings as Individual 
entities within the urban landscape. 
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Cleanliness and hygiene became more predominant concems. Rubbish deposits were now concentrated 
In certafn areas. for example on the Andringa Street side, where It was out of the way. Unfortunately, the 
heavy disturbances In the backyard distorted such deposl!s. For Instance the rubbish from one of these 
concentrated pits was used to backflD the re-excavated foundations of room F3. Artefads became much 
more varied and dlverslfted (mostly from English origin) and Included ceramics of undecorated 
creamware. or with ChlnoJserte designs. as well as a variety of glass and metal objects. 

The disastrous fire of 1803 brought additional structural renewal on an unprecedented scale. A completely 
new symmetrical facade was constructed (POSSIbly with piasters and a central gable), whDe all the house 
Iavels were ralsed and a high stoep cfrcumscrlbed the buUdlng on the street sides. Very little of this period 
has survived, but ~ trends set were contfnued and Intensified. 

Consequently, by the early 20th century. alterations and demolishment were accepted practices, with little 
sympathy for past periods. Building materials became very hard and artificial with cement and concrete 
predominating. Concentrated rubbish dumps littered the backyard with rusty metals and glass In the 
maJority, prefiguring the throwaway habits of our present society. Ultimately. the grand old buDding was 
esteemed unwanted and demolished to make way for a new bank, which In Itself was only on a temporary 
basis, which was before long demolished again. 
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10 COHCWSIOH 

An Important part of our buIt environment Is our structural and archaeological herttage. These n0n­
renewable cutturaJ resources are flnJte. and, once destroyed, can never be duplicated. TheIr orlglnaJ 
fabrics not only provide an indispensable link wI%h our ancestral roots. but also serve as reminders to 
future generations of a rich cuIturaJ past. 

At an earty stage (Vas 1985), the potentJaJ of the StelJenbosch Hotel extension site was Identlfied as an 
Important hlstortcal and archaeological resource that was In need of conseMdIon. The ImportanCe of this 
site was brought to the attentJon of the daveloper and the National Monuments CouncIl at that 11mB. 

By late 1989 It was realised that the Impact of the development. as proposed. would destroy most of the 
subsurface f8SOUrOOs. ~ preservation by avoidance was not possible, conservation by documentation 
based on archaeological techniques. was the best viable option. 

this repolt represents a sUNey and record of the major h!storical and archaeological finds. An attempt 
has been made to obtain an overview of the whole site In Older to detennlne the position and extent of the 
structures and features and their evolutionary development, and to assess their relational significance. 

To assist In the plannlng process of the proposed dsvelopment, an Interim progress repolt was submitted 
to the developer by April 1990. Features and areas that could receive special consIdera1lon or 
conservation were highlighted In a "Summary Draft of Sensitive Areas and Features", dated 3 July 1990, of 
which a copy was forwarded to the developer (See Appendix D). 

The significance of the SHE slte has been corroborated by the results of both the archaeological 
excavations and the historical documentation. The latter provtded a broad chronological framework of 
consecutive owners and select plctortaJ views. On the other hand. the archaeological investigation 
supplied a wealth of detailed information on structural and artefactual material not previously encountered 
before. . 

It Is Important to note that the SHE project represents the oldest domestic town plot that has been 
archaeologlcally Investigated In South Afrtca. As such It Is also the most complete archaeologlcal study of 
an earty coIonJaJ dwelling (1705) within the urban context of Stellenbosch and, by extension, In South 
AfrIca It Is Important to remember that these old sites are very complex to unravel. Consequently, only a 
large scale excavation wI!I produce coherent and meaningful resutts. Concemlng colonial vernacular 
architecture. much new Information has been added. A summary of the major results are listed. 

1. The Imponam role that Impermanent architectural materials, like clayed-up walls, raw bricks and clayed 
floors played In early colonial homes. has been conduslvely shown, a fact that has not been fully realised 
uptonOW'. 

2. ArchaeologIcal evidence (Flg.8.4, FIg.8.5) IndIcated that early buDdlngs could have been used as 
dwellings for slaves or labourers. 

3. extensive cobblIng around the earty structures provided Insight Into how cobble stones served as a 
measure against the wet winters of the cape. Cobbled stoep$ of the rnJd-18th century have rarely been 
located. ~ 

4. It has been postulated that prtmarUy long houses were erected during the earty coIonJaJ period. The 
SHE site provtdes contrasting evidence of an L-shaped comer house and heM It developed over the years. 

5. A surprising discovery was the predominant use of the clay floor or clay surfaces coated with a thln layer 
of lime plaster. during most of the 18th century. 

6. The variety of refuse practices aver the centuries and how the materials differed, provided, new Insights 
Into the lifestyle of people and how they viewed hygiene. For example, during the earty 19th century 
fragmentary rubbish littered the backyard quite dose to the home. A century later the refuse was 
deposited In a concentrated fashion on the extel1or, towards the street. By c.1900. the rubbish consisted 
mainly of large altefacts like glass and Iron and were buried In speclflc pit locations. 

- _.--- ~ ... ~.-- .... ~---~-- Q( UQID,Q C iUtU *$~ AQ2U?OJ?i cp::u;:pq,< 
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7. Archaeological artefacts confInn the universality of smoking pipes and wine bottfes durlng the early 

I coIonJaJ period (and afterwardsl). The fragmentary objects of crockery (cups. saucers and plates). 
Indicated the preferences of the rul8l colonists and how quickly fashionable articles spread. 

I 8. For the first time In 15 years of research by the Centre, conclusive evidence was found of the historic I 1710 fire, which devastated Stel1enbosch town. Carbonlsed thatch concentrations were discovered In the 
areas facing Church Street 

I 9. As a result of these excavations, more precise dates for specific structural developments can naN be I assfgned to Cape houses. For example: the Introduction of brick floors whlch were covered with clay 

I 
surfaces (C.1780): the superlmposlng of the symmetrical facade and hoUsepIan on exJstIng structures 

II (>1760): and the predomlnant use of whlte-washed interior walls till after the second half of the 18th 
century. 

I 10. A stanllng discovery was that a cobbled coach-house routd have fonned an Integl8l part of the main I dwell/ng by c.1790 (Fig.8.14). Coach-houses, therefore, were not necessarily separated from the main 
structure. 

I 11. For the first time In hlstorfcaJ archaeology In South Afrfca. the effect of a flre on a c.18OO Cape house I was identified and Investigated. Carbonlsed thatch was found practically all aver the site, Indicating that 
the fire consumed the complete house. The clay brandsolder did not prove to be an effective deterrent to 

I I a roof fire, as the floors were burnt In numerous places. Artefacts that fell prey to the conflagration 
occurred In selective concentrations, but It seemed that the bulk of the objects and furniture were saved 
beforehand. 

I What followed, was also quite surprfsfng. The house lay waste for about &be years and was then I completely rebuDt In the same fenn, but to smaller dimensions (compare FIg.8.20 with Fig.8.21). A new 

I 
outbuDdlng took shape on the eastem line of the old foundations. Large portions of the granite 

II foundations were re-excavated and re-used. It has never been realised that such drastic alterations could 
be effected on an existing site. Nothing but an area excavation would have revealed these structul8l 
alterations. 

I 12. Preconceived Ideas how the Cape house developed over time must be reconsldered. Historic II 
restoration projects usually assume, by analogy to existing -restored- dwellings, that houses developed In 

I 
a fairly simple order to their present configuration. The evolution of the SHE site structures contradicted 

I this theory, showing that although the houses may have been simple and plain, their developement has 
been fraught with complexities not previously expected. 

I 13. At present there are very few artefact collections of the early 18th century available for comparative I purposes. The small assemblage obtained on the SHE site would thus make a valuable contrlbutlon In thIs 
respect, especially when compared to contemporary Inventories from the period. In academic circles 

I 
much Interest has been taken In the transition from the Dutch Colonial period to British global II expansfonlsm In the early.1800s. The sample of early 19th century artefacts would also provide Important 
comparative material because of their precise dating. The large piece of rlb whale bone would also 

I· 
generate a number of questions and emphasise the significance of the whale Industry at the Cape, a much 

II neglected area of research. 

14. Most of the res8arch goals concemlng the structure have been met Valuable experience has been 

II I gaIned from excavating a large scale site and some of this Information has already been passed unto 
colleagues via a lecture at a technical conference at the SA Museum. The centralised location within the 
ta.vn made It possible to utilise the archaeological excavation as a tool to educate, fnfonn and even train 

I 
select groups. ranging from students of the University of Stellenbosch (different departments), school I children from at least two schools, and to the general Inhabitants of Stellenbosch and especially tourists, 
both Internatfonallyand from within Southem Africa 

I The SHE project Is also significant as an example of how progress and conservation can be harmonlsed I wIth!n an urban context Funding by the developer (and the Stellenbosch Museum) made It possible to 
document the archaeological resources before much of It would be destroyed during the buDding process. 

I Durlng the monitoring phase of the s/le when the Initial buDding construction commences, additional I 
InformatJon wDl surely come to light. ThIs may Influence the present conclusions. 

I I 
•. _- __ .~ ________ • ______ ~_r' ___ 
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12.2 APPENDIX B. Deceased estate of Mar:areta Voogd __ _ -.oc_ 1~17_31 , _ed_6._9._ ---Staat en Inventarb dl'r toederen nur,:elaten en .. Uer doot ontl'll1jllt 

MJ iiar,llreta Voo&! ten voordeele van bur. tvn nal!l'&.-.lotene klndenn 

vervekt blj hur ee1'Ste l;an :al! Jan kneppel f.enaelSt dorot~ oud 16 

.'oren en hendrlk I.nerpd ouel 10 Jaren, ten )!enn, en haer n' ...... elaten. 

I:lln Johnnnea Eleevier tel' andere ziJdl! 

!:en hulJs en erYe stunde ende I.elee"en In de tetelValle!J In de derde 

bert.-dvaratraet 

.;en hu1ja en Err suende end_ <;eleeLen aen Slellenboech warln beyonden 

un Inl>oedel ala Volr.t 

1 Lee4ek8nt Plet vit Vlauedoeka behan,sel 

1 bed lIMIt Veeren 

1 dito peuluv 

6 dl to hoort CUssenl 

2 1;1 be Combaarslen· 

I dUo Spreij 

I Cadel daerol' (lIMIt Citee 'hehancae1) 

I Veere bu.ltaak 

1 dUo peulve 

2 dUo hoort CUSlelIS . ,. 
2 Cl tee COllIbael'saen 

2 anaphaenlln 

2 platolen I'!et haer holllte1'll 

I deeLen lIIet een ponepee 

I l.aljonet 

1 Rothnc ... t een aUnre Cnop 

1 Japl'onle lIottanch 

5 partere schUderlJtJes 

.. 

2 OUj en asljn Cannetjea net IIlhere deklleltjell 

1 vijn clWletje .,.l een IIUyer dekae1tje 

1 porsallllJn .. ostoertpotJe 

1 dl to boolerpot 
, porasel1jne drlnkbeekerljell 

1) dlto Schoolela 

10 dUo tarelplerlnca 

4 dl to beoterplerin· II 

, di to beekerll tot een cabinet 

'; dlto Co"oen 

I spiegel ::let een ev8rte 11jllt 

, opielelechulpen 

:! COI~ptoortieB 

1 Sehaeltje .-d IIljn (evlLt 

1 t;rOote dito .. et dlto 

1 '/erkeerllOrt 

Ii El 

1 1el.1 

1 bUt trcn:-.ltje 

, Bchuijel'll 

1 Celder net nesaen 

, bee1:en !'let IIllyu bealD/:h 

7 dlto'll aonder dUo 

2 teerakjea en 

1 &1.1er lta}:je 

, 42 pler1net jea i 
42 Copjea J t.ecoed 

1 Cellch11d,rl C.lje dserin 

a allvera LeepeIII 

1 dUo pap dUo 

1 4lto Soutv.' 

· 1 4lto tcettlnc 

1 41to brandevljn IIchaelt.1_ 

· 2 cUto mndjftoebaxa400ejell 

1 dl to tanbtooker 

1 dUo Coo1jtJe 

, 1 411.0 peer ,;88pen 

1 4lto haem.elt 

I 1 4i to brotlrtnoop 

- 1 t.ou!!. llinc .,.t een lI\eentje 

• 2 dlto ho.pjea 

• 1 dUo SIt-net Hinch 

· iI paer ,.oude cnoopJell 

10 va4erlN'ldae lIervetten 

4 dl\o tafellelcerlll 

1 vitte pelanch 

6 bedlakena 
10 Cuasensloopeh 

9 atoelen _t haitI' l.'Us!lens 

I kerr. dlto 

24 ailvere cnoopjea 

1 Clijn Corrertje deertn 

10 rijxd~ 1I1lver,.elt An 

1 dllcaet 

1 I roote Cist daerin 

\ I 

--
... 
N 

o 
U) 

... ..., 
o 
U) 

-c. ' .. ,I; 

N 
G\ 

o 
G\ 

... ..., 
o 
en 

N 
G\ 

o 
U) 

... ..., 
o .. 

f 
rt" 
rt" ::r 
'< 
C/I 

t:1 .... 
I'll 
Po 11 .... 
~ 

-

- .. 

-

l'" ... 
t/) 

rt" 

o .., 
o 
~ 
I'll 
fi 
C/I 

o .., 
'd ... 
o 
rt" 

... 
N 
10 
CD .., 
fi 

3 
.... ..., 
o .. 
• ... 

CD 
CD 
N 

-

.. 

-



----1 Cinder COJlIbaeraje met. tranje 

1 bondeltje net kindereoet. 

1 Coo~ertje !!let. "'IIMn 

4 tardD 

2 banken 

2 Unne wat.erpoUen r' 

-
2 n_ra en eenil:e I:.lalle nelljell 

1 bl1cke t.eetlell 

4 Coopere Ceetdll 

2 1jaere potten 

9 time achotelll 

1 dUo COIl 

12 dUo t.oIelborden 

5 di to bootorborret.jn 

1 dlto OU3 Can 

, 1 dlto ... utllJ. 

1 dlto hllltJ. 

-----

" 1 dHo l'Ioataertpot. 

-

3 Gevervde ,schootelt.je' 

2 DtrijkijllerD 

1 Cooper. vij!!el lIIet DUn lltampar 

1 dUo Candalaer 

2 dUo blal:era 

2 dUo tealceetetD 

1 dUo Contoor 

c 1 ijDer dit.o 

2 ijDera CoekpMnen 

1 dUo 1I00ater 

2 dHo treerten 

1 Iolllere tanarh 

2 IInehoppen 

2 Ijllere keU'insha 

I 2 dUo vorken 

: 3 dlto Leepelll 

1 d ito aehopje 

1 Coopere Dchuijlllllpaen 

1 d I to qu1epedoor 

2 dlto anuljterD 

1 1 jllere lalllp 

, \lorsthoon,tjell 

----1 IIlavin tenae"t Ronana Yan benl.alen 

're COd hebbende telden 

van Re.:ardull . 

-----
l:iJ C~tr. keek: f;eUquidurt 

Al her d. t1!1111er.llA/1 

hans Tljr,.rValleij 

ClIes Ve,.t'lan 

Coert heln 

tloo 

'27-7-" 
16-15 

35 

l5--12-fl 

IWIr 18-7-8 ,;.llquldDDrt ~t Contra Reek: 
we::t. ... aonden 

<'Ie w.d~ VIIn Andriell Oe1otz, 

hanll' TIIllel:en 

.:atUjll de bur 

Cftal,ol 

hruijnet 

Coert de IHlkbo.r 

de Cemperboar 

pleter Croeael1nt: 

,evllJ't ~'vera LiJa 

han, henal:e 

v01daen 

Mar 5--12-8 yoldaen 

en 4 aud' coom 0 P.-10 d 'lIl\Idd. voldatn 
4-10 voldaen 

19-10 deee bekmt achuldlj' te v.aen inaolYent 

15 'Voldaen 

69 voldaen 

24 yoUaen 

36 doad en ni.t t. (.'Oed 
2l 'Voldaen 

12 vOldaen 

11 1 ;ud Coom volda.n 
Coenraed de Schoelllllalcer 44-10 

te ~d t 405-5 . , 
Te quad aljnde Celden 

op 't hula aero da C.tb 11000 
op I t hula .en SteUmboa 200 
Cut Cloate 

't klnderabevlJa 
90 

1600 

t. quaet r 2Il90 

405-5 

Heat te quaet 1 24&"-5 

-j' 
r voldaen 
; 

) 

A1dua r:elnventarllleen aan Stenenboll 'len hu!ju van Johannea Eluv!er 
dtenn 20' Junij ]709. 

--------- .. 

'-

1 bUcke corti j Can 

I haertijDer 

1 Copare trekpot. 

2 dUo pannetjes 

1 dUo deurslarh 

1 dUo trecter 

2 bUc:l:e dito'll 

1 saltDeD 

I CIIP*'II 
1 bUcke ponopje 

1 Iuokborl 

2 Coopare Leekerll 

2 Uater »=arll 

2 teebackjea 

3 Voote1kooijlln 

1 Rustbank 

1 vo.tbo.nlcje 

I Unne pintje sonder dekD.I 

1 IIp1el;'eltja 

1 houte balk 

1 nieuwe halve lel!C'IIr ,'1101 IIIlIt vljn 

I poUel.anlc 

I blaeDbalk 

2 halrMen vol Clot Vijn 

2 Coopere Cranen 

2 Leedil'. halve Lef./;orll 

3 Ankertjes Leeth 

1 bootorvaetje 

4 schilderijen 

1 '1iDvat 

10 boUdD 

1 Zodel en tOga 

1 :!ae .. 

2 boonn 

01 pik 

, 1 Lnet 

'2 beijlen 

1 swa&re ijllere mooker 

1 ij!lere halT. 

1 Coevoet 

3 paerden die al eeeven wuken weo'ceweut sUn 

I::l'nice rcolll!ael1nL' op Dolder 

-------32. Zbet ell InYentaril! der I;oederen die de kinderen IIljn toelco:londe 

Voor de dOfter Dorothe 

) zijde alesiRD CAl>alj 

1 pell1ni:sr lIok 

1 awarte Caper 

1 paP.r (.el>ord\lljrde ':ulJ1en 

+ 1 allyeno beureltas 

~ 1 coolcer ~oet ailyer "-ala£h d.l!r!n 

2 .... a,en _t '" ate hetJea 

1 roud boepJe 

.:,; 2 dlto oor Rin(;etjell 

1 evarte V_e Rok 

Voor de eoon' hendrik 

., 1 allvere Com en 

.,.1 dlto Leep.l 

1 dean r.oedf'ren .tl .. !:"en 

lLla blj quit! onder dato 

d.n 31' Au.,usUj 1712. 

Aldus Ce1nyentarlaeert aen atedenboeeb 'en bu13_ <ran "ohume. 

ElIIevler de ... en 20' Junlj 1709 • 

--
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Sh.t .n lnVft\hrlll 'Yan aUe ndanl81l lOedeNn en Errecten ~II met 'er 

dood ontruljmd en nagelaten zljn blj vijlen atn SublltitUt-Land4rollt 

Johan Codlob John, ende ten beboe"e zijner t.:rrplIIIIIlen aiJn opB'IIse'Yen 

door de Telltuentalre J:xeeuteul"a tlonll. Reman Otto \loelee en JoblM.1I 

Vlet.ol" 111tllg~ blJ 1II1j Abrllhlllll FauN s.creta.r1a van Stelltnbollch en 

Drakenllte1n ter prell,nUe YIIn naeen. ~tuljB'lln In pllcbriCte Pllteld, 

bt"ot.aonde deatlYe In 4e YolB'11nde, nllnlfntUjk, 

1. srott tple£fl 

1. kl1,sndu dUo 

1. IAdlkant 11ft. zlJn ~hanSHl 

1. a.d rset een peuluv, yl"r kullllenll en een de\.n 
~. Ybrlcante Tafdll . 

1. 1A1I1I.nllAr 

1. dlto lIIet een e;lallll kaaje durap 

1. dlto " II rakJe doarop 

1. Tafdkallje 

10. Stoelen In IIOOrt 

1. dubbeld. l!ljbel Icnaap IItt aUn tVet &rab1eleera 

1. toll0 DIJbel hoogdu1jt&, In tv.e ban4en 

31. Boeken In aoort 

,. RDklcen In aoort 

,. P1anken !lIet. franje ophaa1 Gord1jnen 

, 9. porcell"ne bord.n 

1. dUo kOlll en ,. klljn. dUo' a 

~. dUo pot.jell 

1. ell to grove Sebohl 

1. kopere LaIIIpet lDet djn liekken 

J. dlto koffijkan 

1. dlto COCIfoor raet. :l"n dUo bakje 

1. Hto StrljklJs.r 

1. dUo vlJlltl met. aljn ljllere Sta=per 

~. dUo kanddaara 

1. dUo yuurtellt 

1. dUo kllJne '1'reeter 

1. dito dUo raap 

~ stale SnulJtera 

1 kopero beker en dUo kometJe 

1. dl to pan met djn dekad 

1. dUo IIchuljlllapanne 

1. dl to pothpd 

1. dUo Thuljn Glcter 

--1. koamseh.pel 

1. dUo Zlrt. 
-

1. Roll1tok en 1. Sl1,111bord 

1. Io:a\er halfll8t.l 

50 ~rll 
1. RIJablnk 1IItt. sljn St.Mper 

1. bakkebord 

1. Conbuljll Tafeltje 

~: botervantjes 

4. YlootJ'" 

4. llal1es In ll00rt 

2. bltrplJpen 

2. Ilalfaraen 

1. AnleervaatJe 

7. .,aatJell In IIOOrt 

~. Clin4m In IIDOrt 

1. koom Schop 

1. lcaaraaeuanll 

-

-I. ke1der met 14. Letil'll .,lellMn 

4. IlakplloDlcen 

1. nqt.~el .n sijn '1'inne vate.' 

2. Tarel SlootJ'1I met 1t0peN p1aatm 

1. Renollhl" boom en Zeekoe Itl.a 

1. boute El 

-

1. Trljpe zadel lIIet sijn '00II en paar bolatera 

1. Geveer 

1. pur p1lltolen 

.1. ZU"er te"..,\e ZljllB'llwer 

1. bertll.,anpr ,..\ acu\ eeveat 

1. port.pen silver ~elllC 

1. kruijtboom 

1 partlj oud boudverlc 

1. Slagt bank 

, 10. pore. kopjee en 

10. dlto plerlnt,-en 

1. dIver SUljltertrollZlleltje 

1. 41 to snuljfdooa 

1. dlto Sakborologie 

1. dUo roUangknop 

1 pur dUo Scboeceeptn 

1. " dUn roltsbaken 

1. dlvere broeksl;ellp 

-----

1. Tlnn. S\andert lIIet IIlto plperbull m 2. «lUll ol1j en 'aUn kmm.tjell 

1. dUO &cbmkbord 

1. dUo Soupkoa 

~. 'rinne oPlIleUen 

5. dito borden 

1. dUo Souplepe1 

n. dlto lApels 

5. HUHn 

,. stale 'Yorlcen 

1. cloH sou\YDat.je 

1 • .,erlak\e Tbe.bak 

~. boute II1'IIbla1cerll 

4. Ijlll", poUln In IIOOrt 

'1. dao drlevoet 

'I. dUo koekepan 

\ 1. d lto Rooster 

1. dlto ? 

'I. dUo COl"~oor 

~. dUo allschoppen 

1. dUo tIalcDell en 

1. dlto leap dUo 

1. dUo yuurteno 

, 1. dUo poUepe! 

1. dlt.o .,leeechyorlc 

1. dUo leUjne "rooster 

1. dlto schoorshenlteUlng 

1. dUo Schroper en ~. FrheeriJllera 

4. graven 

1. 'rhuljnbarlc 

1. handblj1 

1. parUj oud Ijaer 

1. Tabak_II !llet sljn bord 

1'. ltofflJllIOlen 

1. bUkk. nll&tbleleer 

~. hout.e wurlltoven 

4. ZRndbal1tJell 

1. liollkam !llet aijn paardeborllt.el 

1. dubbelde yoge1koolJ 

5. aarde potten In soort 

3, dUO komen in aoort 

1. eljfn Leij 

1. meeldrt en 1. vanne 

---1. dUo C.llp 

1. dito rotUn£lIband 

1. rotting met silver beele« 

1. poar gaud. lcn1egellpen 

1. " d lto hrmdalcnopen 

1~. IItuka aUv.re knopen 

-
19. Stale dito In allYu pyat 

1. :d lYere baakje en 

-
• 1. dUo rotUne ~ugeltje en dlto oor1epeltje 

I. kopere Tarel Sche1 

1. 'rinne Inetkoker 

1. 14. segel LaIc 

1. partij vit papl81' 

1. dooll lII.t vat rollllel1n« 

1. L1141C1t kiDt 

2. Stoelkulllmll 

1. IIcbuiJrdoollJe _t. kunam 

1. k11~e benltJe 

3. St.eenen lnlandache a.p 

1. boa LlJnen 

2. Le41se ea!tjla 

1. Lap b1uuv blat. 

,. bollllen blndzopttinge 

1. S1uljtman4 

1 wur 41to 

130. boUdll 

1. partlj e;laaen in IIOOrt 

1. parulJke bol 

2. Lokmll. In 1. Cblnaaa Linn. RokJcm 

4. CWIIOOle in IIOort 

2. vi t Llnn.ns In IIOOrt 

4. bro.t.n in lIoort 

1. blaauv lak.nll Jaa 

1. vlt Wolle llaa\je 

2. "'olle JfU\a.n 

10. vit LIMenll JfUt.llen 

~. hoeden 

15. heed.n 

17. pur !toullen in 1I00rt. 

" h.adrokken 

,. CobaiJell 

" neu~oeken 

---

-

-

", 

-:i 
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6. DaaMn 

13. Rann Slopen 

3. IwIddoeken 

7. Suv1eUen 

5. beddelalcena 

1. hu1.)e Ldder 

1. kae lIet vat Zelut 

7! mldde kol"ln 
11m IB/31 6/6 

Slaven 

Septellber VIUI '1'1Il101" 

'l'ltua van Mocha 

Ceduld yen Jlenealen 

CeUllr van Hillabaal' CVU4rDUt) 

den IIode! Cnd1 t 

&an Contenten bevonden Rd. 35-7-4 
van den burger Caaper Anthon!" ComeUallen 
vol genII CUlltinsbrht de data 19 Hal.) 1779 1050 

Sollma Rd. 1095-7-4 
d!'n Boedel Debet 

Aan Frana Re1neio over prat!... en t:eaffUieel'd lIIedieamenten 
vols.nll reecq. Rd~ 69 
11M ApothekDr }'rededk Krul:er over selev.l'de llIedlcamenten 
voicenll reecq. 19-5 
aan den Heel" Cerhal'dua lIendrlk Krul.)vaeen, oYer 50 boUdll 

m.)nall en 50 dUo Ro4e vi.)n 50 
8M den burger Lambert Fick yoor een selevel'de !.eQler vlJh 16 
811/1 de SteUenboallche kezi( volsena "eate.ntair !.epat f 50 ott. 16-5 

&an den buren Paulua JoP~ Flck veeena hulJahuur, coat en Drank 

voleenll neeq. 

S-Rd~ 
-----

178-2 

Aldull door de In d.n hoofde deellla gellllide penon en onder prellentaUe van 

£lode opElt&lven en ,'In,,e1arbeel'd, devene vertclllllrden dB doar!n opregte-

l1jk I'n nll8r hun beate k'Millae en velen.chap tedragen te hebben, ftUlJ!u 

aet be10fte van vannur namaala DOg eenlee BOIderen tot den JIodel behorendl -." 
l3O£\en koaen t'ontd.kbn, deaehe inapl1.)ka te rolen opqeven. 

Actllft ten voonhu1.)lIe van din burter Paulu Johannes l'ict ge1epn 1n den Darpa 

~ van Stellenbollch den 2' FebI'. 1779 In 't bl.)veellen Yen de medeburgera Anthonl.) 
0 rick Coenrudllz. en Hemanua AdrUUI COlllbrink ala ptui.)sen. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The archaeological excavation of plot 1298, proved to be 
much more arduous and complex than originally expected. The 
primary focus was the structural evolution of the buildings 
from the early 18th century till the present time. The 
importa nce of the s ite lies mainly in the contextuality of 
tho various features . Anyone feature, whether a clay 
floor, cobbling or foundations, has no particular ae s thetic 
value, except " for its meaning within a specific context of a 
certain time period . Nonetheless , a few featUres are 
completo enough by thomsolvQs to warrant preserv ation, 1f 
possible. while other areas are sensitive in respect of the 
type of i nformation the feature or element represents. 

SENSITIVE FEATURES OR AREAS 

The follo..,ing features or areas are ..,orth..,hile to consider 
..,ithin the concept of the proposed development of the s ite. 
The areas are keyed in to the general map for easy 
reference , supplemented with photographs where necessary. 

1 Foundations and ~alls 

1 . 1 Corner section ..,ith raised ..,al1s of granite and shale . 
Represents the oldest corner of the d..,elling, and of 
this to..,n-block (period c . 1700 ). 

1 . 2 Corner section indicating ..,here the post-1720 d..,elling 
ended . 

1.3 Blocked-up openings of doors/..,indo..,s in the front 
facade. The y represent the only openings that ..,ere 
positively identified in the exterior of the building 
(period late 18th/ early 19th century) . 

1.< 

1.5 

The only remains 
..,ith signs of an 
(period c . 1790). 

of brick ..,alling that have survived 
entran ce door 'adjacent (north) of it 

• 
The earliest divisional ..,all of the 
has remained (post-1720) overlain 
foundation stones . 

front portion that 
by the post-1803 

1.6 The rest of the foundations and stone walls are 1n a 
fair condition . 

1 .7 The only clay wall that ..,as encountered , .... as built 
.... ith a base of cobble stones (c .1720) . 
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2 Floor finishes 

2 . 1 

2 . 2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2 . 6 

A variety of very interesting clay floors are visible, 
al l dating from the 18th century . Unfortunately, the 
oldest ones are situated at very 10 .... levels, making 
preservation or accessabl11ty to view quite difficult. 
The moist conditions are advantageous to fungal growth 
and quickly affects such exposures adversely. 

Small, intact areas of a floor surface that was I1me­
plastered (period mid 18th century) , 

Lime - plastered 
select areas 
(c.1790). 

impressions of a tiled floor. of which 
are present at a number of places 

Small sections of brick floors of the mid 18th century 
are still present, which are remarkable for their good 
state of preservation. 

A cobbled floor , probably part of a coach house. It 
has been left intact and i~ very well preserved 
(c.1790). 

A neat and extensive cobbled 
served as stabling quaters , is 
east corner of the plot (mid to 

floor , which probably 
situated in the south ­
late 19th century). 
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3 stoep surfaces 

3.1 The cobbled stoep facing the facade 1n Church street. 
is well preserved and dates from about the mid 18th 
century . 

3.2 Around the western and southe rn perimeter of the 
building a 60 em wid e cobbled surface acted as a 
dripllne for the thatched building (late 18th 
century) . 

3 .3 On the eastern side there is a cobbled surface with 
neat drainage furro,",s of which select portions have 
been exposed to view (late 18th century) . 

3.4 The remains of steps giving access to a backdoor , have 
been exposed (mid 18th century). 

3.5 The remains of steps facing the .... estern side (19th 
century) . 

3.6 Cobbling, forming part of an extensive stoep covers a 
large area , with a later stone surface built over it 
(18th century). 

3 . 7 A section of the stoep cobbles of circa 1705 with 
signs of the 1710 f ir e directly adjacent to it. This 
represents portions of the earliest dwelling and 
should be treated with the utmost care . 

I I 
3.2 

I 
I 
I 

I I 
' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

3., 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! 
I 

i l 

I 



--------------------

"";;J ' ___ _ ---------------



'/ "t\'). 

r '-;0-: 

i, 
u 
I'"~ 
,l , 

\ 

'I \: 

" Features 

4.1 A well or a privy, lined with cobble stones, was 
excavated to a depth of 2 metres, containing mostly 
building rubble and artefacts, including the remains 
of a wooden bucket, some porcelain and iron, leather 
remains of a few shoes and' two coins (dated 1860, 
1875). This could be a very interesting feature, but 
it should be noted that the watertable continually 
stabilises at a depth of about one third from the 
gravel base. 

4.2 Rubbish middens in the backyard were elusive, except 
for two or three dating from the early 20th century. 
The backyard areas south of the building may 
consequently prove to yield more concentrated deposits 
of rubbish from the 18th and 19th centuries. They 
could even be situated below the toilet area (4.3) or 
the early 20th century additions (4.4). 

CONCLUSION 

It is impossible to foresee exactly where very significant 
finds may crop up during the initial stages of the erection 
of the hotel extensions. As portions are certainly going to 
be destroyed, this important site needs to be monitored, as 
contracted, for additional information to clarify and expand 
the present database. 
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