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DoCUMEnT ovERviEW

FOR INFORMATION

The Boschendal Farm measures nearly 2000 hectares comprising various 
landholdings held under the ownership of Boschendal (Pty) Ltd. its 
consolidated ownership dates to the late 19th century when acquired 
by Rhodes Fruit Farms (Pty) Ltd. Based on a combination of land form, 
settlement pattern and historical processes, various character precincts 
can be identified across the farm. The focus of the CMP is the Historic 
Core Precinct including Boschendal, Rhone and Cottage 1685 together 
comprising the ‘centre piece’ of a highly significant cultural landscape. 
Both Boschendal and Rhone are provincial heritage sites. 

The CMP forms part of a precinct planning approach to the farm to allow 
for a more meaningful understanding of heritage issues across scales 
including the cumulative impacts of separate development applications 
on cultural landscape significance. 

The focus of this CMP Working Document is the Boschendal werf given the 
current pressures to maintain the site in a commercially sustainable way. it 
forms the framework for the following immediate interventions:

1. The adaptive reuse of the current Werf Restaurant for the purpose of a 
retail space involving alterations and additions, which triggers the need 
for permit under Section 27 (18) of the national Heritage Resources Act 
(Act no. 25 of 1999; nHRA). 

2. The alteration of the central werf space in terms of landscaping 
interventions, which triggers the need for a Section 27 permit. 

3.  The adaptive reuse of the homestead from a museum to a gallery space 
involving minor alterations, which triggers the need for a Section 27 Minor 
Works Permit (MWP) yet also requires a holistic understanding of the 
conservation ethos of the werf as a whole as well as the wider intentions 
of Boschendal (Pty) Ltd.

Possible future interventions include inter alia a Garden Conservatory and 
Tea Garden, which would trigger the need for a Section 27 permit. 

in 2019 unauthorised work was undertaken at the Boschendal werf involving 

the construction of ablutions within the kraal structure flanking the western 
side of the central werf space. in a letter dated March 2021 Boschendal 
(Pty) Ltd notified HWC of the authorised work and indicated its intention to 
resolve the issue in a holistic manner by way of a CMP process. 

Underpinning all of these interventions is the need to determine the 
carrying capacity of the werf to accommodate change and absorb new 
development in terms of its heritage site status. 

intrinsically linked to the issue of carrying capacity, is the need to define a 
conservation ethos based on an understanding of heritage values. There is 
a need to reconceptualise the 1970s vision of an idealised farm werf and 
its use as a museum and representative Cape Dutch rural werf in terms of 
current heritage thinking. Since then, the heritage landscape has shifted 
dramatically in terms of approaches to heritage management, critical 
debates about inclusivity and representivity, the need for universal access, 
as well as the need to balance commercial viability and sustainable 
conservation practice. 

A conservation ethos needs to address issues around carrying capacity, use 
of materials, structuring elements, interpretation and layering of heritage 
values and relationships between old and new. 

HISTORIC CORE PRECINCT

PRoPERTY oWnER: Boschendal (PTY) Ltd 
SiTE: Boschendal Farm 
ADDRESS: R310 Dwars River valley, Stellenbosch
FARM PoRTionS: 
 - Boschendal Portion 10/1674 measuring 107.88 hectares (PHS)
 - Rhone 1730 measuring 192.12 hectares (PHS)
 - Cottage 1685 Portion 6/1674 measuring 42.44 hectares

USE: Agricultural zoning with consent use for various tourism facilities

4 September 2021
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Figure 1. Identification of the Historic Core Precinct and the set pieces, subject of this working document (Google/WCG 2021).
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1.0  INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of This Document

This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) is a working document in 
development. it is being developed to provide three essential “tools” for 
the conservation management of the Boschendal Historic Core: 

1. A vision statement and conservation ethos; 
2. An analysis of the heritage significance, heritage indicators (both 
tangible and intangible), and the opportunities and constraints to 
future use;

3. A practical, implementable guide to the maintenance of the site 
and the management of change.

This is positioned within the holistic conservation framework devised for the 
totality of the farm that evolved from the 2019 Boschendal Farm Conceptual 
Framework. 

The full scope of the proposed CMP can be seen from its proposed Table 
of Contents (Annexure A of this document).

1.2 Background

Currently, heritage processes on Boschendal are being dealt with jointly 
by a team comprising Sarah Winter and Rennie Scurr Adendorff, which 
allows for a multi-disciplinary approach to heritage management on the 
farm, bedded in long-standing involvement in the area, and in Boschendal 
Farm specifically. The team is involved in a number of current initiatives, 
including the HiA for York Farm cottages, the East Precinct Plan, Kropman 
farm workers’ accommodation, Mountain villa, the Founders’ Estate Tented 
Camp, and the Rhone stables block repairs.

The Historic Core has been identified as needing a proactive and robust 
management framework in light of the various pressures it is subject to. 
The need to look at the Historic Core holistically, and to avoid piecemeal 
treatment of it in response to ad hoc development proposals, makes a 
Conservation Management Plan the appropriate vehicle.

1.3 Statutory Context

The Historic Core incorporates three distinct places: Boschendal Homestead 
and werf, Rhone Homestead and werf, and Cottage 1685 with its Annexe 
and the Avenue of Trees that leads from the R310 to it. 

Boschendal and Rhone were declared national monuments in 1976 under 
the former national Monuments Act. Under the current heritage legislation, 
they are provincial heritage sites and are protected in terms of Section 27 
of the national Heritage Resources Act. The responsible heritage authority 
for provincial heritage sites is Heritage Western Cape.

Boschendal and Rhone are located within the Grade i Cape Winelands 
Cultural Landscape. The South African Heritage Resources Agency is a 
commenting authority in terms of any heritage application process.

Cottage 1685 and the Annex are both older than 60 years, and enjoy 
general protection in terms of Section-34 of the national Heritage Resources 
(no. 25 of 1999). Both of these structures lie well outside and distant from 
the boundaries of the PHS. Similarly, the two structures lie just outside the 
Grade i national Heritage Site of the Boschendal Founders Estate.

1.4 Objectives and Structure of the Conservation Management Plan

The purpose of the CMP is to provide the heritage authorities, the landowner 
and stakeholders with an approach to site management that allows long-
term preservation of its heritage significance, while responding to present 
challenges and constraints. it aims to achieve this by providing a holistic 
plan and coherent reference document to guide appropriate maintenance 
and management of the historic buildings and their landscape. 

The document is structured in three parts:

 - Part A will establish the vision statement and conservation ethos for the 
heritage management of the Historic Core, to maintain, control and 
enhance its tangible and intangible heritage significances.

 - Part B will identify the relevant sites and documents the history. it collates 
assessments of the heritage values associated with the group.

 - Part C will identify the heritage design indicators for the Historic Core; 
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threats and risks to the heritage significance; and the opportunities 
and constraints. it will propose heritage management protocols for the 
protection and appropriate utilisation of the site, its structures and their 
landscape. 

 - Annexures will incorporate condition records and practical guides to 
fabric maintenance and management.

The ultimate goal is to establish a management approach that balances 
conservation and utilisation.

once completed it will pass through a public participation process with 
identified stakeholders, following which it will be submitted to Heritage 
Western Cape (HWC). once adopted by HWC, this CMP is to form the basis 
of a Heritage Agreement in terms of Section 42 of the national Heritage 
Resources Act, no. 25 of 1999 (nHRA) between the property owner, 
Boschendal (PTY) Ltd. and HWC.

1.5 Role-players and Stakeholders

The property is owned by Boschendal (PTY) Ltd. 

national, Provincial and Local Authorities with an interest in the historic 
core:
 - South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)
 - Heritage Western Cape (HWC)
 - Stellenbosch Local Municipality 

Registered Conservation Bodies with direct interest in the site:
 - Drakenstein Heritage Foundation
 - Franschhoek valley Conservation Trust
 - Stellenbosch interest Group
 - Stellenbosch Heritage Foundation
 - Stellenbosch Planning Advisory Committee

1.6  Methodology and Limitations

The study and analysis has drawn on the extensive previous studies of the 
site by Gabriël Fagan Architects, Baumann & Winter, Wolff Architects, 
Rennie Scurr Adendorff Architects, and other heritage professionals (see 
bibliography). 

A detailed site survey has been undertaken.

1.7 Statement of Independence

neither Sarah Winter Heritage Consultant, nor Rennie Scurr Adendorff 
Architects has any legal or personal ties to Boschendal or other professionals 
involved in this proposal, nor to any companies that may be involved in the 
process that is to follow.

Professional fees for the compilation of this document will be paid by 
Boschendal but are not linked to any desired outcome.

WORKING DOCUMENT
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BELCOM/IACOM
Recommendation

HWC COUNCIL
Heritage
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 Flowchart of Process from Draft CMP to Heritage Agreement



128 Boschendal Cellar Building S27 Application Rennie Scurr Adendorff Architects and Sarah Winter  September 2021
4

DRAFT

Boschendal  Historic Core CMP  — Draft Working Document Rennie Scurr Adendorff and Sarah Winter     4 September 2021

2.0 APPROACH AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

2.1 Conservation Philosophy and Best Practice

The purpose of conservation is the retention of cultural significance. 

Australia iCoMoS Burra Charter, 2013 outlines the key principals and sets a 
standard of practice for heritage conservation. it has informed this process, 
with these factors being particularly relevant:

 - Conserve: The approach to the conservation of place should be cautious, 
with the introduction of change being carefully evaluated to balance 
significance with an owner’s resources, external constraints and a site’s 
physical condition.

 - Meanings: various degrees of significance may apply to different aspects 
of a place.

 - Related spaces: Where the wider setting—visual, spatial and experiential—
of a place is important to a site, it should be retained and protected.

 - Tangible qualities: the fabric and built form, should be subject to 
preservation, restoration and maintenance appropriate to condition, 
authenticity and significance.

 - Change: Adaptation to new uses and new work should be appropriate 
to the levels of significance and not distort, obscure or destroy the 
understanding or interpretation of significance. 

 - Values: A place may have co-existing values, with significances 
experienced differently by different interest groups. Conservation and 
interpretation is best managed in a participatory way, inclusive of those 
with meaningful associations to a place.

SAHRA’s “Guiding Principles of a Conservation Management Plan”, are 
aligned with the fundamentals of the Burra Charter. They call for:

 - Statement of Significance: Concise and clear presenting the values 
particular to the site—cultural, social, historic, scientific or aesthetic—
that contributes to its significance.

 - Minimum intervention: changes to a physical aspect should be achieved 
through the least disturbance of the site, and only once a permit to do 
so has been granted by HWC.

 - Reversibility: Applied interventions should not cause irreversible damage 
to significance.

 - Consideration of authenticity: new materials should be disclosed and 
discernible.

 - Preventive conservation:  Less direct disturbance of a site is more cost 
effective and easier to implement.

 - Budget for maintenance and monitoring must be in place.
 - Responsibility: Process of  implementation, reporting and monitoring 

should be documented. (From SAHRA 2014)

2.1.1 Authenticity and values

Authenticity can contribute value to heritage significance. Authenticity 
should be understood as being “that which is genuine or original and not 
in an altered or modified state” (CHS 2005). This reading extends beyond 
building fabric, to evidence of workmanship, age, design, form, and 
includes the representation of historic layering, spatial arrangement of 
place, the historic use and users.

Winter points out that, “Authenticity in South African heritage practice thus 
needs to be accompanied by recognition of a multiplicity and diversity of 
historical perspectives and values” (Winter 2019: 12).

2.2 Conservation Management Plan

The purpose of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) is to provide 
clear, practical guidance on the future management and use of a place 
of heritage significance. it has two essential components allowing it to fulfil 
its function:

1. identification of the heritage significance of the site.
2. Framework of actions and attitudes  required to preserve that significance.

international best practice in heritage management highlights the concept 
of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP):

1.  it is a clearly documented and user-friendly management system for 
cultural heritage assets.

2.  it provides a clear statement of the heritage values of the place – what 
needs to be protected and how.
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3.  it identifies opportunities to enhance heritage significance, e.g. on-
site interpretation and tourism use to enhance public appreciation and 
enjoyment of a place.

4.  it identifies acceptable levels or thresholds of change to retain heritage 
significance (benchmarking criteria).

5.  it recognises the principle of sustainable heritage management practices 
inclusive of social-economic opportunities to invest in the heritage 
significance of a place.

6.  it records and reinforces good management practices rather than 
reinventing them, and serves to install systems where there are gaps. 
The recording of “institutional memory” is therefore key.

7.  it streamlines heritage permitting requirements (nHRA) through the 
identification of “no heritage risk” activities to be exempt from permitting 
requirements. e.g. routine maintenance including redecoration and 
excavation work in archaeologically non-sensitive areas.

2.3 Vision Statement 

The preparation of this CMP for Boschendal is driven by the motivation to 
establish a vision statement and a conservation ethos for the ensemble of 
sites that make up the Historic Core.

2.4 Conservation Ethos and Guiding Principles

The objective of the conservation ethos is to protect and enhance the 
integrity of the site and its range of heritage values while adapting it to 
function sustainably in its 21st century context. This requires a vision of that 
addresses complex, not always compatible, needs. 

The Guiding Principles aim to help navigate these complexities.

Both Boschendal and Rhone were part of a restoration project undertaken 
in the late 1970s with a strong conservation ethos underpinning the 
interventions focusing on their early 19th century architecture and 
landscape. it was during this period that the Boschendal werf was opened 
to the public as a museum and tourism venue. 

Since then, heritage attitudes have undergone significant revision in 
terms of approaches to heritage management that address inclusivity 
and representivity including a respect for historical layering and range 
of heritage values. Such attitudes are embedded in the principles of the 
Boschendal Conceptual Framework a associated Heritage Baseline Study 
(2019). 

Coupled with the need to reconceptualise the role of the Boschendal ‘set 
pieces’ within the current heritage landscape, there is the need to balance 
commercial viability and sustainable conservation practice. Guiding 
principles will frame the heritage conservation and future planning of the 
Boschendal Historic Core Precinct and need to address a range of issues. 

outlined below are a preliminary set of issues relating mostly to the 
Boschendal werf:

 - Developing a clear attitude to the 1970s interventions as reflecting a 
particular conservation ethos not necessarily reflecting current heritage 
thinking. 

 - Balancing commercial objectives with the carrying capacity of heritage 
significance and therefore establishing clear thresholds for acceptable 
levels of change.

 - Reconciling the institutional memory and the public image of place with 
its potential contemporary social role including a range of intangible 
values.

 - Recognising Boschendal and Rhone as part of a broader landscape 
incorporating working farm, linkage potential with the eastern precinct 
and the factory/village precinct.

 - Recognising the patterns of access which have changed over time and 
can been improved through reinstating historical alignments.

 - Recognising the past role of the Boschendal ‘Manor House’ as a museum 
and repository for an important collection and the need for its proper 
safekeeping, recording and curation.

 - Recognising that the hierarchy and sequence of werf spaces and 
landscape treatment is an integral component of heritage significance.
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3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

The final draft CMP will examine the individual components of the Historic 
Core in detail as well as holistically as a group set within a broader cultural 
landscape context. They share a number of heritage management issues 
ranging from architectural conservation to landscaping to archaeology. 
The focus below is on the Boschendal werf.

3.1 Locality and Physical Context

Boschendal Farm is an historic wine and fruit farm that lies south of the 
R45 at its intersection with the R310. The current farm comprises portions of 
other historic farms and incorporates the Grade i national Heritage Site of 
the Founders Estate, which itself comprises several portions.

The farm includes several historic farm werfs, including those of Boschendal 
itself, Rhone, Goede Hoop, Champagne and Excelsior, as well as historic 
Cottage 1685 (ex-Rhodes Cottage). in addition to these historic, graded 
buildings, there are isolated and clustered structures across the property, 
including farm workers’ accommodation, farm managers’ houses and farm 
buildings.

The landscape is a juxtaposition of natural, wilderness elements, extensive 
farmlands of vines and orchards, scattered historic and recent structures 
and groups of structures, and the villages of Pniël, Languedoc and Kylemore.

The farm falls predominantly within the Stellenbosch Municipality, although 
the northwestern portion of it falls within the Drakenstein Municipality.
The farm lies at the foot of the Simonsberg and Drakenstein Mountains, 
straddling the Dwars River. The landscape is characterised by steep upper 
slopes of the mountains which give way to fertile mid-slopes that have 
been farmed for centuries; settlements occur on the lower slopes, with 
river floodplains in the valleys.

The wider area has been graded by SAHRA as a Grade i cultural landscape, 
the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape, in recognition of the exceptional 
scenic beauty and very high cultural, social history and heritage significance 
of the region.

The significance of the Dwars River valley has, previously, been closely 
aligned to the prominent, historic Cape Dutch farmsteads and their 

formal werfs, of which Boschendal and Rhone are the primary examples. 
in addition to these two farmsteads, several other buildings have been 
identified as intrinsic elements of the Dwars River cultural landscape, and 
these further structures include the farmsteads of Goede Hoop, nieuwedorp 
and Excelsior as well as Rhodes Cottage.

3.2  The Historic Core Precinct 

At the centre of Boschendal Farm is the Historic Core Precinct comprising 
the Rhone and Boschendal werfs and their immediate landscape settings 
framed by the R310 to the west and the Dwars River to the east. At present 
the two werfs are accessed off the R310 via the same entrance located 
approximately midway between them. Both Rhone and Boschendal werfs 
are provincial heritage sites.

The Boschendal werf is used for tourism – restaurant, deli, farm shop, 
market, wine tasting, function venue and overnight accommodation. The 
homestead was until recently used as a museum and is currently used 
mostly for staff offices. The Rhone werf is used as a wine tasting venue and 
for small functions in the homestead. The outbuildings to the rear of the 
homestead are used for staff offices. The Rhone production cellar as well 
as the historic cellar framing the werf to the west are leased on a long term 
basis to Douglas Green, but owned by Boschendal (Pty) Ltd. 

Located opposite the Boschendal and Rhone entrance off the R310 is a 
group of cottages used as offices, spa and staff accommodation of limited 
intrinsic heritage value. 

on the opposite side of the R310 to the west is core of the working farm 
intensively cultivated under orchards and vineyards. A yellowwood avenue 
extends across this landscape linking the formal set pieces of Boschendal 
and Rhone with Cottage 1685 located at the footslopes of the Simonberg 
Mountains and immediately adjacent to the Founders Estates National 
Heritage Site. The cottage is used as a guest house. it is located in proximity 
to the niewedorp homestead which is located on the Founders Estates 
nHS. 

Located on the opposite side of the Dwars River to the east of Boschendal 
and Rhone is the periphery of the working farm with the Thembalethu 
Hostel, York Cottages and Piggery and limited connection with the rest of 
the farm. 



Boschendal Cellar Building S27 Application Rennie Scurr Adendorff Architects and Sarah Winter  September 2021 131
7

DRAFT

Boschendal  Historic Core CMP  — Draft Working Document Rennie Scurr Adendorff and Sarah Winter     4 September 2021

KEY

Grade i Cape 
Winelands Cultural 
Landscape

Boschendal Farm 
Boundary

Founders’ Estate 
Grade i
national Heritage 
Site

Boschendal 
Historic Core 
Precinct

SIMONSBERG MOUNTAINS

DRAKENSTEIN MOUNTAINS

Figure 2.  Map showing the Historic Core Precinct relative to the boundaries of the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape Grade i area, the Boschendal Farm boundary, 
and the Founders’ Estate Grade i national Heritage Site area (RSA, 2020).
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Figure 3.  Map at the farm scale, showing the location and relationship of the Historic Core Precinct to the Boschendal farm boundary and the Founders’ Estate nHS 
area (RSA, 2020).
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Figure 4.  Map showing the delineation of the Historic Core Precinct (RSA, 2020).
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4.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

4.1  Broader Landscape 

4.1.1 precolonial period

Human activity is recorded in the Franschhoek region from the Early Stone 
Age onwards, with evidence for this long-standing occupation and utilisation 
of the landscape predominantly found in stone tools spanning the Earlier, 
Middle and Later Stone Ages. Maps and records from the early arrivals of 
Europeans into this area attest to the continued use and occupation of this 
landscape by indigenous people into the recent past.

Earlier Stone Age (ESA) tools are fairly ubiquitous in the region, and are 
the most commonly identified Stone Age material in locally undertaken 
surveys. occupation of the area continued through the Middle Stone Age 
(MSA), although such occurrences are not common in the region. The Later 
Stone Age (LSA) is poorly represented in the region, possibly a reflection of 
the extensive occupation and utilisation of the region in the colonial past 
that has resulted in material and sites being destroyed and/or reworked. 
Two exceptions to this general pattern are noteworthy for their rarity. of 
relevance to this CMP are the archaeological excavations at Delta located 
on the banks of the Dwars River downstream from Boschendal and Rhone.  

The excavations in proximity to the homestead revealed a site with two 
broad periods of occupation, as determined by stone tool types and 
the presence of pottery in the second occupation (orton 2005). The site 
occupies a high lying piece of ground overlooking the wide river terrace, 
and was likely chosen for its proximity to the Dwars River, and views out 
over the flat, fertile terrace that would have attracted game and, later, 
provided good grazing. The site, significantly, spans the arrival of ceramic 
technology at the Cape, the advent of which heralded the replacement 
of ancient hunter-gatherer systems with pastoralism, some time in the past 
2000 years.

The hunter-gatherers who had occupied the landscape until the arrival of 
herding peoples were either assimilated into nomadic pastoralist groups 
or displaced by them. These pastoralists, predominantly, occupied the 
landscape when the Europeans arrived. Their presence in the region is 
attested to in travel accounts and maps of the time. indeed, European 
expeditions to barter for cattle with these pastoralists was responsible for 

much of the early incursion of the settlers into the interior (Malan 2017).

4.1.2   earlier colonial period 

The first Europeans arrived in this region in the mid to late 17th century, 
with early sorties to barter cattle soon deteriorating to skirmishes over 
grazing land (Malan, 2016). With the allocation of the first land to farmers 
in Stellenbosch in 1679, and Paarl, Simondium and Dwars River shortly 
thereafter, all pretence at alliance with Khoekhoen was abandoned. By 
1688, these early farmers were joined by the Huguenot refugees, fleeing 
religious persecution in Europe, and the early grain and fruit farms of the 
region were increasingly turned into highly successful wine farms (Smuts, 
2021). The primary purpose of these early farms was to supply agricultural 
produce to the refreshment station of the Dutch East india Company 
(DEiC:voC). 

it was during this period that the farms Boschendal, Rhone and nieuwedorp 
were granted; Boschendal in 1685, nieuwedorp in 1689 and Rhone in 1691. 

Despite resistance from the Khoekoen, by the early 18th century colonial 
settlement had destroyed the transhumance pattern of movement the 
Khoekoen population and their decimation was hastened by the indentured 
labour system and disease.

The late 18th and early 19th century colonial landscape was associated 
with an emerging rural gentry, the building and expansion of farmsteads 
and the central role of slavery and indigenous farm labour in agricultural 
production and building construction. A rural Cape vernacular emerged 
with the classic Cape Dutch makeovers in the 1780s to 1820s extending 
into the British period (e.g. Boschendal and Rhone) (Baumann et al 2016).

The first half of the 19th century was characterised by a rising rural gentry, 
syncretic Cape Dutch and British trade and farming practices, slave 
emancipation, segregation and labour management. The introduction of 
the quitrent land grant system in 1811 resulted in substantially enlarged 
landholdings and effectively removing common arable and grazing land 
between them. The mission settlement of Pniel was established in 1843 
mainly to accommodate freed slaves in the area (Baumann et al 2016).

The second half of the 19th century was characterised by mineral exploitation 
in the interior and the consolidation of British colonial interests at the Cape 
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including the development of the harbour and railway line. it was also 
associated with the decline in the wine industry and agricultural economy. 
in 1886 the outbreak of phylloxera virtually destroyed all the Cape vineyards, 
leaving many farmers bankrupt (Baumann et al 2016).

4.1.3   later colonial RFF period  

The first half of the 20th century was characterised by the Union of South 
Africa, Cape Revival movement and a rising corporatism. it was associated 
with the development of the fruit industry in the valley, new workers’ housing, 
railway infrastructure and improvements to the road network. it was during 
the late 19th and early 20th century that the settlements of Johannesdal 
and Kylemore were established and Lanquedoc village was built. 

The landholdings of Boschendal, Rhone and nieuwedorp (Cottage 1685) 
were incorporated into Rhodes Fruit Farms (RFF) at the turn of the 20th 
century. This corporate agricultural entity established over the greater part 
of the valley lasted more than a century becoming Amfarms in 1969 until 
2003 when it became Boschendal Estate.  

After retiring as Prime Minister of the Cape in 1896 and with the collapse of 
the wine industry, Cecil John Rhodes invested in an innovative agricultural 
scheme for the development of the fruit industry. The scheme was originated 
by H.E.v. Pickstone who persuaded Rhodes to buy up derelict wine farms 
in Groot Drakenstein, Wellington and Stellenbosch. Rhodes instructed his 
agents to give preference to farms with Cape Dutch homesteads and set 
aside substantial sums for their maintenance. in 1897, Boschendal and 
Rhone were amongst the first of 26 farms to be bought by Rhodes (Titlestad 
2008).

The agricultural scheme was carried out under the management and 
technical advice of Pickstone, whose technological advances and 
international expertise influenced fruit production in South Africa. Assisted 
by 12 young managers, many of whom also trained in California, the farms 
were transformed introducing modern methods of pruning, grafting and 
irrigation, and training farm workers in the new skills. A total of 200 000 
deciduous fruit trees were planted with fruit becoming the primary produce 
of the valley (Titlestad 2008).

Rhodes died in 1902 before the vision of a Cape fruit industry was fully 
realised. The company Rhodes Fruit Farms Ltd. was established in the same 

year. Pickstone managed the consolidated agricultural group until 1905. 
The scheme, initially established as an experimental and training centre 
for the development of the Cape fruit industry, was soon to become the 
centre of a thriving export fruit industry (Titlestad 2008).

The introduction of corporate farming methods and new employment 
opportunities resulting from the growth and diversification of the fruit 
industries necessitated the construction of new farm managers’ and 
workers’ houses, including the planned labourer’s village of Lanquedoc. 
As the trees came into production, packsheds were erected. The railway 
line to Groot Drakenstein was opened in 1903 and a railway station built. 
The trains were equipped with refrigeration cars, vital for the trade and 
export of fruit (Boschendal Museum 2008).

Facilitated by the construction of the railway line, the R45 and R310 
developed into an agro-industrial precinct. A cannery was built in 1903 
and a jam factory in 1906 to provide an outlet for excess fruit. By 1907 
the company’s business was organised in three distinct departments: farm, 
packhouse and factory. The new offices of RFF were built in 1909. A new 
central packshed was erected in 1931 (Bochendal Museum 2008; Baumann 
et al 2016). 

Herbert Baker’s extensive architectural intervention in the valley began at 
Rhodes’ request. Baker designed a cottage for Rhodes that was constructed 
on or adjacent to the site of the ruined Nieuwedorp homestead. It combined 
Cape cottage features with the Arts and Craft movement. Rhodes died 
before it was complete. Rhodes Cottage became a guesthouse for use 
of the company’s executives and international political and business 
personalities. 

De Beers took over RFF in 1925 and in 1927 appointed an international expert 
in the fruit industry, Alfred Appleyard, as Managing Director with the aim of 
efficient consolidation and restructuring of the business operation. in 1937 
De Beers sold RFF to Abe Bailey and, after his death in 1940, a syndicate of 
business interests acquired RFF and they owned and developed it for the 
next 28 years.

4.1.4   Apartheid period 

The landscape of the second half of the 20th century was characterised by 
apartheid, massive expansions and improvements in infrastructure and new 
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attitudes to farm labour. it was during this period that Pniel, Lanquedoc, 
Kylemore and Johannesdal were declared “coloured areas”, various 
clusters of farm workers’ cottages were built and the Thembalethu Hostel 
was built to the east of the Dwars River to accommodate black migrant 
workers.

Jack Manning was appointed Managing Director of RFF in 1949. Under 
his management during the 1950s and 1960s massive expansions and 
improvements were undertaken – new dams and irrigation doubled the 
productive agricultural area, the factory precinct was enlarged including 
the construction of a saw-mill and a new cannery to the west of the R310, 
new workers’ housing was built, transport was mechanised and refrigeration 
technology was improved. The export markets boomed and by 1968 RFF 
employed hundreds of people and produced and packaged large scale 
export crops (Titlestad 2008). 

in 1969 Anglo American and de Beers purchased RFF to become Amfarms 
for the next 31 years. in 1976 the Boschendal homestead, outbuildings and 
gardens were restored/renovated to their 19th century appearance by 
Gabriel and Gwen Fagan. The northern entrance to the front of Boschendal 
homestead was made redundant by the reinforcement of the southern 
access situated on axis with the rear homestead. The Boschendal werf 
was declared a national monument in 1979 (now a Provincial Heritage 
Site). in the late 1970s it was established as a museum/tourism/restaurant 
facility, one of the first establishments of its kind within the Cape Winelands 
(Titlestad 2008).

Anglo turned its attention to wine making in the 1980s and the wine were 
marketed under the Boschendal label. A state of the art wine cellar was 
built at Rhone in the 1990s (Titlestad 2008).

4.1.5   Democratic period 

The 21st century landscape has been characterised by a shift to South 
African democracy, a change in corporate ownership and increased 
tourism use.

in 1998 Amfarms decided to dispose of its landholdings in the Dwars River 
valley. in 2003 a consortium of investors (Boschendal Ltd) purchased 2242 
hectares of these landholdings. A large portion of the factory precinct 
including the cannery to the west of the R310 and the factory buildings to 

the north of the site between the R45 and the railway line were acquired 
by the Rhodes Food Group. 

Between 2003 and 2005 about 3000 employees and their families living on 
Boschendal farm were relocated to a large extension of Lanquedoc called 
“New Lanquedoc”. The project was undertaken by Anglo American in 
collaboration with the Department of Land Affairs and involved transferring 
ownership of the new and existing houses at Lanquedoc to employees of 
Amfarms (Titlestad 2008). numerous worker’s cottages of the farm were 
left vacant including the Uilkraal cottages and farm school immediately 
to the north of the Boschendal werf. The Boschendal werf cottages were 
renovated for tourism accommodation in the 2013.

Since 2005, the wine cellar at Rhone has been on a 99 year lease to DGB 
(Pty) Ltd. 
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4.2 Boschendal Historic Werf

The history of the development of Boschendal and the history of its ownership 
has been well studied and reported on elsewhere (Fagan, 1979; Fransen, 
2004). This condensed history is provided to contextualise the CMP guidelines. 

Boschendal as it currently exists was originally two 60 morgen grants made 
to two Huguenots: nicolas de Lanoy was granted Rhone in 1690, and Jean 
le Long was granted the adjacent Boschendal in 1713. After Le Long died in 
1715, Abraham de villiers, another Huguenot, bought Boschendal, having 
by then already acquired de Lanoy’s property. Since then, both have been 
farmed as a single property.

in 1717, Abraham sold to his brother, Jacques de villiers, and it is likely this 
owner who built the first substantial buildings on the farm. After his death,
Jacques’ widow lived there until 1738 when she transferred it to their 
youngest son, Jean or Jan. Jan married twice and had a very large family, 
buying property for all his sons, and setting up the de villiers as the pre-
eminent family in the region. His twentieth son, Paul de villiers became 
owner of the property in 1802, and it was Paul who built the house in its 
current form, although the core of the house is almost certainly older. 

Construction was completed in 1818; the gable carries the date 1812, and 
the initials of Paul and his wife Anna Susanna Louw. By 1824, the slave 
quarters housed 31 slaves, a kraal held 100 oxen, with another held 17 
sheep and goats while a stable held 10 horses. When Paul and his wife 
moved to Paarl in 1839, Jan Jacobus and Hendrik Francois, their two sons, 
took possession of Boschendal, and Hendrik bought his brother out in 1843, 
selling it back to Jan when he took ill after 20 years of farming. Jan remained 
on the farm until he too moved to Paarl in 1879.

The farm was bought on Jan’s death in 1880 by Daniel Jacobus Retief who
went insolvent seven years later, and sold it on to J GC Myburgh. The farm 
was then acquired by Cecil John Rhodes, together with other properties 
acquired after the phylloxera epidemic decimated the Cape wine industry.

4.2.1. evolution of the Boschendal Werf landscape

The Boschendal werf has a strong axial layout parallel to the Dwars River, 
with the ringmure and outbuildings forming an elongated ‘U’ with the 
homestead at one end. Avenues of parallel oak trees, planted by the 

Fagans, extend the axial concept beyond the man-made into the natural 
landscape. The significance of the enclosed werf space and its relationship 
to the homestead and scenic surrounds was recognised by the Fagans. 
The werf is defined by the buildings and connecting ringmure that not only 
relate the buildings to each other and the homestead, but also “extend, 
embrace and integrate the man-made with the natural landscape” 
(Buttgens, 2009: 12).

Situated directly opposite the central double-leaved timber gate of the 
cellar is the matching gate of the coach house. The relationship between 
this pair of buildings creates a further spatial determinant, and is the only 
cross axis to the main spatial theme on the werf. This spatial dynamic is 
highly significant and may have been an overriding factor for the decision 
by Fagan to reconstruct the coach house gable to enhance the visual link 
between the two buildings.

The restoration of the coach house and, more specifically its gable, clearly 
established the building as a matched pair with the cellar, enhancing a 
cross axis that architecturally balanced the spatial relationship between 
the eastern and western extents of the linear werf.

The establishment of the present approach to Boschendal as the primary 
and singular ‘public’ entrance to the werf and its associated parkland 
setting dates to the late 1970s when the Boschendal farm werf and 
gardens were subject to a major restoration/renovation project and re-
conceptualization as a museum, tourism venue and institutional flagship 
for Amfarms.

A new entry point from the westerly parking area into the werf was 
undertaken in the 2014/2015 redevelopment. This was created as a low 
key intervention in order not to interfere with the integrity or character 
of the werf in terms of axial and hierarchical arrangements, and sense 
of enclosure. The proposal necessitated landscaping interventions to the 
parking area to mark the new entrance, and to keep it clear of vehicles, 
but retained the informal character of the parking area.
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Figure 5. Boschendal Werf 2021: detailed site survey - naming of parts (RSA 2021)
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Figure 6. Boschendal Werf 2021: detailed site survey - naming of parts (RSA 2021)
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Figure 7. Chronology: 1938 - 1949 (RSA, 2021)

Chronological development of 
the Boschendal Werf as revealed 
through a selection of historic 
aerials; note both the changes 
to buildings through time, and 
landscaping interventions 

1938:
 - Formal, treed diagonal 

approach to the north 
western side of the 
homestead. 

 - Main approach to 
homestead from north 
east, with informal tree 
arrangement

 - Circular lawn in front of 
the north entrance of the 
homestead, with access 
roads sweeping around 
either side of the lawn

 - Main access to werf from 
south west

 - Werf sparsely treed with 
single plantings around 
open central space.

 - General absence of 
trees along R310 or werf 
approach

1949: 
 - Diagonal approach reduced 

to footpath 
 - new access running parallel 

to southern werf wall
 - Deliberate planting 

underway along R310 and 
werf approach

 - Threshing floor removed by 
visible in landscape

 - new reservoir

R3
10
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Figure 13.  Chronological development of the werf as revealed through a selection of historic aerials; note both the changes to builldings through time, and landscaping 
interventions (RSA, 2021)

1938 1949 NOTE:
•	C e l l a r  s i m p l e 

r e c t a n g u l a r 
s t r u c t u r e ;  k r a a l 
unroofed

•	 F o r m a l ,  t r e e d 
diagonal approach 
to the north western 
side of the manor 
house present in 
1938; reduced to a 
footpath by 1949;

•	Main approach to 
house from north 
east ,  less  formal 
tree planting

•	Circular lawn in front 
of north entrance of 
house, with access 
r o a d s  s w e e p i n g 
around either side 
of the lawn

•	Main access to werf 
from south west

•	Addit ional access 
parallel to southern 
werf wall by 1949

•	Werf sparsely treed, 
with single plantings 
a r o u n d  o p e n 
central space

•	General  absence 
of trees along R310 
o r  approach to 
werf in 1938, with 
deliberate planting 
well underway by 
1949

•	 T h r e s h i n g  f l o o r 
removed but st i l l 
visible in 1949

•	new reservoir built 
by 1949

R3
10

Reservoir

Threshing floor
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Figure 8. Chronology: 1971 - 1981 (RSA, 2021)

1972:
 - Farm-related access 

dominant to the west of 
the werf

 - Buildings accessed and 
serviced from the werf 
west

 - Low werf traffic other 
than internal circulation

1981:
 - Main north east 

approach to the 
homestead removed

 - new primary axial access 
route through south werf 
wall

 - Additions to rear of cellar
 - Kraal with new central 

division
 - Werf planting thinned
 - Reservoir removed
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1972 1981 NOTE:
•	 Significant “pre- and 

post-Fagan images”
•	B y  1 9 8 1 ,  c e l l a r 

e n l a r g e d  b y 
addit ions to rear; 
k r a a l  r e m a i n s 
unroofed, but with 
central division 

•	Main approach to 
house from north 
east, and circular 
lawn still present in 
1972, but removed 
by 1981

•	 Farm-related access 
dominant to west of 
werf, with buildings 
a c c e s s e d  a n d 
serviced from the 
west in 1972; l itt le 
apparent  t ra f f ic 
within werf except 
to circulate through 
between kraal and 
cellar

•	Various new access 
a n d  c i r c u l a t i o n 
r o u t e s  i m p o s e d 
by Fagans,  most 
i m p o r t a n t l y 
creat ion of  ax ial 
route through werf

•	Addit ional access 
created in southern 
werf wall  west of 
central werf area

•	Werf planting thinned 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  b y 
Fagans

•	Reservoir still in use 
in 1972, removed by 
Fagans

Cellar
Kraal
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2020:
 - Additional accretions 

to the rear of the 
cellar building; kraal 
building now roofed

 - Dominant axial 
passage through the 
werf centre

 - Densely treed central 
werf and increase of 
planting surrounding 
the werf; extensive 
planting north o the 
homestead

 - Defined delineation 
of use areas: parking, 
helipad, formal 
garden

 - Expansion and 
intensification of 
agricultural planting 
in immediate werf 
vicinity
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2020 NOTE:
•	Additional accretions 

to  rear  o f  ce l la r 
building; kraal now 
roofed

•	D o m i n a n t  a x i a l 
passage through werf 
centre

•	Densely treed central 
werf and increase of 
planting surrounding 
w e r f ;  e x t e n s i v e 
p lant ing  nor th  o f 
manor house

•	Defined deliniation of 
use areas - parking, 
h e l i p a d ,  f o r m a l 
garden

•	E x p a n s i o n  a n d 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f 
agricultural planting 
in immediate vicinity 
of werf

Figure 9. Chronology: 2020 (RSA, 2021)

Figure 10. 1959 Boschendal north east approach (Fransen 1980)

Figure 11. c1976 Boschendal werf during renovation (Fagan 1976)
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5.0  HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE AND GRADING

The developing CMP will unpack the heritage significance of the historic 
core in more detail. For the purpose of this working document, this is a 
preliminary overall statement followed by individual statements for 
Boschendal, Rhone and Cottage 1685.  

5.1 Statement of Significance: Historic Core Precinct

The historic core precinct has heritage value worthy of Grade ii heritage 
status for historical, architectural, aesthetic, social and scientific reasons. 

it incorporates Boschendal and Rhone, two iconic farm werfs within the 
Cape Winelands based on the combination of their architecture, landscape 
elements, visual-spatial linkages, historical associations and relationship 
with the natural setting. integral to the arrangement of these set pieces in 
the landscape is their linkage to the core of the working farm to the east 
via an axis terminating at Cottage 1685 set against the backdrop of the 
Simonsberg. These three places possess high heritage value in their own 
right. As an ensemble, they occupy a “centre piece” or centre of gravity 
within a highly significant cultural landscape reflecting a range of heritage 
values.

Boschendal and Rhone are highly representative of the evolution of the 
Cape farm werf tradition incorporating a range of built elements, e.g. 
homestead, wine cellar, slave quarters, kraals, coach house/stables, werf 
walling. They are highly representative in demonstration the classical 
principles of symmetry, axiality and hierarchy.

Their restoration in the 1970s reflects prevailing conservation attitudes at 
the time and is strongly associated with the work of foremost South African 
architect, the late Gabriel Fagan.

The heritage significance of the werfs must be viewed within their landscape 
context, and the nature of landscaping interventions in terms of both soft 
and hard landscaping. integral to the 1970s restoration was the introduction 
of a landscape concept with simple geometric lines related to the central 
shaft of space and axial alignments, a limited planting palette, the absence 
of hard material and the avoidance of visual clutter.

With a history of use as a cultural tourism venue dating to the late 1970s 
Boschendal in particular possesses a high degree of institutional and public 

memory.

in contrast to the formal werf qualities of Boschendal and Rhone is the 
relatively modest architecture of Cottage 1685. They relate to one another 
in cultural landscape terms by the following:

 - Pattern of early colonial land grants dating to the late 17th century.
 - Placement and arrangement in the landscape stretching from the 

banks of the Dwars River across a broad agricultural sweep towards the 
Simonsberg.  

 - Pattern of access off the R310 scenic route and main movement route 
through the valley with axial approach routes to the homesteads and the 
prominent view towards the Boschendal homestead and the backdrop 
of the Drakenstein. 

 - Historical markers embedded within a working farm with a pattern of 
consolidated land ownership and corporate identity spanning more than 
a century from the RFF period onwards. 

 - Attitudes to ‘Cape Dutch’ architecture spanning the RFF and later 
20th century period ranging from the influence of the Arts and Crafts 
Movement and the work of Herbert Baker at Cottage 1685 in the early 
20th century to the 1970s restoration of Boschendal as an idealised Cape 
Dutch homestead.

 
The built environment significance of the historic core should be read in 
conjunction with a range of contested heritage values, including but not 
limited to the following: 

 - The homesteads as symbols of colonial and corporate power in the 
landscape, which exist in contrast to a history of slavery, labour and 
servitude with strong associations with local communities who have 
worked the landscape for generations. 

 - The perception of the Dwars River as a place-making element in the 
landscape with its pattern of homesteads, villages and intensive pattern 
of cultivation; its contrasting role as a social-spatial divide between the 
western core of the working farm and its historical set pieces and the 
eastern periphery and its planned labourer’s village (Lanquedoc) and 
black migrant labour hostel (Thembalethu). 

 - The role of Boschendal as cultural tourism destination under apartheid 
with the exclusion of a black audience and absence of a narrative of its 
precolonial history and history of slavery and farm labour. 

 - The recent renaming of Rhodes Cottage to Cottage 1685 as an attempt 
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to neutralise the associations of Boschendal Farm with the legacy of 
Cecil John Rhodes as an arch imperialist and controversial figure in the 
history of South Africa. 

Figure 12. Elements of the Historic Core Precinct
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5.2  Boschendal Werf: 

5.2.1 Heritage Resources identified

Boschendal werf is a PHS and is of outstanding intrinsic, associational and 
contextual heritage value, one of the most iconic farm werfs within the 
Cape Winelands. it is worthy of Grade ii, possibly even Grade i heritage 
status for reasons outlined below.

 - it has high historical value in terms of its association with a pattern of 
early  colonial settlement dating to the late 17th century.

 - it has outstanding architectural value demonstrating key design 
principles of the Cape farm werf tradition with an emphasis on symmetry, 
orthogonality, axiality, hierarchy and enclosure. it is highly representative 
of the grand set pieces of the Cape Winelands dating to the early 19th 
century and incorporating a range of built elements, e.g. homestead, 
wine cellar/cooper, coach house/stables, slave quarters, kraals, fowl-
run, werf walling, farm cottages. its linear street-like layout is unique with 
outbuildings forming two long parallel rows behind the homestead. its 
1970s restoration to an early 19th century ‘Cape Dutch’ appearance 
reflects prevailing conservation attitudes at the time. The authenticity of 
its historical fabric and architectural character is variable ranging from 
a relatively high degree of authenticity of the homestead to its more 
heavily restored outbuildings, e.g. the wine cellar.

 - it possesses distinctive landscape character zones that have evolved 
over time. This includes the spatial dominance and formality of the 
primary werf set within a strong agricultural frame with its central werf 
space characterised by a simple, albeit restored, landscape character 
i.e. levelled and lawned, gravel pathways and tree lined avenue situated 
on axis with the homestead. This is in contrast to the parkland setting and 
associated tree lined approach route to the south. This is also in contrast 
to the subsidiary and discrete nature of the cottage and nursery zone to 
the south-east and its associated sylvan and meadow setting.

 - it has a distinctive pattern of tree planting which reinforces its settlement 
structure in terms of axial relationships and contributes to its treed setting.

 - it has high aesthetic value in terms of relationships with its landscape 
setting its strong linearity parallel to a riverine corridor, strong agricultural 

edges and magnificent mountain backdrop.

 - it has a prominent landmark status along the R310 scenic route with 
dominant views towards the homestead and the Drakenstein Mountains 
beyond.

 - it has high social value in terms of its associations with the De villiers family 
and institutional memory as one of the historical set pieces consolidated 
under Rhodes Fruit Farm in the late 19th century. Also, its role as a major 
tourism destination, one of the first establishments of its kind in the Cape 
Winelands.

 - it has associations with the history of slavery and farm labour which is 
manifested in various ways, e.g. slave quarters, farm workers’ cottages.

5.2.2 grading

 - See Annexure B

 

Figure 13. Boschendal homestead
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5.3  Rhone Werf

5.3.1 Heritage Resources identified 

Rhone is a very significant site comprising historic and more recent structures, 
a splayed farm werf, approaching avenue on axis and many mature trees. 

 - The Rhone homestead and werf, comprise a defined arrangement of 
buildings of various ages, dating to the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. The farm house likely dates to 1795, the date indicated on the 
gable, while the two outbuildings behind the house likely precede even 
that. The only older structure is the southern portion of the old taphuis, 
the building forming the eastern arm of the splayed werf. 

 - in addition to the great age of the structures comprising the werf, their 
spatial relationship is similarly important. Here, the earlier, informal 
arrangement of the slave quarters and stables, together with the early 
core of the house, contrasts against the formalised, splayed front werf. 
While early werfs were more likely to be organic and informal, prestige 
and wealth were increasingly expressed through formalised, regular 
werf layouts. The Rhone werf, therefore, provides not only evidence of 
the historical layering of the site but also illustrates this evolution of the 
meaning imbued in farm buildings and layouts through time. 

 - The homestead is an excellent architectural and aesthetic example 
of the Cape Dutch style. it provides one of the earliest examples of a 
pedimented gable, while the “bluntness” noted by Fransen lends it an 
individuality that marks it apart from other, later examples of its kind. 
Together with the other outbuildings, the homestead represents one of 
the finest Cape Dutch buildings still extant, and is still relative intact, 
which further adds to its significance.

 - The grove of cork oaks that surrounds the historic approach to the 
homestead has been identified as holding landscape significance.

5.3.2 grading

 - See Annexure B

Figure 14. Rhone homestead and werf
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5.4 Cottage 1685, The Annex and the Yellowwood Avenue 

5.4.1 Heritage Resources identified

Cottage 1685 (formerly Rhodes Cottage) and the Annex are both heritage 
resources of high significance. 

 - Cottage 1685 holds historic and associational value in terms of its links 
with Rhodes, the establishment of Rhodes Fruit Farms, and  the changes 
that development brought to the Dwars River valley and its inhabitants. 

 - The cottage has architectural significance for its association with 
Herbert Baker, and demonstrates typical Baker qualities and Arts and 
Crafts influences, i.e. U shaped cottage plan, asymmetrical fenestration, 
recessed stoep, etc. 

 - Cottage 1685 has landmark quality arising from its location against the 
foothills of the Simonsberg slopes, at the termination of the long visual and 
approach axis from R310. it has strong place-making qualities in terms of 
its axial relationships, carefully positioning and dramatic mountain and 
agricultural rural setting and visual-spatial relationship afforded to the 
RFF landholdings.

The Annex: 

 - The Annex is similarly of historic significance, and further research into 
its fabric is required to resolve the issue of whether it is on the site of, 
and incorporates the fabric of, the earlier historic mill. Should this be 
the case, the site would certainly also hold technological and scientific 
significance as well as rarity value.

 - The wider site has been identified as holding archaeological significance 
as  part of the earlier nieuwedorp farm. it is anticipated that earlier 
foundations could be located below the current ground surface 
pertaining to the original nieuwedorp farm house, as well as the mill 
building.

The Yellowwood Avenue: 

 - A unique, remarkably lengthy and extremely slow growing Yellowwood 
avenue is a distinctive cultural landscape element in a celebrated and 

significant landscape setting (Stellenbosch Municipal Heritage Survey, 
Todeshcini and Jansen, 2017). 

5.4.2 grading

 - See Annexure A
     

Figure 15. Top: Cottage 1685 front facade; above: the Annex
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6.0 HERITAGE INDICATORS

The heritage design indicators of the individual components and features 
of the set pieces making up the Historic Core Precinct have, many quite 
recently, been assessed for the purposes of permit applications made 
to HWC. While these assessments have always considered the heritage 
significance of the totality, they have necessarily focussed on a specific 
element relevant to their application.

The CMP will reassess these indicators. it will take a holistic view that is in 
line with the guiding principles, the outline of which is stated earlier in this 
document. 

7.0 IDENTIFICATION & ANALYSIS OF CHARACTER AREAS

7.1 Boschendal Historic Werf

See the character areas map on the next page.  This is followed by a 
character areas analysis matrix.
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Figure 16. Boschendal historic werf - character areas identified



150 Boschendal Cellar Building S27 Application Rennie Scurr Adendorff Architects and Sarah Winter  September 2021
26

DRAFT

Boschendal  Historic Core CMP  — Draft Working Document Rennie Scurr Adendorff and Sarah Winter     4 September 2021

CHARACTER AREA NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE CHARACTER STATEMENT 
Description  
Character Forming Elements 

HERITAGE INDICATORS 
Carrying Capacity to Accommodate Change 
Adaptive Reuse 

CA 1 
ENTRANCE ROAD 
AND ASSOCIATED 
OPEN SPACE 
 
• Visitor entrance 
• Security point 
• Picnic area 
 

• Very high heritage value. 
• Historical approach route. 
• Experiential qualities in terms 

of visual-spatial relationship to 
the historical set piece 
(primary structuring element) 

• Visual spatial qualities 
enhanced by treed setting and 
tree lined avenue. 
 

• 1970s entrance to the werf flanked by a 
treed shaft of space, opening up as a 
swathe of treed park like space to the 
west towards the R310. 

• Visual axis towards werf gates through 
to the gabled façade of the homestead 
as a focal point. 

• General absence of visual clutter. 
 

• Tread lightly zone 
• Reconsider dual access arrangement to 

Rhone and Boschendal. 
• Allow for removal of landscape elements of 

no significance (entrance structure).  
• Consider removal of pavilion. 
• Avoid visual clutter 
• Placement of picnic area and tent structures 

should remain visually recessive. 
• Language of new picnic tents to be distinct 

from other areas and elements including 
security hut structure and playground area. 

CA 2 
SECONDARY WERF 
 
• Werf cottages 
• Olive press  
• Parking 

• Early 20th and mid-century 
cottages (Grade IIIB) 

• Relationship to the central 
werf space 

• Interface with entrance road. 

• Subsidiary to the primary werf space. 
• Distinct environmental room. 
• Buildings framing the space. 
• Dramatic views across the Valley to the 

east towards the Drakenstein. 

• Achieved its role in taking pressure off the 
primary werf space as a function venue. 

• Approaching carrying capacity in terms of 
building footprint and associated activity. 

• Continued adaptive reuse of the early to 
mid-20th century cottages. 

CA 3 
PRIMARY PARKING 
AREA 
 
• Playground 
• Farmhouse 

• Relationship to the central 
werf space (spatial proximity, 
functional role, entry point) 

• Werf walling 
• Farmhouse (Grade IIIB) 

 

• Sense of containment of the impact of 
parking; visually screened. 

• Soft landscaping interventions in terms 
of surface treatment and trees. 

• Stand-alone qualities of farmhouse in 
relation to the central werf; strategically 
placed at entry point to the parking area; 
low key architectural  

• character with typical traditional 
elements (covered veranda, gables) 

• Continued role in keeping vehicular traffic 
outside of the central werf space. 

• Possible overflow parking to the north. 
• Retain strong agricultural edges to the west. 
• Treed setting to continue to shield views 

towards parking from R310. 
• Adaptive reuse of the manager’s house to 

retain low key character at entrance to the 
parking area. 

• Rationalise bakery structure with overall 
retail plans. 
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CA 4 
CENTRAL WERF & 
BUILDINGS 

• Outstanding heritage value 
(Grade II). 

• Demonstrates key design 
principles of the Cape farm 
werf tradition. 

• Reflecting a 1970s restoration 
project and conservation 
ethos. 

• Highly representative of the 
grand set pieces of the early 
19th century; unique linear 
layout with two long parallel 
built elements behind the 
homestead.  

• Landmark status along the 
R310 scenic route with views 
towards the homestead. 

• Social value and institutional 
memory as one of the 
historical set pieces 
consolidated under Rhodes 
Fruit Farms; enduring role as a 
major tourism destination 
since the 1970s.  

• Associations with the history of 
slavery and farm labour. 

• Structure of the space with buildings 
framing the space and homestead at the 
head of the space. 

• A landscape concept based on the 
principle of simple geometric lines that 
relate to the tree lined central avenue; 
minimal hard material and plant palette 
with mixed planting limited to herb 
garden within kraal area 

• Principle of minimal intervention to the 
historic fabric 

• No changes to werf facing facades of 
outbuildings. 

• New ‘transparent’ building could be 
inserted into kraal space as respecting 
figure-ground relationships, primary views; 
require high level of detailing. 

• Minimise visual clutter. 
• Limit extent of outdoor restaurant activities 

(placement and arrangement of furniture) 
to existing footprint or less than 30% of 
total werf space. Not to protrude closer to 
homestead than existing. 

• Landscape plan to resolve issue of universal 
access. 

CA 5 
HOMESTEAD 
FORECOURT 

• High heritage value in its 
relationship to the homestead. 

• Experiential qualities in terms 
of treed line avenue and 
associated shaft of space. 

 

• Treed setting with strong visual spatial 
relationship with the front of the 
homestead. 
 
 

• No go development zone in terms of 
buildings or structures within the space 

• Avoid visual clutter. 
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CA 6 
ROSE TERRACE  

• Component of the landscape 
concept of the 1970s 
restoration. 

• Ornamental garden qualities (rose 
garden). 

• Intimate subsidiary space (fine grained 
landscaping interventions) 

• Tread lightly 
 

CA 7 
 
NORTHERN 
AGRICULTURAL 
SETTING 
 

• Historical approach route to 
the front of the homestead. 

• Views to and from the 
homestead. 

• Agricultural setting and frame to werf. 
• Iconic views towards the homestead 

from the R310 scenic route. 
• Visual axis towards werf gates through 

to the gabled façade of the homestead 
as a focal point. 

• No go development area 
• Retention of agricultural frame and sense of 

openness. 
• Possible reinstatement of approach route 

linking village and werf precinct 
 

CA 8 
WESTERN FLANKING 
SPACES 
 
• Kraal space 

(orchard) 
• Linkage route 
• Helipad 
 

• Werf walled space of 
contextual value. 

• Possible remains of threshing 
floor  
 

• Transitional space between the primary 
werf space and its agricultural setting. 

• Orchard providing visual screening. 

• Tread lightly 
• Archaeological sensitivity 
• Possible overflow parking 
• Possible visitor centre: recessive structure; 

lower and not traditional as in a ‘thatched, 
white walled, gabled ended’ structure’; to 
allow central kraal space for more 
appropriate use than existing ablutions. 

CA 9 
EASTERN INTERFACE 
 
• East façade of 

wine cellar 
• Food garden 
 

• No heritage value of the 
building fabric related to the 
1970s interventions. 

• Some intrusive elements 
related to the 2013 restaurant 
interventions, e.g. fin wall, 
basement openings 

• Interface to the riverine setting to the 
east.  

• Visually discrete to the central werf 
space. 

 
 
 

• Tread lightly  
• Adaptive reuse of 1970s footprint  
• Improve current interface. 
• Possible pedestrian link between central 

werf and riverine corridor – desire line. 
 

 
CA 10 
RIVERINE CORRIDOR 
WOODED ZONE 

• Riverine setting to werf as 
place-making element. 

• Poplar grove as a traditional 
planting pattern. 

• Wooded discrete area. • Tread lightly 
• Environmental constraints related to the 

riverine corridor 
• Possible link between the werf and eastern 

precinct of the estate. 
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8.0 ASSESSMENT OF OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

The following draft diagrams identify the opportunities and constraints to 
development, usage and  carrying capacity as dictated by the heritage 
significance of the character areas of the sites.

8.1 The Historic Core Precinct

See Figure 6.

8.2 Boschendal Historic Werf

See Figure 18.

8.3 Rhone Historic Werf

See Figure 19.

8.4 Cottage 1685, the Annex and the Yellowwood Avenue

Analysis to follow
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HiSToRiC CoRE PRECinCT: iniTiAL oPPoRTUniTiES AnD ConSTRAinTS
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Figure 17.  Rhone and Boschendal Werfs: opportunities and Constraints
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BoSCHEnDAL WERF: iniTiAL oPPoRTUniTiES AnD ConSTRAinTS

BoSCHEnDAL WERF: iniTiAL oPPoRTUniTiES AnD ConSTRAinTS
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Figure 18.  Boschendal Werf: opportunities and Constraints
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Figure 19.  Rhone Werf: opportunities and Constraints
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CoTTAGE 1685 AnD THE AnnEX: AnALYSiS oF  oPPoRTUniTiES AnD ConSTRAinTS To FoLLoW
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Annexure B: Grading Sheets 

RENNIE SCURR ADENDORFF ARCHITECTS AND SARAH WINTER HERITAGE CONSULTANT

Building Name: BOSCHENDAL HOMESTEAD

ADDRESS OF THE SITE

SITE WITHIN BOSCHENDAL WERF (RSA, 2021)

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

FARM NO 10/1674

SITE ADDRESS Boschendal, R310, Dwars River Valley

33°52'28.09" S18°58'33.38" ECO-ORDINATES

Offices and general admin

Farmhouse

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

Cape Dutch

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Yes

Curr.NHRA Protection S.27

PROPOSED GRADING Grade II

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

High

High

Low

High

High

High

High

High

High

LANDSCAPE GRADE: Grade II BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER)

BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER) BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER)

GAZETTE: 1976: 2044/5328

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Very high architectural significance in itself and as a grouping with the werf; widely seens as 
representative of pinnacle of Cape Dutch architecture; core of earlier structure contained within 
envelope; association with Cape history, de Villiers family, wine growing; extensive slave history; 
archaeologically significant

HERITAGE VULNERABILITY

Inappropriate and insensitive redevelopment; lack of integrated conservation management 
approach

ALTERATIONS

Some alterations made during renovations by the Fagans in 1970s.

INVASIVE ELEMENTS

SITE HISTORY

Likely built by Paul de Villiers c.1812, possibly on the site of the earlier homestead.

SITE DESCRIPTION

H-shaped, thatched house on raised plinth at end of axial approach through linear werf.
Neoclassical central gables front and rear, with holbol end gables. Windows all small-paned sashes
with segmental mouldings; rear door has drop fan.

LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE

Located at end of axial werf on elevated plinth, making it centre piece of one of the finest formal 
Cape Dutch werfs. Wider landscape significance operates at the precinct and valley scale and 
speaks to the character and sense of place evoked by the combination of settlements, agricultural 
land and wilderness

DATE 2021/05/13
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RENNIE SCURR ADENDORFF ARCHITECTS AND SARAH WINTER HERITAGE CONSULTANT

Building Name: BOSCHENDAL CELLAR

ADDRESS OF THE SITE

SITE WITHIN BOSCHENDAL WERF (RSA, 2021)

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

FARM NO 10/1674

SITE ADDRESS Boschendal, R310, Dwars River Valley

33°52'28.37" S18°58'34.10" ECO-ORDINATES

Restaurant

Wine cellar/smithy/cooper

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

Cape Dutch

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Yes

Curr.NHRA Protection S.27

PROPOSED GRADING Grade II

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

High

High

Medium

High

High

High

High

Medium

High

LANDSCAPE GRADE: Grade II BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER)

BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER) BOSCHENDAL WERF (PLACEHOLDER)

GAZETTE: 1976: 2044/5328

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Very high architectural significance in itself and as a grouping with the werf; scientific significance as 
relates to historic farming practices; slave history; archaeological significance for evolution of 
buildingHERITAGE VULNERABILITY

Inappropriate and insensitive redevelopment; lack of integrated conservation management 
approach

ALTERATIONS

Extensively renovated and altered during the Fagan renovations of the 1970s to turn it into a 
restaurant. Further alterations made in 2013.

Additions at rear to accommodate kitchen, catering facilities etc

INVASIVE ELEMENTS

SITE HISTORY

Built c.1802 by Paul de Villiers, likely at the same time as the matching wagon house opposite.

SITE DESCRIPTION

Linear building of two sections. Southern portion is 5 bays with central doorway and flanking
casement windows. Northern portion with two asymmetricallypositioned doors. Rear extensively
remodelled.

LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE

One of the linear buildings comprising the Boschendal werf, matched with the wagon house 
opposite. Wider landscape significance operates at the precinct and valley scale and speaks to the 
character and sense of place evoked by the combination of settlements, agricultural land and 
wilderness

DATE 2021/05/13
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DRAFT V-1

ANNEXURES

STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY HERITAGE SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN CAPE WINELANDS PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES IN ASSOCIATION

SITE NAME: RHONE LANDSCAPE UNIT NUMBER: F06
LANDSCAPE UNIT GRADE: Grade II

ADDRESS OF THE SITE MAP

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

PROPERTY NO

SITE ADDRESS R310 Pneil Road

18.9694183333-33.8839966667

LATITUDE/LONGITUDE

Restaurant, etc.

Agriculture

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

Cape Dutch

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Fagan

Yes
Curr.NHRA Protection S34

PROPOSED GRADING Grade II

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Werf complex, with ringmuur, comprises homestead, two splayed flanking buildings, at rear is older 
fabric in structure extended in 19th century, and a discrete new wine cellar. H-plan single-storey 
pitched thatch roofed house, with early pedimented holbol gables (1795), curve-headed windows 
on front, casements at rear and fake central door; courts filled in; stoep all round. Cellar / barn with 
thatched roof, central gable (1837), and altered end gables. Long barn-like outbuilding, opposite, 
now with restaurant alterations and additions (section of exposed mud brick walling).

SITE HISTORY
 

This is a very significant site comprising historic and more recent structures, a splayed  farm werf, 
approaching avenue on axis and many mature trees. The Provincial Heritage Site significance of the 
place spans aesthetics, architecture, the landscape elements and setting and association with a 
range of individuals over the centuries.

LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE
 

GROUPING WITH OTHER SITES
 

HERITAGE VULNERABILITY
 

EVIDENCE OF DEMOLITION
 

None
INVASIVE ELEMENTS

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION CONTEXTUAL DESIGN
 

SITE DESCRIPTION

Fransen 2004: 273; Winter 1988: 13 #5REFERENCES DATE 8/29/2017
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DRAFT V-1

ANNEXURES

STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY HERITAGE SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN CAPE WINELANDS PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES IN ASSOCIATION

SITE NAME: RHONE: CORK OAK GROVE AT ENTRANCE LANDSCAPE UNIT NUMBER: F06
LANDSCAPE UNIT GRADE: Grade II

ADDRESS OF THE SITE MAP

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

PROPERTY NO

SITE ADDRESS R310 Pneil Road

18.9694516667-33.883755

LATITUDE/LONGITUDE

 

 

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

 

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Yes
Curr.NHRA Protection

PROPOSED GRADING Grade IIIb

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Grove of cork oaks across small stream from Rhone werf, on intersection of old road to Pneil and 
main entrance to Rhone. 

SITE HISTORY
 

This old grove of mature Cork Oaks has landscape significance.
LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE
 

GROUPING WITH OTHER SITES
 

HERITAGE VULNERABILITY
 

EVIDENCE OF DEMOLITION
 

 
INVASIVE ELEMENTS

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION CONTEXTUAL DESIGN
 

SITE DESCRIPTION

REFERENCES DATE 8/29/2017
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DRAFT V-1

ANNEXURES

STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY HERITAGE SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN CAPE WINELANDS PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES IN ASSOCIATION

SITE NAME: RHODES COTTAGE LANDSCAPE UNIT NUMBER: F07
LANDSCAPE UNIT GRADE: Grade II

ADDRESS OF THE SITE MAP

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

PROPERTY NO

SITE ADDRESS Boschendal Estate

18.9580783333-33.8794583333

LATITUDE/LONGITUDE

Residential

Residential

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

Cape Cottage

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Yes
Curr.NHRA Protection S34

PROPOSED GRADING Grade IIIa

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Building at end of Yellowwood avenue
SITE HISTORY
 

The cottage has architectural, social, landscape contextual, associational and landmark 
significance. 

LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE
Oak trees and Yellowwoods Avenue

GROUPING WITH OTHER SITES
 

HERITAGE VULNERABILITY
 

EVIDENCE OF DEMOLITION
 

 
INVASIVE ELEMENTS

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION CONTEXTUAL DESIGN
On axis with very significant avenue of Yellowwoods

SITE DESCRIPTION

Winter 1988: 13 #4REFERENCES DATE 9/7/2017

SITE NAME: COTTAGE 1685
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DRAFT V-1

ANNEXURES

SITE NAME: THE ANNEX
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DRAFT V-1

ANNEXURES

STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY HERITAGE SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN CAPE WINELANDS PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES IN ASSOCIATION

SITE NAME: AVENUE TO RHODES COTTAGE LANDSCAPE UNIT NUMBER: F07
LANDSCAPE UNIT GRADE: Grade II

ADDRESS OF THE SITE MAP

SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECTION AND GRADING

PROPERTY NO

SITE ADDRESS Boschendal Estate

18.9634866667-33.8781916667

LATITUDE/LONGITUDE

Avenue

Avenue

CURRENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

 

>60YRS?

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Curr.NHRA Protection

PROPOSED GRADING Grade IIIc

Associational

Age

Scientific

Symbolic

Architectural

Representivity

Rarity

Archaeology

Intangible

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Avenue of Yellowwods over 1km in length, on axis and leading to Rhodes Cottage.
SITE HISTORY
 

The unique and remarkably lengthy, and extremely slow growing Yellowwood avenue is a distinctive 
cultural landscape element in a celebrated and significant landscape setting. 

LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE
This avenue of Yellowwoods is a combination of Podocarpus latifolius (also our national tree) and 
Podocarpus henkelii. Both of these species are slow growers and known for their good quality hard 
wood. Probably the only of its kind in South Africa

GROUPING WITH OTHER SITES
 

HERITAGE VULNERABILITY
 

EVIDENCE OF DEMOLITION
 

 
INVASIVE ELEMENTS

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION CONTEXTUAL DESIGN
 

SITE DESCRIPTION

REFERENCES DATE

SITE NAME: YELLOWWOOD AVENUE
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Annexure H: rsa measured survey drawings 
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