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Mr Ste ‘ harg Bester

NetWor $28 Energy (Ply) Ltd
PO BoSh |

MAR ” D

Fax nojj0111-684-2919

PER FAGSIMILE / MAIL

Dear M te!-

ACCEBTANGE -AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONUENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1988: GN R543, GN R544 AND GN R545: PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION OF A 200MW PHOTOVOLTAIC (SOLAR POWER) FACILITY ON THE FARM
GEELKGH, FARM NO 456, KEIMOES, NORTHERN CAPE - |
With re! i 2 to the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided to accept

the EIRR 24d to grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation (EA} and reasons for the decision

";.

in fe

| 6f reguistion 10{2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Redujations), you are instructed to notify all registered inferested and affected parfies, in writing
and a 12 (twene) days of the dale of the EA, of the Departments decison in respect of your
;1;; ; n\ﬁ L 35 welt as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the
U ﬁ‘ -1} A . _
thation Is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulations, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be
folowsd, | This procedure is summarised in the attached document - Kindly include a copy of this
do l w}iﬂutheletterofnoﬁﬁcaﬂontoinbrestedandaﬂectedparﬁes. .
Should the applicant or any other party wish to appeal any aspect of the decision a notice of intention to
p stbelodgedbyallpmspecﬁ%appelams\vimmemmlster, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, bir inpans of one of the following methods:

By fz S ile: 012320 7561;
‘Bypgstt | - Private Bag X447,
- Pretoria, 0001; of . ,
Byhdnd: ' 2nd Floor, Fedsure Buikling, North Tower,
Crw. Lilian Ngoyi (previously Van der Walt) and Pretorius Steets,
Preforia.




icant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must-also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appeal
lobtered interested and affected parties as well as a nofice indicafing where, and for what
el gppeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

the Department {Attention: Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations) in the list
and affected parties, nofified through your natification letter to interested and affected

) i Senior Legal Administration Officer (Appeals), of this Depariment at the above mentioned
L dr fax number, Mr Zwane can also be contacted at

310-3929
Avane@environment.gov.za

sed activity/les shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
. Further, please note that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the
n:or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals

oidon. '
srtor: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Depa ‘of Environmental Affairs
.Date ly 2012
(7] Thomas Savanpsh Envirommental (Pty} Ltd Tek: 011-234-6621 Fax 086-684-0547
Manyatsha Department of Envionment and Mature | Tol: 054-332-2685 Fat: 053-831-3630
1] Conservalion ' _
. B Srand Kail Gaxib Local Municlpalily Vel 054-431-6300 - | Fax: 0544316301 -
T T Zwane [ Aopeais Authoriy (DEA) . Tel: 012:310-2928 Fax. 0123207661 |




APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA BIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE REGULATIONS) AS PER
GN R543 OF mﬁnr' BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
OF NOTIFICATION DF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA) c

_APPLICANT - INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPS)
1. RecelveEAJ trie relevant Compotent Authority (the | 1. Receive EA from Applicant/Consultant.

Deparlment;f wiconmental Affairs [DEA)).
Tod of date of the EA notify all JAPs ofthe EA 2. N/A.
and draw t Lirlaftention to thelr right to appeal against

ihe EA in fefing of Chapter 7 of the Regulations. )
it & Llpeal against the EA, submit anotice of | 3. IfyouwanttoappealagaMStMeEA,submitanoticeof
i ealfwithm 20 days of the date of the EA intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
with the re < Watar and Environmentl Affairs (the | - the Minister of Water and Environmental Aflairs (the Minlster),
Minister). : -
4. After havingstmitted yournoﬁceof'inlenﬁontoappeal 4 Afterhavingswnﬁltedyourmﬁceofintenﬁontoappealto :
to the Mini i each registered IAP with a copy ,meMrﬂster,pmvldemeappﬁcthmaoopyofﬂ\emﬁceof
of the nofi uanﬁontoappealwiﬂﬂnﬁdaysof intentiontoappealwiﬁMOdaysoﬂodgingmenoﬁce.

lodging the ] .

| 5. The App! @talsoseweoneachlAP: 5! AppellamﬂmstalsoseweontheAppﬁmtwitlﬁnmdaysof_

" a  anoticall a_ﬁngwhereandforwhatpeﬂodme lodging the notice, .
~ appeal 5u ission will be available for inspection. o anotice indicating where and for what period the appeal

) . submission will be available for inspection by the
; applicant. )

6, Thea be submitted in writing to the Ministsr | 6. TheappealmlstbesubnﬁttedtnMeNinister\\dm}nsodays
within 30 dg ar the lapsing of the period of 20 days aﬁerthélamhgoftheperiodofzo«iaysmovidedforme
provided Ir fodging of the notics of intention to _ lodging of the notice of infertion to appeal.
appeal.” ; ‘

7. AnylAPwiio Lceived a notice of intention to appeal 1. AnApplica'ntwhoreceivedmﬁoeofintemionmrnaysubmita

m psponding statement to that appedl to the responding statement fo the appeal to the Minister within 30
0 days from the date that the appeal days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged
s lodged with the Minister. with the Minister.

dghinst a decision must be lodged with:-

Ridisr of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision was Issuad by the Director- General of the Department of
ntalAﬁaivs(oramofﬁcid)adir\ginhis!hercapacityasthedelegatedcompetenmumoﬁty; :

Ridter of Justice and Constifutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and the decigion

i by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting In his/ her

s the delegaied Competent Autherity;

ofiged with:- '
2r pf Water and Environmental Affairs must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs; -
by of Justice and Constitutional Developnient must be _submiued to the Depariment of Environmental Affairs;

o0 = ed by: § . : ‘ .
haterpant;setting out the grounds of appeal;

: r\meumentaﬁonvMichmferradtoinmaappeal;and - ‘ _

» astgement that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the notices referred foin -

reg! . li62




AZo environmental affairs

pa
Environme antal Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRIGA

Environmental Authorisatibn .

n 'Fim of regulatioﬁ 36 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulaﬂons.' 2010

fruction of a 200MW hic facllity on Farm Ge Farm No 456, Keimoes
: Northern Cape Province
Siyanda District Municipality
A Ith!o;r_lsation register number: -12/12/20/2239
i | Sfreference number: DEA/EIA/808/2011
Lﬂsit amended: | First issue
H J1die9' of authorisation: NetWorx S28 Energy (Pty) Ltd
Lpé¢ation of activity: TNORTHERN CAPE
| PROVINCE: Fam No 456,
"| Farm Geelkop_.,( Keimoes {

This authonsatxon does not negate the holder of the authorisation's responsbthty to comply with any
Lother statutory requlrements that may be applicable 1o the undertaking of the activity.. '

g



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12112/20/2230

NEAS Reference Number DEATINEASI80812011

Decision :

Fax: |}.
Cell:
E-mail:

fnt is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and stbject to compliance with

i s { of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to underiake

specified below.

ianice with a condition of this authorisation ma9 result in ¢riminal prosecx]ﬂon or oiher actions
Fin the National Environmental Management Act; 1998 and the EIA regulations.

brding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

the powers conferred on it by the National Environmente! Management Act 1998 (Act 107
4 the Envionmental impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Department -hereby

ND

iberg Bester . -
828 Energy (Pty} Ltd

$1),684 2019

78) 815 8367
tqrren@vodamail.oo.za
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Depastment of Environmentat Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 121212012230
‘NEAS Reference Number: DEAT/NEAS/808/2011

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as "the actnvrty’) indicated in Lnstmg Notices 1,
20r 3 (GN R.544, 545 & 546): '

- Listed activities Activity/Project Mcripﬁon
GN R544 ttem 10 - | The construction of facilities or infrastuctisre for the transmission and dlshﬂauﬁon
' of electricity ~ - : S
(i) ‘outside urban areas or mdustnal cdmplexes with a capacity of more than 33
| butless than 275 kilovolts.
GN R544 item 13 | The construction of Taciies o infrastiuciure for e storage, or for the storage and
| handiing, of a dangerous good, where such storage occurs in contsiners with'a
combined capacity of 80 but rot exceeding 500wbic metres
GN R544 item 22 The construction of a road, outside urhan areas,
0 . '
. () whe:enoraserveemslswherethemadiswﬂermansmem
GN R545 item 1 ,Thecmstmchmoffacalmesorhfrastmmaformegenerahmofelecmiywhere
n the electricity output ; is 20 megawatts or more. - .
GN Ro45 fiem 15 Physical afteraton of undevelopsd, vacant or dereict Jand Tor rosiierial To

commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional use Where the total area o be
transformed Is 20 hectares o more; except where such. physical alteration takes
place for:

@) linear dévelopment activites; or

(i) " agriculture or afforestation where activity 16 In this Schedule il apply.

| as described in the Environir:ental-lmpact Assessment Report (EIR’) dated January 2012 at:

- Project SKol, with a maxnmum generaung capacity of 200MW Proposed to take place on |he Fam
No 456, Farm Geelkop and located approximately 10km north-sast of Keimoes in the Northem
Cape. The pro]ect will be developed in three phases: -Phase 1 - 30MW; Phase 2 - addition of
70MW to | increase the capacrty to 100MW; Phase 3- addrhon of 100MW to increase the capamty

to ZOOMW

The projfect infrastructure will consist of the follawing components: _
+a} The Photovoltaic facility will comprise of numerous arrays of Photovoltaic panels, which will be
linked together fo form individual “strings”.

Page 3




Department of Environments) Affairs
Enwronmenial Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/20/2230
* NEAS Reference Number: DEAT/NEAS/808/2011

b) Anlidverter situated at the end of each “string” in order to switch the power from direct current
to altemating current (AC). -

dLrground cabling of 33kV In order to distribute the power to a central on-site substation. -

ansformer together with the on-site substation to step-up the power from 33kV to 132kV, fo.
istributed between the plant and the Eskom grid.

nnection of the Photovoltaic facility to the power distribution grid. An existing 132kV

i tF:utIon fine, which connects the Oranje Substation at Upington and the Oasis Substation at

es, is located in fhe southem portion of the site. It is proposed that a new 132kV
werline will be built from the on-site substation fo connect with the existirig poweriine,
new access roads 1o the sited are proposed. Only mtemal access roads for construction

e W

rnamtenance purposes will be constructed. .

g) ainﬁenance, security buildings, and a workshop.

fConditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope pfiauthorisation

1. oposed activ'ny located on the Famm Geslkop, Fam No 488, Keimoes, and described above,
is dpy nved :

2. Auf anon of the activily Is subject fo the conditions contained in this authorisation, which form
of me environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisafion, -

3. Thel Ider of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring ‘compliance with the conditions contained

environmenta! authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder's behalf,

ing but not limited fo, an agent, servant, contractor, 'sub-contractor, employee, consultant or
! rendering a service o the holder of the authorisation.

activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as desonbed above.

c angec to, or deviations from, the preject description set out in his authorisation must be

APPHo d in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In

agsassing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as-
i) e‘ns necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
2y e necassary for the hokler of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in.terms of

2

the [egulations.
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Departrnent of Environmental Affalrs
Enviconmental Authorisation Reg. No 121 220/2230
NEAS Reference Number: DEAT/NEAS/808/2011-

8. This [adli must commence within a period ‘of three (3) years from the date of issue of thls
aﬁ ! i tJon If commenicement of the acivity does not ocour within that period, the authorisation
lap d a new application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity
to ‘u ertaken. ' :

7. Commerosment with one activty listed in ferms of this authorisation constitutes commencement of
all | ised activities. |

8. Thef de: f an environmental authorisafion must notify the competent authority of any alienation,
transier beid change of ownership rights in the property on which the activity is to take place.

Nofificati off authnrisaﬂbmand rightto appeal

9. Thel er of the authorisation must notafy every registered interested and affected party, In writing
and |n 12 {twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of the declswn
foa l se the activity.
10, Thelpn cation referred fo must-
10/t | * specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

10124 | . inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter |
17 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010;
103 | advise the interested and affecled party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished
' ; on request; and :
1004] | | give the reasons of the comptent authority for the decision.
11. Th | oidér of the authorisation must publish a notice -

C | informing interested and affected parties of the decision;
1124 | : informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; and
ld | drawing the stfention of interested and affectad partes o the fact that an appeal may be
| * lodged against this decisjon in the. newspaper(s) contemplated apd used in terms of
- requlation 54{2)(c) and’ (d) and which newspaper was ‘used for the placing of
. advertisements as part of the pubiic partquatlon process. -«

Managefiet of the actvity

nironmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Application for EA is

12 Tj
" herebydpproved. This EMPr must be implemented and adhered to. ﬁﬂ

@
1]
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 1212/20/2230
NEAS Refierence Number: DEAT/NEAS/308/2011

Monitorin

: |cént must appoint an experienced independent Environmental Contrel Officer (ECO) with '
Séncs or expertise in the field for the construction phase of the development. The ECO will

ha responsibility to ensure that the mitigaﬁonlrehabilliaﬁon measures and recommendations
referfeti o' in this authorisation are implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of
X ,

CO must be appointed before oommencement of any authorised aclivityfies.

- appomted the name and contact detalls of the ECO must be submited to the
reetor: Compliance Monitoring of the Department. :
o ECO must keep record of all activiies on site, problems identified, transgressions’ noted and
sk schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.
e do must ramain employed unil al rehab\1itation measures, as required for implementation

r COmpliance Monitoring at the Department. _
15. The § older of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report fo the Depariment within
of compieuon of lhe oonstmctlon phase (i.e. within 30 days of site handover) and within 30

- vuronmental audit report must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the
e of the audit In terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well

: requlrements of the EMPr.

CommeTee_énent of the activity

ithorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the

dibleaton i
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Department of Environtnental Affairs
Environmentsl Authorisation Reg, No. 12/12/20/2230
NEAS Reference Number; DEAT/NEAS/308/2011

18. An 4
190

org

19. Sh
p
Notifi

20. Fo

in

gal under section 43 of the National Esvironmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of
a amended) does not suspend an environmental authonsatmn or exemptlon, of any-
ns.or conditions atiached thereto, or any directive, unless the Mlmsler MEC or delegated

fstate ditects otherwise.
you be notified by the Minister of a suspension’ of the authorisation pending appeal

fes, you may not commence with the activity until such time that the Minister allows you fo
e with such an activity in writing.

n tp authcrii'ies :

n (14) days wntten notice must be given to the Department that the achv:ty will commence.

Co néement for the purposes of this condifion includes site preparation. The nofice must

a date on which it is anficipated that the activity will commence, as wel as a reference

nurgber.  This notification period mey coincide with the notice of Intent to appeal period, within
- which construction may not occur.
Operaffoh of}tha activity
21. F,om {14) days waitien notice must be given to the Department that the. activity operational
ph ll commeice.
Site clpsure:and decommissioning
i the activity &ver cease or become redundant, the appiicant shall undertake the fequired

.. 22.8

acfiohs as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements

a

Specific

b

nistered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.

coufglitions ; .,

'arc:ating of all sensitive environmental features as ‘no-go’ areas must be done pribr fo site

il

shment by the ECO and relevant specialists (Hesitage, Ecological, Visual and Geological).
indigenous plants of the area may be utiised for rehabilitation purposes. -

25, 'Pjﬂs must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation .agency for the removal of

'ct_lon of indigenous protected and endangered plant and animal species. ' g : l

i ' Page 7



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg, No. 12/12/20/2230
NEAS Refarence Number. DEAT/NEAS/B08/2011

26. Cop '~ of pemms mentioned above required must be submitted to the Department for record

kee g. : .
27. Sholild any protected trees be removed from site it must be fransplanted in a suitable adjacent

nabal areas where they will not be disturbed further. The transplanting of all protected species
must 4 done in consultation with the relevant nature conservation agencies and a qualified
botghis ] : | . |

28. A 100 ‘ buffer of natural vegetation must.be established around the development site to serve as
visublisereen for the development.

29, Tope must be appropriately located fo serve as a visual screen during the construction phase of
- the Hevelopment.

30. ToR must be covered dunng rain events to avoid soil compaction.

~ 31. An ppplication must be Iodged site fora destruction pemit in terms of section 35 of the National
Henjtage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999, prior o impactlng on fhe Stone Age site.
© 32, All goperete batching is to take piace on non-penneable sheeting to avoid leaching into the ground.
33, All Haul vehicles must be covered at all times with tarpaulins when traveling to and from site when
it condins malenal removed or taken to the site to minimise dust associated impacts.
34, The go struction camp sito must be fenced for the duration of the construction phase.
35. Thé photovoltaic facility must be fenced with at Ieast a 2.1m fence to ensure that cattie are kept
i\ .
36. Na| ¢hemical detergents may be used for deanmg purposes of the photovoltalc panels and
asboriated infrastructure.
37. Bird Jriendly towers and flight path diverters must be installed in. consultatlon with an Omntholuglst
38. p uction ‘must include appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface
Ve nt of water along drainage lines o as not o impede natural surface and subsurface flows.
Dikindge measures must promote the dlssnpatnon of storm water run-off. '
"30. A n}egrahed waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
mlm isation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and dlsposal where appropnate '
Ally spiid waste shall be disposed of at a fandiill licensed in terms of section 20 (b) of the National
E | onment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 0f 2008). .
40. If| hentage resources of significance are exposed during the implementation of the project,
Sf RA should be nofified immediately, all construction activities must be ‘stopped and an
a dlted archaeologist should be notified to detormine appropriate mitigation measures of the

disdobered finds. This may include obtaining the necessary authorisation (permits) from SAHRA-to

| ndlict the mitigation measures. g@

Page 8
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Depariment of Environmental Aftzirs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/20/2230
NEAS Referance Number: DEAT/NEAS/308/2011

41; A copy ol this authonsahon and the approved EMPr must be kept atthe property where the activity/
'dertaken The authorisation and approved EMPr must be produced to any authorised
idl ofthe Depariment who requests to see |t and must be made available for inspection by any
b Gr agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work at the property. ‘
42. The (heler of the authorisation must notify both the Director Integrated Environmental
sations and the Director Compl!ance Momtonng atthe Departmenl. in vmlmg and wrthm 48

ages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in title in any instance where
fioh or operation ‘subsequent to consiriction be temporarily or permanently stopped for -
5of non-campliance by the applicant with the cenditions of authorisation as set out in this
ont or any other subséquent dacument emanating from these conditions of suthorisation.

ronmental authorisation: 05 July 2012

dctor: Intégrated Environmental Authorisations
-1l of Environmental Affairs




. Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12112/20/2230
NEAS Reference Number; DEAT/NEAS/B08/2011

Annexure 1 . Reasons for Decision

1. Inforrnaéon considered in making the decision

In reachifig|its decision, the Depanment took, _r'nter afia, the following into consideration --

> {nformation contamed in the EIR dated January 2012;
comiments recaived from the organs of state and mterested and affected parues as included

2 IR dated January 2012;

f ctwa and requirements of relevant envlronmental legislation, policies and guidelines,
mg section 2 of the Nationl Environmental Management Act, 1398 (Act 107 of 1998)

2 2y fa@tors considered in making ﬂ)e decision

All info n presented to the Department was taken into account In the Department's consideration

of the gpplication. A summary of the findings which, in the Department's view, were of the most -

. "mdmgs of all the Specrallst studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.
ged for the proposed project stems from the electricity shortages prevalent in the country
proposed development will oontnbute to and strengthen the exlstmg energy gnd for the

jower producers (IPPs). :
2 EIR dated January 2012 identified all legislation and guidefines that have been considered in

: preparahon of the EIR dated January 2012. .
e|methodology used in assassirig the potential impacts identified in the EIR dated Januarv

2012 gnd the specialist studies have been adequately indicated. ﬁ&
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t of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2230
NEAS Reference Number: DEAT/NEAS/308/2011

e A uﬂirant public parficipation process was undertaken and the applicant has safisfied the
m

mi Iin requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement

3. Conflhsions _

Afier cor sif#ra:ﬁcn of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following

mentiﬁmon and assessment of impacts are detafled in the EIR dated January 2012 and
nt assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed. '
ucedure foliowed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process. -
ro'posed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately ‘curtails the- identified

measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the
ppment were proposed and included in the EIR and will be implemented to manage the

 identi - envimnmentail impacts during the construction process.

‘ Ilhia above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions .
inddlin the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
g (of integrated environmenta! management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
il tal Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental envlronmental impacts
h the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable jevels. . The application is
NG g[anted.
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