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INTRODUCTION

Umlando was requested by WSP to undertake an HIA for the proposed road
widening of a section of the R618 20km northwest of Nongoma, Kwa-Zulu-Natal
(fig.’s 1 — 3). Umlando suggested that since the area has very low archaeological
and palaeontological sensitivity, a desktop study requesting an exemption from a

full HIA was undertaken.

The road widening will make the corner less d thus decrease the

amount of traffic accidents.
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FIG. 1 GENERAL LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA
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FIG. 2: AERIAL OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY AREA
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FIG. 3: TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP OF THE STUDY AREA
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KWAZULU-NATAL HERITAGE ACT NO. 4 OF 2008

“General protection: Structures.—

No structure which is, or which may reasonably be expected to be older
than 60 years, may be demolished, altered or added to without the prior
written approval of the Council having been obtained on written application
to the Council.

uncil must consider
and 43 of Chapter 9.

Where the Council does not grant approval, the

special protection in terms of sections 38, 39, 4
The Council may, by notice in the Gazette,

A defined geographical area; or

defined categories of sites within [ ea, from the
provisions of subsection where [ heritage
resources falling in the defined geog ! rea or category have been

identified and are adequ s of sections 38, 39, 40, 41
and 43 of Chapter 9.

A notice referred i otice in the Gazette, be

No grave—

not otherwise protected by this Act; and

not located in a formal cemetery managed or administered by a local
authority, may be damaged, altered, exhumed, removed from its original
position, or otherwise disturbed without the prior written approval of the

Council having been obtained on written application to the Council.
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The Council may only issue written approval once the Council is satisfied that—
e the applicant has made a concerted effort to consult with communities and
individuals who by tradition may have an interest in the grave; and
e the applicant and the relevant communities or individuals have reached
agreement regarding the grave.
General protection: Battlefield sites, archaeological sites, rock art sites,

palaeontological sites, historic fortifications, meteorit meteorite impact

sites.—

e No person may destroy, damage, excava ite or draw upon, or

remove from its original position or otherwise

2stroy, own or collect any object or material associated

with any<battle site, archaeological site, rock art site, palaeontological

site, historic¥fortification, meteorite or meteorite impact site without the
prior written approval of the Council having been obtained on written
application to the Council.

e No person may bring any equipment which assists in the detection of
metals and archaeological and palaeontological objects and material, or
excavation equipment onto any battlefield site, archaeological site, rock art

site, palaeontological site, historic fortification, or meteorite impact site, or
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use similar detection or excavation equipment for the recovery of
meteorites, without the prior written approval of the Council having been
obtained on written application to the Council.

e The ownership of any object or material associated with any battlefield
site, archaeological site, rock art site, palaeontological site, historic
fortification, meteorite or meteorite impact site, on discovery, vest in the

s the custodian on

Act of 2008)

Provincial Government and the Council is regard

behalf of the Provincial Government.” (KZN Heri

some colleagues), most of the national
battlefields in  Southern  Africa

and cemeteries in

with a local data regerding centre, however these tend to be fragmented between
different institutions and areas and thus difficult to access at times. We also
consult with an historical architect, palaeontologist, and an historian where

necessary.

The survey results will define the significance of each recorded site, as well

as a management plan.

nongoma road wilening, doe Wnbonds 27/03/207#




Puge 10 of 17

All sites are grouped according to low, medium, and high significance for the
purpose of this report. Sites of low significance have no diagnostic artefacts or
features. Sites of medium significance have diagnostic artefacts or features and
these sites tend to be sampled. Sampling includes the collection of artefacts for
future analysis. All diagnostic pottery, such as rims, lips, and decorated sherds

are sampled, while bone, stone, and shell are mostly ngted. Sampling usually

occurs on most sites. Sites of high significance are e ted and/or extensively

sampled. Those sites that are extensively sample igh research potential,

yet poor preservation of features.

Defining significance
Heritage sites vary accordig and several different criteria
relate to each type of site. Ho | criteria that allow for a

general significance rating

of a cultural deposit
1.5. Features:

1.5.1. Ash Features

1.5.2. Graves

1.5.3. Middens

1.5.4. Cattle byres

1.55. Bedding and ash complexes
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2. Spatial arrangements:

2.1. Internal housing arrangements
2.2. Intra-site settlement patterns
2.3. Inter-site settlement patterns

3. Features of the site:
3.1. Are there any unusual, unique or rare artefacts or images at the

site?

3.2. Is it a type site?
3.3. Does the site have a very good ex specific time period,
feature, or artefact?
4. Research:
4.1. Providing information on ¢
4.2. Salvaging information for pote
5. Inter- and intra-site vari

5.1. Can this particula i i regarding intra-site

instrument?
7.2 Does the site have the potential to become a tourist attraction?
7.3. The educational value of a site can only be fully determined after
initial test-pit excavations and/or full excavations.
8. Other Heritage Significance:
8.1. Palaeontological sites

8.2. Historical buildings
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8.3. Battlefields and general Anglo-Zulu and Anglo-Boer sites

8.4. Graves and/or community cemeteries

8.5. Living Heritage Sites

8.6. Cultural Landscapes, that includes old trees, hills, mountains,

rivers, etc related to cultural or historical experiences.

The more a site can fulfill the above criteria, the moregignificant it becomes.

Test-pit excavations are used to test the full pot of an archaeological

deposit. This occurs in Phase 2. These test-pit e may require further
excavations if the site is of significance (Ph
and/or have artefacts sampled as a form ion. i mally occurs
when the artefacts may be good examp
archaeological context. Mapping records relationship between

features and artefacts.

The desktopStti ing various maps for evidence of prior

occur in the stud a. There are several cemeteries outside of the study area.

The 1969 topographical map (fig. 5) indicates that the road was already in
existence, and that no houses occur in the study area.
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FIG. 4: LOCATION OF KNOWN HERITAGE SITES NEAR THE STUDY AREA
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FIG. 5: STUDY AREA IN 1969
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FIG. 6: PLAN OF ROAD WIDENING 0 -1 KM
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FIG. 7: PLAN OF ROAD WIDENING 1 -2 KM
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The widening will be a maximum of ~30m (from one side) (fig. 6-7), and will
thus have a small footprint. We were not informed of any quarries or borrow pits

related to the road widening.

The road works occurs on a slight slope. The slope drops ~20m from the
western to the eastern side of the bend in the road. This would be mostly

unsuitable for human houses unless the area was terraceg Fig. 5 also indicates

“* i1

grey” zone and is thus insigni j laeontology. They grey zone
borders the red zone: a highly se e project does not affect
this area.

CONCLUSION

p heritage S
the R618, 20

study requesting &

ey was undertaken for the road widening of a bend on
est of Nongoma. Umlando suggested that a desktop

A exemption be undertaken, rather than a Phase 1 survey.
No heritage sites were noted in the area during the desktop study. There was
also very low chance of archaeological and palaeontological sites occurring in the

affected area.

We suggest that the road upgrade be exempt from a full HIA.
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